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PREFACE 


The scientific foundation of modern colloid chemistry was laid 
by Thomas Graham more than three score years ago as a result 
of his basic researches on the colloidal behavior of albumin, gums, 
and gelatin, and of the hydrous oxides of silicon, iron, aluminum, 
chromium, tin, titanium, molybdenum, and tungsten. Since 
Graham^s time a great many investigators, van Bemmelen in 
particular, have studied the colloidal character and application of 
the hydrous oxides. So far as the author is aware, the present 
volume represents the first endeavor to correlate systematically 
and summarize critically the numerous scattered facts in an old 
but increasingly important field. 

No group of substances presents a greater variety of colloidal 
properties than the hydrous oxides. For this reason they have 
been employed frequently in the investigation of colloid chemical 
phenomena and applied in widely diversified ways to the indus¬ 
trial arts. There is little doubt that a more intimate acquaint¬ 
anceship with this group of substances will serve to extend their 
field of usefulness rapidly. It is hoped, therefore, that the book 
may prove of value alike to scientist and industrialist. 

Portions of the manuscript of the book have been read and 
criticized by several gentlemen. Special acknowledgment of this 
sort is gratefully made to W, D. Bancroft of Cornell University, 
R. H. Bogue of the Bureau of Standards, F. L. Browne of the 
United States Forest Products Laboratory, E. M. Chamot of 
Cornell University, P. L. Gile of the U. S. Department of Agri¬ 
culture, and C. L. Parsons, Secretary of the American Chemical 
Society. 

Harry B. Weiser. 

HotTSTON, Texas, 

Feh. 1, 1926 
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THE HYDROUS OXIDES 

INTRODUCTION 

When a solution of a ferric salt is treated with an alkali, there is 
formed a voluminous, gelatinous precipitate which is commonly 
called ferric hydroxide and assigned the formula Fe(OH)3. 
The extent to which this terminology is fixed in our chemical 
literature is evidenced by its almost universal use in our text¬ 
books, although four decades ago van Bemmelen^ showed not 
only that there is no definite hydrate of the formula Fe(OH)3 
or Fe-iOa • 3H2O, but that no other hydrate is formed by the usual 
method of precipitating the oxide. The viscous voluminous 
precipitate when first formed may be represented approximately 
by the formula Fe203* ±201120, but it loses water, gradually 
attaining a composition that varies with the time, the tempera¬ 
ture, and the pressure of the water vapor in contact with it. A 
composition corresponding to a definite hydrate is, therefore, 
purely accidental, depending as it does on the exact method of 
formation, the method of drying, the temperature, and the age of 
the sample. Precipitated oxides like ferric oxide which contain 
varying amounts of water adsorbed by the oxide particles are 
called hydrous oxides to distinguish them from hydrates, in which 
the water is chemically combined in definite stoichiometric 
proportions. There are a few hydrated oxides, such as AhOa* 
3H2O and Be0-H20, which may adsorb varying amounts of 
water, depending on the conditions of formation. Such prepara¬ 
tions may be termed hydrous hydrated oxides. On standing, the 
primary colloidal particles of the hydrous oxides grow and lose 
water spontaneously, causing the mass to assume a less gelatinous 
and more granular character. This spontaneous transformation 
from a loose voluminous precipitate to a granular mass is accom¬ 
panied by a decrease in the solubility, the adsorbability, and the 
peptizability of the compounds. 

1 Rec, trav. cMm,f 7, 106 (1888). 
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Although tho i-apitl proci|)itation of a hydrous oxide usually 
gives a gelatinous mass with a supernatant licjuid, it is frequently 
possible to bring about uniform precipitation throughout the 
entire solution with the formation of a jelly which differs from a 
gelatinous precipitate in that all the liquid is enclosed by the 
precipitated phase. Since the hydrous oxides are obtained so 
frequently in the form of gelatinous precipitates, and since the 
latter are produced when jellies contract spontaneously or are 
broken up by stirring, the first chapter deals in a general way 
with the structure, preparation, and properties of gels. This is 
followed by separate chapters devoted to the typical oxides of 
iron, chromium, and aluminum, after which the remaining 
oxides are taken up by families in the approximate order in which 
the elements appear in the periodic table. The last five chapters 
are concerned with some of the more important industrial applica¬ 
tions of the hydrous oxides. 



CHAPTER I 


JELLIES AND GELATINOUS PRECIPITATES 

Gelatinous precipitates and jellies arc the two forms of solid 
or semisolid colloids that are commonly included under the term 
gel. Gels of the hydrous oxides, such as ferric oxide and chromic 
oxide, which lose their elasticity and become powdery on drying, 
are called rigid or non-elastic gels in contradistinction to the 
elastic gels, such as gelatin, albumin, and agar, which are charac¬ 
terized by perfect elasticity through certain narrow limits and by 
retaining their elasticity and coherence on drying. Although a 
detailed discussion of the properties of elastic gels lies beyond 
the scope of this book, any adequate theory of gels must take them 
into account. Moreover, the vast majority of the work on gel 
structure has been done with gelatin, and a survey of the results 
of these investigations throws considerable light on the nature of 
gels of the hydrous oxides. 


STRUCTURE 

Since a working theory of the structure of gels is necessary for a 
systematic discussion of their preparation and properties, we 
shall take up first the question of the structure of the two forms, 
beginning with jellies. This question has doubtless received 
more attention at the hands of investigators than any other 
single problem in the field of colloid chemistry; but, in spite of 
this, opinions differ as to the exact nature of a jelly. Thus 
Robertson, Procter,^ and Katz^ regard jellies as homogeneous 
single-phase systems, solid solutions, or semisolid solutions ^^of 
the exterior solution in the colloid in which both constituents 
are within the range of the molecular attraction of the mass/^ 

»J. €hem. Soc., 106, 313 (1914). 

* Kolloidchem. Beihefte^ 9, 1 (1918). 
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Wolfgang Ostwald^ considers gels to be two-phase li(}uid-liquid 
systems possessing an interfacial tension. The vast majority 
of investigators, however, incline to the view that jellies are two- 
phase solid-liquid systems in which there is a network or cellular 
arrangement of solid phase permeated by liquid. 

The Solid-solution Theory.—The evidence in support of 
the solid-solution theory of jelly structure has been drawn largely 
from investigations on the swelling of substances. Thus in an 
exhaustive monograph, published in 1917, Katz points out the 
close similarity between the phenomena associated with swelling 
and the changes which accompany the formation of binary liquid 
mixtures. This parallelism would indicate that the swelling 
process is simply the formation of a solid solution between water 
and the swelling substance. Later, however, Katz*-* studied the 
effect of swelling on the x-ray spectrum of a number of substances 
to determine whether the taking up of liquid is in terra icellar or 
intramolecular. If the liquid is held between the particles, the 
crystal lattice should not be altered by swelling, whereas if a 
solid solution is formed, the dimensions of the lattice should be 
increased. In practically all cases investigated, Katz observed 
no change in the x-ray spectrum, indicating that, as a rule, the 
swelling process is not a solid-solution phenomenon. 

From a study of the swelling of gelatin in acid solution, Procter 
concludes that gelatin combines with acid, forming easily soluble, 
highly-ionized salts, and that the volume of a swollen jelly under 
equilibrium conditions is determined by the osmotic pressure of 
the salts and the Donnan equilibrium. This view seems inade¬ 
quate to account for the marked increase in viscosity and the 
loss of mobility when a warm gelatin solution is cooled. In 
order to get around this difficulty, Procter postulates the forma¬ 
tion of tenuous and possibly flexible crystals which interlace and 
anastomose when a warm solution sets to a jelly on cooling. 
These crystals are assumed to be so very minute and the network 
so extremely fine that both solvent and crystals are within the 

^ Pfinger^s Arch,, 100 , 277 (1905); 111 , 581 (1906). ^‘Theoretical and 
Applied Colloid Chemistry,” translated by Fischer, 103 (1917). 

2 Koninklijke Akad. Wetenschappen Armierdam^ 33, 281 (1924); 

26, 321 (1924); Katz and Mark: lUd,, 33, 294 (1924); C/im. Zmir., H, 
442 (1924); Z. physik, Chem,, 116, 385 (1925). 
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range of each othermolecular attraction. From these cond- 
siderations, it would appear that the only essential ditTeren(;e 
between the solid-solution theory and the two-phase solid-liquid 
theory is in the size of the particles constituting the network. 
Since these particles are not infreciuently of microscopic dimen¬ 
sions, the solid-solution theory cannot be of general application. 

The Emulsion Theory. —Wolfgang Ostwald^s theory that jellies 
are simple emulsions of spherical or more or less distorted glob¬ 
ules in a liquid medium meets with serious objection at the 
outset, since there are no emulsions known that have really the 
properties of jellies. The inorganic jellies certainly could not 
be looked upon as emulsions particularly in those cases where a 
rigid crystalline structure has been detected. Recalling the 
applicability of Boltzrnann^s theory^ which considers molecules 
to be completely elastic material particles incapable of much 
deformation, and van der Waals’ view‘d that the properties of 
molecules must be compared with those of solids, Zsigmondy** 
assumes, as seems necessary, that the larger ultramicrons of a 
solid are themselves solid. The liquid properties of gels rich in 
water are explained by assuming that the ultramicrons are 
surrounded by water layers and have a certain free path and 
motion. Hatschek^ examined the emulsion hypothesis critically 
and found it untenable if the assumptions necessary to allow of 
mathematical treatment are granted. 

The Cellular or Honeycomb Theory. —The oldest theories of 
jelly structure were alike in picturing the bodies as two-phase 
solid-liquid systems; but there has long existed a fundamental 
difference of opinion as to the exact nature of the solid framework 
which is assumed to entrain the hquid phase and the manner in 
which this framework is formed. 

From an extended investigation first on foams and emulsions 
and later on gelatin, agar, and silicic acid jellies, Biitschli^ 
concluded that the droplets of liquid were held in a cell-like 

^ *Worlesungen iiber Gastheoric,’^ Leipsig, 34 (1896). 

* ^'Die Kontinuitat des gasformigen uiid flussigen Zustandcs,” Leipsig, 34 
(1899). 

* **Chemistry of Colloids,” translated by Spear, 138 (1917). 

* Tram. Faraday Sac., 12, 17 (1916). 

® ^^Untersuchungen Uber Strukturen,” Leipsig (1898). 
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fraincworK comparable to a honeycomb, an idea siiggoHtod, in 
all probal)ility, by the cellular structure of the stems of young 
plants which enclose a relatively high percentage of water and 
still possess considerable rigidity. The walls of the cells in a 
silica jelly appeared to be about 0.3 ju in diameter and the pockets 
which held the liquid from 1 to 1 . 5 ^t in diameter. Gelatin jellies 
that appeared homogeneous under the microscope were hardened 
with alcohol or chromic acid to make their structure visible, and 
these likewise appeared to be made up of thin films. 

Biitschli’s general concept of jelly structure was supported by 
van Bemmelen,’ Quincke,- and Ilardy.^ According to the latter, 
gelatin consists of two phases separated by a well-defined surface; 
one phase a solid solution of gelatin in water and the other a 
solution of water in gelatine. Like van Bemmelen, he assumes 
that both phases are liquid at first; but with fall of temperature, 
one becomes solid. The solid solution forms on the concave side 
of the surface of separation when the proportion of gelatin is 
small and on the convex side when the proportion of gelatin 
is large. In the latter case the drops of liquid are held in a solid 
gelatin-rich phase. As Bancroft'* points out, such a jelly consists 
merely of a viscous medium in wliich liquid is dispersed and 
so does not have a honeycomb structure in the same sense that 
an emulsion has a honeycomb structure. The view entertained 
by Bancroft is that both phases in a gelatin jelly are colloidal 
rather than solid solutions. Since water peptizes gelatin under 
certain conditions, there is no reason why gelatin or a gelatin- 
rich phase should not peptize water. The separate phases will, 
therefore, in the nature of things, never be homogeneous. 

The investigations of Biitschli, van Bemmelen, and Hardy 
seemed so conclusive that a decade ago the honeycomb theory was 
generally looked upon as established.^ But later investigations 
of Zsigmondy and his pupils disclosed errors in the optical obser¬ 
vations of Biitschli and Hardy and showed the heterogeneity of 
jellies to be of an entirely different order of magnitude from that 

^Z. anorg. Chem., 18, 14 (1898). 

2 Drude^s Ann., 9, 793, 969 (1902); 10, 478, 673 (1903). 

* Z. physik. Chem., 83, 326 (1900). 

< “Applied Colloid Chemistry,*' 241 (1921). 

Freunduch; “Kapillarchemie,” 475 (1909). 
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which the latter siii)i)osc(l. By api)lying the laws of capillarity 
to van Beiriinelen’s’ results on the hydration and dehydration 
of silica gel, Zsigmondy- estimated the diameter of the pores to 
be that is, 200 or 300 times smaller than Biitschli observed, 

d'his was confirmed by Anderson^ who showed that the pores 
vary in size, some being as small as 10/x/x in diameter. Working 
by the same method, Bachmann** found that gelatin jellies hard¬ 
ened by alcohol or chromic acid contained very much finer spaces 
tlian Biitschli supposed. Apparently the structure observed by 
Biitschli and Hardy were artifacts produced by the action of the 
hardening agents on the much finer structure already existing.'* 

In the light of the work of Zsigmondy and his pupils, Lloyd® 
postulates a porous but continuous, solid cellular framework to 
enclose the liquid. The gelatin is assumed to exist in two chemi¬ 
cal states: gelatin, per sCj and gelatin in the form of soluble salts. 
On cooling a solution containing isoelectric gelatin and gelatin 
salts in equilibrium with free electrolytes, the insoluble isoelectric 
gelatin is believed to precipitate not as crystals but in a state of 
suspended crystallization forming a solid framework which is 
kept extended by the osmotic pressure of the soluble gelatin 
salts in solution. In support of this hypothesis, isoelectric 
gelatin and water, in the absence of so-called gelatin salts in 
solution, were found to form an unstable clot that contracted 
and squeezed out liquid. It would seem, therefore, that an 
electrolyte must be present to form a stable gelatin jelly in 
accord with the view of Jordis.^ J. Alexander® suggests that what 
Lloyd calls suspended crystallization^^ may be a manifestation 
of the protective or crystal-inhibiting action of a portion of the 
gelatin solution. This would account for the fact that a jelly 

1 ‘‘Die Absorption,^' 198 (1910). 

® Z, anorg. Chem.^ 71, 356 (1911). 

*Z. physik, Chem,, 88, 191 (1914). 

* Z. anorg, Chem., 100, 1 (1917). 

^ Cf. Pauli: “Der kolloidale Zustand und die Vorgiinge in der Lehendigen 
Substanz," Braunschweig (1902); A. Fischer: “Fixerung, Farbung, und 
Bau dos Protoplasms," 312 (1899). 

^ Biochem. 14, 165 (1920), cf. Thomson: J. Soc. Leather Trades" 
Chem., 3 , 299 (1919). 

’ Z. Elektrochem., 8, 677 (1902), 

8 “Glue and Gelatin," 71 (1923). 
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formed of isoek^ctric gelatin and water alone is apparently 
unstable in the sense that it contracts and squeezes out soiih; 
of the water. But because of the slight inherent tendency of 
gelatin to crystallize, it is doubtful whether the alleged increase 
in stability of a jelly in the presence of a trace of electrolyte is 
due to inhibition of the crystallization of the gelatin phase. 
It seems more probable that the presence of an adsorbed ion 
may influence the nature and size^ of the agglomerated particles 
and so may have an effect on the stability. If an electrolyte 
is necessary to form a stable jelly, the amount is apparently 
very slight indeed, since Field^ prepared such a jelly from a very 
highly purified gelatin. Sheppard and Elliott*’* see no need of 
postulating the existence of osmotic pressure to keep the jelly 
extended, if the isoelectric gelatin forms a rigid solid framework. 

The Micellar Theory.—The investigations of Zsigmondy and 
Bachmann which disproved the observations of Biitschli and 
Hardy resulted in a resuscitation of the micellar theory of Frank- 
enheim‘‘ and Nageli.^ According to this, the earliest theory of 
jelly structure, distensible bodies were asvsumed to consist of 
small anisotropic crystal-like molecular aggregates which retain 
their identity even when the substance goes into (colloidal) 
solution. The micelles, as Nageli called the molecular aggre¬ 
gates, take up water in such a manner that they are surrounded 
by a water layer, the thickness of which is determined by the 
relative intensity of the attraction of the micelles for water and 
for each other. Zsigmondy’s earliest investigations with the 
ultramicroscope led him to conclude with Nageli that the jelly 
structure is granular or flocculent; but later, Zsigmondy and 
Bachmann® observed a fibrilar structure in addition to the 
apparently grainy structure met with in diluted gels of gelatin, 
agar, and hydrous silica. The fibrils or threads are quite sharply 
defined in soap jellies studied by Bachmann and later by McBain 

' Weisbr: J. Phys, Chem.y 21, 314 (1917). 

* J. Am. Chem. Soc.y 43, 667 (1921). 

* J. Am. Chem. Soc., 44, 373 (1922). 

* “Die Lehre von der Koh^ion,“ Breslau (1835). 

s “ Pfanzenphysiologischeii Untersuchungen,” Zurich (1858); “Theorie 
der Garung,'* Munich (1879). 

^KomdrZ,y 11, 150 (1912), 
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and his coworkers,^ and in barium malonate jellies studied by 
Flade.^ The latter noted the crystalline character of the fibrils 
and suggested that jellies in general probably consist of a net¬ 
work of crystalline threads.^ Gortner^ prepared a jelly of 
di-benzoyl-l-cystine which was found to consist of minute 
crystalline needle-like fibrils. Buchner^ showed that jellies, 
obtained from myricyl alcohol dissolved in chloroform and in 
amyl alcohol, consist of a conglomerate of very fine crystals 
which retain a large amount of liquid in the meshes.® Bradford^ 
champions the theory that the reversible sol-gel transformation 
is merely an extreme case of crystallization. Ultramicroscopic 
examination of a gelatin jelly reveals the presence of spherites 
which Bradford believes are made up of crystalline particles. 
Moeller® likewise believes gelatinization to be a kind of crystal¬ 
lization in which there is formed a lattice of crystal threads that 
entrains the liquid; and von Weimarn® concludes from his inves¬ 
tigations that a jelly is a sponge composed of highly dispersed, 
crystalline granules soaked in dispersive medium. 

While Bradford, Moeller, and von Weimarn may have suffi¬ 
cient evidence to convince them of the crystalline character of all 
jellies, it is difficult for me to accept the view that there is no 
such thing as an amorphous precipitate of the flocculent, gelati¬ 
nous or jelly-like type. The theory that jelly formation is merely 
a process of crystallization seems to be contradicted by the 
work of Bogue, McBain, and Barratt, although all of the latter 
are strong supporters of a filamentous structure. Bogue^® believes 
the elastic jellies such as gelatin to be made up of streptococcal 

^Laing and McBain: J. Chem. Soc., 117, 1506 (1920); Dahke, McBain, 
and Salmon: Proc. Roy. Soc. (London)^ 98^4, 395 (1921). 

2 Z. anorg. Chem., 82, 173 (1913). 

* Cf. StObel: PfliigePs Arch., 166, 361 (1914); Howell: Am. J. Physiol., 
40, 526 (1916). 

* J. Am. Chem. Soc., 43, 2199 (1921). 

» Rec. trav. chim., 42, 787 (1923). 

® Cf. Fischer and Bobertag : Jahrcshcr. achles. Ges. vaterl. Kvliur, 86, 33 
(1909). Chem. Zentr., 1, 262 (1909). 

’^Biochem. J., 12, 351 (1918); 14, 91 (1920); 16, 553 (1921). 

8 Kolloid-Z., 23, 11 (1918). 

Russ.'Phys.-Chem. Soc., 47, 2163 (1915). 

w Chem. Met. Eng., 23, 61 (1920); J. Am. Chem. 44, 1343 (1922). 
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threads of molecules. According to his view, the catenary threads 
are very short and but slightly swollen in the sol condition, but 
elongate and absorb a great deal of water as the temperature falls 
and the sol starts to gel. A solid jelly results when the relative 
volume occupied by the swollen molecular threads is so great 
that freedom of motion is lost and the adjacent, heavily swollen 
aggregates cohere. 

Although it is possible for colloidal particles to possess the 
thread-like characteristics essential for forming an entangling 
mesh in which each particle is discrete, it seems more probable 
that in most cases the micelles actually become stuck together or 
orientated into loose aggregates which may take the form of 
chance granules, threads, or chains. Such a linking together of 
the particles to form an enmeshing network seems essential in 
some of the extremely dilute hydrous oxide jellies to which I 
shall refer later on. Laing and McBain^ consider the gelatiniza- 
tion of soap to result from the linking up of colloidal particles 
to form a filamentous structure. ^‘The colloidal particles in 
soap and gel are the same; but whereas in the former they are 
independent, in a fully formed gel they become linked up prob¬ 
ably to form a filamentous structure. The formation of the soap 
curd is looked upon as a phenomenon analogous to crystal¬ 
lization that is distinct from the process of jelly formation.^ 
The conception of micellar orientation in the process of gelation 
is supported by a number of observations mentioned by Laing 
and McBain, among which are the following: the identity in sol 
and gel of the electrical conductivity,^ and the lowering of the 
vapor pressure; the intensifying of the molecular movement by 
heat which overcomes the forces holding the particles and 
causes melting of the gel; the transformation of certain jellies, 
such as nitrocotton into sol, by mechanical stirring which breaks 
down the orienting bonds between the particles;^ the absence of 
Brownian movement in soap or gelatin jellies;® the dependence of 
the apparent viscosity of sols on their previous treatment and 

1J. Chem. Soc.y 117, 150G (1920). 

® C/. Piper and Grindley : Proc. Phys. Soc. {London)^ SB, 269; S6,31 (1923). 

»C/. Arrhenius: Oefvers, Stockholm Akad.y 6, 121 (1887). 

* (7/. Alexander: “Glue and Gelatin,” 75 (1923). 

® Bachmann: Z, anorg, Chem., 73, 126 (1912). 
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history which influonco tho degree of orif^ntation of their particles;’ 
the tendency of the jelly structure to shrink and exude liquid— 
synerize—as a result of the component of attraction in the 
orienting force between the particles; and the frequent occurrence 
of supersaturation and hysteresis with regard to gelation. To 
these should be added the observation of Walpole^ that the 
refractive index of a gelatin-water system is a linear function of 
the concentration, and when plotted against the temperature, no 
break occurs at the point of gelation; and the findings of Bogue® 
that the viscosity-plasticity change in the sol-gel transformation 
is gradual and regular. 

Barratt^ observed in fibrin jellies a non-crystalline fibrillary 
structure which formed an enmeshing network. When the 
jelly w^as first formed by gelatinization of a fibrinogen sol, no 
fibrils could be detected, but later they became visible in the 
ultramicroscope. This growth of particles in jellies has been 
observed frequently and in some cases is unquestionably due to 
growth of crystals, notably with barium malonate and some of 
the arsenate jellies^ and with the dyes, benzopurpurine and chrys- 
ophenene;® but in other cases, it is the result of the agglomeration 
of amorphous particles. In accord with this view Scherrer^ 
showed that certain rigid jellies like hydrous silicon dioxide and 
hydrous stannic oxide showed well-defined crystalline inter¬ 
ference figures as well as the characteristics of amorphous bodies, 
whereas gelatin jellies showed no signs of a crystalline structure. 
Harrison* obtained spherical coagulation forms of starch which 
resembled Bradford's spherites; but he does not regard them as 
crystalline. 

In the course of their investigations, Zsigmondy and Bach- 
mann observed ultramicroscopically the formation of gelatin, 

1 Cf. Hatschek: Kolloid-Z,, 13, 881 (1913). 

2 KoUoid-Z.y 13, 241 (1913). 

»/, Am. Chem. Soc., 44, 1313 (1922). 

* Biochem. J., 14, 189 (1920). 

bDeisz: Kolloid-Z., 14, 139 (1914). 

® Hakrison: ^'The Physics and Chemistry of Colloids and Their Bearing 
on Industrial Questions,*’ report of a general discussion held jointly by the 
Faraday Society and Physical Societies of London, Oct. 25, 57 (1920). 

^ Nackr. Kgl. Oes. Qdttingen, 96 (1918). 

Boc, Dyers Cohuriats^ 82, 40 (1916). 
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agar, and silica jellies by agglonieration into flaky groups of 
freely movable ultramicrons of unknown structure. It is thus 
implied that all jellies are not necessarily filamentous in structure. 
This is supported by recent ultramicroscopic observations carried 
out by Harrison^ on gelatin and cellulose jellies which were found 
to consist of minute portions joined together in a somewhat irreg¬ 
ular manner. Alexander^ believes that the formation of chains 
or threads is not essential to gelation, although chain-like struc¬ 
tures may form as a result of orientation of the polar molecules. 

Whatever may be the exact structure of jellies, most of the 
experimental evidence supports the micellar or sponge theory 
rather than the cellular or honeycomb theory. The presence of 
definite threads or filaments leaves little room to doubt the exist¬ 
ence of an interlacing network structure in certain jellies. It 
would, of course, be highly interesting, if jellies of widely different 
substances were all essentially identical in structure. Such a 
condition seems altogether unlikely; but investigators have 
apparently sought to establish such an identity. Studies on 
specific jellies have led some to conclude that all jellies are made 
up of a framework of amorphous threads; other that they are 
composed of crystalline threads; and still others who fail to find 
any threads or filaments at all but observe an irregular grouping 
of particles. Doubtless all are right in specific cases. Indeed, 
it is not unlikely that there are various arrangements of molecular 
aggregates in different jellies and perhaps in the same jelly. 
In a heterogeneous mixture of complex groups such as are found 
in gelatin sol or jelly, it is probable that the process of gelation 
and the jelly structure are more complex than in the inorganic 
jellies or in soap jellies. The orientation of the particles may 
result in fibrils in certain cases and in more or less irregular 
arrangements in others. In certain cases the fibrils may consist 
of definite crystals, while in others the crystalline characteristics 
may be entirely lacking. In all cases it seems probable that the 
particles are highly hydrous as a result of adsorption or absorp¬ 
tion and that they are linked together, forming an irregular mesh 
or network in the interstices of which liquid is entrained. 

1 “The Physics and Chemistry of Colloids and Their Bearing on Industrial 
Problems,^' 67 (1920). 

* “Glue and Gelatin,” 84 (1923). 
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We may next inquire into the structure of gelatinous precipi¬ 
tates. S ince a gelatinous precipitat e differs from a jelly on ly in 
having undergone contraction with the consequent excretion of 
f Tqiii^r.t he two types of gels are generally considered to be quite 
similar in structure. Recent investigations of the physical 
character of bodies by means of x-rays confirm von Weimarn’s 
contention that many gelatinous precipitates, such as hydrous 
alumina and ferric oxide, which we used to think were amorphous, 
are, in reality, made of myriads of tiny crystals. This naturally 
raises the question whether the submicroscopic crystals are 
themselves gelatinous and so impart the gelatinous property to 
the mass. Unfortunately, von Weimarn does not enlighten us 
on this point; but it is apparently possible to have gelatinous 
crystals. Thus Harrison^ speaks of aqueous solutions of benzo- 
purpurino and chrysophenene setting to jellies containing gelat¬ 
inous crystals, some of them so fine that they can pass unbroken 
through a filter paper. Similarly, cholic acid gives a blue precipi¬ 
tate with iodine which may form in clusters of needle crystals 
possessing rigidity. Under other conditions needle-shaped 
crystals are formed which are gelatinous and can be bent in all 
kinds of shapes by moving the cover glass on the microscope slide. 
Some of these so-called gelatinous crystals show remarkable 
vibrations due to the impact of the molecules and move about 
like the spiral bacteria present on the teeth. Harrison^s observa¬ 
tions seem to throw some light on the problem of what constitutes 
a gelatinous crystal or aggregate and hence on the related problem 
of what is a gelatinous precipitate. 

Le Chatelier^ succeeded in polishing metal with colloidal silicic 
fiJ}'] hrrirp n^nclnded thnt the gp^«tinmiR pr ecipitate consis ts 
of anhydrous silica aiic[ water . Bancroft® considers this evidence 
inconclusive since anhydrous silica may have been formed as a 
result of pressure during polishing, and suggests that a better 
method of attack is to consider whether grains of sand mixed 
with water will give a gelatinous precipitate. Since this does 
not happen, as a rule, Bancroft concludes: 

‘ ^^The Physics and Chemistry of Colloids and their Bearing on Industrial 
Problems,'’ 58 (1920). 

^ Siliee et les Silicates,” 70 (1914). 

® Applied Colloid Chemistry,” 236 (1921). 
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We must therefore assume one of two things. Either the sand 
grains are held together extraordinarily firmly by water when they are 
very fine, or there is some other factor comes in. The first explanation 
cannot be the right one because, if it were, one ought then to l.)e aide 
to get a gelatinous precipitate of any colloid at ordinary tein])eratures 
without much difficulty, which is not the case. We never get gelat¬ 
inous gold, and while we can get gelatinous calcium carbonate, we 
have to do it in a very special way. Consequently, Le Chatelicr’s 
hypothesis cannot be accepted without modification. 

As previously noted, Zsigmondy^ explains the liquid character 
of gels rich in water by assuming the ultramicrons to be sur¬ 
rounded by water layers and to have a certain free path and 
motion. The objection to this view is that Zsigmondy does not 
show why it should be so. Harrison’s observations on gelati¬ 
nous crystals bear on this point. Gelatinous crystals are a^^ 
e qtly extremely fine, needle-shaped masses so thin that t hey lack 
rigidity an d so flexible that th e y can be bent and twisted into 
v aHbus"sHapes and may move iinder .jthaimm ba.rdm ent of water 
molecules. A clus ter or network of such needle-shaped, flexible 
ryst^^ tha l ndsdrb ^ater st^ would form a viscous or 
Iplastic mass, usually knownas a gelatmous precipitate. If the 
crystals are compact and rigid rather than thin and flexible, they 
would not form a gelatinous precipitate unless they united into 
threads or strings possessing the flexibility and elasticity which 
characterizes a thin needle crystal. Obviously the particles 
need not be crystalline, and as a rule they probably are not. A 
gelatinous precipitate is apparently a network composed of 
extremely finely divided particles which have coalesced to form 
flexible filaments or chains and which adsorb water very strongly 
and so are highly hydrous. Where the particles do not adsorb 
water particularly strongly and where the tendency to coalesce 
into filaments or threads is not great, a high concentration of the 
finely divided particles is necessary, as in the case of calcium car¬ 
bonate and barium sulfate. It is probable that neither tendency 
is very marked in the case of gold, which accounts for the fact 
that no one has prepared a gold jelly. I am not aware, however, 
that anyone has attempted to precipitate a fairly large amount 

^Zsigmondy: ^‘Chemistry of Colloids,” translated by 8pear 138 (1^117). 
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of gold in a small volume, as von Weimarn does with barium sul¬ 
fate. While a gelatinous precipitate of gold has not yet been 
prepared, this might be a fairly simple process if the metal were 
dispersed in some liquid, other than water, which is very strongly 
adsorbed by gold. Borjeson^ working in Svedberg^s laboratory, 
prepared a cadmium jelly by allowing a very dilute sol of cad¬ 
mium in alcohol to stand for some time in a glass bottle. In 
this case the particles were only in radius and the concen¬ 
tration but 0.2 to 0.5 per cent. Barium sulfate is readily 
obtained in a gelatinous form by precipitation in selenium oxy¬ 
chloride.- The physical character of the precipitate is due to 
very strong adsorption of selenium oxychloride by the minute 
particles which form as a result of the extreme insolubility of the 
sulfate in the liquid medium. 


PRKP A RATION 

If we start out with the assumption that a gel consists of myri¬ 
ads of particles enmeshed into a network which entrains liquid, 
it follows that any substance should form a gel, provided a suit¬ 
able amount of a highly dispersed substance is precipitated and 
provided the particles adsorb the dispersing medium very 
strongly. The amount of the dispersed phase that must be 
present to form a firm jelly by a precipitation method will depend 
on the size and nature of the orientation of the particles and 
the extent to which they adsorb the dispersing liquid. The 
methods of procedure which have been employed will be con¬ 
sidered separately. 

Cooling of Sol. —Certain substances such as gelatin and agar- 
agar swell in water at ordinary temperatures but are not pep¬ 
tized, forming a sol, until the temperature is raised. At the 
higher temperature, the liquid phase serves the double role of 
peptizing agent and dispersing medium. On cooling such a 
sol, a jelly is formed provided the concentration is suitable. 

^ **The Physics and Chemistry of Colloids and their Bearing on Industrial 
Ihoblcms,’^ 55 (1920). 

^LffiNEKR and Taylok: J. Phys. Chem.y 28 , 962 (1924). 
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Thus a sol containing 1 per cent of pure gelatin does not gel 
until around 10°, and gelation does not take place at any concen¬ 
tration above ±35°. According to Bachmann/ pure warm 
solutions of gelatin are almost homogeneous, but on cooling, a 
new phase appears, as evidenced by a heterogeneity that is 
amicroscopic or submicroscopic, depending on the concentration. 
This process is similar in certain respects to crystallization but 
differs from it in that microns, submicrons, ultramicrons, and 
amicrons are formed according to the concentration. The 
appearance of visible particles is not dependent on the formation 
of a jelly, as these may be seen before the jelly sets and in dilute 
solutions that do not set. When a jelly results on cooling a sol, 
the process apparently consists in the formation of highly 
hydrous molecular aggregates which are linked together to 
form a more or less rigid network. Bogue believes that the 
aggregates not only grow but become more hydrous on cooling. 
This might be expected in view of the rapid increase in adsorp¬ 
tion which usually results from lowering the temperature. The 
sol-gel transformation in a given system does not occur at a 
definite transition point, but the transition is continuous and 
reversible over a somewhat indefinite period. 

Swelling. Non-aqueous Gels. — Practically all substa nces 
which form the so-called elastic gels show the capaci ty pf 
in a suitable liquid . Thus dry gelatin, fibrin, and starch will 
sweir in water at ordinary temperature, forming jellies that arc 
peptized at higher temperatures giving sols. Si niilarlv. albumin 
swells in wate r but n ot in alcohol, benzene, ether , or 
turpentine. Vulcanized India rubber sw ells in various orga nic 
solvents such as b enzene, tolu ene, and xylene b ut not m wat er; 
and soaps sw_elli n water and in many organic sdvents . Numer¬ 
ous theories® have been advanced to explain the phenomenon, 
but there is as yet no explanation to account for the fact that 
certain substances swell in only a limited number of liquids. 
The swelling of gelatin has been studied most extensively and 
has been found to depend on a number of factors, among which 

1 Z, anorg. Chem., 73, 125 (1911). 

2 Bogue: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 44 , 1313 (1922). 

® These theories have been summarized and their limitations pointed out 
in a paper by Babteul and Sims: J. Am, Chem, Soc.y 44 , 289 (1^2). 
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may be ruontioned the hydrogen ion concentration;’ the addition 
[of neutral salts;'-* the temperature; and the structure.^ 

The importance of the hydrogen ion concentration on the swell¬ 
ing phenomenon was suggested by Ostwald and has been empha¬ 
sized particularly by Procter and Wilson and by Loeb, who have 
applied Donnan^s theory of membrane equilibria in interpreting 
the mechanism of the swelling process. Before taking up the 
Procter-Wilson theory of swelling, the theory of membrane 
equilibria on which the former is based will be considered briefly. 

Dorman^s theory of rnembrnne equilibria^ deals with the equilib¬ 
ria resulting when a membrane separates two electrolytes 
containing 1 ion which cannot diflfuse through the membrane. 
Starting with two completely ionized electrolytes, (1) NaCl and 
(2) NaR, separated by a membrane impermeable to the ion 
R', Donnan shows that equilibrium will be established only 
when the product of the concentration of sodium and chloride 
ions has the same value on both sides of the membranes, thus, 

[Na*]i X[Cr]i - [Na *]2 X[a ']2 

the brackets signifying concentration in rnols per liter, and the 
subscripts 1 and 2 referring to solution 1 and solution 2, respec¬ 
tively. This is the so-called equation of products based on the 
distribution law. 

For the specific case cited above, the equation of products 
may take a somewhat different form. Thus, at the outset, the 
system of two solutions separated by a membrane may be repre¬ 
sented as follows: 


Solution 1 Solution 2 
[Na-][C1'] [Na-][R'l 

^ Chiari: Biochem, Z., 33 , 167 (1911); Procter: J. Chem. Soc.y 105 , 313 
(1914); Loeb: J. Gen. PhyaioL, 1 , 41 (1918). 

*Hofmeister: Arch, exptl. Path. PharmakoL, 27 , 395 (1890); 28 , 210 
(1891); Pauu: Pfltiger^s Arch., 67 , 219 (1897); 71 , 333 (1898); Spiro: 
Beitr&ge zur chem. Physiol.^ 6 , 276 (1904); Wolpoanq Ostwald: Pfluger's 
Arch.^ 108 , 563 (1905); Fischer: '^Edemaj** New York (1910). 

® Procter and Burton: J. Soc. Chem. Ind.^ 36, 404 (1916); Arisz: 
KoUoidchem. BetheftCf 7, 42 (1915). 

^ Z. Ekktrochem.y 17 , 572 (1911). 



18 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES 


On allowing the system to stand, the diffusible sodium and chlo¬ 
ride ions distribute themselves until eciuilibrium is established. 
At equilibrium in solution 1, let 

a; = [Na*] - [Cr] 


and at equilibrium in solution 2 let 

y = [Cl'l 

and - [R'] 

hence, (^ + 2 :) = [Na * ] 

Thus we have 


Solution 1 Solution 2 

^Na- ' ^Cl' (y + Na' * VOV * 


and the equation of products is 

= y(y + z) 


In solution 1, a:Na' = ^ci'; while in solution 2, ?/Na' + ^Na- = IJcvi 
but since the product of the concentrations in solution 1 is the 
same as the product of the concentrations in solution 2, it must 
follow that 

^Na' + ^CV < 2/Na' + IfCV + ^^Na' 

or 2x < 2y z 

In other words, at equilibrium, the concentration of diffusible 
ions in solution 2 is greater than in solution 1. Now, if we let 

e = {2y z) — 2x 
then 2y + z = e + 2x 

and the equation of products becomes 

a; = 2/ + Vey 

which shows again that sodium chloride does not distribute itself 
equally, but the concentration of the ionized sodium chloride at 
equilibrium is greater in solution 1 than in solution 2. This gives 
rise to an osmotic-pressure difference as well as to a difference in 
potential across the membrane. The equation for this potential 
difference was derived by Donnan in the following way: 

Let iTi and be the potential for positive electricity in solu¬ 
tion 1 and solution 2, respectively, in the above mentioned system; 
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and let the minute amount of positive electricity Fdn be trans¬ 
ferred isothermally from solution 2 to solution 1. This process 
involves a change in free electrical energy represented by Fdn 
(tti — 112 ) and the simultaneous transfer of udn mols of Na‘ from 
solution 2 to solution 1 and of vdn mols of Cl' from solution 1 to 
solution 2, where u and v are the transport numbers of the respec¬ 
tive ions. The maximum osmotic work involved in the transfer 
of the ions is given by the expression 

udn RT log. + vdn RT log. 


Since the system is in equilibrium; the electrical work is ecpiivalent 
to the osmotic work, or 


Fdn (iri - W 2 ) = udn RT log. }' + vdn RT log. 

[i\a [^..1 j 2 

„ INa-l^ fC’l'l. r , ^ , 


Hence, if F 


Ti — Tt 


E 


RT, X 


It may be shown that this equation is valid even when other 
ions of any valence are added to the system. Donnan has tested 
the accuracy of the equation in the fallowing cases: (1) Congo 
red and sodium chloride; (2) potassium chloride and potassium 
ferricyanide; (3) sodium arsenate and sodium chloride. In 
every instance there is fairly good agreement between the calcu¬ 
lated and experimental values. Donnan has also applied the 
same general principles to such cases as NaA and KA, and NaA 
and CaAa, in which the membrane is impermeable to the ion A'. 

The Procter-Wilson Theory of Swelling A —To account for the 
swelling of gelatin, Procter and Wilson assume that hydrochloric 
acid, say, combines with gelatin forming a readily soluble high- 
ionized salt, gelatin chloride, and that the resulting equilibrium is 
a special case of the Donnan membrane equilibria. To make the 

Procter: J. Chem, Soc.j 106 , 313 (1914); Kolloidchem. Beihefte^ 2 , 243 
(1911); Procter and Wilson: J. Chem, Soc,, 109 , 307 (1916); Wilson and 
Wilson: Am. Ckem. Soc.f 40 , 886 (1918). 
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reasoning general, a protein G is supposed to react with an acid 
HA in accord with the following equation: 

G + H* + A' - Gir + A' 

Hence, if a millimol, say, of G is immersed in a solution of HA, 
the solution penetrates the jelly which combines with a part of 
the H ’ ions giving GH *. In this way the concentration of H ‘ 
ions within the jelly is reduced below that of the A' ion; whereas 
in the solution surrounding the jelly, the concentrations of the 
two ions are necessarily equal. Thus the solution is separated 
into two phases, an external phase with the two diffusible ions 
H * and A' and a jelly phase containing the diffusible ion A' and 
the ion GH ‘ which is a part of the elastic jelly structure and so 
cannot diffuse. This constraint imposes a restraint on the equal 
distribution of ions within and without the jelly. When equilib¬ 
rium is established, in the external phase, let 

X = [IP] = [A'] 

and in the jelly let y = [H' ] 

and 2 - [GH * ] 

From which [A'] = y + 

Since the produ(!t [H' ] X [A'] will have the same value in both 
phases at equilibrium, it follows that 

= y{y + 

If, as before, we let e — 2y + z — 2x 

then X = y + \/ey 

This shows x to be greater than 7/, which means that [H ’ ] is greater 
outside the jelly than in it. From this it follows that [A'] is 
greater in the jelly than in the external solution. For this reason 
the anions of the protein salt will tend to diffuse outward into 
the external phase. This exerts a pull on the cations GH' 
forming part of the protein framework, and causes an increase in 
the volume of the jeUy directly proportional to e, the excess of 
concentration of diffusible ions of the jelly over that of the 
external solution. 

Procter and Wilson have tested this theory experimentally 
in the case of gelatin and hydrochloric acid, and have found good 
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agreement l^etween olxservcd and calculated values. Moreover, 
Loeb and Kunitz^ showed that all monobasic acids produce 
approximately the same degree of swelling at the same hydrogen 
ion concentration, as the theory predicts. 

The addition to acid-swollen jellies of neutral salts, such as M A, 
neither of whose ions combine with the protein as hydrogen ion 
is supposed to do, increases the cation concentration y in the 
jelly but not the alleged gelatin cation concentration z. This 
decreases the excess of diffusible ions inside the jelly over that 
outside and so decreases the swelling, as observed experimentally. 

The application of the Donnan theory of membrane equilibria 
to the swelling of gelatin is certainly a step forward in explaining 
the mechanism of the swelling process, although it is apparently 
inapplicable to such cases as the swelling of rubber in benzene 
or xylene, where the existence of a Donnan equilibrium is pre¬ 
cluded by the absence of dissociation. Moreover, it is a serious 
mistake to conclude, as some have done, that prediction of results 
by means of a formula proves the assumptions on which the for¬ 
mula is based. Procter, Wilson, and Loeb assume a definite 
chemical combination between gelatin and hydrochloric acid 
with the formation of a highly ionized salt, gelatin chloride, which 
gives a non-diffusible cation GH ’. The mathematical formulas 
deduced from this hypothesis do not prove its correctness, for 
one can get exactly the same formulas and make exactly the 
same predictions by making the more probable assumption that 
hydrogen ion is preferentially adsorbed on the surface of gelatin 
particles rather than entering into definite chemical combination 
with the particles. This is recognized clearly by Donnan:^ 

Very many interesting investigations based on this simple theory 
have been made by Jacques Loeb and his collaborators. In this work, 
among other things, the effects of acids, alkalies, and salts on the osmotic 
pressures and membrane potentials of the amphoteric proteins have 
been studied. Loeb has shown that the simple theory of membrane 
equilibria is capable of accounting fairly quantitatively for a great 
many of his experimental results, and regards this as a proof that the 
phenomena exhibited by the protein ampholytes are due to simple 
chemical reactions and not to the adsorption of ions by colloid aggre- 

» J. Gen. Physiol, 5 , 665, 693 (1923). 

* Chem. Reviews, 1, H7 (1924). 
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gates or micelles. While this view may be correct in many instances, 
it is necessary to remcanber that the theory of membrane c(iuilibria 
depends simply on two assumptions: {a) the existence of ecpiilibrium; 
(/>) the existence of certain constraints which restrict the free diffusion 
of one or more electrically charged or ionized constituents; and that 
the ecpiations which result from the theory will hold equally well 
whether we have to deal with ^‘colloid units’^ wdiich have ac(pjired an 
ionic (character (electrical charge) by adsorption of ions, or with simple 
molecules which have become ionized by the loss or gain of electrons. 
All that is necessary for the theory is that the simple ionized molecules 
of the ionic micelles be subjected to the same constraint, namely, inabil¬ 
ity to diffuse freely through the membrane. This constraint then 
imposes a restraint on the ecpial distribution on both sidt\s of the mem¬ 
brane of otherwise freely diffusible ions, thus giving rise tf) the concen¬ 
tration, osmotic, and electrical effects with which the theory deals. 

The investigations of Loeb led him to conclude that only the 
anions of neutral salts are taken up by gelatin on the acid side 
of the so-called isoelectric point of gelatin (pif = 4.0) and only 
cations on the alkaline side. This conclusion is hardly justified 
by Loeb^s experiments since, throughout most of the range 
investigated, he was working with relatively low concentrations 
of salts and so detected no effect of cations other than hydrogen 
on the acid side and of anions other than hydroxyl on the basic 
side. At relatively high concentrations of neutral salts, the 
specific effect of cations other than hydrogen and of anions 
other than hydroxyl would doubtless appear. This inference 
is supported by work carried out in the author^s laboratory on 
the adsorption of anions by hydrous chromic oxide on the alkaline 
side of the isoelectric point. If the concentration of the anion 
under consideration is very large relatively to that of hydroxyl, 
the effect of the latter is negligible, whereas if the hydroxyl ion 
concentration is appreciable, the adsorption of the other ion is 
cut down enormously or completely nullified.^ 

As noted above, the dehydration and swelling of a gelatin 
jelly is reversible over a considerable range. This is not the case 
with hydrous oxide jellies such as silica. Van Bemmelen® 

^ C/. Michaelis; Colloid Symposium Monograph, % 1 (1924); Stiasny: 
KollouDZ,, 36 , 353 (1924). 

* Die Absorption (1910). 
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showed that a silica gel containing a great deal of water shrinks 
very much when the water is removed; and, while it will tak(i up 
some water again, the volume change is not reversible. If the 
drying is carried sufficiently far, pores are developed that are 
filled with air, and these pores can then be filled with a liquid 
other than water; but there is no appreciable swelling. When 
gelatin is dried, such pores are not developed and a dry gel of 
natural gelatin will not adsorb benzene. 

Although the porous mass formed by drying a non-elastic 
gel will not swell in organic liquids, Graham found that such 
liquids will replace the water in a jelly. Thus a silica gel con¬ 
taining 11 per cent Si 02 was suspended repeatedly in alcohol, and 
an alcogel was formed having approximately the same volume 
as the original gel. In a similar way the water was replaced by 
inorganic and organic acids. Van Bemmelen substituted ace¬ 
tone for the water and Bachmann^ put in benzene. Neuhausen 
and Patrick^ found that the replacement of water was not quite 
so complete as Graham reported on repeated immersions of a 
silica jelly in anhydrous alcohol or benzol. Elastic jellies show a 
similar behavior. Thus Biitschli^ found it comparatively easy 
to replace the water in a gelatin jelly with alcohol and this again 
by chloroform, turpentine, or xylene, even though dry gelatin 
does not swell in these liquids. 

y/ Concentrated Gels. —Many difficultly soluble salts that ordi¬ 
narily precipitate in relatively large crystals can be throwm out in 
the form of a gelatinous precipitate or jelly from very concen¬ 
trated solutions. This phenomenon was observed by Hartung,^ 
Buchner,® Biedermann,® Neuberg,^ and particularly by von Wei- 
mam.® The latter® made a systematic study of the form in which 
substances precipitate from solution. He calls attention to a 

‘ Z. aruyrg. Chern., 73, 125 (1912). 

® J. Am, Chem. Soc., 43, 1844 (1921). 

* *‘Uber den Bau quellbarer Kdrper,'^ Gottingen, 22 (1896), 

* *‘Recherohes de morphologic synth^tique sur la production artificielle de 
quelques formations calcaries organiques,'' Amsterdam (1872). 

» Chem, Ztg,, 17, 878 (1893). 

^ Z, aUgem, Physiol., 1, 154 (1902). 

^ Sm. Akad, Wise, Berlin, 820 (1907). 

* *^Zur Lehre von den Zustandcn der Materie'^ (1914). 

® Von Wnimarn; ^‘Grundztige der Dispersoidchemie,'’ 39 (1911), 
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number of very (HfTerent factors on which precipitation depends: 
the solubility of the substance; the latent heat of precipitation; 
the concentration at which the precipitation takes place; the 
normal pressure at the surface of the solvent; and the molecular 
weights of the solventjand the solute. He points out the impossi¬ 
bility of taking all of these factors into account and simplifies 
the problem by considering, first, but two of the factors: the 
solubility of the precipitating substances, and the concentration 
at which precipitation begins. The effect of viscosity is discussed 
briefly in a later work.^ The process of condensation (precipita¬ 
tion) is divided into two parts: the first stage, in which the mole¬ 
cules condense to invisible or ultramicroscopic crystals; and the 
second, which is concerned with the growth of the particles as a 
result of diffusion. The velocity at the important first moment 
of the first stage of the precipitation is formulated thus: 

ir _ „ Condensati^ pres 8 ure_ _ Q 

~~ ^ Condensation resistance ^ L ~ L ^ 

where W is the initial rate of precipitation; Q the total concen¬ 
tration of the substance that is to precipitate; L the solubility of 
coarse crystals of the substance; Q — L P the amount of super- 
p 

saturation. The ratio 7 - = t/ is the precentage supersatura- 

Ju 

tion at the moment precipitation begins. 

The velocity of the second stage is given by the Nernst-Noyes 
equation: 

y = I • 0 • (c - 0 

where D is the diffusion coefficient; S the thickness of the adherent 
film; 0 the surface; C the concentration of the^urrounding solu¬ 
tion ; and I the solubility of the dispersed phase for a given degree 
of dispersity. C — I may be termed the absolute supersaturation. 
From these general formulations, von Weimam arrives at the 

P 

conclusion that jellies are obtained only when the ratio tiiai 

is, the percentage supersaturation V, can be made enormous. 
It is pointed out that the nature of a precipitate is quite different, 

* Von Weimarn: Kolloidchem. Beihefle, 4 , 101 (1912). 
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depending on whether a given value of U is obtained by a large 
P or by a small L. If a large U is obtained by a high value of 
P, a large amount of disperse phase is produced and a gel forms, 
while if P is small and L very small, a relatively small amount of 
disperse phase is produced and a sol is formed. Von Weimarn 
has demonstrated the accuracy of his deductions in a large num¬ 
ber of cases, using reacting solutions of high concentrations; and 
it is apparently true that any salt can be obtained in a gelatinous 
form if the concentration of the reacting solutions and so the 
velocity of precipitation is sufficiently high. Thus, von Weimarn^ 
prepared gelatinous precipitates of barium sulfate which usu^ly 
comes down in the form of crystals, by mixing 1 to 3 V solutions 
of manganese sulfate and barium thiocyanate. By using solu¬ 
tions of sufficiently high concentration (3 to IN) all the solute 
was enclosed, forming jellies. These are no^ the conditions under 
which jellies are usually obtained, and their existence is temporary. 
By mixing very high concentrations of materials that react to 
form an insoluble precipitate, a very large number of relatively 
small particles are formed, because of the high degree of super¬ 
saturation.^ Each of these minute particles adsorbs a little water 
and as they are very close together, a semisolid mass results that 
entrains all the liquid phase, thus forming what has been termed 
a jelly. These so-called jellies break down on standing, on 
account of growth of the particles and the consequent liberation of 
adsorbed water. I do not believe that precipitates in which the 
ratio of mols of water to mols of salt is, say, 20:1 or 25:1 should 
be considered as jellies in the same sense as precipitates in which 
this ratio is two or three hundred times as great. Very finely 
divided sand or fuller^s earth may be matted in the bottom of a 
test tube, and this solid will take up a great deal of water before a 
supernatant water layer is observed; but I should not call such 
a preparation a jelly. It seems to me that von Weimarn’s barium 
sulfate jelly may be similar except that the particles are much 
smaller, and so a given amount will take up more water. On 
the other hand, with true jellies where the amount of enclosed 
water may be relatively enormous, time must be allowed for 


^ “Zur Lehre von den Zustiinden der Materie,*’ 21 (1914). 
» Bancroft: J. Phys, Chem.^ 24 , 100 (1920). 
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formation of a definite structure. As a matter of fact, von 
Weimarn^ recognized a difference between a barium sulfate jelly 
prepared by his method and a jelly formed by uniform gelatiniza- 
tion of a liquid throughout its mass, as in the case of gelatin 
jelly. The former he terms a ‘‘coarsely cellular gel’’ and the 
latter a “reticulated gel.” 

Precipitation of Sol.—Since finely divided particles that adsorb 
water strongly are of primary importance for the formation of a 
hydrous jelly, it would seem that the most promising method of 
preparing dilute jellies would be to precipitate hydrous substances 
from colloidal solution. The von Weimarn theory would tell 
us, of course, that this precipitation would have to take place 
at a suitable rate under conditions that are not conducive 
to growth of the individual particles; but it does not enable us 
to predict the optimum rate of coagulation, the effect of stilts on 
jelly formation, or the conditions that favor the formation of a 
jelly rather than a gelatinous precipitate. As a result of recent 
investigations in the author’s laboratory on the formation of 
typical dilute inorganic jellies, the hydrous oxides particularly, 
it is possible to outline the general conditions of jelly formation 
and the effect on the process of various factors other than the 
percentage supersaturation “at the important first moment of 
the first stage of condensation” from molecules to invisible 
particles. Jellies would be expected to form from colloidal 
solution if a suitable amount is precipitated at a suitable rate 
without agitation in the absence of a medium that exerts an 
appreciable solvent or peptizing action. If the concentration 
of thej(^olloid is too low, no jelly or only a very soft jelly can result. 
If the velocity of precipitation is too great, contraction is likely 
to occur with the formation of a gelatinous precipitate instead of a 
jelly. The effect of the presence of salts on jelly formation is, 
therefore, determined in large measure by the precipitating and 
stabilizing action of the ions in so far as these affect the rate of 
precipitation. In general, a slow rate of precipitation favors the 
formation of a jelly rather than a gelatinous precipitate if there 
is little or no tendency of the particles to grow as a result of the, 
solvent action of the electrolyte. The favorable concentration 
for different electrolytes is in the immediate region of their 
i J. Itu83. Phya.-Chem. Soc,, 47 , 2163 (1915). ' 
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precipitation concentration. A little below this value, no precipi¬ 
tation or only a sligiit precipitation takes place; while above this 
value, coagulation is usually so rapid that a gelatinous precipitate 
is formed instead of a jelly. The reason is that time is not allowed 
for the uniform mixing of the colloid with coagulant, and the 
slow uniform precipitation necessary for the building of a uniform 
jelly structure is replaced by rapid uneven coagulation and the 
consequent contraction that distinguishes a gelatinous precipitate 
from a jelly. 

The accuracy of these deductions has been demonstrated 
repeatedly, and frequent reference will be made to them in later 
chapters. In many cases, these jellies may be obtained in rela¬ 
tively low concentrations. A notable example is the case of 
hydrous chromic oxide which formed a firm jelly/containing but 
0.18 per cent Cr 2 ()a and a soft jelly containing 0.09 per cent Cr 203 . 
The formation of such dilute jellies can result only when the 
particles are very hydrous and when the conditions of precipitation 
allow time for the building up of an enmeshing network. In 
case the particles are but slightly hydrous and show but little 
tendency to link together into threads, extremely high concen¬ 
trations must be present, as von Weimarn found. 

Dialysis of Sols.—Prolonged dialysis of colloidal solutions 
frequently leads to the precipitation of a part of the suspended 
phase as a gelatinous precipitate. When this process was carried 
out in a suitable way on a colloidal solution of ferric arsenate 
peptized by ferric chloride, Grimaux^ obtained a firm, transparent 
jelly. This observation has been confirmed and extended by 
Holmes and his pupils.^ Similar observations have been made 
in the author^s laboratory with hydrous oxides of chromium and 
aluminum, and the method is probably a general one. From 
the point of view outlined in the foregoing section, the formation 
of jellies by dialysis of a colloidal hydrous substance is readily 
understood. Dialysis merely removes the stabilizing ion slowly 
and uniformly below the critical value necessary for peptization; 
and^recipitation results just as if the adsorption of the stabilizing 

* CompU rend,, 08 , 1540 (1884). 

* HotMES and Rindtosz: /. Am. Chem. Soc., 88, 1970 (1916); Holmes 
and Arnold: Ibid., 40 , 1014 (1918); Holmes and Fall: lUd., 41 , 763 
(1919). 
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ion wore compensated for or neutralized by the addition of an 
electrolyte having a suitable precipitating ion. The accairacy of 
these deductions has been demonstrated conclusively in a series 
of investigations on the arsenates of iron and aluminum.^ 

Dilute Jellies by Metathesis.—According to the von Weiniarn 
theory, mixing dilute solutions that interact at once may give 
a gelatinous precipitate but not a jelly, since the perccaitage 
P 

supersaturation ^ = F is too small because of the small value of 

P. As a matter of fact, however, jellies have been obtained 
under certain conditions by mixing very dilute solutions in which 
L is sufficiently large that precipitation is slow and quantitative^ 

P , 

precipitation impossible, so that = f/ is very small. Siu^h 

L 

cases are apparently not covered by the von Weimarn theory. 
It is quite possible to obtain a gelatinous precipitate by mixing 
dilute solutions of two salts which precipitate immediately 
(P small, but L very small); but a jelly will not form under 
these conditions. The reason is evident when we consider the 
impossibility of getting the instantaneous mixing of the solutions 
which is essential for uniform precipitation throughout the 
mixture. One part is precipitated before another is mixed with 
the precipitant, and the uniformity characteristic of a jelly 
is lost. Moreover, the mixing itself will tend to destroy the 
jelly structure. The results are, therefore, not unlike those 
obtained when a colloid capable of forming a jelly by slow precip¬ 
itation is coagulated too rapidly by the addition of excess elec¬ 
trolyte. To obtain a jelly from a colloidal solution, it is 
necessary to add such an amount of electrolyte that thorough 
mixing is possible before appreciable coagulation takes place. 
From these considerations, it follows that precipitation bf a 
hydrous substance as a result of double decomposition might form 
a jelly instead of a gelatinous precipitate in case the thorough 
mixing of the solutions could be effected before precipitation 
begins and in case the precipitation, once started, proceeds at a 
suitable rate. Such conditions do not obtain as a rule; but they 
are entirely possible theoretically. Thus the precipitation 

1 Weiser and Bloxsom: J. Phys. Chem., 28 , 26 (1924). 
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may bo the result of a stepwise process, one step of which proceeds 
at a suitably slow rate. It is further possible to have a reaction 
that goes very slowly at low temperatures but with marked velocity 
at higher temperatures. This would not only allow of mixing 
without precipitation but would enable one to control the sub¬ 
sequent rate of reaction by a suitable regulation of the tempera¬ 
ture. Such a favorable combination of circumstances apparently 
obtains when a manganese salt of a strong acid and KH 2 ASO 4 are 
mixed. The latter salt ionizes thus: KH 2 ASO < 3 ; K -f H 2 ASO 4 '; 
but on account of the solubility of Mn(H 2 As 04 ) 2 , no Mn*’ ions 
are removed from solution by interaction with H 2 ASO 4 '. The 
latter ion, however, undergoes secondary ionization to a slight 
degree as follows: ILiAsO./H + HASO 4 "; and insoluble 
MnHAs ()4 is formed in accord with the reaction: Mn'' + 
IIAs() 4" = MnllASO.*.^ 

Since the precipitation of MnHAs <)4 is accompanied by the 
formation of an equivalent amount of free hydrogen ion in solu¬ 
tion, an equilibrium is set up which prevents the complete precip¬ 
itation of the manganese. However, the amount of MnHAsOi 
formed and the rate of formation by the above process are influ¬ 
enced to a marked degree by the temperature, so that it is possible 
to obtain good jellies by mixing dilute solutions of the necessary 
salts in the cold and allowing the mixture to stand at room tem¬ 
perature or warming to a suitable temperature. This has been 
demonstrated with the arsenates of manganese^ cobalt, iron, 
cadmium, and zinc.- When the precipitated particles are very 
highly hydrous and when the tendency to crystallize is slight, 
very dilute jellies may be prepared by this method. Thus a 
firm jelly is formed with 0.5 per cent and soft jelly with but 0.25 
per cent MnHAs 04 . A microscopic examination of this jelly 
shows that it consists of filaments or fibrils. Here again, the 
time factor is important for the formation of an enmeshing net¬ 
work of hydrous filaments. 

Favorable conditions for the precipitation of a jelly may be 
realized by the slow hydrolysis of a suitable salt. Thus if a 
solution of aluminum sulfate is poured on a few iron turnings, 

'Deisz: KoUouLZ., 14 , 139 (1914). 

2 Wbiser: J. PhyB, Chem., 28, 26 (1924). 
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slow hydrolysis takes place, with the ultimate formation of a 
firm hydrous aluminum oxide jelly. ^ 

VAPOR-PRESSURE REI.ATIONS 

Freshly precipitated gelatinous oxides, such as the hydrous 
oxides of iron, chromium, aluminum, tin, and silicon, have a 
vapor pressure almost the same as water and maintain it until 
the water content of the gels is lowered quite appreciably. Van 
Bemmelen- has examined a large number of such oxides and has 
found the loss of water in dry air to be continuous, the vapor- 
pressure curve showing no breaks such as would be expected if 
definite chemical compounds—hydrates—were formed. Fomiu- 
las for definite hydrates of precipitated oxides are frequently given 
in the literature, but in the vast majority of cases, the composition 
indicated by these formulas is purely accidental, depending as 
it does on so many factors, such as the conditions of formation, 
the method of drying, and the age.^ In general, it may be said 
that the metallic oxides precipitated in a highly gelatinous fonn 
are never hydrates, so that they should be looked uix)n as 
hydrous oxides rather than hydrous hydrated oxides. This docs 
not mean that there are no hydrates of the metallic oxides, for 
there are a few, among which may be mentioned FeaOs • H 2 O and 
AI 2 O 3 *31120; but, as a rule, these must be prepared in a 
special way. 

Four general types of vapor-pressure-composition curves may 
be distinguished.'^ These are represented diagramatically in 
Fig. 1 . Curve I is typical of the crystalline hydrates of which 
M0O3 *21120 is an example. Curve II likewise indicates the 
formation of a hydrate, although the steps in the curve are not 
so sharp as in curve I. The absence of sharp breaks even when 
definite hydrates are formed is accounted for by assuming that a 
part of the hydrate water is held definitely in place in the crystal 
lattice while a part may move about in the crystal lattice with 

‘ CiTSHMANN and Cogoeshall: Tram, Am. Electrockem. Soc.^ 39 , 81 
(1921). 

2 Die Absorption’’ (1910). 

« Weihek: J. PhyB. Chem., 24 , 277, 505 (1920); 29 , 401, 654 (1922); 27 , 
501 (1923). 

^ Cy. HOttig: Kolloid^Z., 35 , 337 (1924). 
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more or less freedom.^ Yellow tungsten trioxide WOa-HoO 
behaves in this way. Curve III is an adsorption curve typical 
of such hydrous oxides as ferric oxide and chromic oxide in which 
the water is not held in any definite proportion. Curve IV is 
likewise an adsorption curve in which there is a break, owing 
to change in the size of the pores in the hydrous gel such as is 
observed with silica. 



Fi(i. 1.—TypcM of vai)or-prcsf’uro (?ur\'cs. 


An elastic jelly, such as gelatin, loses water continuously in 
dry air, just as does a gelatinous oxide;* but, unlike the latter, the 
process is very much more nearly reversible, a dry plate taking 
up moisture and swelling again in moist air. As already pointed 
out, pores are not developed by the dehydration, as in the case 
of silica gel. A still more striking difference between the non¬ 
elastic gels is that the former will take up a great deal more water 
when dipped in the liquid than when suspended in the vapor at 
the same temperature. Von Schroder* studied the behavior of 
gelatin in liquid water and in water vapor, and was led to con¬ 
clude that the vapor pressure of water in gelatin must be higher 
than that of pure water because water distills from the gelatin 

* Htlrria: Foiiseh. Chem., Physik, physik. Chem., 18, 5 (1924). 

* Katz: Z. Elektrochem., 17, 800 (1911). 

’ Z. physik. Chem., 45, 109 (1903), 
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to the vapor phase. Bancroft^ explains von Schroder’s results 
by postulating a cellular structure for gelatin. The walls of the 
cell will adsorb a certain amount of water from the saturated 
vapor, but the microscopic cells or pockets will not be filled unless 
the gelatin is immersed in water. On lifting the swollen jelly 
into the vapor phase, water will distill from the curved micro¬ 
scopic droplets to the plane surface of water in the containing 
vessel, because of the higher vapor pressure of the former. As 
Bancroft points out, the objection to this explanation is that it 
postulates a cellular structure for gelatin, which seems more and 
more improbable in the light of recent investigations. Wolff 
and Btichncr- claim that water docs not distill from a fully dis¬ 
tended gelatin jelly into the vapor phase and that von Schnklcr’s 
conclusions are the result of experimental error. Washburn* 
finds that moistened clays will dry in a closed vessel above water, 
a result that supports von Schroder’s observations; but he believes 
this to be due to the action of gravity. There seems no way of 
settling the question definitely except by a careful repetition of 
von Schnkler’s experiments. 

Whenever a dry gel takes up moisture, heat is evolved^ and a 
contraction in volume*’ takes place, particularly in the earlier 
stages. Although the volume of the system, water + dry gel, is 
greater than that of the swollen gel, the gel itself increases 
in volume and so may exert a very high pressure. In some 
experiments on dried seaweeds, Ileirike** found that water was 
taken up against a pressure of 41 atmospheres, the volume 
increase amounting to 16 per cent. Similarly, Rodewald^ found 
that starch swells against a pressure of 2500 atmospheres. Posn- 
jak^ made some observations on the amount of water with which 
gelatin is in equilibrium at various pressures and on the cor- 

^ ^‘Applied Colloid Chemistry,” 75 (1921). 

^ KoninkUjke Akad. Wetenschappen Ainsterdam^ 17, May 30 (1914); Z. 
physik. Chem., 89, 271 (1915). 

^ J, Am. Ceram. Soc.^ 1, 25 (1918). 

< Wiedemann and Lt^DEKiNo: Wied. Ann.j 25, 145 (1885); Rodewald: 
Z. physik. Che7n., 24, 193 (1897). 

®LOdekino: Wied. 4rm., 36, 552 (1888). 

® Hanstein's hotan. Ahhandl.y 4, 1 (1879). 

^ Z. phymk. Chem., 24, 193 (1897). 

^ Kolloidchem. Beihefte, 3, 417 (1912). 
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responding behavior of raw rubber in different organic solvents. 
In all experiments the amount of licpiid taken up decreases with 
increasing pressure. The data do not enable us to determine 
what pressure would be necessary to prevent any swelling or to 
remove all the adsorbed liquid from a swollen jelly; these values 
would probably be very high in every case. Some idea of the 
magnitude of the swelling pressure of gelatin may be obtained 
by coating a glass plate with gelatin which has absorbed the maxi¬ 
mum amount of water and observing the degree to which the 
glass plate is bent by the drying film of gelatin.^ The strain is 
frequently sufficient to break the plate or to pull pieces of glass 
off the surface. 

Having outlined the general properties of gels and their general 
methods of formation, we may proceed to a detailed consideration 
of the colloid chemistry of the hydrous oxides. It seems advis¬ 
able to start off with hydrous ferric oxide, one of the most common 
members of this class of compounds. 

^ Graham: J. Chem. Soc,, 17, 320 (1804). 
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THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF IRON 

Hydrous Ferric Oxide 

Composition. —Hydrous ferric oxide, frequently misnamed 
ferric hydroxide, is thrown down as a highly gelatinous precipi¬ 
tate when an alkali is added to a solution of ferric salt that is 
not too dilute. This might be expected, since the percentage 
supersaturation preceding precipitation is relatively enormous, 
a condition favorable to the formation of extremely minute 
particles. The orientation of these particles into an enmeshing 
network that entrains water constitutes the gelatinous precipi¬ 
tate. The bulky mass loses water gradually on standing and 
becomes more compact and granular. Since a small integral 
ratio between oxide and water may be realized by drying the pre¬ 
cipitated oxide under suitable conditions, many hydrates have 
been described from time to time.^ Tomrnasi^ recognized two 
series of such hydrated oxides, yellow and red or brown, that 
were believed to bear an isomeric relation to each other. The 
members of the red series, obtained by precipitating a ferric salt 
with alkali, were very bulky, were soluble in dilute acids, and 
were dehydrated even by boiling water.The members of the 
yellow series, prepared by oxidation of hydrous ferrous oxide'* 
or ferrous carbonate, were denser than the red, were but sparingly 
soluble in concentrated acids, required a higher temperature for 

*Lefort: J. jyrahi. Chem.^ 64, 305 (1851); P6an de St. Gilles: Ann, 
chim. phys., (3) 46, 47 (1856); Davies: J. Chem. ^Soc., 19, 69 (1866); Witt- 
stein: Chem, ZerUr., (1) 24, 367 (1853); Schaffner: Liebig's Ann, Chetn,, 
61, 177 (1844); Brescius: J. prakt. Chem., (2) 3, 272 (1871); Ramsay: 
J, Chem. Soc., 32, 395 (1877). 

2 Bull 80 C. chim., (2) 88, 152 (1882), 

3 Davies: J, Chem. Soc., 19, 71 (1866). 

< Cf, Phillips: “Graham-Otto I^ehrbuch,” 3rd ed., II, 2, 725 (1863). 
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dehydration, and retained a molecule of water even on prolonged 
boiling with water. ^ 

Since the brown precipitated oxide can be dehydrated by 
prolonged heating under water, it seems unlikely that it should 
form a definite hydrate. As a matter of fact van Bemmelen^ 
demonstrated conclusively that the ratio of oxide to water in the 
red-brown compound depends entirely on the method of treat¬ 
ment; and that all the various formulas corresponding to definite 
hydrates are the accidental result of the method of drying used 
by the different investigators. Van Bemmelen attributed all 
the differences between the yellow and the brown oxide to 
differences in physical structure; but there are some grounds for 
believing that the much greater tenacity with which the yellow 
compound holds onto water between certain temperatures is 
due to the formation of a yellow hydrate. The evidence for 
this view comes chiefly from attempts to establish the 
composition of minerals. 

In addition to the anhydrous ferric oxide, hematite, mineral¬ 
ogists distinguish at least five hydrates of ferric oxide: 
turgite, Fe 203 *0.51120; gothite and lepidocrocite, Fe 203 *H 20 ; 
limonite, Fe 203 • 1. 5 H 2 O; xanthosiderite, F 6203 • 2 H 2 O; and 
limnite, Fe 203 *31120. Hematite is sometimes found in nature 
as a well-crystallized substance; but the monohydrate alone 
of all the others occurs in a definite crystalline form. Ruff*^ 
attempted to produce hydrates synthetically by heating the red- 
brown gelatinous precipitate under pressure of 6000 atmospheres. 
Between 30 and 42.5®, he claimed to get a yellow hydrate cor¬ 
responding to limonite; between 52.5 and 62.5®, a yellow-red 
hydrate corresponding to gothite; and at higher temperatures, 
brick-red turgite. His synthetic preparations, however, did 
not agree with the corresponding minerals in stability; and it is 
improbable that they were identical either in physical structure 
or in the amount of water they contained. By hydrolysis of a 
solution of ferric chloride, Fischer^ obtained an oxide whose 

^ 0/. Muck: Z. filr Chemie, 41 (1868). 

^Rec. tr(w. chim.y 7, 106 (1888); Z. anorg. Chem., 20, 185 (1899); “Die 
Absorption,'^ 70, 370 (1910). 

« Ber.y 34, 3417 (1901). 

<Z. anor^. Chem,y 66, 37 (1910). 
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dehydration curve was very similar to that of a natural lirnonitc. 
The com{X)sition of a synthetic compound, prepared in a similar 
way by Posnjak and Merwin,^ approached that of a monohydrate 
at 165^^; and above this critical temperature it went over rapidly 
to red anhydrous oxide, analogous to hematite. However, the 
existence of a definite temperature of inversion of limonite to 
red hematite has not been established.^ 

Some years ago Posnjak and Merwin^ in the Geophysical 
Laboratory made a systematic analytical, optical, crystallo¬ 
graphic, and thermal study of ferric oxides, which proved con¬ 
clusively that, even in the case of minerals, no series of hydrated 
ferric oxides exists. The only hydrate whose existence? has b(?en 
established satisfactorily is the monohydrate. This occurs in 
nature in two crystalline forms, gothite and lepidocrocite; and 
in an indefinite amorphous condition with a considerable excess 
of adsorbed water, known under the name limonite. The other 
minerals, previously considered hydrates, are either hydrous 
ferric oxide monohydrate or solid solutions of hydrous mono¬ 
hydrate and hydrous ferric oxide. By heating the system 
re 2 () 3 -S 03 -H 20 below 130°, a synthetic yellow crystalline mono¬ 
hydrate is formed which is identical microscopically with certain 
natural gothites.^ This appears to be the first crystalline hydrate 
to be synthesized although, more than 30 years ago, van Bcm- 
melen'* claimed to have prepared a crystalline monohydrate by 
the action of water on sodium ferrite at 15°. Van Bemmelcn^s 
so-called hydrate crystals possessed the same transparency and 
shape as the crystals from which they were derived, strongly 
suggesting that they were pseudomorphs after sodium ferrite 
rather than crystals of a definite monohydrate. Moreover, 
they decomposed and lost water below 100°, whereas the natural 
and S3mthetic monohydrates are prefectly stable at this 
temperature. 

Since, with but one exception, there is no definite ratio of 
ferric oxide to water, the water must be retained by the hydrous 

1 Am. J. Sci., (4) 47, 311 (1919). 

2 Bureau Soilif, Bull. 79, 18 (1911). 

® Posnjak and Meuwin: J. Am. Chem. Soc.y 44, 1965 (1922). 

^ Van Bemmelen and Klobbie: J. prakt. Chem.j (2) 49, 497 (1892). 
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oxides either by adsorption, as van Bemmelen supposed, or in 
solid solution, or both. Foote and Saxton‘ attempted to deter¬ 
mine the manner in which water was held, by observing the vol¬ 
ume changes on freezing the precipitated oxide. They came to 
the conclusion that the water which freezes gradually with falling 
temperature is held in capillaries; while water which cannot be 
frozen is in the ''combinedstate. The ''combined'' water is 
given up slowly on heating the precipitate with water, with no 
tendency toward simple ratios between ferric oxide and water; 
and when once dehydrated, the material does not take up water 
to form hydrates. It was assumed, therefore, that the ferric 
oxide and water "combine" in indefinite proportions, which is 
essentially a case of solid solution rather than of adsorption. 
The failure of gel water to freeze at a certain temperature is no 
criterion for determining whether water is dissolved or adsorbed. 
Therefore, there appears to be no justification for assuming the 
existence of a solid solution, unless it is proved that the gelati¬ 
nous oxide is always crystalline, and that some of the water forms 
an integral part of the crystal lattice. Some recent observations 
of Simon and Schmidt^ bear on this point: 

Samples of hydrous ferric oxide of different degrees of fineness 
were prepared as follows: (1) by precipitation of a ferric nitrate 
solution with ammonia at 40®; (2) by precipitation of a cold ferric 
chloride solution with ammonia; and (3) by dialysis of a solution 
of ferric nitrate until the gel precipitated and the dialysatc was 
free from nitrate. Sample 1 was relatively coarse, sample 3 
very fine, and sample 2 of intermediate fineness. The tempera¬ 
ture-composition curve for each preparation was obtained with a 
special tensi-cnidiometer.^ As shown in Fig. 2, all the curves are 
continuous and give no indication whatsoever of the formation of 
definite hydrates containing one, two, or more molecules of water. 
It was demonstrated by x-ray spectography that oxide 1 was 
completely amorphous when dried in the air, but showed amicro- 
scopic crystals of Fe 208 when heated to a temperature sufficiently 
high to drive off all the water. The air-dried oxide 3, prepared 
by slow hydrolysis of a ferric salt, gave a weak interference pat- 

1J. Am. Chem, Soc., 88 , 688 (1916); 39, 1103 (1917). 

® Kolloid^Z. {Zsigmondy Festschrift), 36, 65 (1926). 

Z. amrg. Chem,, 114, 16b<1920). 
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tern* which appeared somewhat different from the x-radiogram of 
anhydrous ferric oxide. This suggests that certain gelatinous 
preparations may contain some water in solid solution between 
the oriented Fe^Os molecules in the lattice. As Posnjak and 
Merwin have shown, under certain special conditions the water 



Fig. 2, “ T(!mpcrature-comp08ition curv^es of hydrous forrio oxides. 

molecules in the FesOs lattice may assume fixed positions in the 
stoichiometrical relation represented by the definite compound, 
FesOs-H^O. 

FERKIC OXIDE SOLS 

The P6an de St. GUles Sol.—P^an de St. Gilles® prepared 
colloidal ferric oxide by continued boiling of a solution of ferric 


* €f., however, Bohm: Z. anorg. Chem., 149 , 203 ( 1925 ). 

* Compl. rend., 40 , 568 , 1243 ( 1855 ). 
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acetate. The red-brown cohn’ which is characteristic of th(^ 
acetate becomes brick red as the boiling continues, and the 
peculiar taste of ferric salts gives place to that of acetic acid. 
The colloid is distinctly turbid in reflected light, but is perfectly 
clear in transmitted light. The red-brown dejxisit, formed by 
coagulation with dilute sulfuric acid, is relatively insoluble in 
even the more concentrated acids. When the colloid is poured 
int-o hydrochloric acid, there is formed a finely divided granular 
bri(dv-red precupitate whicdi shows no n^semblance to ordinary 
hydrous ferric oxide, (liolitti’ extended the experiments of Pi'^an 
de St. Gilles and confirmed the imj)ortant observation that the 
physical character of the precipitated colloid varies with different 
precipitating agents. The addition of a small quantity of sul- 
furous, sulfuric, selenious, iodic, periodic, boric, or phosphoric 
acid produces a gelatinous precipitate which is not repeptized 
by water, while adding a small amount of hydrochloric, hydro- 
bromic, hydriodic, nitric, perchloric, or perbromic acid causes 
slight precipitation of a finely divided brick-red powder not easily 
removed by filtration. A largi^r amount of one of the latter group 
of acids precipitates completely a powder that is readily peptized 
by water, as P^'an de St. Gilles observed. 

An investigation^ of the anomalous behavior of the Pean de 
St. Gilles colloid with different el(X>trolytes showed that the for¬ 
mation of a gelatinous precipitate is independent of the valence 
of the precipitating ion; and that the most voluminous precipi¬ 
tate is obtained when there is immediate agglomeration through¬ 
out the entire solution and when the precipitating agent has no 
solvent action on the particles. The conclusions accord with the 
view that a gelatinous precipitate will result whenever finely 
divided hydrous particles are thrown down under conditions 
favoring the formation of an enmeshing network enclosing liquid. 
It is well known that slow precipitation from a supersaturated 
solution is conducive to the building up of large crystals; whereas 
rapid precipitation results in very small crystals which may give 
rise to a gelatinous mass. In a P^an de St. Gilles sol, we have the 
very finely divided particles essential to the formation of gelati- 

^Gazz. chim. Ual., 36 , 11, 181 (1905). 

*C/. Wbiskr: J. Phys, Chem., 24 , 312 (1920). 

» Wbjsbjr: Ibid., 24 , 298 ( 1920 ). 
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noiLs forrie oxide; but if the sol iijii;f»;l()iueriites too slowly, the pri¬ 
mary particles may orient thcanselves into more or less granular 
masses that will entangle relatively little water. On the other 
hand, if the sol agglomerates rapidly, there is no time for the 
orientation of the primary particles, and a network may form that 
will enclose relatively large amounts of water and hence will be 
relatively voluminous. On this account, a gelatinous precipitate 
is always ol)tained when the precipitating anion is polyvalent, 
since low concentrations of such ions cause ra})id agglomeration. 

Although substances containing anions of high pnKupitating 
jx)wer cause rapid agglomeration to gelatinous precipitates, this 
property is obviously not confined to electrolytes with strongly 
adsorbed anions. Thus, potassium chloride produces a very 
voluminous precipitate although chloride ion is not usually 
adsorbed strongly; whereas hydrochloric acid causes the precipi¬ 
tate to come down granular. With these two electrolytes the 
different character of precipitate is due to the rate of agglomera¬ 
tion and the solvent action of the precipitant. Potassium chlo¬ 
ride possesses no solvent action, and the stabilizing influence of 
potassium ion is relatively slight; hence, when the precipita¬ 
tion value is exceeded, rapid agglomeration takes place. On 
account of the stabilizing influence of hydrogen ion, the precipi¬ 
tation value of hydrochloric acid is greater than that of its 
potassium salt, and the rate of precipitation is slower. 

Contrary to the usual statement, hydrochloric acid has an 
appreciable solvent action on the P<5an de St. Gilles ferric oxide, 
particularly while the oxide is in the colloidal state. Accordingly, 
the slower the sol is agglomerated by an acid, the greater will be 
the amount of oxide dissolved. Although the Pean de St. (lilies 
colloid is fairly uniform, there is unquestionably considerable 
variation in the size of the individual particles, such as Zsigmondy 
and others have observed with colloids generally; and it is the 
smallest particles that are the most readily attacked. Hence, 
the solvent action will, to a greater or lesser extent, prevent the 
formation of an enmeshing network of particles, thus cutting 
down the amount of water that can be enclosed and carried down; 
and so decreasing the volume of the precipitate. 

From what has been said, it follows that the addition of suffi¬ 
cient hydrocliloric acid to cause rapid agglomeration, before the 
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solvent action of the acid has had time to manifest itself appreci¬ 
ably, should yield a more voluminous precipitate than is obtained 
in the region of the precipitation value. Furthermore, a less 
gelatinous precipitate should be obtained with a concentrated 
solution of sulfuric acid than with the very weak solution neces¬ 
sary to cause precijntation. l^'inally, if the stabilizing influence 
of the cation tends to cut down the rate of agglomeration, then 
salts with polyvalent cations and univalent anions should produce 
a granular precipitate under certain conditions. All these con¬ 
clusions are readily verified experimentally. 

Scheurer-Kostner^ obtained the Pean de St. (lilies colloid by 
heating a dilute solution of h^rric nitrate; while Krcckc“ used 


'Fablc I. —II vDJioLvsTs OF Fkuhio A(’ETATK 


Solution l)oil(‘(l j 

I Old solutions j 

1 

] N(av solutions 

i 

Icrric a(! 0 - 
tatc 0.7 M 

Water 

Cblor of .sol 

Color of 
precipitat(‘ 

(volor of sol 

j 

Color of 
pretapitatc 

50.0 

0.0 

Reddish oranj^e 

Y(41ow 

Very dark red 

Dark red 

25.0 

25.0 

Orange 

Yellow 

Dark red 

Dark red 

12.5 

37.5 

Light orange 

Yellow 

Red 

Dark red 

6.3 

43.7 

Wllow 

Yellow 

Light red 

Dark red 

3.2 

46.8 

Canary 

Yellow 

Orange red 

Dark red 


ferric chloride. A pure sol may be prepared'^ in a relatively 
short time by boiling a colloidal solution of ferric oxide peptized 
by the minimum amount of acetic acid. The Pt^an de St. Gilles 
colloid is always described as brick red, but the color varies with 
the conditions of preparation, a yellow sol being formed if the 
ferric acetate solution is allowed to stand for some time at room 
temperature before subjecting it to the boiling temperature. 
This is shown by the results recorded in Table I: A solution of 
ferric acetate approximately 3 M with respect to iron but con- 

1 Ann, chim, phys., (,3) 67 , 23 (1850). 

prakL Cheni,, (2) 3 , 280 (1871); cf. Debray: CompL rend., 68 , 913 

(1809). 

» Weis^r; J, Phys, Chem,, 24 , 299 (1920). 
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taining excess ferric oxide was allowed to stand 10 days, after 
which a 20-cubic-centirneter portion was diluted to 100 cubic 
centimeters and from it were prepared 50-cubic-centimeter por¬ 
tions of other solutions of various concentrations, as given in the 
table. In a similar way, a series of solutions was made up from a 
freshly prepared solution of ferric acetate. Both sets of solutions 
were boiled vigorously on an electric hot plate for 15 hours, 
the water being replaced as it evaporated. A difference in the 
color of the two scries of sols was soon noted and became ciuite 
pronounced as the boiling continued; the colloids from the old 
ferric acetate were yellow, and from the new red. After discon¬ 
tinuing the boiling, samples of each sol w(^re precipitated with 
potassium sulfate and the color of the precipitate noted. 

Neidle^ obtained a yellow colloid by dialysis of a ferric chloride 
solution in the hot; but only the sols prepared from very dilute 
solutions were stable. 

The Graham Sol. —(Jraham- prepared a sol differing in certain 
respects from the Pean de St. (lilies sol, by the dialysis of a ferric 
acetate solution in the cold; or more usually, by peptizing gela¬ 
tinous ferric oxide in ferric chloride solution and then removing 
the excess ferric chloride by dialysis. Unlike the P(5an de St. 
Gilles sol, Graham’s preparation is colored deep reddish brown 
and is clear. Moreover, the coagulum obtained on adding elec¬ 
trolytes is highly gelatinous and is readily soluble in dilute acids. 

The Graham sol has been widely used in investigations of 
colloidal behavior and various methods have been employed in 
its preparation. Krecke^^ hydrolyzed ferric chloride solutions 
without dialysis. Biltz^ hydrolyzed dilute solutions of ferric 
nitrate; while van Bemmelen'^ used ferric chloride, and Freund- 
lich,^ iron carbonyl. Grimaux*^ prepared a similar product by 
pouring an alcoholic solution of ferric ethylate into water, 

1 J. Am. Chem. Soc., 39 , 70 (1917). 

® J. Chem. Soc., 16 , 250 (1862). 

® J. prakt Cfoem.y (2) 3 , 286 (1871); cf. Wuioht: J. Chem. Soc.^ 43 , 156 
(1883). 

4 Ber., 36 , 4431 (1902). 

7j. anorg. Chem., 36 , 380 (1903). 

®Frb3undlich and Wosnessensky: Kolloid-Z., 33 , 222 (1923). 

Compt. rend., 98 , 105, 1434 (1884). 
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Ccaurilow^ oxidized ferrous carbonate with hydrogen peroxide; 
and Neidle and Croinbie^ oxidizcnl ferrous chloride with potassium 
permanganate in the cold and dialyzed. Neidle also oxidized 
ferrous chloride with hydrogen peroxide'^ and dialyzed in the hot.'* 
The latter method is particularly satisfactory for the rapid prepa¬ 
ration of colloidal ferric oxide free from metals other than iron. 
A similar sol was formed by hot dialysis of a solution of ferric 
chloride to which was added sufficient ammonium hydroxide to 
react with GO per cent of the salt.*" Tribot and Chr(!'^tien^ used 
electrodialysis to obtain a pure sol fairly rapidly. The cathode 
was placed in the colloid and the anode in the water which sur¬ 
rounds the membrane of the dialyzer. 

(liolitti^ reports that the Clraharn sol approaches more nearly 
t/O the properties of the P^^'an de St. Gilles sol the longer the time 
of standing and the higher the temperature of preparation. 
Browne,^ on the other hand, failed to find any appreciable differ¬ 
ence between old and fresh Graham sols or between cold and hot 
dialyzed sols provided the hot dialysis was not begun until the 
first large excess of electrolyte had been removed. A 4-year-old 
sol containing 40 equivalents of iron to 1 of chlorine had the same 
conductivity and stability toward electrol>’tes as a fresh sol of 
the same concentration and purity. 

In the preparation of the P6an de St. Gilles sol by the autho^^s 
method, particular care was taken to wash the hydrous oxide 
by a centrifugal process until it started to go into colloidal solu¬ 
tion, before peptizing with acetic acid. The process of washing 
out the precipitating agent constitutes one of the general disper¬ 
sion methods of making sols; but its application to the preparation 
of colloidal solutions of the hydrous oxides we owe to Brad- 
field*^ who worked out a centrifugal method which appears 

1 KoU(yi<DZ., B7, 46 (1925). 

»J. Am. Chem. Soc., 38, 2607 (1916). 

»J. Am. Chem, Soc., 39, 2334 (1917). 

*J. Am. Chem. Soc., 38, 1270 (1916). 

** Neidle and Barab: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 39, 79 (1917). 

® Compt. rend., 140, 144 (1905). 

Gioutti: Qazz. chim. ital., 38, II, 252 (1908); cj. Ibid., 36, II, 181 (1905); 
36, II, 157 (1906). 

® Private communication. 

Am. Chem. Soc., 44, 965 (1922). 
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particularly useful for preparin^^ a pure sol in the ininiinurn time: 
Anunoiiiuni hydroxide was added to a coucentrated solution of 
ferric chloride with constant stirring until minute floccul(\s of 
hydrous oxide were barely visible. The more granular i)recipi- 
tate, formed by adding an excess of ammonium hydroxide, was 
less reversible. The precipitate was allowed to settle and was 
washed by decantation until it commenced to become (colloidal. 
This solution was then passed through a Sharpies Laboratory 
Supercentrifuge making 112,500 revolutions per minute, at the 
rate of about 3 liters per hour. At the end of the run the sleeve 
was coated with an extremely finely divided layer of a nnidish- 
brown hydrous oxide. This material was removed, mixed to 
a uniform paste with wat('r, using a mortar and pestle; and was 
then poured into a larg(‘ bulk of water for the next washing. 
After repeating the process four times, the contents of the bowl 
could be divided into two distinct parts; (1) a yellowish-brown 
fairly stiff deposit on the lowest 5 centimeters of the skujve which 
graded slowly into (2), a dark-red highly hydrous d(‘posit that 
was barely stiff enough to adhere to the sleeve, dlie two frac¬ 
tions were separated, shaken with a small amount of wat(U’, and 
analyzed. From these stock solutions, stable sols of any desired 
concentration could be prepared. The liquid discharged after 
the third washing was a beautiful cherry-red sol, containing but 
a minute trace of chloride. 

The Negative Sol. —A century ago, Rose^ observed that 
glycerin, mannite, sucrose, and glucose will prevent the pre¬ 
cipitation of hydrous ferric oxide on adding alkali or ammonia to 
a solution of ferric salt. This observation was confirmed by 
Grimaux,- who attributed the solubility of the hydrous oxide to 
the formation of a negative sol stabilized by preferential adsorp¬ 
tion of hydroxyl ion.'^ Invert sugar is seven times as effective 
as cane sugar in preventing the precipitation.'* In this connec¬ 
tion, it is of interest to note that a small amount of hydrous ferric 
oxide inhibits the crystallization of cane sugar to such an extent 
that a high percentage of molasses is obtained in plant work if 

1 Ann. chim., 24, 27 (1827). 

^Grimaux: Cornpt. rend., 98, 1485 (1884). 

® Of, Chattekji and Dhar: Chem. News^ 121, 253 (1921). 

^Riffakd: Compt. rend., Tt, 1103 (1874). 
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the raw sugar is kept in iron vessels or the clearing ^‘char’’ 
contains iron.^ 

Robin^ added ammonia to a mixture containing glycerin, 
peptone, and ferric chloride. He claimed to get a clear solution 
of ferric peptonate; but what he had was a negative ferric oxide 
sol in which both peptone and glycerin functioned as protective 
colloids. Fischer'* used glycerin as a protector in preparing a 
negative sol to use for intravenous injection in arsenic poisoning. 
The ordinary positive sol cannot be employed, as it precipitates 
the negatively charged scrum. A negative sol containing excess 
of both alkali and glycerin docs not precipitate serum and is not 
immediately toxic to rabbits, but it met with limited success 
in intravenous injections.^ Dozzie*‘ reports considerable success 
in the treatment of anaemia by injection of colloidal hydrous 
ferric oxide. 

Powis^* prepared a stable negative sol without a protective 
colloid by allowing 100 cubic centimeters of 0.01 A ferric chloride 
to run slowly, with constant shaking, into 150 cubic centimeters 
of 0.01 A sodium hydroxide. The sol was of clear browmish- 
yellow color and showed no sign of precipitation after standing 3 
weeks, although a trace of barium chloride caused immediate 
coagulation.^ 

A ferric oxide sol prepared by electrical disintegration of iron 
electrodes under water^ is usually positively charged; but it 
becomes less positive, neutral, and finally negative by repeated 
filtration through such substances as filter paper, glass w^ool, 
cotton, or sand, which are negatively charged in the presence of 
water. According to Malarski,^ the reversal of charge on the 
particles is brought about by contact with the negative filtering 
media. While this explanation seems plausible, the experiments 
should be repeated to determine to what extent the properties of 

^ Thokpe: ‘^Dictionary of Applied Chemistry,” 3, 176 (1912). 

^Compt, rend,, 101, 321 (1885). 

® Biochem, Z., 27, 223, 238 (1910). 

* Fischer and Kuznitzky: Biochmn, Z.^ 27, 311 (1910). 

^Gazz. ospeddli clm.^ 41, 182 (1920). 

« J. Chem, Soc., 107, 818 (1015). 

^C/. Keller: KoUoid-Z., 26, 173 (1920). 

8 Bbbdig: Z. EleUrochem,, 4, 514 (1898); Z. physik. Chem., 34, 258 (1899). 

9 KolioirDZ., 23, 113 (1918), 
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the sol are altered by adsorption of stabilizing ions during 
repeated filtration. 

Composition of Ferric Oxide Sol. —Since but one precipitated 
hydrate of ferric oxide exists—the yellow monohydrate—it 
seems altogether improbable that the red colloidal solutions of 
P6an de St. Gilles or Graham contain definite hydrates. The 
variation in properties between the Graham sol and the red and 
yellow Pean de St. Gilles sol is not due to chemical structure or 
the existence of hydrates, but is the result of difTereiua^s in the 
size-distribution curve of the primary colloidal particles. I'or 
the Grahani sol, the maximum is in the region of exceedingly 
small particle size, the position of the maximum shifting toward 
larger size particles as we pass to the red and the yellow Pean 
de St. Gilles sols.^ The conditions under which the sols are 
formed favor this view. Thus the percentage su])orsaturation 
of ferric oxide is highest for the conditions which give the Gra¬ 
ham sol and lowest for those which give the yellow P6an de St. 
Gilles sol. Differences in hydration of the ferric oxide sols arc 
due to differences in specific surface, the Graham sols possessing 
the greatest specific surface and, therefore, the greatest amount of 
aasorbed water. If the Graham sol is impure and dilute, there 
is a gradual growth of primary particles accompanied by a decrease 
in the amount of adsorbed water. The absence of chemical 
combination between water and ferric oxide in sols prepared by 
hot dialysis was confinried recently by means of freezing-point 
determinations carried out by Browne.^ Although the colloid 
contains ferric oxide in a highly hydrous condition, the effect of 
dextrose on the freezing point of the sol showed that the water 
associated with the oxide was adsorbed, as all the water present 
in the sol acted as solvent for dextrose or for any other soluble 
substance. 

While the particles of the red sol are hydrous oxides, it is 
possible that the yellow P^an de St. Gilles sol may contain par¬ 
ticles of monohydrate or of hydrous monohydrate. 

Colloidal ferric oxides can be prepared fairly free from electro¬ 
lytes but it has been demonstrated repeatedly that at least some 

1 Zsigmondy: Chomintry of Colloids,'^ translated by Spear, lt>3 (1917)* 

2 J. Am. Chern. Soc.j 45, 297 (1023). 
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electrolyte must be present in such sols to ensure their stability.^ 
Thus the Graham sol, peptized by ferric chloride or hydrochloric 
acid, always contains traces of chlorides, however long the dialysis 
may be continued.'^ On this account, a number of investigators 
consider the various dialyzed colloids to be chlorides of condensed 
ferric hydroxides like Fe 2 (OH)fl 3 ^ 5 oF<> 2 Clf; or as oxychlorides of 
variable composition.^ This conception of the nature of col¬ 
loidal solutions meets with serious objection at the outset, since 
hdscher'^ and others^' have shown that definite chemical oxychlor¬ 
ides of iron do not exist at ordinary temperatures. Naturally, 
investigators who assume the existence of such definite compounds 
in ferric oxide sols are unable to agree on their composition. 
I'hus, Nicolardot claims that the sols are made up of mixtures of 
two compounds in which the ratios of iron to chlorine in equiv¬ 
alents are G and 125, respectively. Neidle showed these ratios 
to be purely accidental; but believes there is a compound in 
which the ratio is 21. Recently Thomas and Frieden have 
arrived at the conclusion that 1 mol of ferric chloride is necessary 
to keep 21 mols of ferric oxide (ratio of iron to chlorine in equiv- 

1 Kastner: A7m. cMm. phfjfi.y (3) 67, 231 (1859); Debray: Compi. rend.j 
69, 174 (1804); Magnier de la Source : Ibid., 90, 1352 (1880); Hantzsch and 
Desch: Liebig's Ann. ('hem., 323, 28 (1903); Linder and Picton: J. Chem. 
Soc., 87, 1920 (1905); Wyrouboff: /Inn. cldm. phys., 7, 449 (1905); Ruer: 
Z. anorg. Chem., 43, 85 (1905); Neidle: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 39, 2334 (1917). 

* Cf. Uper: ‘Tiber kolloides Eisenoxyd.,’' Dissertation, Dresden (1915). 

® WYROCBOFPand Verneuil: Bidl. soc. chim., (3) 21, 137 (1899); Jordis: 
Z. anorg. Chem., 36, 16(1903); Z. Elektrochem., 10, 509 (1904); Dijclaux: 
Compt. rend., 138, 144, 809 (1904); 140, 1468, 1544 (1905); 143, 296, 344 
(1906); J. chim. phys., 6, 29 (1907); Linder and Picton: J. Chem. Soc., 
87, 1919 (1905); Nicolardot: ^drin. c/tfm. 6 , 334 (1905); Malfitano: 
Compt. rend., 139, 1221 (1904); 140, 1245 (1905); 141, 660, 680 (1905); 143, 
172, 1141 (1906); Z. physik. Chem., 68,232 (1910); MALFiTANoand Michel: 
Compt. rend., 146, 185, 1275 (1907); Michel: Compt. rend., 147, 1052, 1288 
(1908); Dumanski: Kolloid-Z., 8, 232 (1911); Neidle: J. Am. Chein. Soc., 
39, 2334 (1917); Matula: KolkmFZ., 21, 49 (1917); Thomas and Frieden: 
J. Am. Chem. Soc., 46, 2522 (1923); Pauli and Rogan: Kolloid-Z.,Zh, 131 
(1924); Pauli and Walter: Kolloidchem. Beihefte, 17, 256 (1923); KOhnl 
and Pauli: Ibid., 20, 319 (1925). 

*Z. anorg. Chem., 66, 38 (1910). 

® Cameron and Robinson: J. Phys. Chc^n., 11, 690 (1907); Giolitti: 
Qazz. chim. ital., 36, 1157 (PKHi); Smith and Giesy: J. Am, Pharm. Assoc., 
12, 855 (1923). 
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alents — 42) dispersed in the colloidal condition, irrespective 
of the concentration of the sol. These observations and conclu¬ 
sions are not in accord with Neidle, who showed that the maxi¬ 
mum purity obtainable before precipitation sets in increase's 
appreciably with decreasing iron content. Neidle prepared a 
sol, approximately 0.05 N with respect to iron, in which the ratio 
equivalents Fe •: equivalents Cl' was 84; while the maximum 
purity obtained by Thomas and Fricden at this concentration 
was only about half as great. Bradfield^ prepared a ferric oxide 
sol by washing by the use of the centrifuge, in which the ratio 
was 39G. In the pun^st sol ITer* was able to prepare by dialysis, 
the ratio was approximately 2700. 

In the light of the wide variation in the iron: chlorine ratio 
obtained by different investigators, there seems no room to douljt 
but that, within reasonable limits, the composition of a dialyzed 
colloid depends upon the condition of formation. Everybody 
knows that precipitation of a colloid will take place if the dialysis 
is carried too far; and that consistent results (‘.an obtained only 
by a very careful (control of the experimental conditions. Since 
the method of procedure followed by different investigators is 
likely to vary widely, we might expect the wide variation in the 
results which the records show. Some people require very little 
evidence to convince them of the existence of chemical compounds 
and these assign definite formulas to the dialyzed sol. Others 
who have observed the passing of many cherished and time- 
honored compounds’^ content themselves with postulating the 
formation of a series of indefinite ” compounds in order to explain 
their observations. This course is of questionable value because 
of the complexity and variability of the systems that are encoun¬ 
tered and the consequent complexity of the hypothetical com¬ 
pounds that must be assumed to exist. 

Recently, attempts have been made to determine the number 
of molecules in a single collodial particle per unit of electrical 
charge, from electrical conductivity and transport measurements 
on the sols themselves and on the ultrafiltrates from the 

1J. Am, Chem. Soc., 44, 965 (1920). 

2 “UberkolloidesEiscnoxyd.,^’ Dissertation, Dresden (1915); cf, Fueund- 
I^ich: ‘^Kapillarchemie,” 511 (1922). 
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sols4 Accjordiiift’ to Duclaux“ the speeific conductance /Vm of the 
colloidal particles or micelles of a sol is given by the expression 

i^vi, JVji Ay 


where iv« and Kf are the specific conductances of the sol and 
the ultrafiltrate from the sol, respectively. If a quantity of 
electricity Es is passed through the sol, the part carried by the 
micelles Em will be 


E„ 


Km 

Ks 


E, 


( 1 ) 


If one knows the mass of the micelle ions m transferred by a 
quantity of electricity E,,y together with the mobility of the 
Triicelle ion [/,. and of accompanying anion L\ty one can calculate 
the charge on the mass Ac corresponding to the electrochemi¬ 
cal ecpiivalent, from the e(iuation, 


Ac = 


F 

p ‘ 


L\+ Ih 


( 2 ) 


where F is 1 faraday. Substituting for Em its value from Eq. (1), 
Eq. (2) becomes 


Ae = 


FK. 

KKm 


m • 


Uc 


( 3 ) 


If Es is made identical with Fy then rn becomes *S, the mass of 
the micelle ions in mols of dispersed substance, Fe20;{. Ae thus 
becomes A^- and since 

Uc A" U a u A V A 

ilc w u 


Pk]. (3) may be written 

Ap 




( 4 ) 


Representing the sum of the mobilities of the cation and anion 
from conductivity measurements in the usual way by u A v; 

’Wintgen: Z. physik. Chem.y 103 , 250 (1922); Wintgen and Biltz: 
Ihid,y 107 , 403 (1923); Wintgen and Lowenthal: Ibid.y 109 , 378 (1924); 
cf. PiTiGGARi: “First American Congress of Chemistry” (1924); Chem, 
AbstraciSy 19 , 1518 (1925). 

^CompL rend.y 140 , 1408, 1544 (1905). 
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the molecular weight of the colloidal component, by M; 

and the weiglit in grams of Fo 20 ;{ in a liter of sol by g, then Ac, 
which becomes A/,, is 


g u -]r V 
M ‘ i 0 () 0 „, 


(r>) 


Wintgen has developed this formula from Kohlrausch’s law of 
the independent migration of the ions, in the following way: For 
a ferric oxide sol prepared by dialysis of ferric chloride, let M — 
molecular weight of FC 2 O 3 ; g — concentration in grams of Fe 2 ().j 
per liter; Z = number of elementary charges carried by 1 micelle; 
and n ~ number of FcaO.t molecules in 1 micelle. The electro¬ 
chemical equivalent weight IF of the micelle is given by 


W = 


nM 

Z~ 


( 0 ) 


which corresponds to the electrochemical equivalent weight of 
an ordinary ion; and so gives the weight in grams of Fe 2 ();{ 
which carries 1 faraday. The value 


Ae = 


TF 

M 


n 

Z 


( 7 ) 


gives the number of mols of Fe 203 in a micelle ion carrying 1 
faraday. The equivalent concentration Ca,. of the micelles is 
then 

CAe = ^ ( 8 ) 

If u and V are the mobilities of the micelle ion and chloride ion, 
respectively, from conductivity measurements, then 

1000A'„ = (w + p)CV = (m + v) 

from which 

W = 

1000 „ 

Substituting for W its value MAe from Eq. (7), Eq. (10) becomes 

A - A _ ^ w + t' 

" M ■ lOOOA™ 


( 9 ) 

( 10 ) 
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The value is spoken of as the equivalent aggregate^' or as 
the electrochemical equivalent of the micelle. If, in a liter 
of sol, there are rrii rnols of FC 2 O 3 and mo gram atoms of chlorine 
(ionized and combined); and if the concentration of chlorine in 
the intermicellar liquid (that is, in the ultrafiltrate) is [Cb], then 
the gram atoms of chlorine corresponding to mols of Fe^O^ arc 


Of this, unit amount is split off from the micelle and the remainder 
E is a part of the micelle; therefore 


E - 


nhz ~ [Cdi 


mi 


Ae - 1 


Using these formulas, Wintgen^ calculated the composition of 
the micelles of a number of sols. For example, assuming the 
micelles of an aged iron oxide sol (containing l.GOl grams 
Fe 203 and 0.06014 gram (^1 in 100 grams of sol) to be all the same 
size, the average composition of the micelles is represented by 
the formula 


( 75.85Fe2()3;7.86HCl;a:H20 FeO )i 


4- 10,230C1' 


Lottermoser^ found the hydrogen ion concentration of the ultra¬ 
filtrates from an aged sol to be the same as that of the sol. The 
micelles are believed to contain neutral chloride as well as chloride 
ion. Since the positive charge on the particles is probably due to 
stronger adsorption of hydrogen ion than of chloride ion, their 
composition may be represented by the general formula 

(|'rf^ei0 7^~C]~^zH20~| H-)n-(n - g)Cl' 

where qCV represents the chloride ion corresponding to the 
excess of adsorbed hydrogen ion to which the particle owes its 
free charge. Lottermoser'* found the specific conductance of 
the sol to be higher than that of the ultrafiltrates, the difference 
being regarded as the true conductivity of the micelles. If 

^ WiNTOEN and LOwknthal: Z. physik. Chem.y 109, 378 (1924). 

* Z. Elektrockem,, 30, 391 (1924). 

* C/. Kopaczbwski: Compt. rend.^ 179 , 628 (1924), 
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the micelles P are considered to be complex electrolytes, the 
equivalent conductivity at infinite dilution may be calculated 
from the equation 

lOOOKp 

A/> 00 ” J.T 

Aci 

The mobility of the micelle was found to rise abnormally witli 
increasing dilution in purified sols containing but small amounts 
of chlorine. This fact necessitates the assumption that the 
micelles are adsorption complexes, the abnormality being due 
to the displacing of the adsorption and hydrolysis ecpiilibria by 
dilution. The value A/.^ approaches a constant value only in 
sols rich in chlorine. From this, it would appear that nothing is 
gained by looking upon ferric oxide sols as electrolytes with 
complex cations. But if one insists on regarding them in this 
light, there is no particular objection provided one recognizes 
clearly that there is a fundamental diflerence Vjetween sols and 
non-colloidal, complex electrolytes. In the latter, there exists 
a simple, stoichiometric ratio between the neutral component 
and the complex-forming ion; while in sols, the ratio of neutral 
constitutent to what Lottermoser calls sol-forming ions is indefi¬ 
nite and changes continuously. 

A simpler and probably quite as exact an interpretation of the 
variable properties and composition of the sols may be given from 
the point of view of specific adsorption: Any number of hydrous 
ferric oxides are possible, differing among themselves in the size 
of the particles, and hence in the amount of salt or ion adsorption. 
The colloid prepared by the Graham method is formed in the 
presence of ferric chloride, hydrochloric acid, ferric ions, hydro¬ 
gen ions, and chloride ions.^ Accordingly, we might expect the 
colloidal particles to adsorb some ferric chloride and hydrochloric 
acid, and they will always adsorb ferric, hydrogen, and chloride 
ions in amounts depending on the nature of the colloid, the specific 
adsorbability, and the concentration. ^ Now it is well known 
that a substance always shows a strong tendency to adsorb its 
own ions, and hydrogen ion is usually very strongly adsorbed; 
on the other hand, chloride ion is not usually adsorbed so 

1 Browne; J. Am. Chem. Soc.y 46, 297 (1923). 

^ C/. Maffia: KoUoidchem. Beihefie, 8 , 86 (1911). 
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strongly, and this preferential adsorption results in a stable 
positive colloid. Since there is an etjuilihrium between the 
amount of a substance adsorbed and the amount in solution, 
prolonged dialysis will result in the loss of part of the adsorbed 
cations (together with an equivalent amount of anions) and this 
will decrease the stability of the sol. Adsorbed chloride, either 
as salt or as ion, will not give a test with silver nitrate; and small 
amounts of unadsorbed chloride in the presence of colloidal iron 
oxide cannot be detected by precipitation with silver nitrate, 
since the protecting action of the hydrous oxide does not allow the 
particles of silver chloride to become large enough to cause tur¬ 
bidity.^ Moreover, adsorbed chloride will have a negligible 
effect on a chlorine electrode and will not be detected potentio- 
metrically; hence it is not surprising to learn that the amount of 
chlorine as ion is less than the total chlorine content of the sol.- 
From this point of view, it is obviously unnecessary to postulate 
the existence of oxychlorides of varying composition to account 
for the observation that only a part of the chlorine present 
appears to exist as ion.^ 

Since colloidal solutions, in general, are instable in the absence 
of some soluble substance that is strongly adsorbed by the col¬ 
loidal particles, it follow^s that a colloidal solution will show a 
slight osmotic pressure and freezing-point lowering. This has 
been observed by a number of investigators with Graham’s 
colloidal ferric oxide. Duclaux^ found that the osmotic pressure 
increases with the concentration of sol but is not proportional 
to it. He demonstrated also that the osmotic pressure falls 
off slightly with rise in temperature, a result that was confirmed 
by Zsigmondy.^ Both Duclaux and Malfitano^^ observed that 
the osmotic pressure of ferric oxide sols does not vary directly 
with their conductivity, the latter decreasing more rapidly than 
the former with dilution of the sol. It has been customary to 
interpret these results qualitatively by postulating the presence 

‘ Ruer: Z, anorg. Chein., 43, 85 (1905). 

® Pauli and Matula: KoUoid-Z., 21 , 49 (1917) 

® See Dumanski: KoUoiiEZ., 8, 232 (1911). 

^ CompL rend., 140, 1544 (1905). 

* Chemistry of Colloids,^' translated by Spear, 167 (1917). 

* Compt rend., 130, 1221 (1904). 
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in the sol of complex oxy-salts having all iyho necessary propertic^s;’ 
but such an explanation is not particularly helpful. 

If we have a suspension that is altogether insoluble and con¬ 
tains no impurities, it will give rise to no osmotic pressure. The 
osmotic pressure of a well-dialyzed Graham sol is due partly to 
the colloidal particles which have adsorbed ions; but chiefly to 
the ions of ferric chloride and hydrochloric acid. Since the 
behavior of an adsorbed ion will depend on the size and nature 
of the adsorbing particle, it follows that any factor affecting the 
physical character of the particles or the adsorption of ions by 
them will influence the osmotic pressure of the sol. Moreover, 
since the osmotic pressure and freezing-point lowering in a well- 
purified sol are necessarily small, molecular weights dedu(;od there¬ 
from may be absurdly large.- In the nature of things, it is wrong 
to attribute the observed osmotic pressure and freezing-point 
lowering of any sol to the insoluble suspended material, and 
molecular weights deduced from such data are meaningless. 
The experiments of Duclaux and Malfitano should be repeated, 
and observations made of the effect of dilution and temperature 
on the number, physical character, adsorbability, and mobility 
of the colloidal particles of hydrous oxide. 

Optical Properties. —Majorana*^ made the interesting observa¬ 
tion that a sol exhibits pronounced double refraction when 
placed in the field of a powerful electromagnet and traversed by 
a light ray at right angles to the lines of force. This property 
is undoubtedly due to orientation of the particles of sol by the 
electric field;'* for this orientation and the concomitant double 
refraction can be observed directly by working with a sol con¬ 
taining particles large enough to see with an ordinary microscope. 
Moreover, a gel formed by coagulation of a sol in an electric 
field exhibits permanent double refraction, whereas coagulation 
under ordinary conditions gives an optically inactive gel. Large 

1 Malsitano: Compt. rend,, 139, 1221 (1904); Duclaux: J.chim, phys., 
7, 405 (1919). 

* Linder and Picton: J. Chem, Soc., 87, 1920 (1905); Dumanski: 
Kolloidr^Z,, 8, 232 (1911). 

3 Atti accad. Lincei, 11, (1) 374, 463, 531; 12, (1) 90, 139 (1902). 

*Scms.AVB&: Drude's Ann,, 12, 186 (1903); Cotton and Mouton: 
Compi. rend., 141, 317, 349 (1905); *‘Les Ultramicroscopes,’’ Paris, Chap. 
Vm (1906). 
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particles cause a greater effect than small ultramicrons since the 
Brownian movement of the latter prevents sufficient orientation 
to cause pronounced double refraction. Cotton and Mouton 
attribute the optical phenomenon to the particles themselves 
and not to their position alone. This is in accord with Freund- 
lich’s^ observation that colloidal solutions of ferric oxide and 
vanadium pentoxide ' showing the Majorana phenomenon exhibit 
double refraction when stirred mechanically^ or when a current 
of electricity is passed through the sols. These observations 
lend support to Niigeli’s^ view that the particles of certain sols 
consist of anisotropic ultramicrons having a resemblance to 
tiny crystals. 

THE PRECIPITATION OF SOLS BY ELECTROLYTES 

Investigations on the precipitation of ferric oxide sols by elec¬ 
trolytes have been confined pretty largely to (Iraham^s sol. 
Duclaux, working with a colloid of this type containing 203 X 
10“® equivalents of iron and 16.6 X 10~® equivalents of chlorine 
per 10 cubic centimeters, found the critical coagulation concen¬ 
tration of sodium sulfate, citrate, chromate, carbonate, phosphate, 
hydroxide, and ferrocyanide to vary from 13 X10 ~® in the case 
of ferrocyanide to 19 X10"® equivalents in the case of phosphate. 
These observations were believed to show that equivalent 
amounts of the various ions cause the same effect, and further¬ 
more, that the amount necessary for precipitation is the same 
as the chloride content of the colloid, within the limits of the 
experimental errors. He thus came to regard the precipitation 
process as a definite stoichiometric chemical action, a double 
decomposition of the ordinary type. A marked variation from 
the equivalence rule was observed with sodium chloride and sodium 
nitrate which required 2000 X 10"® and 1880 X 10”® gram equiv¬ 
alents, respectively, to precipitate the same amount of colloid 
as the seven salts above referred to. Freundlich® found a wide 

Blektrochem,., 22, 27 (1916). 

® See p. 266. 

®C/. Quincke: Drudes Awn., (4) 16, 28 (19Q4); Tieri: Atti accad, 
Uncei, (5) 19, 470 (1910). 

^ ^^Theorie der Garung,^^ Milnchen, 121 (1879). 

* '"Kapillarchemie.” 362, 358 (1909). 
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variation from oquivalonco in tho proripitation eoneoniraiion of 
various salts, which he attributed to a diffonuici^ in the adsorb- 
ability of the precipitating anions. From I'reundlich’s observa¬ 
tions the order of precipitating jx)wer of the anions is: dichro- 
ni a t e > sulfate > hydroxide > salicylate > benzoate > c hi o r id e > 
nitrate > bromide > iodide. 

The results of some experiments^ on the precipitation of a 
Pean de St. Gilles sol (1,54 grams Fe 2 ().'i per liter) with various 
potassium salts give the following series, beginning with ferro- 
cyanide which has the greatest precipitating power: ferrocyariidc 
> ferricyanide > dichromate > t a r t r a t e > s u 1 f a t e > o x a 1 a t e > 
chromate > iodate > bromate > thiocyanate > chloride > chlorate > 
nitrate > bromide > iodide. As one should expect, the order of 
ions is identical with that deduced from Freundlich’s data for 
the ions common to both series. Owing to differences in nature 
and purity- of the P<5an de St. Gilles sol and Duclaux\s sol, the 
precipitation concentrations of electrolytcis were higher for the 
former than for the latter; but the magnitude of the variation is 
relatively unimportant compared with the fact that the precipita¬ 
tion values are not the same, as Duclaux believed. The (Jraham 
sol is stabilized by preferential adsorption of hydrogen ion and 
probably some ferric ion. The unadsorbed chloride ion present 
in an extremely pure sol is a measure of the excess cationic 
adsorption which gives the colloid particles their charge and the 
colloid its stability. Different concentrations of electrolytes are 
necessary to neutralize the adsorbed ions and precipitate the sol. 
The concentration of anion necessary to effect neutralization will 
approximate the chloride ion concentration only in so far as its 
adsorption tendency approaches that of the adsorbed cations. 
The precipitation concentrations of acids are uniformly higher 
than those of potassium salts since the stabilizing hydrogen ion 
is more strongly adsorbed than potassium ion. The order of 
precipitating power of electrolytes changes but little with varia¬ 
tion in the hydrogen ion concentration of the sol.® 

^ Weiser and Middleton: J. Phys. Chem., 24, 641 (1920). 

* See p. 91 for a discussion of the influence of purity of sols on the pre¬ 
cipitation values. 

®Rona and Lipmann: Biochem, Z.j 147, 163 (1924). 
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The change in dispersity of ferric oxide during coagulation 
does not involve a meavsurable heat effect. The precise investiga¬ 
tions of Mathews and Browne^ show that the heat effects during 
precipitations of sols of low purity, are due to dilution of the 
ferric chloride and hydrochloric acid in the sols; to mixing of 
these electrolytes with the coagulating electrolyte; and to changes 
in the adsorption equilibria. The absence of heat effect on 
coagulation indicates either (1) a very low interfacial tension 
between hydrous ferric oxide and water, or (2) no appreciable 
changci in specific surface during coagulation. In support of 
the latter viewpoint Bradfield^ showed that so-called ''irreversi¬ 
ble^^ coagula could be repeptized h'y thorough washing in the 
centrifuge. Apparently, coagulation by electrolytes is not 
accompanied by a growth of the primary colloidal particles, but 
the latter merely agglomerate into loose clumps without occa¬ 
sioning any marked decrease in the specific surface. 

Effect of Concentration of Sol.—The early observations of 
Freundlich’^ on the precipitation of colloidal arsenious sulfide 
led him to the erroneous conclusion that the precipitation values 
of electrolytes for colloids of different concentrations bear a 
constant ratio to each other. Thus Kruyt and van der Spek'* 
found that the precipitation value of potassium chloride for 
colloidal arsenious sulfide increases, and of aluminum chloride 
falls off, with decreasing concentration of colloid; while the 
precipitation value of barium chloride does not change appreci¬ 
ably with the dilution. vSimilar results obtained by Burton and 
Bishop^ with colloidal arsenious sulfide and mastic® led to the 
formulation of the following rule: The precipitating action of 
univalent ions increases, that of divalent ions remains unchanged, 
and that of trivalent ions decreases with diminishing concentra- 

i J. Am. Ckem. Soc., 43, 2336 (1921); Browne: Ibid, 46, 297 (1923). 

* J. Am. Chem.. Soc., 44, 9ti5 (1922). 

3 Z. phydk. Chem., 44, 129 (1903). 

^ Kolloi(EZ., 26, 3 (1919); c}. Mukhopadhyaya: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 37, 
2024 (1915). 

®«/. Phys. Chem., 24, 701 (1920); Burton and MacInnes: Ibid., 26, 517 
(1921). 

® Cf. Neibser and Friedbmann: Munch, med. Wochenschr., 61, 827 (1904); 
cf, Bechhold: Z. physik. Chem., 48, 385 (1904); Bach: J. chim. phys., 18, 52 
(1920). 



58 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES 


tion of sol. Some investigations' were carried out in the author’s 
laboratory using colloidal chromic oxide, Prussian blue, P6an de 
St. Gilles ferric oxide, and arsenious sulfide. The results of a 




Fig. 4.-“Precipitation of colloidal arsenious sulfide sols. 


series of experiements on colloidal ferric oxide and arsenious 
sulfide are given in Table II and shown graphically in Figs. 3 
and 4. The concentrations of the sols are expressed in per 
1 Weisee and Nicholas: J. Phys. Chem,^ 26, 742 (1921). 
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cent, taking the most concentrated as 100 per cent. The curves 
in the figures were obtained by plotting concentration against 
ratio of each precipitation value for a given electrolyte to that 
f)f the strongest sol. Tn the case of ferric oxide sol, the effect of 
dilution on the precipitation value of electroI.ytes is clearly not 
in accord with Burton and Bishop's rule.^ 

Table TI 


Pn^cipitation of Forric Oxide Sols 


Concentration of colloid, 

Precipitation values of 

per cent 

1 ' ! 

i KBrOa ; K 2 SO 4 K 4 Fe(CN)« 


100 

40.1 

0.68 

0.57 

(1.7 grams per liter) 

50 

:14.4 

0.41 

0.30 

25 

28.0 

0 25 1 

0.16 

12.5 

25.0 

O.IC 

0.08 


Precipitation of Arsenious Sulfide Sols 


C/oncentration of colloid, 
per cent 

Precipitation values of 

KCl 

1 1 

BaCU 

AlCl, 

100 

68.3 

1.940 

0.513 

(6.24 grams per liter) 




75 

68.3 

1.877 

0.473 

50 

70.0 

1 800 

0.380 

25 

76.7 

1.733 

0.333 

10 

80.0 

1.683 

0.260 


Similarly with colloidal Prussian blue^ and chromic oxide, the 
precipitation value of all electrolytes diminishes as the concen¬ 
tration of the colloid falls off irrespective of the valence of the 
precipitating ion. In the case of colloidal arsenious sulfide, the 
precipitation value of potassium ion increases and of aluminum 
ion decreases with dilution of the sol, in accord with Burton and 

‘ Burton and Bishop: J, Phys. C/icm., 24, 701 (1920). 

* C/., however, Ghosh and Dhar: J. Phy«. Ch ^ em.y 29, 663 (1925). 
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Bishop’s rule. However, from the slope of the curve in Fig. 
2, it is obviously incorrect to say that tluj pn^cipitating action 
of divalent barium ion is independent of the concentration of 
the colloid; this is no more true of barium ion than of potassium 
ion. 

According to Kruyt and van der Spek, two factors determine 
the effect of dilution of a colloid on the precipitation valuer of 
electrolytes: First, the smaller number of particles recpiires less 
electrolyte to lower the charge on the particles to th() fX)int of 
agglomeration; and, second, the greater distance between i)ar- 
ticles making collision less probable, a further reduction in 
particle charge must be effected through the addition of niort 
electrolyte. Since these two factors have opposite effects on 
the precipitation value, it is only necessary to assume the pre¬ 
dominating influence of one or the other in order to account for 
the results in a given case. Thus, Kruyt and van der Spek 
assume that the predominating influence in the precipitation 
of arsenious sulfide with potassium ion is the changing chance of 
collision, while the more important factor in the precipitation of 
ferric oxide with chloride ion is the alteration in the required 
amount to be adsorbed. The difference in behavior with pre¬ 
cipitating ions of the same valence is attributed to the lyophile 
properties of hydrous ferric oxide. 

Although both of the factors recognized by Kruyt and van 
der Spek unquestionably have an influence in determining the 
effect on the precipitation value of changing the concentration 
of sol, it would seem that these factors alone are inadequate to 
account for all the experimental results. The explanation sug¬ 
gested for the difference in behavior of colloidal arsenious sul¬ 
fide and hydrous ferric oxide with univalent precipitating ions 
is of doubtful value, particularly since mastic emulsion* behaves 
much like colloidal arsenious sulfide although certainly possessing 
more lyophile properties than P^an de St. Gilles’ ferric oxide. 
Furthermore, if the decreased chance of collision is the pre¬ 
dominating factor in preventing a weaker arsenious sulfide sol 
from coagulating in a given time in the presence of enough potas¬ 
sium chloride to coagulate a stronger sol, it would seem that 

iNeissbk and Friedemann; MUnch. tned. Wochenschr. 61, 827 (1904); 
Burton and Bishop: Pkys, Chem,, 24, 701 (1920). 
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complete coagulation of the weaker sol should result if sufficient 
time were allowed. As a matter of fact, however, enough potas¬ 
sium chloride to precipitate in 2 hours a colloid containing 5 
grams per liter will not precipitate a colloid one-fourth as strong 
in several weeks. Other observations indicate that Kruyt and 
van der Spek attach too much importance to the decreased chance 
of collision of the particles resulting from dilution of sols. Thus, 
everyone finds that the precipitation concentration varies almost 
directly with the concentration of sol in case the precipitating 
ion is of high valence. 

I'hat the theory of Kruyt and van der Spek should be inade- 
(juate in certain respects might be expected, since these investi¬ 
gators concerned themselves only with the precipitating ions of 
electrolytes, disregarding entirely the effect of adsorption of the 
stabilizing ions having the same charge as the colloid. If there 
is no adsorption of the stabilizing ion and if the adsorption of the 
precipitating ion is very great, there will be a tendency for the 
precipitation concentration to vary directly with the concentra¬ 
tion of the sol. On the other hand, if the stabilizing ion is 
adsorbed, a greater concentration of precipitating ion will be 
required to produce coagulation. This effect will be more pro¬ 
nounced the greater the dilution of the sol since the decreased 
chance both of collision and of coalescence will combine to render 
the sol proportionately more stable, so that correspondingly 
more of the precipitating ion must be added for complete precipi¬ 
tation. These conclusions are in accord with experimental 
results. 

With electrolytes having multivalent precipitating ions, the 
influence of the stabilizing ion is frequently very small, since the 
adsorption is so slight at the very low precipitation concentration. 
Under these conditions, the precipitation value diminishes to a 
greater or lesser extent as the concentration of the colloid 
decreases. As might be expected, the greater the valence of the 
precipitating ion and hence the lower the precipitation value, 
the more nearly we find the latter varying directly with the 
concentration of the sol. 

With electi'olytes having univalent precipitating ions, the 
precipitation value is usually quite large. Although this is 
generally attributed to weak adsorption of the precipitating ion, 
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at the high concentration necessary for coagulation, the adsorp¬ 
tion of the stabilizing ion cannot be disregarded. In fact, if 
the adsorption of the two ions is of the same order of magnitude, 
both may be taken up fairly strongly and a high precipitation 
value will result. Considerable experimental evidence^ indicates 
that potassium ion and lithium ion are fairly strongly adsorbed 
by arsenious sulfide, the high percipitation value of potassium 
chloride or lithium chloride for this colloid arising from appreci¬ 
able adsorption of chloride ion. On the other hand, the high 
precipitation value of potassium chloride for colloidal hydrous 
ferric oxide is due to relatively weak adsorption of the precipi¬ 
tating ion, the stabilizing ion having much less effect than with 
colloidal arsenious sulfide.In general, it may be said that the 
adsorption of the stabilizing ion varies widely but is never 
negligible for electrolytes which precipitate only in the high 
concentration characteristic of uni-univalent electrolytes. This 
adsorption of the ion having the same charge as the sol renders 
the latter more stable, and proportionately more of the precipi¬ 
tating ion is required for coagulation than in those cases where 
the influence of the stabilizing ion is negligible. Under these 
conditions we may expect the precipitation value to fall off much 
less sharply or even to increase as the colloid concentration is 
reduced, the increase being greater the higher the valence of 
the stabilizing ion. 

Mutual Precipitation of Sols. —Biltz^ investigated the pre¬ 
cipitation of positive sols, including hydrous ferric oxide by 
negative colloids, such as platinum, selenium, silica, stannic 
oxide, molybdenum blue, MoaOg, tungsten blue, W 2 O 3 , and the 
sulfides of arsenic, antimony, and cadmium. Complete precip¬ 
itation occurs when a sol of one sign is neutralized by adsorption 
of an amount of colloid carrying an equivalent quantity of ion 
of opposite sign. The amount of various colloids necessary to 
effect mutual precipitation will depend on their nature. Thus a 
certain colloidal ferric oxide is more effective than cerium oxide 
and less effective than thorium oxide in precipitating colloidal 
gold; wjiile both thorium oxide and cerium oxide are more effec- 

1 Weiser: J. Phys, Cheni,, 26, 665 (1921); Ibid,, 28, 232 (1024). 

2 Weiser: Loc. cit.; cf. Freunduch: Z, phyHk, Chem., 44, 157 (1003). 

»Ber., 37, 1095 (1904). 
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tive than ferric oxide in precipitating colloidal antimony sulfide 
and arsenious sulfide. Similarly, a red colloidal gold, prepai*ed 
by reduction of gold chloride with formaldehyde, requires for 
complete precipitation considerably less of a given ferric oxide 
sol than a blue-gold sol prepared with phosphorus as reducing 
agent. ^ Recently, Freundlich and Nathaiison^ found colloidal 
arsenious sulfide sol and Oden^s sulfur sol to be instable in the 
presence of each other. Since both sols are negatively charged, 
this instability cannot be due to neutralization by adsorption, 
but was found to result from interaction between the stabilizing 
agents of the two sols, hydrogen sulfide and pentathionic acid. 
This observation led Thomas and Johnson*^ to attribute the 
mutual precipitation of sols of opposite sign to chemical inter¬ 
action of the stabilizing electrolytes in the sols. Thus, the 
precipitation of Graham^s colloidal ferric oxide, stabilized by 
hydrogen ion, and colloidal stannic oxide, stabilized by hydroxyl 
ion, was attributed to chemical neutralization. This view was 
supported by the observation that mutual precipitation was 
effected over a limited range of purity of sols, when the hydro¬ 
chloric acid and sodium hydroxide concentrations in the sols 
were approximately equivalent. The variation from equivalence 
was quite marked in case the sols were fairly pure. Thus a 
silica sol containing 16 Si02 to 1 NaOlI was precipitated at 
various dilutions with a sol containing 13 Fe 203 to 1 FeCls. At 
the highest dilution possible for obtaining accurate data, mutual 
precipitation was observed when an amount of colloidal silica 
was added corresponding to but 50 per cent of the hydrochloric 
acid. This variation was attributed to the metastability of 
pure sols, which causes them to precipitate with a subnormal 
disturbance. This does not seem quite convincing since, in the 
absence of contamination other than that mentioned, the purity 
of the sols would scarcely be great enough to make them abnor¬ 
mally sensitive. Erratic results were also obtained when the 
amount of peptizing agent was too large, say three times as much 
as in the case referred to above. Thus, to obtain data to support 
a purely chemical mechanism involving the stabilizing agents, 

* GaxjECBli and Kastovski: KoUmd^Z,, 13 , 143 (1913), 

a Kollmd-^Z,, 28 , 258 (1921); 22 , 16 (1921). 

* /. Am, Chem, Soc,, 46 , 2532 (1923), 
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it seems necessary to choose the experimental conditions to fit 
the case. While everyone will agree that the peptizing agents of 
two sols may interact under certain conditions, thus affecting 
the stability of each, such an interpretation of the mechanism of 
the mutual precipitation process would not account for the 
repeated observation of mutual precipitation of sols where inter¬ 
action between the peptizing agents is impossible or improbable. 
A sol peptized by hydrogen ion will be precipitated by a base or 
by a salt of a weak acid. From such observations alone, we 
might conclude that the precipitation of the sol was a result of 
chemical neutralization of the stabilizing agent. But the same 
sol will, in general, be precipitated with a small amount of an 
acid having a multivalent ion where chemical neutralization of 
hydrogen ion is impossible. 

If there are no disturbing influences, such as interaction between 
peptizing agents, Wintgen and LowenthaB found the reciprocal 
precipitation of oppositely charged sols to be a maximum when 
the concentrations of the sols, expressed in ^'ecjuivalent aggre¬ 
gates,'^ are the same; that is, when equal numbers of charges of 
opposite sign are mixed. This rule does not hold in certain 
cases where a highly dispersed sol of one sign is mixed with a 
coarser sol of opposite sign, possibly because the smaller particles 
penetrate the larger ones and are precipitated by the electrolyte 
contained in the latter. 

Billitzer- found that gelatin in acid or neutral solution is a 
positive sol and so precipitates negative sols, but not positive 
ones such as hydrous ferric oxide; whereas gelatin in arnmoniacal 
solution is a negative sol and precipitates hydrous ferric oxide. 
No precipitate is thrown down, however, if gelatin is first added 
to colloidal ferric oxide, followed by the addition of ammonia. 
In the latter case, we get a stable mixture of positive sols changed 
simultaneously to a stable mixture of negative sols by the addi¬ 
tion of hydroxyl ions. 

Brossa and Freundlich® studied the precipitation and repeptiza¬ 
tion of colloidal albumin by means of colloidal ferric oxide in 
the presence of electrolytes. The amount of albumin thrown 

1 Z. physik. Chem., 109 , 391 (1924). 

^ Z. phytdk. Chem.j 61 , 148 (1905), 

* Z. physiL Chem.j 89 , 306 (1915). 
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down by the ferric oxide sol decreases with decreasing concen¬ 
tration of (dectrolytes until eventually only a slight turbidity 
results, which disappears on adding a sufficient amount of ferric 
oxide sol. Obviously, the colloidal ferric oxide adsorbs, and so 
keeps the colloidal albumin in solution. The ferric oxide-albu- 
rnin sol formed in this way is positively charged but is much 
more sensitive than the original sol. The sensitivity is at its 
maximum when the ferric oxide has adsorbed all the .negative 
albumin sol that it can hold, without precipitation taking place. 
With increasing (ioncentrations of ferric oxide sol, the sensitivity 
falls off, a])proaching that of the pure positive sol. If instead of 
adding an electrolyte to a ferric oxide-albumin sol, an albumin 
sol containing an electrolyte is precipitated with ferric oxide sol, 
the relationships are identical in many respects, particularly in 
the amount of albumin adsorbed by the ferric oxide. The 
presence of non-electrolytes such as urethane, camphor, and 
thymol have likewise been shown to increase the sensitivity of 
ferric oxide sol toward electrolytes.^ Freundlich attributes this 
to a lowering of the surfaces charge on the particles as a result of 
adsorption of a substance having a lower dielectric constant than 
water; but Michaelis^ failed to detect any adsorption of non¬ 
electrolytes by hydrous ferric oxide or any effect of their presence 
on the adsorption of electrolytes. This failure to confirm Freund- 
lich’s hypothesis may be due to the limitations of the experimen¬ 
tal method in the systems investigated. The author^ has 
observed a marked antagonistic action of phenol and isoamyl 
alcohol on the adsorption of barium ion by colloidal arsenious 
sulfide. 

Ferric Oxide Jellies. —Although hydrous ferric oxide is usually 
thrown down as a gelatinous precipitate, jellies may be pre¬ 
pared by coagulation of a sol under suitable conditions. Thus, 
Grimaux^ added to an excess of water an alcoholic solution of 
ferric ethylate which hydrolyzed very rapidly, forming a col¬ 
loidal ferric oxide. The sol was similar to Graham's, but the 

1 Freundlich and Rona: Biochem. Z., 81 , 87 (1915); cf. Matsuno: 
Bioclmm. Z., 150 , 139 (1924). 

® Michaelib and Rona: Biochem. Z., 102 , 268 (1920). 

« Weiser; J. Phys. Chem., 28 , 1253 (1924). 

< CompL rend., 88, 105, 1434 (1884). 
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particles were probably much smaller on account of the more 
rapid rate of hydrolysis.^ The sol coagulated spontaneously on 
standing for some time at room temperature; and more rapidly 
on heating or by the addition of electrolytes such as carbonic, 
sulfuric, and tartaric acids; the nitrate, chloride, and bromide of 
potassium; the chlorides of sodium and barium, etc. The 
coagulum formed in every case was a transparent jelly, provided 
the sol was not agitated during the process of coagulation. 
Even with quite dilute sols, the jelly was firm; but contraction 
took place, very slowly in the cold and more rapidly at high 
temperature. 

With colloidal ferric oxide as with a number of other sols, 
slow uniform precipitation throughout the entire solution pro¬ 
duces a jelly, while rapid uneven precipitation results in contrac¬ 
tion and the consequent formation of a gelatinous precipitate. 
As compared with the usual Graham sol, Grimaux\s colloid is 
much more easily thrown down in the fonn of a jelly. This is 
accounted for by the fact that a sol formed by rapid hydrolysis 
in the cold will contain finer and more hydrous particles than 
one formed by prolonged dialysis in the cold or shorter dialysis 
in the hot. For the same reason, the coagulum from the Graham 
sol is much more hydrous and bulky than that obtained from a 
P^an de St. Gilles sol. The usual Graham sol can be precipi¬ 
tated as a jelly, provided the concentration is sufficiently high. 
Schalek and Szegvary^ added electrolytes in amounts below their 
precipitation values to colloidal solutions containing 6 to 10 
per cent of ferric oxide and allowed the sols to stand quietly. 
After a time, the mixture set to a jelly that was no more cloudy 
than the original sol. This jelly solidified slowly after shaking 
up. The logarithm of the time required for solidification after 
shaking was found to be inversely proportional to the tempera¬ 
ture and to the concentration of coagulating electrolyte. Ultra- 
microscopic observation of the liquefaction process showed no 
change in the average distance between the particles and no 
fprmation of secondary particles. I am inclined to attribute the 
reversible sol-gel transformation in such a system to the breaking 

^C/. Wagneb: Kolloid-Z., 14, 150 (1914). 

® Koll(M-Z.j 32, 318 (1923); 33,326 (1923); Freundlich and Rosenthal: 
/6td., 37, 129 (1925). 
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up and subsequent realignment of the orienting forces among 
the particles. 

Ferric oxide jellies may be prepared also, by slow removal of 
the peptizing agent by dialysis. Thus Grimaux^ obtained a firm 
jelly by dialysis of a negative sol prepared by peptization of the 
hydrous oxide with alkali in the presence of glycerin. If ammonia 
were used instead of alkali, and the sol exposed to the air, the 
slow loss of peptizing agent by evaporation resulted in the precip¬ 
itation of a jelly. Grimaux^s observations were confirmed by 
Fischer,- who prepared a firm jelly on prolonged dialysis of a sol 
containing but 1 per cent of iron. Unlike the more concentrated 
jellies of Schalek and Szegvary, this preparation broke down 
into a gelatinous precipitate when it was warmed, stirred, or 
frozen, Browne* obtained a jelly simply by allowing part of the 
water to evaporate slowly from a concentrated Graham sol of 
high purity. 


ADSORPTION BY HYDROUS FERRIC OXIDE 

Hydrous ferrric oxide as a technical adsorbent finds its most 
important use as a mordant in the dye industry and in the 
purification of municipal water supplies. These applications are 
considered in Chaps. XVI and XVII, respectively. 

Adsorption of Arsenious Acid. —Ninety years ago Bunsen^ 
made the important discovery that freshly precipitated hydrous 
ferric oxide is an antidote for arsenic poisoning. As might be 
expected, this action was attributed by Bunsen to stoichiometric 
chemical union of ferric oxide and arsenious acid. While some 
people^ still maintain that iron arsenites of varying degrees of 
complexity® are formed when hydrous ferric oxide and arsenious 
acid are brought together under varying conditions, the investiga¬ 
tions of Biltz^ show the apparent interaction to be an adsorption 

» Compt rend., 98, 1485 (1884). 

* Biochem. Z., 27, 223 (1910). 

® Private communication. 

* Bunsen and Berthold: Hydrated Ferric Oxide, an Antidote for 
Arsenious Acid,’' Gdttingen (1834); cf. Guibourt: Arch. Pharrn., (2) 23, 
69 (1840). 

® Reychler: J. cMrn. phys., 7, 362 (1009); 8, 10 (1910). 

•Oryno: KoUoidnZ., 22, 149 (1918). 

^ Ber., 37, 3138 (1904); c/. KoUoid-Z., 26, 179 (1920). 
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process in which the arsenic content of the hydrous.oxide varies 
continuously with the concentration of arsenious acid in contact 
with it, giving a typical adsorption isotherm without a break or 
an evidence of discontinuity. 

Lockemann and Paucke^ made a quantitative study of the 
adsorption of arsenious acid by charcoal, aluminum oxide, ferric 
oxide, and albumin. With ferric oxide, they find most complete 
adsorption when the iron is precipitated with stoichiometric 
quantities of ammonia; excess of ammonia or precipitation by 
potassium or sodium hydroxide decreases the adsorbability. 
This accords with Bradfield’s- observation that the most finely 
divided and most readily peptized particles of hydrous ferric 
oxide are formed by precipitation with but a very slight excess 
of ammonia. The amount of hydrous oxide necessary to adsorb 
a given amount of arsenic can be calculated by means of the 
formula E — 13Ap where E = milligrams ferric oxide, A = 
milligrams arsenic, and 13 and p are constants which vary with 
the temperature;'^ but it should be pointed out that this equation 
serves only as a simple approximation to the course of the 
adsorption.^ 

Fischer and Juznitzky^ injected colloidal ferric oxide simultane¬ 
ously with arsenious acid, under the skins of mice, and obtained 
partial protection from a fatal dose of arsenic. The negative* 
colloidal hydrous oxide formed by peptizing ferric oxide with 
dilute alkali and glycerin was more effective than a positive 
Graham sol. Since it was thought improbable that a negative 
colloid would adsorb a negative ion, Fischer advanced the 
more improbable hypothesis that the antidotal effect was due to 
the formation of an iron-arsenic complex of some sort. These 
observations should be confirmed and a plausible explanation 
formulated. 

Catalytic Action. —Slightly hydrous or anhydous ferric oxide 
seems to have a relatively high adsorption capacity for gases 

* KoUoid-Z., 8, 273 (1911). 

2 J. Am. Chem. Soc., 44, 965 (1922). 

2 Cf. Lockemann and Lucius: Z. physik. Chem.y 83, 735 (1913). 

* Boswell and Dickson: J. Am. Chem. Soc.y 40, 1793 (1918); rf. Meck¬ 
lenburg: Z. phydk. Chem.y 83, 609 (1913). 

^Biochem. Z.y 27, 311 (1911). 
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even at elevated temperatures since it is used as a catalyst in 
su(5h industrial operations as tlie buniinf2; of hydrogen sulfide in 
the Chance-Claus process for recovering sulfur from alkali waste/ 
in the Hargreaves and Robinson process for making salt cake;- 
and in the manufacture of sulfuric acid by the contact process. 
In the latter process the conversion of sulfur dioxide to trioxide 
is 9S per cent using platinum as catalyst at 425°, dropping to 91 
per cent at 500° owing to dissociation of the trioxide. The 
velocity wdth which sulfur dioxide and oxygen combine is less in 
the presence of ferric oxide so that it is necessary to work at a 
higher temperature w^hen this catalyst is employed. On this 
account, the efficiency does not rise much over 00 per cent. It 
ought to be possible to make a h^rric oxide catalyst that would 
work at as low' a temperature as platinum if adsorption were the 
sole criterion of catalytic efficiency. Unfortunately this does 
not appear to be the case, as evidenced by such cases as charcoal 
which has a high adsorptive capacity but relatively poor catalytic 
properties. A good catalyst is a good adsorbent but the converse 
is not necessarily true. 

Adsorption during Precipitation of Sol. “Acclimatization.’’— 

When a positive colloidal solution of hydrous ferric oxide is 
agglomerated by the addition of electrolytes, there is considerable 
adsorption of the negative precipitating ion.'* From precipita¬ 
tion and adsorption experiments, the order of precipitating power 
of the anions, deduced on the assumption that the most readily 
adsorbed anion precipitates at lowest concentration, was found 
to be different from the order obtained directly from adsorption 
data. The explanation of the discrepancy is that the adsorption 
measured is not ion adsorption only, but is ion adsorption plus 
adsorption of neutral salt during agglomeration. On account of 

^ Thokpe: “Dictionary of Applied Chemistry,” 6, 294 (1917); Jobling: 
“Catalysis and Industrial Applications,” 33, (1916); Rideal and Tayloe: 
“Catalysis in Theory and Practice,” 112 (1919). 

® Thorpe: Loc. cU.j 5, 25 (1913); Jobung: hoc. cit,y 32, (1916); Rideal 
and Taylor: Loc. cit.y 89 (1919). 

* Lunge and Reinhardt: Z. angew . Chem ., 17, 1041 (1904); Keppeler, 
D’Ans, Sundell, and Kaiser; Ibid.y 21, 532, 577 (1908); Keppeler and 
D’Ans: Z. physik. Chem.y 62, 89 (1908); WOhler, Pluddemann, and 
W5 hlbu: Ibid.^ 62, 653 (1908). 

* Weisbr and Middleton: J. Phys. Chem., 24, 30 (1920). 
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the variation of the latter with the nature of the salt, the true 
order of adsorbability of the ion is masked. 

Since adsorption by neutralized colloidal particles during 
agglomeration is not negligible in any case and may rise to large 
proportions,^ it is not surprising that such colloids as hydrous 
ferric oxide,^ arsenious sulfide,*^ and albumin^ require less electro¬ 
lyte to cause precipitation when added all at once than when 
added stepwise through a long interval of time, particularly when 
the slow addition produces fractional precipitation of the sol. 
This phenomenon is known as acclimatization,’^ the connota¬ 
tion being that the colloid becomes acclimatized to its surround¬ 
ing when the electrolyte is added slowly and so more is required to 
produce a given result. It would appear, however, that the 
necessity for using more electrolyte to effect complete precipi¬ 
tation on slow addition arises not so much from the adaptability 
of the colloid to the presence of electrolytes, as from fractional 
precipitation, which not only removes ions owing to adsorption 
by neutralized particles but alters the stability of the sol by 
decreasing its concentration. From this point of view, the fac¬ 
tors which determine the excess required for a given slow rate of 
addition are: the extent to which the colloid undergoes fractional 
precipitation; the adsorbing power of the precipitated colloid; 
the adsorption of the precipitating ions; and the effect of dilution 
of the sol on the precipitation concentration of electrolytes. 

THE COLOR OF HYDROUS FERRIC OXIDE 

That hydrous ferric oxide exists in many different colors, 
varying from yellow to violet red, is evident from the colors of 
the minerals. Thus, anhydrous hematite is black when crystal¬ 
line and red when powdered; turgite is a deep brown;limonite 
varies from a light brown to yellow; and limnite is a full yellow. 
It is now known that hematite was the red ceramic pigment 
used by the prehistoric Indians of the Southwest. Their black 

^ Fheundlich: Z. physik. Chem.j 44, 151 (1903); Weiser: J. Phys. 
Chem., 26, 406 (1921); 80, 22 (1926). 

* Freunduch; Z, physik. Chem,y 44, 143 (1903), 

*H5beb and Gordon: Beitr, chem. Physiol. Palh.f 6, 436 (1904). 

4 Weiser; J. Phys. Chem., 26, 413 (1921); 30, 20 (1926). 

^Bammer: ‘^Handbuch anorg. Chem.,” 3, 304 (1893). 
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pigment was the magnetic oxide of iron commonly called 
magnetite. ‘ 

The variations in color of the anhydrous oxide appear to be due 
to the size of the particles. Thus Andersen^ found plates of 
hematite as thin as O.lg to be yellow by transmitted light, the 
color varying with increasing thickness through reddish brown to 
deep brown red or blood red; similarly, Wohler and Condrea^ 
prepared anhydrous oxides that vary in color from yellow to red 
by simply varying the size of the particles, the red being the 
largest. Keane'* attributes the yellow color of the so-called Mars 
pigments to finely divided ferric oxide which is kept from agglom¬ 
erating by the presence of aluminum oxide; and the yellow color 
which iron imparts to bricks, to sufficiently finely divided anhy¬ 
drous ferric oxide; w^hen the particles are too large, the color is 
red rather than yellow.*^ Mott** obtained anhydrous red and 
yellow ferric oxide by volatilization in the electric arc; the yellow 
particles were the smaller. 

The hydrous oxide can be prepared in a variety of colors so 
similar to those of the anhydrous oxide that it seems reasonable 
to attribute the difference in color to the same cause—a differ¬ 
ence in the size of the hydrous particles. As a matter of fact, 
the variation in color from brown through yellow to red was 
shown by Malfitano and by Fischer to be associated with an 
increase in the size of the particles although they did not recog¬ 
nize the possible connection between the two. That there is a 
definite connection between particle size and color was shown by 
a series of experiments^ on the hydrolysis of ferric chloride solu¬ 
tions. The very finely divided brown particles may be trans¬ 
formed either into the larger yellow or the still larger brick red, 
by heating under suitable conditions. 

Since a very dilute solution of ferric chloride is colorless at the 
outset, changing spontaneously to yellow and then to reddish 

^ Germann: Science^ 30, 20 (1926). 

2 Am, J, ScL, (4) 40, 370 (1913). 

^ Z, angew. Chem.y 21, 481 (1908). 

Phys. Cfiem., 20, 734 (1916). 

Of, ScHBETz: J. Phys, Cke,m,, 21,576 (1917); Yoe: Ibid.y 26, 196 (1921). 

• Trans, Am, Electrochem. Sac,, 34, 292 (1918). 

^ J. Phys, Chem., 23, 313 (1920). 
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brown,^ it would appear that yellow hydroirs particles are smaller 
tiiaii brown. This conclusion is unwarranted, since the color of a 
dilute colloidal solution is not necessarily determined by the 
color of the particles. Thus colloidal solutions of gold have 
been obtained which are red, violet, or blue by transmitted light;- 
but this does not tell us the color of light reflected from the 
particles in the respective sols. As a matter of fact, massive gold 
reflects yellow when compact and browm to black when porous. 
Small particles of gold which do not resonate are yellow to brown 
by reflected light and transmit blue. The surface color of gold 
is red by multiple reflection and very thin films are green by 
transmitted light.Colloidal solutions with very fine particles 
of gold reflect green and transmit red. Hence, we conclude that 
the particles in the blue sol are yellow to brown, and in the red 
sol they are green.^ A deep-red Graham colloid from which can 
be thrown dowm a red-brown gelatinous precipitate appe^ars 
distinctly yellow when diluted suflSciently. A 5-year-old brick- 
red Pean de St. Gilles sol appears yellower on dilution, although 
the reddish color persists. It is possible that the reddish-brown 
particles in a red Graham colloid transmit more yellow than red 
when sufficiently highly dispersed. At any rate, there secerns no 
reason for believing the yellow colloid formed by hydrolysis of 
ferric chloride to be other than a highly diluted Graham sol. 
The color of such a solution becomes redder with age, owing to 
the formation of more red-brown colloidal hydrous oxide. A 
thousandth normal solution which Goodwin found to be com¬ 
pletely hydrolyzed in a few hours, is very much redder than a 
fiftieth nonnal or hundredth normal solution after 24 hours. 

It appears that a colloidal solution of hydrous ferric oxide 
contains varying amounts of small highly hydrous red-brown 
particles and larger less hydrous yellowish-brown particles, both 
of which may be converted into still larger and less hydrous 
brick-red particles by heating at 100°. If the conditions are such 
that the red particles remain in colloidal solution, we have the 

1 Antony and Giolio: Gazz, chim. 26, 1 (1895); Goodwin: Z, 

pkysik. Chem,f 21, 1 (1890); cf. Wagner: Kolloid-Z.y 14, 150 (1914). 

2 Faraday: Phil. Trans.y 147, 145 (1857). 

’Beilby: Proc. Roy. Soc.^ 72, 226 (1913). 

* Cf. Bancroft: Applied Colloid Chemistry,’’ 204 (1921). 
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brick-rcd P(^an de St. Gilles colloid. Bradfield^ demonstrated 
conclusively that the reddish-brown precipitate formed by 
adding ammonia to ferric chloride solution until minute floc- 
cules are barely visible, contains both very small highly hydrous 
dark-brown particles and larger less hydrous yellowish-brown 
particles which can be separated rather sharply from each other 
by centrifuging the suspended precipitate. Both the reddish 
and yellowish particles in a sol formed by heating a 1 per cent 
solution of ferric chloride from room temperature to the boiling 
point appear to be transformed to larger less hydrous bright- 
red particles by heating at lOO"^. The granular ocher-yellow 
particles formed by heating a more concentrated solution slowly 
are not converted into the red at this temperature. This differ¬ 
ence might be ascribed to the dense granular character of the 
particles which precipitat/e on heating the more concentrated 
solutions; but it will be recalled that a yellow Pean de St. Gilles 
colloid formed by slow hydrolysis of ferric acetate is not changed 
to red by prolonged boiling of the sol. The yellow particles 
formed under certain conditions lose waior much less readily at 
100° than the reddish brown; and this seems to account for the 
difference in behavior. As previously pointed out, Keane and 
Scheetz have shown the yellow color of brides to be due to finely 
divided anhydrous ferric oxide which is kept from agglomerating 
by alumina and probably by certain other substances as well. 
This requires a rather high percentage of alumina. In the 
so-called Mars pigments which are yellow, the ferric oxide is in the 
hydrous state; and in this condition it agglomerates less readily 
to the red oxide, and less alumina is required to prevent the 
transformation. Since the yellow oxide retains its water more 
tenaciously than the brown, it is natural to inquire into the cause 
of the increased stability. In view of the synthesis of a yellow 
monohydrate of ferric oxide by the slow hydrolysis of ferric sul¬ 
fate/^ it would appear reasonable to conclude that the yellow^ oxide 
which does not lose water and become red at 100° is ferric oxide 
monohydrate. The yellow oxide that apparently loses water and 
agglomerates to red at 100° may be regarded as hydrous ferric 
oxide in which the particles are somewhat larger and less hydrous 

^ J. Am. Chcni. Soc., 44, 965 (1922). 

“ PosNJAK and Meuwin: J. Am. Ckern. Soc.j 44, 1965 (1922). 
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than the brown. But as I ana aware of no case in which yellow 
hydrous particles free from brown appear to be transformed into 
red by heating at 100°, it is open to anyone to assume that the 
yellow particles are really never transformed into red; but that 
the bright-red color formed by agglomeration of the browm oxide 
masks the yellow monohydrate. 

If one objects to the assumption that the yellow colloid is a 
hydrous monohydrate, another alternative is to attribute its 
stability at 100° to adsorption of some salt. Bancroft^ suggested 
that the yellow color of the oxide is due to the presence of 
adsorbed ferric salt. This suggestion was based on Fischer’s 
observation that the brown colloid goes over into red in the pres¬ 
ence of hydrochloric acid; on Malfitano’s experiment, that the 
brown colloid is transformed into the yellow by boiling with 
ferric chloride; and on Phillips^ method of preparing the yellow 
oxide by oxidation of ferrous carbonate. Malfitano’s observa¬ 
tion is inconclusive, since boiling a ferric chloride solution alone 
will give a yellow colloid. Moreover, the author precipitated 
the hydrous oxide in a gelatinous form in the presence of a large 
excess of ferric chloride, a condition favorable to adsorption of 
ferric salt; and yet the oxide was distinctly red. Hence, there 
seems no reason for attributing the color of the yellow colloid 
to adsorbed iron salt. Bancroft’s hypothesis was the outgrowth 
of the observation that the yellow colloid is formed when the 
adsorption of an iron salt is a possibility. The converse appears 
not to be the case, namely, that the adsorption of an iron salt 
always results in the formation of a yellow hydrous oxide. 
Although the adsorption of an iron salt does not impart a yellow 
color to a hydrous ferric oxide, it is possible that the yellow oxide 
which is not converted to red by heating at 100° is stabilized by 
adsorbed iron salt. 


LOWER OXIDES OF IRON 

Hydrous Ferrous Oxide.—On account of its relatively low 
solubility, hydrous ferrous oxide comes down in a highly gela¬ 
tinous form when a solution of ferrous salt is treated with potas¬ 
sium or sodium hydroxide.^ The gel is white when absolutely 

1 J. Fhys, Chem., 19, 232 (1916). 

* Schmidt: Liebig's Ann. Chem.j 36, 101 (1840). 
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pure; but owing to the difficulty in excluding all air during pre¬ 
cipitating and washing, it is usually obtained as a green hydrous 
mass. Even when dried, the gel oxidizes so readily in the air 
that the whole mass sometimes becomes incandescent. 

As ordinarily prepared, the gel is hydrous FeO; but de Schulten* 
obtained the monohydrate or hydroxide by crystallization from 
solution in strong caustic soda. The crystals were small green 
prisms which oxidized very rapidly in the air even after they 
were washed with alcohol and ether, and dried in hydrogen. 
Owing to its strong affinity for oxygen, the oxide is a powerful 
reducing agent, converting nitrites and nitrates to ammonia, a 
reaction that may be used for the quantitative estimation of 
the substances.- 

Whitman, Russell, and Davis’ find that the rate of corrosion of 
iron in salt solutions parallels the solubility of ferrous hydroxide 
in these solutions. It is suggested that this is due to changes in 
film protectivity with the solubility of the ferrous salt. 

Hydrous Ferro-ferric Oxide.—The gel of fcrro-ferric oxide is 
obtained by adding alkali to a solution containing equivalent 
amounts of ferrous and ferric salts. If washed and dried out of 
contact with air, it is a magnetic brownish-black mass containing 
an indefinite amount of water.’ 

* Compt. rend., 109, 266 (1889). 

® Miyamoto: J. Chem. Soc. Japan, 43, 397 (1922). 

»J. Am. Chem. Soc., 47, 70 (1925); rf. Friend: J. Chem. Soc., 119, 932 
(1921). 

^ WOhler: Liebig's Ann. Chem., 22, 56 (1838); Lefort: Compt. rend., 
69, 179 (1869). 
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HYDROUS CHROMIC OXIDE 

Composition.—The addition of ammonia or an alkali to a 
solution of chromic salt precipitates chromic oxide as a highly 
hydrous gel, the composition and properties of which depend on 
the conditions of precipitation and the subsequent treatment. 
I'he gel is frequently designated chromic hydroxide and assigned 
the formula Cr (OH )3 or (> 20 . 3 - 31120 , although 35 years ago van 
Bemmelen^ determined the isotherm for chromic oxide and water 
between 15 and 280"^ and found no evidence of any definite 
hydrate. As van Bemmelen^s observations have been confirmed 
by von Baikow,-' it is altogether likely that the various so-called 
hydrates described from time to time*^ were merely hydrous 
chromic oxides dried to a composition expressible by a Dalton 
formula. 

h^<5r<5e'^ claims to have obtained the compound Cr 203 'H 20 by 
electrolysis of a neutral solution of chromium chloride with a 
platinum cathode. The brownish-black amorphous powder 
loses water on heating to 80°; but it is questionable whether 
this is a definite inversion temperature at which all the water is 
lost. It is also claimed by some that a green hydrate, Guignet^s 
green,^ is formed by fusing 1 part of bichromate of sodium, potas¬ 
sium, or ammonium with 3 parts of boric acid; but there is a 

1 Rec. trav. chim., 7, 37 (1888). 

2 J. Russ. Phys.-Chem. Soc., 39, 660 (1907). 

^Sohaffner: Lieirig’s Ann. Chem., 61, 169 (1844); SieweRt: Jahresher.^ 
242 (1861); Loewee: J. Pharm., (3) 7, 323, 401, 424 (1845); Fkemy: 
Compt. re7id.j 27, 269; 30, 415 (1847); 47, 883 (1858); Lefort: J. PJuitm.^ 
(3) 18, 27 (1850); Vincent: Phil Mag., (4) 13, 191 (1850). 

^ Bull soc. chirn., (3) 25, 620 (1901); cf. Bunsen: Pogg. Ann*, 91, 619 
(1854); Geuther: Liebig’s Ann. Ckem., 118, 66 (1861). 

* Guignet: Jahretber., 761 (1859). 
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difference of opinion as to the formula.^ Wohler and Becker*^ 
obtained a similar green pigment by heating the ordinary 
oxide in an autoclave at 180 to 250°. It retains its color when 
dried at 80° but darkens gradually and loses water above this 
temperature. The oxide was taken to be a definite hydrate, 
since its composition on drying at 80° may be represented by 
the formula 2Cr203’31120. The green pigment prepared in 
any way is amorphous in character and, like the ordinary pre¬ 
cipitated oxide, loses water continuously as the temperature is 
raised. Of course, it is entirely possible to dry the pigment 
under such conditions that the percentage composition may be 
expressed by a simple formula, but that does not prove that a 
true hydrate is formed. 

Ageing.—Hydrous chromic oxide, freshly precipitated from 
a cold chromic salt solution with an alkali or ammonia, is readily 
soluble in acids giving the corresponding salts and is peptized by 
alkali hydroxides with the formation of a colloidal solution. On 
standing, the oxide undergoes a change in physical character 
accompanied by a marked decrease in solubility and reactivity. 
This process called “ageing"’ is probably due to the growth and 
agglomeration of primary colloidal particles, since the velocity of 
change increases rapidly with rising temperature and is hastened 
in a medium possessing a slight solvent action. Recoura'^ 
followed the change by determining the molar heat of solution in 
hydrochloric acid of the oxide precipitated with acid from the 
colloidal solution in alkali, after definite intervals of time. From 
his results given in Table III, it will be noted that the change in 
the heat of solution is quite marked during the first few minutes. 
This change is accompanied by a similar decrease in solubility. 
Since the ageing is more rapid at higher temperatures, the oxide 
precipitated at 100° is much less soluble than that thrown down 
at room temperature. 

^Salv^stXt: Compt rend,, 48, 295 (1859); Scheurer-Kestner : Dinglers 
polytech. J., 176, 386 (1865); Ebner and Hue: Farbezig., 16, 21()6, 2157, 
2213, 2268, 2319 (1910). 

angew.Chem., 21, 1600 (1908); 24, 484 (1911). 

* CompL rend., 120, 1335 (1895); cf. Fiitcke and Windhausen: Z. physik. 
Chem., 113, 248 (1924); Z. morg, Cheni., 132, 273 (1924). 
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Table III.—Molar Heat op Solution of Hydrous Chromic Oxides 
Precipitated from Solution in Alkali 


Time 

Molar heat of 
solution, calories 

Time 

Molar heat of 
solution, calories 

0 

20.70 

7 hours 

2.40 

10 minutes 

7.90 

1 day 

1.75 

1 hour 

5.80 

7 days 

1.20 

2 hours 

3.90 

30 days 

0.75 

•4 hours 

2.85 

(>0 days 

0.50 


Solutions of hydrous chromic oxide in alkali were found by 
Bourion and SenechaP to lose their reducing power toward 
hydrogen peroxide on standing. The reaction (loss of reducing 
power) with a solution containing 0.938 gram chromic oxide and 
58 grams sodium hydroxide per liter appeared to be approximately 
tetramolecular for the first 8 hours. The results were attributed 
to the transformation of the original oxide into complexes of 
decreasing chemical activity, the tetramolecular order being 
only apparent. Bourion and Senechal evidently believe that 
hydrous chromic oxide dissolves in alkali with the formation of 
chromite; but in reality it is held in colloidal solution, for the 
most part. The decreased activity on standing is due to a 
gradual change in the physical character of the particles, a 
change that is sufficiently marked with a concentrated sol to 
cause partial precipitation in a short time. This transformation 
from a very soluble to a less soluble and less reactive form of 
hydrous chromic oxide has very naturally been attributed to 
the existence of definite allotropic or isomeric modifications. 
This is very unlikely, particularly since there is no inversion 
point for a soluble and an insoluble modification. Between 
these two extremes of solubility, it is possible to prepare an 
indefinite number of hydrous oxides, each differing slightly from 
the others in water content, in size of particles, in structure of 
the mass, and consequently, in reactivity with acids and alkalies.* 

The Glow Phenomenon* —When hydrous chromic oxide is 
heated at a suitable rate to temperatures around 500°, it evolves 

1 CompL rend.j 168, 59, 89 (1919). 

* Fricke and Windhausen: Z, anorg. Chem.j 182, 273 (1924). 
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enough heat to cause it to become incandescent. The tempera¬ 
ture at which the glowing takes place varies with the sample 
and with the method of heating. Berzelius, Wohler,^ and Endell 
and Rieke^ give approximately 500° for the glow temperature; 
Le Chatelier^ gives 900°, and Rothaug'* finds it to vary between 
420 and 680°, depending on whether the precipitate is in a pow¬ 
dery or granular form. The glow is regarded by some® as an 
accompaniment of the transformation of one allotropic modifica¬ 
tion of the oxide to another; but this seems unlikely, 
since the glowing depends on the rate of heating^' and since the 
glow temperature varies with the size of the particles. Moreover, 
the phenomenon is observed with a number^ of hydrous oxides as 
well as other substances; and it is improbable that all of them 
should exist in two forms. Wohler found that the glowing 
is increased by all conditions which favor hydrosol formation in 
the preparation of the oxide, for example, the use of dilute solu¬ 
tions of reagents, the use of chloride rather than sulfate, and of 
potassium hydroxide rather than ammonium hydroxide. More¬ 
over, the glow was found to be greater, the greater the adsorption 
capacity of the precipitate, indicating that the phenomenon 
is connected closely with the surface area. Under the same 
conditions of heating, the heat evolved by 1 gram of oxide was 
sufficient to raise its temperature anywhere from 50 to 100°, 
depending altogether on the extent of surface. 

In the light of Wohler^s observations, there is little doubt but 
that the glow is due to a very sudden decrease in the large sur¬ 
face of the oxides prepared by precipitation. The oxides thrown 
down under different conditions vary in the size of the particles 
and the amount of enclosed water and hence in the extent of 
surface. The maximum glow and heat evolution are obtained 
when the sample, made up of finest particles, is heated rapidly 

1 Kolloid^Z., 11, 241 (1913). 

^ Zenir. Min. Geol., 246 (1914). 

» BuU. 80 C. chim., (2) 47, 303 (1887). 

« Z. anorg. Chem., 84, 165 (1913). 

® Moissan: Bull. soc. chim.y (2) 34, 70 (1880); Ann. ckim. phys.y (5) 21, 
199 (1880); Le Chatelier: Bull. soc. ehim.y (2) 47, 303(1887); Mixer: 
Am. J. Sci.y (4) 26, 125 (1908); 39, 295 (1915). 

“Sibwert: Jaftresber.y 243 (1861); cf. Mixer: Loc. cit. 

^ WOhler: Kolloid-Z., 11, 241 (1913); Endeli# and Rieke: Loc. ciL 
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to the glow temperature, which is in the neighborhood of 500.° 
If a fine-grained precipitate is heated very slowly or kept for 
some time below the glow temperature, there is a gradual, 
instead of a sudden, diminution of surface, which is not accom¬ 
panied by incandescence. Thus, glowing at elevated tempera¬ 
tures is the visible manifestation of the coalescence of primary 
colloidal particles into larger masses, involving a marked decrease 
in specific surface. Similarly, at ordinary temperature the 
gradual change in solubility, in reactivity, and in molal heat of 
solution in hydrochloric acid is due to coalescence of the small 
primary particles into larger primary particles with the concomi¬ 
tant diminution in specific surface, ^i'his change is a truly irre¬ 
versible process differing from ordinary coagulation in which the 
primary particles merely form secondary aggregates with very 
little change in specific surface.^ 

Color.—Hydrous chromic oxide can be obtained in various 
shades from a clear gray blue to a dark green. (Certain of these 
colors, such as chrome green and Guignet’s green, constitute the 
most permanent green pigments. The color of the oxide freshly 
precipitated in the cold is variously descried by different p)eople 
as bluish, violet blue, clear blue, clear gray blue, and gray violet. 
The shade differs somewhat, depending on whether it is precip¬ 
itated from a green or violet chromic salt. On drying the 
precipitate, the color changes to a distinct green, and the dry 
amorphous oxide is described as vivid green. Mention has 
been made of the transformation of the ordinary precipitated 
oxide into Guignet’s green by ageing in an autoclave at 180 to 
250°. The rate of precipitation seems to have a marked effect 
on the color. Thus, Casthelez and Leune^ claim to have pre¬ 
pared an oxide with a richer and purer color than Guignet’s 
green, simply by slow precipitation at ordinary temperatures of a 
green solution of a chromic salt with aluminum hydroxide, zinc 
carbonate, zinc sulfide, or zinc. This observation was confirmed^ 
by adding mossy zinc to a solution of green chromic chloride and 
allowing to stand at 25° for several days. The clear dark-green 
oxide which formed was much more granular than the gray-blue 

* Seft f),. 57. 

(2) 10, 170 (1808). 

3 Weisjbk: J. Phys. Chem.^ 26, 410 (1922). 
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gelatinous oxide obtained l)y rapid precipitation; moreover, it 
was (|uite insoluble in normal sulfuric; acid. 

Berzelius' bcdieved the oxides precipitat(;d from violet and 
green solutions to be isomers, since they redisvsolve in acids giving 
solutions with the original colors. This, however, seems to 
depend altogether on the method of procedure. Thus Recoura^ 
added alkali to a green solution until a precipitate was formed 
which was dissolved at once in hydrochloric acid giving a violet 
solution; while the hydrous oxide precipitated from what Recoura 
claimed to be Cr20Cl.i gave a green solution. It would appear, 
therefore, that the hydrous oxides from different-colored solutions 
are the same in chemical structure, the individual variation in 
color and solubility arising from the difference in the physical 
character of the hydrous particles'' and the structure of the mass. 

The wide difference in color between the gray-blue precipitated 
oxide and (luignet’s green causes \VT)hler and Becker to regard 
the two substances as hydrate isomers bearing a relation to each 
other similar to the relationship between blue and green chromic 
chloride. In support of this view, they show that two prepara¬ 
tions with the same water content have a different vapor pressure; 
and that the ordinary oxide can be convered into Guignet’s 
green by heating in an autoclave. These evidences are alto¬ 
gether inconclusive. In the first place, the vapor pressure of a 
hydrous oxide is determined not only by the amount of water it 
contains but by its structure and since the conditions of forming 
Guignet’s green and the ordinary oxide are so different, it is not 
surprising to find variation in the size of the particles and the 
structure of the masses of each, as is evidenced not only by 
difference in vapor pressure but by difference in color. In the 
second place, Wohler and Becker were unable to find an inversion 
temperature of gray-blue oxide to Guignet's green, and the fol¬ 
lowing experiments^ indicate that a definite transition point 
does not exist: 20-cubic-centimeter portions of a solution con- 

1 ^Xehrbuch,” 5th ed., 2, 315 (1848). 

^ Compt, rend.j 104, 1227 (1887); Ann. chim. phys.^ (6) 10, 1 (1887); cf. 
Olie: Z. anorg. Ckem.j 62, 48 (1907). 

^ (7/., however, Recouka: Loc. ciL; Loewel: J. Phartn.^ (3) 7, 323, 401, 
424 (1845); Fremy: Ann. chim. phys.^ (3) 23, 388 (1848). 

4 Van Bemmelen: '‘Die Absorption,’’ 239 et seq. (1910). 

» Weiser: J. Phys. Chem., 26, 409 (1922). 
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iaining 0.2 gram of chromium chloride were treated with just 
enough sodium hydroxide solution to cause complete precipita¬ 
tion at the various temperatures shown in Table IV; and the 
precipitates were kept at this temperature for a definite length 
of time. For temperatures above 100"^ the precipitations were 
carried out in an autoclave. The color varies continuously from 


Table IV. —Effect of TEMPErtATuitE of Precipitation on the Color 
OF Hydrous Chromic Oxide 


Tom peril turo, 
decrees 

Time of hofiting 

Color (»f proeiiiitiite 

0 

30 minutes 

Gray bliK' 

50 

30 minutes 

Greenish blue 

100 

30 minutes 

Bluish green 

150 

30 minutes 

Green with faint ting(' of blue 

200 

30 minutes 

Clear green 

200-225 

15 hours 

Bright green 


gray glue to clear green with increasing temperature of precipita¬ 
tion. This indicates that the various colors are not due to iso¬ 
mers but to a difference in the size of the particles, the structure 
of the mass, and the amount of water enclosed under the different 
conditions of formation. As the color changes from blue to clear 
green with increasing temperature of precipitation, the oxide 
becomes less gelatinous, less soluble in acids, and less readily 
peptized by alkalies. 


CHROMIC OXIDE SOLS 

The Positive Sol Fonned by Peptization Methods. —Graham^ 
prepared colloidal hydrous chromic oxide by peptizing the 
freshly precipitated oxide with chromic chloride and dialyzing 
to remove excess electrolyte. The colloidal solution is dark 
green, and can be diluted with water or heated; but is very 
instable in the presence of salts. 

Neidle and Barab^ investigated the dialysis of a colloidal 
solution prepared by the Graham method. The sol was placed 

Trans., 161, (1), 183 (1861). 

J. Am. Chem. Soc., 38, 1961 (1916). 
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in a parchment membrane surrounded by water. In one series 
of experiments the water was changed at intervals; while in a 
second series, a continuous flow of water through the dialyzer 
was maintained. Colloidal particles diffused through the mem¬ 
brane in both cases. In the intermittent dialysis, the sol 
continued to diffuse until but little remained within the mem¬ 
brane ; whereas in the continuous process, the passage of the sol 
ceased after a time, and 75 per cent remained within the mem¬ 
brane. The growth of the colloidal particles during dialysis was 
influenced by two factors: agglomeration following removal of 
peptizing agent, and growth of nuclei by hydrolysis of adsorbed 
chloride by adsorbed water. In the intermittent process, the 
removal of peptizing agent was not rapid enough to cause suffi¬ 
cient agglomeration to prevent the passage of the colloid through 
the particular membrane; while in the continuous process, a 
gradual growth of the particles resulted finally in their retention 
by the membrane. By continuous dialysis at a high tempera¬ 
ture,^ the time required to get a colloidal solution containing a 
minimum amount of peptizing agent may be shortened by weeks. 

Bjcrrum** obtained small amounts of basic chlorides having 
the formulas Cr(OH)Cl 2 and Cr(OH) 2 Cl on adding alkali to chro¬ 
mic chloride,^ and Recoura^ claimed to get Cr 20 Cl 4 by the oxida¬ 
tion of CrCl 2 in the air;^ but it is unlikely that any quantity of 
basic salt is present in the well-dialyzed solution of hydrous 
chromic oxide in chromic chloride. Neidle and Barab dialyzed 
such a colloidal solution in the hot until the ratio, equivalents 
Cr: equivalents Cl, was above 1500. It seems absurd to regard 
such a solution as a basic salt; on the other hand, it does not pre¬ 
clude the possible presence of a trace of basic salt in a highly 
purified sol. For the most part, however, the sol consists of 
hydrous chromic oxide peptized by preferential adsorption of 
chromium and hydrogen ions. 

^ J. Am, Chem. Soc., 39, 71 (1917). 

* Z, physik, Chem.y 73, 724 (1910); cj, also Denham: J. Chem, Soc.y 93, 41 
(1908). 

* Cf. Fischer: Z. anorg, Chem,y 40, 39 (1904). 

* Ann, chim, phys.y (6) 10 , 1 (1887). 

® See also Mobeug: J. prakl. Chem,, 29, 175 (1843); Loewel: J. Pharm., 
4, 424 (1843); P;6ligot: Compt, rend,, 21, 24 (1845); Ordway: Am. J. Sci., 
(2) 29, 202 (1858); Owe: Z, anorg, Chem., 62,62 (1906).j 
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If it were possible to dialyze the sol until all the chromic 
chloride were hydrolyzed and practically all of the hydrogen 
were adsorbed either as hydrogen chloride or as hydrogen ion, 
the composition of the sol might be represented by the general 
formula 


[(|xCr20.-. ;/ HCl-2H20i ir)„-(n - (l)CA'] + qCV 

w^hcre q represents the excess of adsorbed hydrogen ions over 
adsorbed chloride ion, that is, the charge on the colloidal particles. 
Actually, the solution as well as the sol particles will contain 
hydrogen ions and may contain chromium ions; and the particles 
may contain adsorbed chromium. If hydrochloric acid is placed 
on one side and a well-dialyzed sol on the other side of a mem¬ 
brane permeable to hydrogen and chloride ions but not to the 
colloidal particles holding an excess of adsorbed hydrogen ion, 
a Donnan equilibrium will be set up with the attending con¬ 
centration, osmotic, and electrical effects.^ Bjerrum- placed a 
chromic oxide sol in a collodion bag and surrounded it by solutions 
of hydrochloric acid of varying concentration. The outside solu¬ 
tion was renewed daily until equilibrium was established, and 
the osmotic pressure and membrane potential were measured in 
a special apparatus. Some observations are recorded in Table V. 
The concentration C 2 of HCl in the outer solution and the con¬ 
centration [Cr203] of the sol are expressed in mols per liter. The 


Table V.—Osmotic PitEssuRE and Membrane Potential of a Chkomic 
Oxide Sol at 18°. The “Equivalisnt Aggregate” of the Sol 


II Cl 

ca 

iCraOj 

Pi 

E,n 

m CO 

m = 

1000 

rn — 

500 

1 rn «* 250 

Ae 

Pi 

Ae 

Pi 

Ae 

Pi 

Ae 

0.010 

0.042 

7.6 


12 

1.0 

13 

2.1 

14 

4.1 

IS 

0.010 

0.038 

0.0 

0.4 

12 

0.9 

13 

1.9 

15 

3.7 

20 

0.005 

0.038 

0.7 

10.5 

14 

i 0.9 

14 

1.9 

15 

3.7 

17 

O.CX)5 

0.027 

5.0 


14 

0.0 

14 

1.4 

10 

2.7 

20 

0.005 

0.027 

4.8 

9.2 

14 

0.0 

14 

1.4 

10 

2.0 

20 

0.005 

0.020 

4.4 

9.1 

14 

0.0 

15 

1.3 

10 

2.5 

21 

0.0025 

0.020 

7.5 

16.1 

14 

0.6 

15 

1.3 

10 

2.5 

18 

0.001 

0.020 

17.8 

28.2 

14 

0.6 

14 

1.3 

14 

2.5 

15 

0.005 

0.025 

4.2 

7.4 

14 

0.6 

14 

1.3 

10 

2.4 

20 

0.010 

0.025 

2.5 

5.2 

12 

0.6 

14 

1.3 

18 

2.4 

UK) 


1 Cf. p. 17. 

2 Z, physik, Chem., 110, 656 (1924). 
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osmotic pressure P\ is given in centimeters of water and the 
memt)rane potential Em in millivolts. 

The measured osmotic pressured P is the sum of the pressure 
P], of the colloidal particles and the pressure P 2 , caused t)y the 
difference in the number of dialyzed particles within and without 


the membrane, that is, 


P = Pi + P 2 

( 1 ) 

According to Avogadro 


P. = HT- 

VI 

( 2 ) 

and according to Avogadro and Dorman, 


11 

(3) 


where RT is 24,700 at 18"^; ni is the number of Cr 203 molecules 
in a colloidal particle, and Ac the equivalent aggregate, that is, 
the number of (T2O3 molecules carrying one electrical charge.^ 
P is determined directly for the different values of C 2 and [ 0203 ] 
as given in the table. Corresponding values of Pi are calculated 
from ( 2 ) for various assumed values of m] and from these Pi 
values, P 2 values can be gotten from ( 1 ) and Ac values from 
(3). Bjerrum took the values of m which give the most constant 
values of Ac as the correct m\ and the average value of Ac as 
the correct Ac. One would conclude from the table that m is 
greater than 250; but the true value is quite indefinite. Bjerrum 
says m is approximately 500 and Ac approximately 15;*'^ in other 
words, the colloidal particle contains something like 1,000 chro¬ 
mium atoms and carries 30 free positive charges. 

From the osmotic-pressure measurements, Bjerrum also calcu¬ 
lates the amount of free chloride ion in the sol. Subtracting 
this from the total chloride concentration is said to give the 
adsorbed chloride ion. From such considerations, the conclu¬ 
sion is reached that the colloidal particle contains 1,000 chro¬ 
mium atoms, carrying a total of 240 positive charges, 210 of 
which are neutralized by adsorbed chloride ion. This is prob- 

^C/. Zsigmondy: “Kolloidchemie,” 206 (1925), 

* C/., however, Wintoen and Lowenthal: Z. physik. Chem.^ 109, 378 
(1924). 
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ably incorrect, as a part of the chlorine is doubtless adsorbed 
as chloride and not as ion. 

It is of interest to compare the value m = 5()0 for a (>203 sol, 
aged by prolonged boiling, with m = 750,000 for an aged Fe 203 
sol, as reported by Wintgen and Biltz.^ 1 doubt very much 
whether there are 1500 times as many molecules in an aged iron 
sol as in an aged chromium sol. It is more likely that the limits 
of the experimental methods employed by both Bjerrum and 
Wintgen render the values for both sols of doubtful accuracy. 

Richards and Bonnet^ digested hydrous chromic oxide with 
chromium sulfate on the steam bath for several hours, obtaining 
a green solution which appeared to them to be a basic salt, 
Cr(OH)S 04 . A violet solution shaken for several days with 
hydrous chromic oxide changed to green which had a composition 
that could be expressed by the formula Cr 3 (OH) 7 (S() 4 ) 4 . While 
these observations prove nothing one way or the other, they 
indicate that chromic sulfate solution peptizes rather than 
reacts with hydrous chromic oxide. Scyinour-Jones'^ reduced a 
solution of sodium bichromate with sulfur dioxide, obtaining a 
solution which dialyzed completely through collodion mem¬ 
branes and passed unchanged through a hardened ultrafilter. 
Such a solution should have a basicity equivalent to Cr(OH)S 04 , 
but according to Basset^ it contains a mixture of 95 to 96 per 
cent chromic sulfate and 4 to 5 per cent chromium dithionate. 
Hence, the existence of a basic salt of the formula Cr(OH)S 04 
has not been established. If such a basic salt were present in 
Seymour-Jones' solution, it was readily dialyzable, a circum¬ 
stance that would argue against the presence of any basic chloride, 
Cr(OH)Cl 2 , in the well-dialyzed Graham sol. Werner^ isolated 
a crystalline basic sulfate of the formula [Cr(OH) 2 * (H 20 ) 4 ] 2 S 04 ; 
but this was done in a special way. 

The nature of the basic solutions of chromic sulfate is of interest 
in connection with chrome tanning and chrome mordanting, which 
will be taken up in detail in Chaps. XV and XVI, respectively. 

1 Z, physik, Chem,, 107, 414 (1923). 
physik. Chem.y 47, 29 (1904). 

J. Ind. Eng. Chern., 16, 77 (1923). 

^ J. Chem. Soc., 88 , 692 (1903). 

^ Ber., 41, 3447 (1909). 
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Paal’ prepared a colloidal vsolution of hydrous chromic oxide 
by reduction of a solution of ammonium chromate with colloidal 
platinum in the presence of the sodium salt of protalbinic acid 
which acts as a protective colloid. The preparation contained 
colloidal hydrous oxide, colloidal platinum, unchanged ammo¬ 
nium chromate, and sodium protalbinate. It may be purified 
to some extent by dialysis. 

The Positive Sol Formed by Hydrolysis Methods.—If a solu¬ 
tion of a ferric or aluminum salt is boiled with sodium acetate, 
there is formed the acetate of the trivalent metal which hydro¬ 
lyzes, precipitating the respective hydrous oxides. By working 
at low concentrations, colloidal solutions of the hydrous oxides 
of iron and aluminum may be prepared by hydrolysis of the 
acetates;^ but chromic acetate behaves differently.*^ Reinitzer^ 
boiled solutions of chromic chloride and sulfate with sodium 
acetate for a short time, obtaining a violet solution but no pre¬ 
cipitate. This solution was not precipitated in the cold wdth 
sodium or potassium hydroxide, ammonia, ammonium hydro¬ 
sulfide, ammonium carbonate, sodium phosphate, barium hy¬ 
droxide, or barium carbonate; but was thrown down in the hot 
by all the above reagents except sodium phosphate. A similar 
vSolution which gave no test for chromic ion was obtained by 
allowing the solution of chromic salt and sodium acetate to stand 
in the cold for a sufficient length of time. A slow action in the 
cold in the presence of alkalies is evidenced by a change in color 
of the solution and the formation of a jelly on standing quietly. 

Although some colloidal hydrous chromic oxide may be formed 
by boiling a chromic salt solution with sodium acetate, it is 
altogether probable that this process results chiefly in the forma¬ 
tion of one or more of the complex chromic acetates, a number of 
which have been isolated in a definite crystalline form by Werner,^ 
and by Weinland and his pupils.® Solutions of these salts do not 
give the usual reactions for chromic ion since the chromium is a 
47, 2211 (1914). 

» Of. Weiser: /. Phya. Chern,, 24, 277, 505 (1920). 

* Schiff: Liebig's Ann, Chem.^ 124, 168 (1862). 

* Monatshefte fiir Chemie, 3 , 257 (1882). 

» Ber., 41, 3447 (1908). 

®Ber,, 41, 3236 (1908); 42, 2997, 3881 (1909); Z, anorg, Chem,, 67, 167 
(1910); 69, 168, 217 (1910); 76, 293 (1912); 82, 426 (1913), 
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constituent of a complex ion. It is interesting that, in the pres¬ 
ence of excess violet chromic; acetate, iron and aluminum ace¬ 
tates cannot be detected either by heating to the boiling ix)int 
or by adding caustic alkalies or ammonia. As will be pointed 
out later, hydrous chromic oxide peptized by hydroxyl ion 
adsorbs and so carries into colloidal solution a number of hydrous 
oxides not peptized by alkalies. This suggests that hydrous 
ferric oxide formed by hydrolysis of ferric acetate is kept from 
precipitating, owing to adsorption by colloidal hydrous chromic 
oxide. This suggestion does not seem to be in accord with the 
facts. In the first place, hydrous chromic oxide does not apf)ear 
to be the primary product of the hydrolysis of chromic acetate; 
and in the second place, lleinitzer^ showed that green chromic 
acetate formed by boiling and so hydrolyzing the violet salt 
does not prevent the precipitation of hydrous ferric oxide. This 
behavior of mixtures of ferric and violet chromic acetates is most 
likely due to the formation of one or more iron-chromic acetate 
complexes such as have been prepared by Weinland and 
Guzzmann.'^ 

Reinitzer^ and Woudstra^ claim to have made colloidal 
hydrous chromic oxide by dialysis of chromic acetate, but the 
extraordinary stability of the preparations in the presence of 
salts points to their being chromic acetate chiefly. This view is 
supported by the more recent attempt of Neidle and Barab^ 
to dialyze a chromic acetate solution into which superheated 
steam was passed. Although such a procedure would favor the 
growth of any particles of colloid, all the chromium passed through 
the membrane. 

It is not possible to prepare a chromic oxide sol by dialysis of 
pure chromic chloride in the cold;® but the commercial salt yields 
a dilute sol. The difference in behavior is probably due to 
acceleration of hydrolysis of the commercial chloride by the 
presence of a little colloid as impurity.^ Since the temperature 

1 J. a hem. Soc.y 42, 825 (1882). 

* Ber., 42, 3881 (1909). 

3 Monatshefte fur Chemie^ 3, 249 (1883). 

4 Kolloid-Z., 6 , 33 (1909). 

5 J. Am. Chem. Soc., 38, 1961 (1916). 

® Neidle and Barab: J. Am. Chem. Soc.^ 39 , 71 (1917). 

’ Goodwin and Grover: Phys. Rev.y 11 , 193 (1900). 
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coefficient of hydrolysis of chromic chloride is considerable/ 
very much higher yields are obtained by dialysis at 75 to 80°. 
The colloids are clear, deep green, and perfectly mobile when 
first prepared; but they gel on standing if the dialysis is carried 
too far. 

Since nitrate ion usually has a smaller precipitating action on 
positive sols than chloride ion, Biltz^ attempted to prepare a 
number of colloids by dialysis of nitrate solutions. This met 
with little success in the case of chromium nitrate, on account of 
the relatively small hydrolysis constant of the salt.* 

The Negative Sol. —If an excess of alkali hydroxide is added 
in the cold to a chromic salt solution, the precipitate first formed 
is peptized completely, giving a clear green colloidal solution. 
In this respect, hydrous chromic oxide differs from hydrous 
aluminum oxide which dissolves in alkali hydroxides, giving 
aluminate.^ The sol formed in this way precipitates spontane¬ 
ously on standing,'^ particularly if the ratio of oxide to hydroxyl 
ion is too large. This is due to ageing of the hydrous oxide. 
For the same reason, a precipitated and washed oxide is not 
peptized by alkalies.® The sol migrates to the anode under 
electrical stress,^ is precipitated by low concentration of salts 
having strongly adsorbed cations,and the oxide particles can 
be removed by an ultrafilter.® 

Further evidence of the colloidal nature of an alkaline solution 
of hydrous chromic oxide is given by its action with other hydrous 
oxides. Thus Northcote and Church'*® observed that complete 

* Bjerrum: Z. physik. Chevi.j 69 , 343 (1907). 

2 Bcr., 36 , 4431 (1902). 

® Woudstra: Kolloid-Z.f 6 , 33 (1909). 

* Hildebrand: J, Am, Chem, Soc,y 36 , 864 (1913). 

‘^Fischer and Hey: Z. anorg, Chem,, 31 , 352 (1902); Herz: Ibid,, 28 , 
344 (1901); 32 , 357 (1902). 

®Hantzsch: Z. anorg, Chem,, 30 , 338 (1902); c/., however, Herz; Z. 
aifwrg, Chem,, 28 , 344 (1901). 

^ Krbmann: Z. anorg. Chem., 33 , 87 (1903). 

* Fischer: Z. anorg. Chem., 40 , 39 (1904); cf., however, Kremann: Ibid., 
33 , 87 (1903). 

® Nagel: J, Phya. Chem., 19 , 331, 569 (1915); Bancroft: Chem. News, 
113 , 113 (1916); Trans. Am. Electrochem. Soc., 28 , 351 (1915); Chatterji 
and Dhar: Chem. News, 121 , 253 (1920). 

J. Chem. Soc., 6, 54 (1853). 
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solution takes place when chromic oxide is associated with 40 
per cent of ferric oxide, 12.5 per cent of manganous oxide, and 
20 per cent of either cobalt or nickel oxide; and that complete 
precipitation takes place when chromic oxide is associated with 
80 per cent of ferric oxide, 60 per cent of manganous oxide and 
with 50 per cent of either cobalt or nickel oxide. Similar 
observations were made by Prud^hornme^ and by Kreps.- This 
anomalous behavior is readily explained in view of the colloidal 
nature of alkaline solutions of chromic oxide. The colloidal 
oxide adsorbs to a limited degree and so carries into colloidal solu¬ 
tion the hydrous oxides of iron, manganese, cobalt, nickel, 
copper, and magnesium, thus preventing their precipitation. 
The latter oxides likewise adsorb chromic oxide and so tend to 
take it out of colloidal solution in alkali. Accordingly, if they 
are present in sufficient amount, they will carry down and so 
decolorize practically completely the green colloidal solution 
of chromic oxide.^ As previously noted, the behavior of ferric 
acetate in the presence of violet chromic acetate cannot be 
accounted for in this way. 

Wood and Black'* treated precipitated chromic oxide with 
alkali of varying concentrations. After 2 months some chro¬ 
mate was found in solution, suggesting that chromic oxide dis¬ 
solves in alkali with the formation of chromite. Since one should 
expect this action to be more marked if the oxide were in the 
colloidal state, the author added a large excess of alkali to a 
chromic chloride solution and allowed the mixture to stand 2 
months. Most of the colloid precipitated in this time, leaving a 
greenish-yellow supernatant liquid, the yellow color being due 
to a small amount of chromate formed by oxidation of chromite 
in the air. While these observations show the oxide to possess 
a slightly acidic character,^ they do not mean that the solution 
of hydrous chromic oxide in alkali is all chromite which subse¬ 
quently decomposes, as Wood and Black imply. On the contrary, 
it is extremely doubtful whether any chromite at all is formed 

* Bull. 80C . chim., (2) 17, 253 (1872). 

* Thesis, Berlin (1893). 

» Nagel: J. Phys. Chem., 19, 331 (1915). 

^ J. Chem. Soc., 109, 164 (1916). 

« Cf. also Mulleb: Z. physik. Chan., 110, 363 (1924). 
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within a r(;aRonable time in thc^ pnjsence of slightly more than 
enough alkali to cause complete solution.’ 

PRECIPITATION AND ADSORPTION 

A well-dialyzed chromic oxide sol prepared by the Graham 
method is very sensitive to the presence of electrolytes, particu¬ 
larly if they contain multivalent cations. - The precipitation 
values of a number of potassium salts for a sol containing 3.65 
grams Cr 203 per liter are given in Table VI. It will be noted 
that iodate behaves like a multivalent ion in having a very high 
precipitating power. It is not known why this should be, since 
a dilute solution of iodic acid acts like a monobasic acid.® It is 


Tahle VI-—Precipitation Values of Salts 


1 

Potassium 

salt 

Precipitation 
value, rnilli- 
equivalents 
per liter 

Nature of 
precipitate 

Potassium 

salt 

Precipitation 
value, niilli- 
equivalents 
per liter 

Nature of 
precipitate 

Ferricyanide. . . 

o.4sr> 

Firm jelly 

Brornate. 

19.0 

Jelly 

Chromate. 

0. 525 

Firm jelly 
Finn jelly 

Chloride. 

30.0 

Jelly 

Jelly 

Diehromate. . . . 

0.535 

Bromide. 

33.0 

Sulfate. 

1 0 550 

Firm jelly 
Finn jelly 
Firm jelly 

Chlorate. 

33.8 

Jolly 

Jelly 

Oxalate. 

Iodate. 

0,570 

0.035 

Iodide. 

37.5 


particularly interesting that the conditions at the precipitation 
concentration are favorable to the formation of a jelly. This 
point will be considered in a later section. The jellies can be 
broken up by shaking, yielding gelatinous precipitates. 

Influence of Hydrogen Ion Concentration.—Everett E. Porter 
has recently made some precise precipitation and adsorption 
studies on a chromic oxide sol at varying hydrogen ion concentra¬ 
tions.^ As an illustration, some precipitation experiments with 
oxalate are given in detail in Table VII; and some adsorption 
data for the same ion are recorded in Table VIII and shown 

* C/. Weiser: J. Phys, Chem.j 28, 428 (1922). 

»C/. Bjerrum: Z. phynk, Chem,, 110, 678 (1924). 

* Miolati and Mascetti: Gazz, chim. 81,1, 93 (1901); Attiaccad, 
Lincei, (5) 14,1, 217 (1905). 

* Uuptiblished results. 
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'r.vnLi; VII. —1’kk( iin t ATioN of Ciihomic Oxiok Sol at Varvincj pH 

Values 


Cubic centimeters solution 
mixed with 5 cubic centi¬ 
meters sol, total volume 
20 cubic; c*(‘ntiineters 

Precipitation value, 
milliequivalents per 
liter 

pH values 

N/m H 2 C 2 O 4 

1 

A750 KjCjOi 

Before 

mixing 

After 

mixing 

3.35 

1 

1 0.0 

3.35 

3.05 

3 19 

3 15 

! 0 2 

3 35 

3.11 

3.32 

2 80 

0 4 

3 20 



2 GO 

0.5 

3 10 

3.17 

3.40 

2.20 

0.7 

1 2.90 



2 00 

0 8 

2.80 

3.38 

3.51 

1 GO 

0.9 

2.50 



0 00 

1 0 

1.00 

9 40 

5.79 


Table VIII.—Adsorption of Oxalate by Hydrous Chromic Oxide at 
Varying pH Values 


Cubic centimeters solution mixed with 
50 cubic centimeters sol, total volume 
200 cubic centimeters 

Adsorption 
values, inilli- 
equivalents per 
gram Cr 203 

pH values 

iV/50H2C2O4 

V/50 K 2 C 2 O 4 

iV/50 KOH 

Before 

mixing 

i 

After 

mixing 

50 

0 

0 

4.88 

2.73 

2.89 

40 

10 

0 

4.77 

2.87 

3.16 

30 

20 

0 

4.47 

3.16 

3.78 

20 

30 

0 

4.17 

3.81 

4.56 

10 

40 

0 

3.48 

4.45 

7.54 

0 

50 

0 

2.06 

9.40 

8.73 

0 

50 

5 

1.32 

10.58 

8.99 

0 

50 

10 

0.65 

10.67 

9.20 

0 

50 

20 

0.00 

11.12 

9.48 

0 

50 

30 

1 

0.06 

11.23 

9.99 
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graphically in Fig. 5. The sol prepared by Graham^s method 
was dialyzed until the hydrogen ion concentration was but little 
greater than that of water. The precipitation values at vary¬ 
ing pH values for a preparation containing 2.5 grams Cr20;i per 
liter, were determined by mixing 5 cubic centimeters of sol with 
15 cubic centimeters of solutions containing salt and acid. The 
pH values after mixing’^ were made on the supernatant liquid 
after precipitation. A like solution diluted with water instead 



Fio. 5.—Influence of pH on adsorption of oxalate by hydrous chromic oxidt*. 


of with the colloid was used to get the pH values before mixing. 
The two determinations are, of course, not strictly comparable. 
The adsorption values were obtained by mixing 50-cubic-centi- 
meter portions of sol with 150-cubic-centimeter portions of the 
several solutions and analyzing the supernatant liquid after 
precipitation. A rapid increase in precipitation value occurs 
between pH = 6 and pH == 3.5 in the solution after mixing. 
Above pH = 2.5, the adsorption of oxalate decreases quite 
rapidly with increasing pH value and becomes zero when the 
pH value after mixing is approximately 9.5. It is obvious, 
therefore, that both hydroxyl ion and oxalate ion are adsorbed 
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on the alkaline side of the isoelectric point, the carrying down of 
oxalate being completely nullified only in the presence of a 
relatively high concentration of hydroxide ion. 

Precipitating Action of Mixtures of Electrolytes. —Thirty 
years ago Linder and Picton^ made the interesting observation 
that the precipitating action of mixtures of pairs of electrolytes 
for colloidal arsenious sulfide was not additive in case the elec¬ 
trolytes have widely varying precipitating power.Since this 
so-called ionic antagonism was not observed with gold sol and 
with von Weimarn’s*’^ sulfur sol which are anhydrous, but was 
observed with Odi^'m’s^ sulfur sol w'hich is hydrous, Freundlich 
and Scholz^ conclude that the hydration of the colloid and of 
the precipitating ions is of primary importance in producing 
ionic antagonism and so in determining whether the precipitating 
action of mixtures shall be additive or above the additive values. 
This leads to the deduction that arsenious sulfide sol is a hydro- 
phile, although it is not usually so considered; and to the sugges¬ 
tion that the behavior of colloids with mixtures is a suitable 
means of determining to what extent the stability is influenced 
by hydration. These conclusions are not in accord with some 
observations® on colloidal chromic oxide, a few of which are 
recorded in Table IX and shown graphically in Fig. 6, 


Table IX. —Precipitation of Colloidal (.’iiromic Oxide by Mixtures 
OF Elec’trolytes 

(Precipitation values in inilliequivalonts per liter) 


KCl 4- 

K 2 SO 4 

I KCl 4- 

K 2 C 2 O 4 

K2S()4 

4* K 2 C 2 O 4 

00.0 

0.675 

0 00 

0.700 

0.000 

0.700 

12.5 

0.425 

12.5 

0.460 

0-250 

0.430 

25.0 

0.300 

25.0 

0.325 

0.338 

0.350 

37.5 

0.185 

37.5 

0 200 

0.500 

0.175 

50.0 

0.065 

50.0 

0.070 

0.675 

0 000 

56.8 

0.000 

56.8 

0 000 




Chem, Soc., 67 , 67 (1895). 

2 C/. Weiser; J. Fhys, Chem., 25 , 665 (1921). 

® Von Weimarn and Malysohp:w: Kolloid-Z., 8 , 214 (1911). 
^ ‘'Der kolloide Schwefel " (1912). 

® Kolloulchem. Bdhefte, 16 , 267 (1922). 

® Wejser: J. Fhjs. Chem., 28 , 232 (1924); 25 , 605 (1921), 
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Although the sol is very highly hydrous, raixtures of elec¬ 
trolytes having widely different precipitating power, such as 
potassium chloride and potassium sulfate, do not give values 
considerably above the additive value, such as Freundlich and 
Scholz would predict. On the contrary, the values for such 
mixtures are actually less than additive by a quite appreciable 
amount. This is not unexpected in view of the fact that adsorp- 



Milliec^uwaleMs per LiWof K2SO4, and 

Fici. 6.—Precipitation of colloidal hydrous (rhronaic oxide witli mixtures of 

electrolytes. 


tion is relatively greater at lower concentrations. The adsorp¬ 
tion of chloride ion is proportionately greater at concentrations 
below its precipitation value so that relatively less sulfate or 
oxalate is necessary to bring the combined adsorption above the 
critical value necessary for neutralization and coagulation. Such 
a result would follow, however, only in case there is little or no 
antagonistic action between chloride ion and sulfate or oxalate 
ion in the sense that the presence of each decreases the adsorption 
of the other at concentrations below the precipitation value. 
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This is evident from the experiments recorded in Table X. Below 
the precipitation concentration, a relatively large amount of 
chloride has no effect on the adsorption of oxalate; and above 
this concentration, the adsorption of oxalate is cut down but 
4 per cent by 50 times its concentration of chloride and less than 


Table X.— Adsokption by Hydkouh Chromic Oxide of Oxalate in the 
Presence of C-hloride 


Mixtures added to 30 cubic centimeters 
('olloid containing 0.00 gram O 2 O 3 

( Ixalat c 

* adsori)ed 

N /2 KCl 

AVIOO K.CjO. 

IhO 

Cubic (*(‘nti- 
met (‘Ts of 
iV/100 

Crains })(*r mol 
Cr2Cj 

4 r - ii ) 

1 35 

24 15 

1 .35 

1.505 

3.00 

1 .95 

25.05 

1.95 

2 174 

1.50 

2 85 

25 05 

2.85 

3.177 

0 00 

4.20‘‘ 

25 80 

4.20 

4 682 

0 00 

8 50 

21 .50 

7 34 

8 182 

21.50 

8 50 

0 00 

O.GO 

7 424 

0.00 

12 00 

18.00 

9 .12 

10 500 

18.00 

12.00 

0.00 

8.83 

9.842 

0.00 

15.00 

15 00 

11.10 

12.373 

15.00 

15.00 

0 00 

10.68 

11.905 

0 00 

20.00 

10 00 

12.46 

13.889 

10 00 

20.00 

0.00 

12.35 

13.667 


« Precipitation value. 


1 per cent by 25 times its concentration of chloride. It would 
appear, therefore, that the high precipitation value of potassium 
chloride is due to relatively weak adsorption of chloride ion 
associated with but slight adsorption of the stabilizing potassium 
ion. Similar behavior was noted with negative colloidal stannic 
oxide using mixtures of lithium chloride and either barium 
chloride or magnesium chloride. 
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For the sako of comparison, some results^ on the precipitation 
of arsonious sulfide sol by mixtures are given in Table XI and 
represented graphically in Fig. 7. 


Table XI. — P]tE<'riMTATi(>N of CVjlloiual Aukeniouk Sulfide by 
Mixtuhes of Kle<’tkolytes 


(Precipitation values in milliequivalents p(‘r liter.) 


LiCl -f 

Pa (3. 

NaCl 

+ Bad, 

j KCI 

■f 

Bad., 

00 0 

1 .00 

IK) 0 

1 00 

00.0 


1.00 

12 f) 

2 02 

12 5 

1 93 

12 0 


1 .88 

25 0 

2 18 

25 0 

1.98 

25.0 


1 .92 

43 7 

2 13 

43.7 

1 82 

43.7 


1 .02 

02 5 

1 78 

02 5 

1 30 

02.5 


1.05 

81.2 

1 23 

95 0 

0 00 

83 0 


0.00 

111.2 

0 00 







HCl + 

Bad, 

1 K(3 


(^>01 a ! 

Kd 

-f 

NaCl 

00.0 

1.00 

00 0 


0.388 

00.0 


95.0 

12.5 

1.98 

12.5 


0 230 

25.0 


04 0 

25.0 

1.93 

25.0 


0.102 

50.0 


35.0 

37.5 

1.05 

37 5 


0 132 

S3.0 


00.0 

50.0 

1 .00 

50.0 


0 105 




01.5 

0 (K) 

02 5 


0 007 






83 0 


0 000 





It will be seen that the precipitation values of salt pairs for the 
same sol, may be additive, may be greater than the additive 
values, or may be less than the additive values. From deter¬ 
minations of adsorption during the precipitation of sols, there 
appear to be three factors which determine the precipitation 
concentration of salt pairs; (1) the stabilizing action of the ion 
having the same charge as the sol; (2) the effect of each precipi¬ 
tating ion on the adsorption of the other; and (3) the relatively 
greater adsorbability of ions at lower concentration. Since 
the addition of small amounts of potassium ferrocyanide to 
ferrocyanide sols or of hydrochloric acid to hydrous oxide sols 

1 Weiser: J. Phys. Chem., 30, 28 (1926). 
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increases their stability toward electrolytes, Dhar' and Sen*^ 
are inclined to attribute all the so-called antagonistic action of 
salt pairs to adsorption of stabilizing ions. Thus, the addition 
of a small amount of potassium chloride to arsenious sulfide sol 
is believed to stabilize it, thereby increasing the precipitation 
value of barium chloride. But a small amount of potassium 
chloride does not stabilize arsenious sulfide sol in the same sense 
that hydrochloric acid stabilizes chromic oxide sol; hence, the 



Fig. 7,— Precipitution of folloidal arsenious sulfide with mixtures of eleotro- 

lytes. 


precipitation concentrations for mixtures of potassium and 
sodium chloride are additive; and for mixtures of potassium and 
cerium chloride, they are below the additive value. It would 
thus appear that the determining factor with mixtures of barium 
chloride and the alkali chlorides is the antagonistic action of 
each precipitating ion on the adsorption of the other, while with 
potassium and cerium chlorides, it is the relatively greater 
adsorbability of the precipitating cations below the precipitation 
value of either taken separately. In line with this view, the 
adsorption of barium ion is cut down much more strongly than 

^ Ghosh and Dhar: J. Phys. Chem., 20, 659 (1925). 

* Z, anorg. Chem,f 142, 345 (1926). 
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cerium ion by the concentrations of alkali chlorides concerned. 
The precipitation values of such mixtures as NaCl and KCl, 
having a common anion, are additive since the adsorption of 
the precipitating cations are similar, and so the adsorption of 
each is affected but slightly by the presence of the other within 
the limits of the precipitation concentration. 

The adsorbability of the alkalies deduced from their power to 
cut down the adsorption of barium ion is in the order: K > Na > 
Li.^ From the curves in Fig. 7 it will be seen that the precipita¬ 
tion value of barium chloride is increased by like amounts of 
alkali chlorides in the order LiCl >NaCl >KC1; while in the 
presence of HCl, the precipitation value of barium salt first 
rises to a point just below that in the presence of a like amount of 
lithium chloride and then drops off rather sharply. The follow¬ 
ing explanation of these phenomena is suggested: For a given 
alkali chloride concentration, precipitation will take place when 
the combined adsorption of the two cations neutralizes the 
combined adsorption of chloride and hydrosulfide ions. The 
combined adsorption will be equivalent for different pairs of 
cations; but the relative amounts of each that make up this 
equivalent adsorption will vary, depending as it does on the 
relative adsorbability of the two cations. If one may disregard 
for the moment the slight variation in the amounts of chloride 
added with barium chloride as compared with the relatively large 
amount of this ion added with the alkali chloride, it follows that, 
for a given concentration of different alkali chlorides, the vary¬ 
ing amounts of barium that must be added will depend on the 
effect of each cation on the adsorption of the other. Thus, the 
adsorption of barium is cut down by lithium ion less than by 
potassium ion, tending to make the precipitation concentration 
of barium chloride less in the presence of lithium chloride than of 
potassiuni chloride. Hand in hand with this is the decrease in 
the adsorption of alkali by barium, which will tend to make the 
precipitation concentration of barium chloride higher in the 
presence of lithium. From this point of view, the latter factor 
appears to predominate with the alkali chlorides. With hydro¬ 
chloric acid, however, the cutting down of the adsorption of 
barium by hydrogen ion is the determining factor with lower 

* Wbisbb: /, Phys. Chem*^ 29, 955 (1925); c/. p, 125. 
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concentrations of hydrochloric acid; while with higher concen¬ 
trations of acid, the second factor appears to predominate. 

Precipitation of Negative Sol.—In Table XII are given the 
precipitation values of several electrolytes for a negative sol 
prepared by mixing 5 cubic centimeters of chromic chloride con¬ 
taining 40 grams Cr20a per liter with 45 cubic centimeters of 
0.2N KOH. The precipitation value is that concentration of 
electrolyte which will just cause complete coagulation in 10 min¬ 
utes. It will be noted that the precipitating power of cations 
follows the usual order: barium > lithium > sodium > potassium; 
and the stabilizing action of the an'ons is: sulfate > chloride > 
acetate. 


Table XII.— PitEt iPiTATioN Valites of Salts 


Salt 

Precipitation valiu', 
milliequivalents 
per liter 

Nature of 
preci))itate 

Barium chloride. 

5 If) 

Cel ah nous 

Potassium chloride. 

5(K) 0 

Celatinous 

Sodium chloride. 

210.0 

Celatinou.s 

Lithium chloride. 

51.0 

Celatinous 

vSodium sulfate. 

315.0 

Gelatinous 

Sodium acetate. 

220 0 

Gelatinous 


Chromic Oxide Jellies.—Mention has been made of Reinit- 
zer’s observation that a solution of chromic salt boiled with 
sodium acetate and rendered alkaline with caustic alkalies or 
ammonia sets to a jelly. Bunce and Finch^ confirmed this 
observation and showed further that a jelly is formed by adding 
excess sodium hydroxide or potassium hydroxide to chrome alum 
and allowing the solution to stand. They were unable to obtain 
a jelly from chromic sulfate, nitrate, or chloride; but NageF 
succeeded in getting a jelly with sulfate by keeping down the 
concentration of alkali. From these observations it was logical 
to conclude that acetate or sulfate ions are necessary for the 
formation of a chromic oxide jelly.® That such is not the case 

1 Cf. J, Phys. Chem., 17, 769 (1913). 

^J. Phys, Chem., 19, 331 (1914). 

3 Bancroft: “Applied Colloid Chemistry,244 (1921). 
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is evident from the series of experiments recorded in Table XIII, 
using chromic chloride instead of sulfate or acetate. The experi¬ 
ments bear out the general conclusions regarding jelly formation 
previously (considered in detail.^ The rapid addition of a slight 
excess of alkali to a chromic chloride solution produces a negative 
colloidal oxide that is instable and precipitates slowly, forming a 
j(dly (Table XIII). If this precipitation is hastened by heating 
or by addition of a suitable amount of electrolyte, the precipitate 
forms so rapidly that it is gelatinous and not jelly-like (Table 
XII). Finally, if the hydrous oxide has been peptized by too 
great a concentration of alkali, the precipitate comes down very 
slowly and is almost granular in character, as observed by Nagel. 


I'ajjlk XIII. —Chhomk’ Oxide Jellies fkom XECiATivE Colloid 


Alkali 

Solmion.s (cubic ccn(i- 
nictorH) mixed 

Obftcrvations 

Nature of 
precipitate 

Alkali 
0.(> V 

CrCh 

Total 

volume 

NaOH. 

10 0 

5.0 

25 

Peptization incomplete 

Gelatinous 

NaOn. 

11.5 

5 0 

25 

Peptization incomplete 

Firm green jelly 

NaOH.. 

11.75 

5 0 

25 

Peptization almost complete 

Firm green jelly 

NaOH. 

12 0 

5.0 

25 

Peptization complete 

Firm green jelly 

KOH. 

10.0 

5.0 

25 

Peptization incomplete 

Firm green jelly 

KOH.... 

10.75 

5.0 

25 

Peptization almost complete 

Firm green jelly 

KOH. 

11.0 

5 0 

25 

Peptization complete 

Firm green jelly 

BH(OH)a. 

20.0 

5.0 

25 

No peptization 

Gelatinous 

Ba(OH )2 . 

24 0 

1 0 

25 

No peptization 

Gelatinous 

NaOH. ! 

13.5 

5.0 

.50 

Peptization almost complete 

Soft green jelly 

NaOH . 1 

13.75 

5.0 

50 

Peptization complete 

Soft green jelly 

KOH.1 

12.0 

5 0 

50 

Peptization almost complete 

Soft green jelly 

KOH . 

12.25 

5 0 

50 

Peptization complete 

Soft gn^on jelly 


The experiments under consideration corroborate the observa¬ 
tion of Fischer and Herz that the peptizing power of potassium 
hydroxide is slightly greater than that of sodium hydroxide. 
On the other hand, they disprove the statement that hydrous 
chromic oxide is peptized by barium hydroxide and that the pep¬ 
tizing power of alkalies depends on the absolute amount present 
and not on the concentration. The hydroxides arranged in 
order of peptizing power are potassium hydroxide > sodium 
hydroxide > barium hydroxide. As would be expected, this is 

^ See p. 26, et seq. 
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the reverse of the order of precipitating power of the cations 
(Table XII). 

Knowing the conditions favorable to jelly formation by pre¬ 
cipitation of a negative colloidal hydrous chromic oxide, it is a 
simple matter to precipitate the positive sol as a jelly. All 
that is necessary is to add just enough electrolyte to cause com¬ 
plete coagulation in an hour or two. If too little electrolyte is 
used, precipitation is incomplete and the results are unsatisfac¬ 
tory; while if too great an excess is added, the precipitation is so 
rapid that a gelatinous precipitate is formed. From the results 
recorded in Table X, it is quite evident that jellies will form in 
the presence of any precipitating ion. Moreover, the hydrogen 
ion concentration within which jellies will form, can vary over a 
wide range; thus, they are obtained from strongly alkaline solu¬ 
tion and from a colloid stabilized by hydrogen ion. 

A typical jelly containing but 0.18 per cent chromic oxide will 
stand for days without undergoing noticeable syneresis. Shaking 
destroys the jelly structure, which does not re-form as in the case 
of more concentrated jellies.^ 

1 Cf. ScHALEK and Szegvary: Kolloi<DZ., 32, 318; 33, 326 (1023). 



CHAPTER IV 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF ALUMINUM, GALLIUM, 
INDIUM, AND THALLIUM 

Hydrous Aluminum Oxide 

The Gelatinous Oxide. —The addition of ammonia to an 
aluminum salt solution throws down a very highly gelatinous 
precipitate of hydrous aluminum oxide. An x-radiogram of the 
precipitate formed in the cold with not too dilute solutions 
shows it to possess no crystalline character^ even after prolonged 
drying at room temperature.^ The precipitate exhibits a wide 
variation in properties depending on the conditions of formation 
and the age and history of the sample. Thus Tommasi*'^ found 
the newly formed oxide to be quite soluble in acids and alkalies, 
whereas the aged product was sparingly soluble. Recently 
Willstatter and Kraut^ described a number of hydrous oxides 
differing in reactivity and adsorptive power, by precipitating 
aluminum sulfate with ammonia: With concentrated ammonia, 
and boiling for a long time, the precipitate was a pale yellow 
plastic mass A; without prolonged boiling, it was a very pale 
yellow plastic mass B; with dilute ammonia it was a pure white, 
very voluminous, and very finely divided substance C, An 
intermediate variety b prepared by the dialysis of aluminum 
chloride with frequent additions of small quantities of ammonia, 
was claimed to be related chemically to B but resembled A in 
adsorptive capacity; and a modified form of C precipitated at 
60° had an adsorptive capacity similar to J5. Specimens of A 
were entirely different in properties, depending on whether they 

* Haber: Her., 66, 1727 (1922); c/. Fbicke and Weaver: Z. ancyrg. 
Chem., 186, 320 (1924). 

®BdHM and Niclassen: Z. anorg, Chem., 132, 1 (1924); B6hm: 76^V/., 
149, 203 (1926). 

* CompL repd.j 91, 231 (1880); cf. Philups: Phil. Mag.^ (3) 83,357 (1848). 

66, 149, 1117 (1923); 67, 58, 1082 (1924). 
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were still moist or subjected to a rapid preliminary drying in a 
high vacuum over P 2 O.,. As a result of d(^siccation experiments, 
Willstatter concluded that the different gels contained a variety 
of different hydrates. This brings to mind earlier papers on 
hydrous aluminum oxide in which are described such hydrates 
as AlaO.^ 1120 ^ corresponding to the crystalline mineral diaspore, 
AbOa - 21120 ' corresponding to amorphous bauxite, and Al 20 .'{*~ 
3 H 2 O'* corresponding to crystalline gibbsite;*^ but the existence 
of hydrates in gelatinous alumina is rendered doubtful by the work 
of Carnelkw and Walker** and of van Bemmelen.*^ The latter 
showed that at constant temperature the precipitated oxide takes 
up or gives off water until the vapor tension of the substance is 
the same as that of the surroundings; hence, change in tempera¬ 
ture causes a continuous change in the water content of the 
substance by varying its vapor tension. Moreover, the vapor 
pressure of the hydrous oxide is influenced by the conditions of 
precipitation and the subs(K|uent treatment. Thus an oxide 
adsorbs water more strongly if thrown down from a dilute solu¬ 
tion of aluminum chloride than from a concentrated solution. 
The precipitate decreases in solubility in alkali and acids in pro¬ 
portion to the quantity of water lost by heating; after heating at 
various temperatures, the different oxides adsorb smaller quan¬ 
tities of water when placed in a saturated atmosphere, and they 
retain less in dry air in proportion to the water lost. By standing 
under water, the capacity to adsorb water and the solubility in 
acids and alkalies alters in proportion to the time of standing 
An amorphous” hygroscopic oxide formed by ageing the gelat¬ 
inous precipitate for 6 months under water and drying in air, 

1 Mitscherltch: J. prakt. Chem., 83, 468 (1861); Becquepel! Jahreaher., 
87 (1868); Ramsay: J. Chem. Soc,, 32, 395 (1877). 

2 Lowe: Z. fur Chemic, 3, 247 (1864); P^ian de St. Gilles: Ann. chim. 
phys.y (3) 46, 57 (1856); Crum: Liebig's Ann. Chem.^ 89, 156 (1853). 

3 Allen: Chem. News^ 82, 75 (1900;; Cossa: Z. fur Chemie, 13, 443 
(1873); Tommasi: Compt. rend., 91, 231 (1880). 

** Other hydrates have been described by Zunino: Gazz. chim. ital., 30, 
194 (1900); Ramsay: J. Chem. Sac., 32, 395 (1877); Schlumbergeii: Bidl. 
sac. chim., (3) 13, 41 (1895). 

J. Chem. Soc., 63, 87 (1888). 

» Rec. trav. chim., 7, 75 (1888); c/. Shidei: Mem. CoU. Sd.j Kyoto, 9a, 42 
(1924). 
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corresponds to a trihydrate in composition. Van Bemmelen’s 
general conclusions were confirmed by observations on gelatinous 
alumina by Martin^ and Kohlschiitter^ and on fibrous’^ alumina*^ 
by von Zehman;^ but Willstatter claims that vapor-pressure data 
do not show the absence of hydrates in preparations dried in 
vacuum over P 20 r, or treated with acetone, operations which are 
tacitly assumed to remove all adsorbed water. On the contrary, 
Willstatter^s predried preparations give certain temperature 
intervals of almost constant water content which are cited to 
prove the existence of hydrates. Thus the acetone-dried oxide 
precipitated from aluminum sulfate at low hydroxyl ion con¬ 
centration analyzes approximately for a tri hydrate (van Bem- 
melen); and the precipitates obtained with excess ammonia in 
the hot give what are assumed to be polyaluminiim hydroxides, 
such as 2A1(0H)3 * 1120 , as a result of intermok^cular dehydration. 
Willstatter believes fresh gels to be hydrates; but his arguments 
are vague and unconvincing. Thus he says: 

It is not known whether the hydrates found after desiccation existed 
originally in the gelatinous suspension with the same amount of chem¬ 
ically combined water. Of course, there is no need of assuming the 
existence of single hydrates. The formulas calculated for hydrates of 
alumina in the cases described are complex; they have little significance, 
for they can usually be looked upon as mixtures of different hydrates. 
Whatever may be the water content and the degree of hydration of 
the gel suspended in water, it follows from the drying curve of prepa¬ 
ration C, (A 1 ( 0 H )3 • nll20 which dries to AKOIOs), that desiccated 
preparations with values between (Al203)2 * H2O and AI2O3 • H2O could 
not be A 1 ( 0 H )3 in the original moist condition, but are probably mix¬ 
tures of compounds of the composition Aln(0H)3n • a;H20, t.e., 
polymetahydroxides. 

Willstatter^s observations on a variety of oxides would seem to 
disprove the existence of hydrates with the possible exception of 
van Bemmelen^s trihydrate. Wide variations in the conditions 
of forming the oxides cause differences in their physical character 
and structure that determine not only the behavior toward 

1 Mon. SCI., (5) 6, 225 (1915). 

® Z, anorg, Chem., 106, 1 (1919); Z, Elektrochem., 29, 246 (1923). 

® WisucBNtJs: Z, angew. Chem,, 17, 805 (1904). 

« KqUqU-Z,, 27, 233 (1920), 
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reagents and their adsorption capacity for dyes and enzymes, 
but also the amount of water they retain under given conditions. 
The nature and the location of the kinks or bends in the tempera¬ 
ture-dehydration curves depend on the previous history of the 
sample and so are different for each sample. As might be 
expected, the composition of a preparation treated in a certain 
definite way may sometimes be represented by a Dalton formula; 
but this does not prove the existence of a definite compound. 
Van Bemmelen^ obtained breaks in the vapor-pressure curves 



Fig. 8 . —Dehydration of hydrous alumina prepared at 15®. 


for gels of lower water content; but these were not due to the 
presence of hydrates, for the location of the breaks varied with 
the history of the sample, and similar breaks were observed when 
alcohol or benzene was substituted for water. 

Guichard^ followed the continuous dehydration of hydrous 
aluminas with increasing temperature by means of a specially 
designed hydrostatic compensation balance.® The form of the 
curves is well illustrated by Figs. 8 and 9 showing the results of 
experiments carried out on the gelatinous oxide precipitated (1) 

1 ^^Die Absorption,’^ 257 et seg, (1910), 

* Bull soc. chim,, 87, 381 (1925). 

« Guichaud: BvlL soc, chim., 37, 251 (1925). 
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in the cold and ( 2 ) at the boiling point. With regular increase 
in temperature there appears a slight slowing down of the 
dehydration of the oxide formed in the cold, between 150 and 
200 °, corresponding to a composition between 3H2O and 2H2O. 
The “pseudo flat” is interpreted to indicate the existence of 
AI2O3 • 3H2O with adsorbed water and possibly A1203- 2H2O with 
adsorbed water. Contrary to what one might have expected, the 



Minutes 

Fig. 9. —Dehydration ourve of hydrous alumina prepared at 100°. 


aged crystalline oxide formed in the hot gives no indication of 
being A1203 - 3 H 20 or any other hydrate. 

The Crystalline Hydrate.—Although the oxide formed by 
precipitation of aluminum chloride with ammonium hydroxide 
contains no definite hydrates, crystals of artificial gibbsite have 
been prepared in a number of ways. Bomsdorff* obtained such 
a compound by saturating a sodium hydroxide solution with 
gelatinous alumina and allowing the solution to stand in a closed 
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vessel.^ A similar c^ompoiinci is formed by passing carbon dioxide 
through a boiling solution of alkali aluniinate; by boiling alumi¬ 
num in water for many hours; by the action of hydrogen peroxide 
on aluminum;^' by the action of water on aluminum amalgam;'^ 
by allowing i)otassium aluminate and aluminum chloride to 
mix slowly through a diaphragm;^ by calcining hydrated alumi¬ 
num nitrate;'^ and by electrolysis of an aqueous solution of 
alum.*^ According to Milligan^ the composition of this com¬ 
pound remains constant up to 145^^, when it starts losing water 
continuously with increasing temperature. All but 8 per cent 
of the water is driven off below 200"^, and there is no evidence 
whatsoever of another hydrate. Alumina dried at as low a 
temperature as 27r)^ takes up w'ater by adsorption but docs not 
combine to reform the hydrate. The higher the temperature of 
ignition the less the adsorption capacity of the oxide, doubtless 
on account of decreased porosity resulting from sintering. 
Alumina prepared from amalgamated aluminum is much denser 
than the ordinary precipitated hydrous oxide. 

The gelatinous oxide freshly precipitated in the cold dissolves 
in acids and alkalies forming salts and is readily peptized by 
certain dilute acids and salts. The precipitate thrown down 
from the hot solution is less reactive and less easily peptized. 
The newly formed oxide ages fairly rapidly in the hot and more 
slowly in the cold even under water. Two modifications of 
alumina have, therefore, been recognized, the so-called ordinary 
or alpha and meta or beta modifications, representing the two 
extremes of reactivity. But there is no temperature of inversion 
from the soluble alpha to the insoluble beta form; on the con¬ 
trary, between these two extremes one may have all possible 
variation in solubility, reactivity, and adsorbability depending 
on the structure of the mass which in turn is determined by the 
conditions of precipitation and the subsequent method of treat- 

^ WOhler: Ldebig's Ann. Chem., 113, 249 (1859). 

2 Weltzien; Liebig's Ann. Chem.^ 338, 130 (1866). 

3 Cossa: Z. fur Chemie, 13, 443 (1873). 

4 Becquerel: Compt. rend.y 67, 1081 (1868). 

^Scheosing: ‘‘Traite d’analyee/^ Paris, 106 (1877). 

® DtrLLo: Bull. soc. chim., (2) 6, 78 (1866). 

7 J. Phys. Chem.y 26, 247 (1922); c/. Martin: Mon. «ci., (6) 6,225 (1915). 

® Hahn and Thieeer; Ber.y 67, 671 (1924), 
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ment.^ These conclusions have been confimied by Kohlschiitter'^ 
with different pseudo crystals of hydrous aluminas formed by 
the action of ammonia on crystals of aluminum salts. 

Unlike the fresh gelatinous oxide, the crystalline trihydrate 
is almost insoluble in cold acids and alkalies; it is very slowly 
soluble in hot concentrated^ HCl but it dissolves readily in con¬ 
centrated H 2 SO 4 . It is, therefore, similar in properties to the 
aged gelatinous oxide. By means of x-radiograms Bohm and 
Niclasscn*^ observed the gradual transformation from an amor¬ 
phous to a crystalline oxide during ageing. Naturally, this raises 
the question whether the ageing process consists essentially 
in the gradual formation of crystalline trihydrate. X-radio¬ 
grams would appear to answer this in the negative, for aged 
oxides, obtained by precipitation in the hot or by precipitation 
in the cold and heating to KX)'' for an hour,'^ gave interference 
patterns corresponding to the indefinite mineral bauxite"’ and 
not to definite crystalline gibbsite.^ However, from observations 
of the magnetic susceptibilities of a number of freshly precipi¬ 
tated and aged gels, as well as of crystalline trihydrate from 
potassium aluminate, Pascal" concludes that newly foraied gels 
consist solely of anhydrous AI 2 O 3 with adsorl>ed water. On 
long standing, the gels go over to van Bemmelen’s unstable 
trihydrate, which appears to be quite distinct from the crystalline 
trihydrate of the same composition obtained from aluminate. 
We know definitely that gelatinous alumina, aged in the presence 
of alkali, gives trihydrate crystals identical with gibbsite; but 
neither x-ray nor magnetic analyses furnish conclusive evidence 
as to whether van Bemmelen^s submicrocrystalline oxide, formed 
by ageing the ammonia-precipitated oxide in the cold, is really a 
trihydrate, and if so, whether it is identical with artificial gibbsite 
or an aUotropic modification of the latter. For the present I 
am inclined to attribute the difference between the crystalline 
oxides aged by long standing in cold water and aged in dilute 

1 Weiser: J. Phys. Cheni., 24, 505 (1920). 
anorg, Chem., 106, 1 (1919). 

^Z, miorg. Chem., 132, 1 (1924). 

* Milligan: /. Phys. Chem,, 26, 254 (1922). 

* Fricke and Weaver: Z. amwg, Chem., 136, 321 (1924). 

« Rinne: Z. anorg, Chem,, 136, 322 (1922). 

^ Compt rend,, 176, 481 (1924), 
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alkali to a difference in specific surface rather than in composi¬ 
tion or chemical structure. Five years ago, before x-ray analysis 
established the crystalline character of aged aluminum oxides, 
P^ricke^ observed a marked difference in the physical character 
and solubility of trihydrates obtained from aluminate under 
varying conditions. 

The adsorption capacity of a gelatinous oxide aged for a short 
time is much greater than that of crystalline trihydrate from 
aluminate; and the heating curves of the two are quite distinct.® 
On heating the crystalline trihydrate, there appears a diminution 
corresponding to an endothermal change below 360°; while 
gelatinous alumina gives a curve with a decided hump at 850°, 
corresponding to an exothermal change. Mellor and Holdcroft* 
suggest the term calorescence for the exothermic phenomenon. 
This calorescence or glow phenomenon, like that observed by 
calcining hydrous chromic oxide, is a manifestation of the 
energy lost by a sudden diminution of surface at some tempera¬ 
ture. The relatively large trihydrate crystals which precipitate 
from alkali aluminate do not caloresce when heated, since they 
possess a much smaller surface for a given mass than the aged 
gelatinous oxide. The diminution in surface of the heated 
oxide is accompanied by a decrease in hygroscopicity, specific 
gravity, reactivity, and adsorbability. X-radiograms^ show that 
the ignited oxide is not a different allotropic modification. 

Anhydrous Alumina. Corundum Gems. —While there is 
little evidence of the existence of a and ^ hydrous oxides of 
aluminum, the anhydrous oxide has been prepared in two dis¬ 
tinct forms a aluminum oxide, the usual trigonal, crystalline 
form represented by conindum; and aluminum oxide formed 
in hexagonal crystals or appearing in groups of overlapping 
triangular plates when a aluminum oxide is melted and allowed 
to cool slowly. The presence of a small amount of MgO 
(0.5 per cent) materially assists the formation of aluminum 
oxide while small amounts of either calcium oxide or silicon diox- 

^ Z, Elektrochem.y 26, 143 (1920). 

2Le Chateliek: Comyt. rend.y 104, 1617 (1887). 

3 Trans. Ceram. Soc.y 10, 169 (1912); 18, 83 (1914). 

* Hedvall: Z. anorg. Chem.y 120, 327 (1922). 

^ Rankin and Mekwin: J. Am. Chern. Soc.^ 38, 568 (1916). 
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ide favor the formation of the a variety. Since the /3 form does 
not revert to the a form even when held at temperatures above or 
below the melting point, it is suggested that 13 aluminum oxide 
may be monotropic with respect to the a form; but this con¬ 
clusion does not follow. 

The existence of these two modifications of alumina is of inter¬ 
est in connection with the color of corundum gems. The color 
of pure AI2O3 is white or water clear. Natural corundum occurs 
as blue, green, violet, yellow, and white sapphires and as ruby 
which varies in color from pale rose to carmine red or bluish red. 
The yellow, purple, and green sapphires are sometimes called 
oriental topaz, amethyst, and emerald, respectively. The 
pleochroism is marked in some gems. Thus the ruby may be 
deep red in the direction of the vertical axis and lighter color or 
colorless at right angles to this direction. Similarly, the sapphire 
may be deep blue in the direction of the vertical axis and greenish 
blue to bluish white when viewed at right angles. The various 
tints are due to the presence of colored oxides. By fusing alu¬ 
minum and chromium oxides Fremyand Verneuil^ synthesized ruby 
and also obtained crystals which, in parts, had the color of blue 
sapphire.- The difference in color was attributed to a difference 
in the state of oxidation of the chromic oxide. If such is the case, 
it would appear that the ruby may owe its color to CrOs and the 
sapphire to Cr 203 . In line with this, a red color can be obtained 
only in an oxidizing atmosphere; moreover, by heating a ruby 
in a reducing atmosphere it may become green or even color¬ 
less,® owing to the low tinctorial power of the green oxide. There 
are, however, two difficulties with this hypothesis. In the first 
place, CrOa is instable at the temperature of molten alumina, 
and so we must make the unproved assumption that the oxide 
is stabilized by alumina; and in the second place, we do not know 
whether CrOa when highly dispersed will give a red color to 
alumina. An alternative hypothesis is that the different colors 
of gems with chromic oxide as pigment are due to variation in 
the size of the particles of Cr203. While this would account for 

1 Compt. rend., Ill, 667 (1890). 

® Cf, DfiviUiE and Gabon: Compt. rend., 66, 765 (1858). 

® Boeltbb: “Edelsteinkinde,*' Leipsig, 88 (1893); Kennoott: 

Jahrh. Mineral Qed., 313 (1867); Rinne: Ibid., I, 170 (1900); II, 47 (1906). 
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variations in color from light blue to dark green, ^ it seems unlikely 
that this explanation can be extended to include the red color. 
The Norton Company found that artificial gems made with 
a AbO.i and chromic oxide are red, while those made with 
oxide are green. Bancroft suggests, therefore, that the different 
colors are due to different allotropic modifications of Cr 20 a. 
Since a alumina is only partly converted into ^ alumina by melt¬ 
ing and slowly cooling the oxide, Bancroft's explanation might 
account for red and blue patches in the same crystals, botli natural 
and artificial. 

Morozenwicz- claimed to get rose, yellow, greenish-yellow, 
red, and pale-blue corundum with iron oxide and so suggested 
that the coloring agent in certain gems is due to iron instead of 
chromium oxides. Verneuirs’* most recent work on tlic^ synthesis 
of sapphires leads him to attribute the coloration of natural 
sapphires to iron and titanium oxides. However this may be, 
there is no denying that artificial sapphires may owe their color 
to chromium oxide. 


ALUMINUM OXIDE SOLS 

Since it is possible to prepare an indefinite number of hydrous 
aluminas differing in the size and structure of the particles and 
the amount of water they contain, it is possible to obtain col¬ 
loidal solutions' of alumina having widely varying properties 
depending on the method of formation. Two general methods 
of preparation are employed: hydrolysis of aluminum salts, and 
peptization of the hydrous oxide by acids and salts. 

Hydrolysis of Aluminum Saits. —Gay Lussac'* boiled a con¬ 
centrated solution of aluminum acetate and obtained a precipi¬ 
tate of hydrous alumina which redissolved when the temperature 
was lowered. Crum^ heated a more dilute and more basic solu¬ 
tion than Gay Lussac, first in a closed vessel and subsequently 
in an open one, to drive off the excess acetic acid. In this way a 

1 Weiseh.* J. Phys. Chem,, 26, 417 (1922). 

2 Tschemialc s mincmlog. jyetrog. MitLy (2) 18, 456 (1899). 

^ Com>pi. mw?,, 160, 185 (1910). 

Ann. chim, phys., (1) 74, 193 (1810). 

Idebif^s Ann. Chem., 89^ 168 (1864), 
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stable but opalescent colloidal solution was formed, containing 
alumina and acetic acid in the ratio of 5.5:1. The conditions 
of formation, namely prolonged digestion at high temperature 
with subsequent boiling in a medium having a slight solvent 
action, were conducive to the formation of relatively large dense 
non-reactive primary particles. Accordingly, the oxide thrown 
down from the sol by electrolytes was an aged coagulurn made up 
of crystalline particles that were not very soluble in acids or 
alkalies and had no mordanting action. 

Graham^ prepared a sol having properties similar to Crum’s 
by heating an acetate solution for several days and then dialyzing 
in the cold. Tlie time required for making Crum’s sol may be 
materially shortened by peptizing freshly precipitated hydrous 
alumina with the smallest possible amount of acetic acid, diluting, 
and boiling to remove the excess acid.’ Minachi and Okazaka^ 
diluted a saturated solution of aluminum acetate in dilute acetic 
acid, added hydrogen dioxide, and dialyzed at 50 to 80*^. 
Attempts to prepare colloidal alumina by dialysis of the chloride 
and nitrate** in the cold have not proved successful, owing to 
the relatively low degree of hydrolysis of even * i ooo solutions.^ 
Since the temperature coefficient of the hydrolysis is quite high,*^ 
Ncidle’^ was able to get a 9.5 per cent conversion of a 0.05 M 
solution of Aids by dialyzing for 37 hours at 75 to 80°. 

Peptization of Hydrous Alumina. —Graham^ peptized freshly 
prepared and thoroughly washed hydrous alumina in a solution, 
of aluminum chloride and then dialyzed out the excess of the 
peptizing agent in the cold. By this method a positively charged 
sol results that is very sensitive to the action of electrolytes. 
The precipitate formed on coagulation is highly gelatinous, is 
readily soluble in acids and alkalies, and is a mordant. The sol, 
therefore, bears the same relation to Crum’s colloidal alumina 

^ Phil. Mag., (4) 23 , 290 (1862); see also Schlumberger: Bull. soc. 
chim., (3) 13 , 62 (1895). 

2 Weiser: J. Phys. Chem., 24 , 525 (1920). 

* Japanese Patent 41726 (1922). 

^ Biltz: Ber., 36 , 4432 (1902). 

** Ley: Z. physik. Chem., 30 , 219 (1899). 

® Bjerrum: Z. physik. Chem., 69 , 343 (1907). 

’ J. Am. Chem. Soc., 39 , 71 (1917). 

Lielng^s Ann. Chem., 121 , 41 (1862). 
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that Graham’s colloidal ferric oxide bears to the P6an de St. 
Gilles sol. Analogous to ferric oxide sols, the difference in prop¬ 
erties of the two colloidal aluminas is closely associated with the 
size and physical character of the hydrous particles. Peptization 
of highly gelatinous alumina in the cold favors the formation of 
small highly hydrous primary particles that are more reactive 
and have a higher adsorption capacity than the more granular 
and denser particles formed during prolonged boiling in a medium 
possessing a slight solvent action. 

The peptization of an alumina gel by AICI3 does not take place 
very readily; but Hantzsch and Desch^ got around this difficulty 
by adding ammonia to an aluminum chloride solution until the 
precipitate first formed failed to dissolve, and then dialyzing the 
sol. By evaporating the transparent purified sol on the water 
bath, a glassy mass was obtained which was readily repeptized 
by water; but the new colloid w^as quite opalescent owing to the 
formation of larger crystalline^ particles during the process of 
evaporation. The sol prepared by hot dialysis was also slightly 
opalescent, possessing properties intermediate between Graham^s 
and Crumbs sols. 

Highly purified sols cannot be prepared by adding ammonia to 
aluminum sulfate and dialyzing, because of the precipitating 
action of sulfate ion. However, one may add Na 2 C 03 and 
Al 2 (S 04)3 in the approximate ratio of 3:5 without any precipi¬ 
tation taking place; when the ratio is 7.5:5, half the alumina is 
thrown down; and when it is 12:5, all the alumina precipitates.-^ 

Schneider^ first peptized gelatinous alumina with a dilute 
solution of HCl. The excess acid was removed by evaporating 
to dryness and repeptizing with water. The sol gave no test for 
chloride ion with AgNOa in the cold, but AgCl precipitated out 
on heating; with silver oxide, both AgCl and the sol were thrown 
down. The failure to get a test for chloride ion in the cold was 
doubtless due to inhibition of the growth of AgCl particles by 
the protecting power of hydrous alumina. Heating caused the 
AgCl to show up, owing to partial agglomeration of the particles. 

1 Liehig^s Ann, Chem,y 328, 30 (1902). 

2 B5hm and Niclassen: Z. anorg, Chem., 132, 1 (1924). 

» Mills and Barb: J. Chem. Soc,^ 41, 341 (1882). 

* Liebig^$ Ann, Chem., 267, 359 (1890). 
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The addition of silver oxide introduced the strongly adsorbed 
hydroxyl ion which neutralized the charge on the particles 
precipitating the colloidal oxide together with AgCL Miiller^ 
boiled freshly prepared hydrous alumina with N/20 HCl and 
found the amount of acid required for complete peptization to 
be one-seventy-second of that necessary to form AlCb; Pauli^ 
used one-ninth of the theoretical amount; and Kohlschiitter^ 
showed that the quantity of acid required was determined by 
the history of the sample. The dissolution of hydrous alumina 
in concentrated HCl is always preceded by sol formation; but 
H2SO4 does not form a sol. 

Hydrous alumina is peptized by ferric chloride or nitrate but 
not by ferric sulfate. The peptizing action of the chloride and 
n^rate is due to strong adsorption of ferric ions and of hydrogen 
ions resulting from hydrolysis of the salts. Such sols contain 
both hydrous alumina and hydrous ferric oxide. With ferric 
sulfate, the peptizing action of the cations is neutralized by strong 
adsorption of sulfate ion and no sol is formed. The order of 
peptizing power of different acids and salts on an aged gel thrown 
down from a boiling solution is: HNO3 > HCl > FeCh > 
AlCh > HCsHaOs.^ 

If we assume, as Lottermoser does, that a peptizer must contain 
one of the ions of the disperse phase, then the first step in the 
peptization of alumina by an acid or salt would be interaction 
with the formation of some aluminum ion. This would seem to 
be an unnecessary step in view of the stronger peptizing action 
of hydrogen ion than of aluminum ion. On account of the 
relatively small ionization of acetic acid, its peptizing power is 
less than that of HCl or HNO3. Bentley and Rose^ have 
reported many anomalies in the behavior of the sol formed by 
peptizing alumina with acetic acid; but for the most part, these 
are the result either of experimental error or of misinterpretation 
of data.® 

^ Z. anorg, Chem,, 67, 311 (1908); cf, Schlumbbrger: Btill. soc. chim., (3) 
13, 60 (1895), 

2 Kolloid-Z., 29, 281 (1921). 

8Z. Elektrochem., 29, 253 (1923). 

* Wbiser: J. Phys. Chem., 24, 621 (1920). 

^ Am. Chem. Soc., 36, 1490 (1913); Rose: KollouLZ., 16, 1 (1914). 

« Weiser: J. Phya. Chem., 24, 522, 527 (1920). 
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On account of the marked tendency of aluminum salts to 
hydrolyze, one is not surprised to encounter a very large number 
of basic aluminum chlorides, sulfates, and acetates. While 
there may be some definite salts of this type, it is certain that by 
far the most of them are mixtures of indefinite composition.^ 
Pauli and his collaborators- champion the view that the various 
alumina sols are highly complex basic salts of variable composi¬ 
tion. While one cannot deny the possible existence in a sol of 
such compounds as Pauli describes, there seems no reason for 
postulating their existence until someone shows that such definite 
compounds are formed and defines their limits of stability. 

Action of Alkalies and Ammonia.—As has been noted in the 
preceding chapter, hydrous chromium oxide is peptized by dilute 
alkalies forming a negative sol owing to preferential adsorption 
of hydroxyl ion, and little or no chromite results within a reason¬ 
able time. Certain investigators arc of the opinion that hydrous 
aluminum oxide is peptized in the same way and question the 
existence of definite aluminates in the alkaline solution. In 
support of this view, Mahin*^ observed the precipitation of a 
greater amount of hydrous alumina on adding NH 4 NO 8 to an 
alkaline solution of the hydrous oxide than is represented by the 
assumption that an aluininate is involved in the process, thus: 
NaAlOs + NH4NO3 ->NH4A102 + NaNOs; NH4A1()2 + 2 H 2 O 
NH4OH + A1(0H)3. It was assumed, therefore, that NH4NO3 
merely coagulates a negative alumina sol. Moreover, in elec¬ 
trolysis the ratio between the oxygen evolved and the alumina 
precipitated should be always 1:2 if the solution were pure 
aluminate; but a slightly greater amount of alumina was obtained 
in some cases. As Blum^ points out, Mahin^s, observations are 
not conclusive because of the inability to control the spontaneous 
decomposition which is going on continuously in alkali solutions 
of alumina. Chatterji and Dhar^ observed no appreciable change 

^Ordway: Am. J. Sci., (2) 26, 196 (1858); Tommasi: Bull. soc. chim., 
(2) 37, 443 (1882); Schlumberoer: Ibid., (3) 13, 60 (1895); Liechti and 
Suida: Dinglers polytech. J., 261, 177 (1883). 

2 Adolf, Pauli, and Jandrasciutsch: Kolloid-Z., 29, 281 (1921); 
Pauli: Ibid., 28, 49 (1921). 

3 /. Am. Chem. Soc., 36, 30 (1913). 

< J. Am. Chem. Soc., 36, 1499 (1913); 36, 2383 (1914). 

5 Chem. News, 121, 253 (1920). 
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in the conductivity of solutions of alkali to which alumina was 
add(Hl; and so (concluded that a sol was formed. Their observa¬ 
tions merely indi(*.ate the failure of their experimental method to 
detect any change in conductivity in the highly alkaline solu- 



Fig. 10.—Variation in pH on titration of aluminium chloride solutions with 

alkali. 

tion, rather than the absence of a change. The bulk of the 
evidence seems to indicate that alumina is acted on chemically 
by alkali hydroxides.' Thus Hildebrand and Blum followed the 
change in hydrogen ion concentration on adding NaOH or KOH 

'Prescott: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 2, 27 (1880); Leyte: Chem. News, 61, 
109 (1885); Noyes and Whitney: Z. physik. Chem., 16, 695 (1894); Hebz: 
Z. anorg. Chem., 26, 155 (1900); Hantzsch: IMd., 80, 289 (1902); Ruben- 
batteb: im., 80, 331 (1902); Slabe: Ibid., 77, 457 (1912); Hildebrand: 
J. Am. Chem. Soc., 86, 864 (1913); Blum: Ibid., 86, 1499 (1913); 86, 2383 
(1914); Slade and Polack: Tram. Faraday Soc.,, 10, 150 (1914). 
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to a solution of aluminum salt until all the hydrous alumina is 
precipitated and subsequently dissolved. The results arc repre¬ 
sented in Fig. 10, together with the neutralization curve for 
NaOH and HCl which is included for reference. With AICI 3 and 
NaOH, X represents the beginning of precipitation, Y the com¬ 
pletion of precipitation, and Z the completion of solution. From 
X to F, 2 AICI 3 + 6NaOH + a;H20 = GNaCl + AI 2 O 3 ■ xHsO, and 
from Y to Z, AI 2 O 3 • XH 2 O + 2NaOH = 2 NaA 102 + (x + 1) 
H 2 O. Since yz is almost exactly Hxy, the formation of NaA102 
is rendered quite certain. 

The potassium salt KAIO 2 * I. 5 H 2 O has been isolated^ in a 
crystalline form. The existence of alkali metaaluminates only 
has been established,- although other alurninates are believed 
to form under certain conditions.*^ 

Even though alkalies act on hydrous alumina giving aluminate, 
the solutions always contain more or less colloidal alumina. 
Indeed, Kohlschiitter found that sol formation always precedes 
the dissolution of alumina from aluminate, and the same is 
probably true of aged hydrous alumina; but it is apparently 
not the case with gelatinous oxides. In any event, the aluminate 
undergoes progressive hydrolysis with the formation first of 
colloidal alumina, as PascaF observed; and finally, of the crystal¬ 
line trihydrate which precipitates. According to Johnston,^ this 
progressive hydrolysis with precipitation of alumina probably 
accounts for the strong alkalinity of solutions of alkali alurninates. 

In analytical chemistry it is well known that the precipitation 
of aluminum as hydrous oxide is not quantitative in the presence 
of an excess of ammonia® on account of the solvent action of the 

' Allen and Rogers; Am. Chem. J., 24, 304 (1900). 

2 Wood: J. Chem. Soc., 93, 417 (1908); Carrara and Vespignani: Gazz. 
chim. iial.j 30 II, 35 (1900); Heyrovbky: Chem. Newa^ 125, 198 (1922). 

3 Grobet: J. chim. phys.f 19, 331 (1922); Herz: Z. anorg. Chem.y 25, 
155 (1900); Z. Elektrochem., 17, 403 (1911); Goudriaan: Rec. trav. chim.^ 
41, 82 (1922). 

* Compt. remi.y 178, 481 (1924). 

® Private communication to Blum: J. Am. Chem. Soc.j 36, 1503 (1913). 

«Fresbnius: “Quant. Chem. Analysis,'' 2, 807 (1916); Wedbnhorst: 
**Beitrage zur Quant. Bestimmung und Trennung des Aluminiums," 
Gottingen (1921); Blum: Z. analyt. Chem.j 27, 19 (1888); von Weimarn; 
KdlM-Z.f 4, 38 (1909); Jander and Weber: Z, anorg. Chetn.^ 131, 266 
(1923). 
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solution. Blum observed a small but appreciable solvent action 
when tlic solution is just alkaline to plKuiolphthalein at a hydro¬ 
gen ion concentration of 10 ®. Whether this is due wholly or in 
part to peptization of the oxide is open to some question. When 
potassium aluminate is precipitated with the calculated amount 
of ammonium chloride and an excess of ammonia added rapidly, 
all the alumina redissolves. Renz^ mixed the calculated amount 
of ammonium sulfate with barium aluminate to which an excess 
of ammonia was added, and after filtering off the barium sulfate, 
obtained a clear solution containing 2.0 grams AI 2 O 3 per liter. 
On evaporating to dryness, there was found a white gummy mass 
of hydrous oxide insoluble in ammonia. The solvent action of 
ammonia is most pronounced at the moment of formation, and 
from analogy with the alkali aluminates it is probable that 
aluminate is formed.- Blum was unable to detect the presence 
of this salt by determing the change in hydrogen ion concentra¬ 
tion during the precipitation of hydrous alumina, because of the 
low alkalinity of the aqueous solution. If the salt exists, the 
maximum quantity that can be held in solution will be deter¬ 
mined by the alkalinity of the resulting solution and its ability 
to repress the hydrolysis of the salt. According to Archibald 
and Habasian, the solubility of alumina in ammonia rises to a 
maximum of approximately 0.45 gram per liter at a concentra¬ 
tion of about 0.5 N, and then decreases owing to a change in 
the physical character of the hydrous oxide. The solubility of 
Renz's preparation in excess ammonia was more than four times 
this maximum. Ammonium nitrate decreases the solubility in 
ammonia while potassium nitrate apparently increases it. 

Lottermoser and Friedrich^ prepared a very readily peptized 
hydrous oxide by adding AlCb in small increments to a solution 
of AT/ 10 NH4OH cooled to 0 ° and stirred by air saturated with 
ammonia. After thorough purification by dialysis, the oxide 
was peptized by AlCb slowly in the cold and rapidly at 60 to 
70®. Traces of ammonia peptized the gel forming a negative 
sol that was not very stable on heating. In the light of this 
work, Renzos experiments should be repeated to determine the 

^ Ber,, S6, 2761 (1903). 

®C/. Abchibald and Habasian: Trans, Roy. Soc. Canada, 10, 69 (1916). 

« Ber., 67, 808 (1924). 
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nature of his solutions. Jander and Weber^ found no eviden(*e of 
sol formation on shaking precipitated alumina with ammonia 
solutions. For a given concentration of ammonia, the solubility 
was the same in the presence of monovalent and univalent anions; 
organic solvents have no precipitating effect and the solution 
passes readily through an ultrafilter. 

Alumina is not precipitated from an alum solution by ammonia 
in the presence of a tartrate owing to the formation of a complex 
aluminum tartrate.'^ A sol results by precipitation in the pres¬ 
ence of glucose. In some preliminary experiments on grinding 
alumina in a colloid mill with glucose, litzino^ claimed to get a 
sol, the maximum stability of which does not occur with the 
finest state of subdivision. These observations should be 
repeated. 

Coagulation of Sol.—The precipitating power of electrolytes 
for colloidal aluminum oxide sols has been studied repc^atedly,*’ 
While the absolute precipitation values of electrolytes vary with 
the concentration and purity of the sol and with the exj)erimental 
method, the order is always approximately the same. On 
account of the transparency of the gelatinous oxide, some diffi¬ 
culty is experienced in determining the critical precipitation 
concentration of electrolytes. Kawamura took advantage of 
the change in viscosity which the sol undergoes on coagulation, 
and this method was adopted by Ishazaka and Gann. The latter 
in collaboration with Freundlich, followed the slow coagulation of 
colloidal alumina by the addition of electrolytes containing uni¬ 
valent precipitating ions. The process which was found to be 
autocatalytically accelerated, takes place in accordance with 
dx 

the equation = A;(l + hix) (1 x) where x is the increase in 
viscosity after time t expressed as a fraction of the total increase; 

IZ. anorg, Chem., 131, 266 (1923). 

2 Yanek: Ann. ecole mines Oural^ 1, 45 (1919); Chem. Abstracts^ 16, 1239 
(1921). 

3 Hakomobi: J. Chem. Soc. Japan, 43, 629 (1922). 

* KoUoid-Z., 82, 149 (1923). 

* Kawamura: J. Coll. Sci., Imp. Univ. Tokyo, 28, Art. 8 (1908); Ishazaka: 
Z. phynk. Chem., 83, 97 (1913); Gann: Kolloidchem. Beihefie, 8, 125 (1916); 
Weisbr and Middleton: J. Phys. Chem., 24, 639 (1920); Iwanitzkaja: 
Kolloidchem. Beihefie, 18, 24 (1923). 
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and k and hi arc constants. For concentrated sols the coagula- 

dx 

tion process is more nearly represented by the equation = 

A’i(l — xy. The coefficient ki increases rapidly with the con¬ 
centration of the electrolyte during slow coagulation, while for 
very rapid coagulation the velocity is independent of the nature 
of the electrolyte. In rapid coagulation, Smoluchowski^ assumes 
that all the collisions of particles are inelastic because of the great 
attractive forces existing between particles; and in slow coagula¬ 
tion, only a portion of the collisions result in immediate union, 
because the mutual attraction is not always great enough to 
overcome the repulsive effect of more highly charged particles. 
Freundlich turns this around and assumes a constant force of 
attraction for a given concentration of electrolyte below that 
necessary for rapid coagulation; but because of repulsion between 
charged particles, only those collisions are inelastic in which the 
particles collide with sufficient force. Obviously, the greater 
the charge on the particles, the greater must be the velocity of 
collision in order to overcome the repulsive effect and so to 
bring about coalescence and agglomeration. The rapid increase 
in the velocity of slow coagulation is due to the proportionately 
larger number of inelastic collisions that result when the charge on 
the particles is reduced by adsorption of precipitating ions. 

Aluminum Oxide Jellies.—A sol formed by peptizing sufficient 
hydrous alumina to form a viscous liquid sets to a jelly on stand¬ 
ing.^ If this jelly is broken up by shaking, a gelatinous precipi¬ 
tate settles out which is not repeptized by the acid and so cannot 
be reconverted into a jelly. Schalek and Szpgvary^ prepared a 
so by Crumbs method which set to a jelly on the addition of a 
sulitable amount of electrolyte just below the precipitation value. 
This jelly was broken up on shaking, but instead of giving a 
gelatinous precipitate, a sol was re-fonned that would again set 
to a jelly on standing. The reversible sol-gel transformation 
has been observed only with relatively concentrated sols of the 
hydrous oxide. A jelly may be formed by coagulating a dilute 
sol prepared by peptizing hydrous alumina with acetic acid; 

1^. physiL Chem., 92, 129 (1017); Kolloid-Z,y n, 98 (1917). 

* ScHLUMBERGEu: Bidl soc. ckim.y (3) 13, 56 (1895). 

^ Kolhid-Z., 83, 326 (1923). 
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but shaking converts the jelly into a gelatinous precipitate that 
is not repeptized. 

ADSORPTION BY HYDROUS ALUMINUM OXIDE 

If an electrolyte is added to a sol stabilized by preferential 
adsorption of cations, precipitation will take place when the 
anions of the electrolyte are adsorbed sufficiently to reduce the 
charge on the particles below a critical value. Whitney and 
Ober^ first showed that the amount of various ions carried 
down during the precipitation of arsenious sulfide sol are not far 
from equivalent. This conclusion was upheld by Freundlich*-^ 
as a result of similar observations on adsorption during the 
precipitation of other sols. The results with alumina given in 
Table XIV are frequently offered as proof of equivalent adsorption 


Tablk XIV 


Ions 

1 

Precif)itatioii 
yalue, inillimols 
per liter 

Adsorption at the precipitation 
yalues 

In millirnols 

In rnilli- 
equivalents 

Salicylate. 

8.0 

0.30 

0.30 

Picrate. 

4 0 

0.18 

0.18 

Oxalate. 

0*36 

0.18 

0.36 

Ferricyanide. 

0.10 

0.09 

0.27 

Ferrocyanide. 

0 08 

0.073 

0.29 


during the precipitation of sols with precipitating ions of varying 
valence although the variation from equivalence is quite appreci¬ 
able. The investigations of Freundlich on aluminum oxide sol 
have been extended by Middleton^ with the results given in 
Table XV. The adsorption for different ions is not even approxi¬ 
mately equivalent, and the variation cannot be attributed 
to experimental errors, as Freundlich assumes. While the latter 
is doubtless right in concluding that neutralization of the charge 
is accomplished by adsorption of equivalent amounts, the 

* J, Am, Chem, Soc,, 23, 1842 (1901). 

2 ^^Kapmarcheinie/’ 579 et aeq, (1922). 

^ Weisbr and Middleton: J, Phya, Chem,^ 24, 630 (1920), 
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'I'AliLK XV^ 


Anion 

Adsorption, 
milliequivalonts per 
liter 

Precipitation value 
of salt, milliecpiiva- 
lents per liter 

Ferrocvanidc*. 

1 280 

0.375 

FtTrif'V{ini(l(‘,. 

1 .214 

0.400 

Sulfate. 

0.907 

0.538 

Oxalate. 

1.142 

0 700 

Chromate. 

0 870 

1.300 

Di thionate. 

0 057 

1 .025 

Diehrornate. 

0 2(59 

1.775 


actual amount carried down is determined (a) by adsorption of 
the electrically charged particles during neutralization and (6) 
by adsorption of salt by electrically neutral particles during the 
agglomeration process. The amounts of (a) will be approxi- 
maUily equivalent, but the amounts of {h) will vary with the 
nature and concentration of the electrolyte. Owing to salt 
adsorption by neutralized particles, Freundlich's conclusion 
that equivalent amounts are adsorbed at the precipitation con¬ 
centration cannot be generally true, since this would mean either 
that the neutralized particles do not act as an adsorbent or 
adsorb all ions to the same extent. Moreover, the variability of 
the precipitation concentration will necessarily result in varia¬ 
tion in the degree of saturation of the adsorbent by the adsorbed 
phase. One should expect the adsorption value to approach 
equivalence more nearly, the less the adsorption capacity of the 
precipitated particles. This probably accounts for the values 
being more nearly equivalent with an arsenious sufide sol than 
with a hydrous oxide sol having many times the adsorption 
capacity. 

If the variation from equivalence arises from adsorption after 
neutralization, the adsorption values might appear a 'priori to 
give directly the order of adsorption of the ions. This is not 
necessarily true, however, because there are variable factors 
other than the adsorbability of the precipitating ions that deter¬ 
mine the amount of adsorption after neutralization; for example, 
the nature and degree of ionization and the degree of hydrolysis 
of the salt; the hydrogen ion concentration; the effect of different 
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salts on the physical character of th(^ precipitate; etc. From fFo 
observations recorded in Table XV, the order of adsorbability 
expressed in c(]uivalents would appear to be as follows: ferro- 
cyanide > ferricyanide > oxalate > sulfate > chromate > 
clithionate > dichromate. Considering the precipitation value 
of the several potassium salts, we find the order of precipitating 
power beginning at the greatest to be: ferrocyanide > ferri¬ 
cyanide > sulfate > oxalate > chromate > dithionate > 
dichromate. The order of adsorption determined directly is 
the same as the order deduced from precipitation data with the 
exception of oxalate and sulfate, which are reversed. The cause 
of this exception is not known; but in this connection, attention 
may be called to some unpublished work of Everett E. Porter 
which disclosed that the order of precipitating power of oxalate 
and sulfate for chromic oxide sol is determined by the hydrogen 
ion concentration of the precipitating solution. 

If the adsorption value is expressed in e(|uivalents, as seems 
logical, since neutralization is determined by the number of 
adsorbed charges, the results given in Table XV are in accord 
with the usual interpretation of Schulze’s law that the ion of 
highest valence is most readily adsorbed. At the same time, the 
qualitative nature of the rule is indicated by the different adsorp¬ 
tion value for ions of the same valence. Schilow^ found a wide 
variation in the adsorption of cations of the same valence by 
ignited alumina; but the ions of highest valence were most 
strongly adsorbed. 

It is unfortunate that a comparison of the relationship between 
the precipitation values of electrolytes and the adsorption of 
precipitating ions cannot be made directly with salts containing 
univalent precipitating ions since the precipitation values and 
adsorption values for multivalent ions are likely to be so close 
together that it is hazardous to draw conclusions, particularly 
when the differences may be of the same order of magnitude as 
the errors inherent in the experimental method. The direct 
determination of adsorption of univalent ions that precipitate 
only in high concentration, is impracticable since the change in 
concentration resulting from adsorption is too low to measure 
accurately. It is possible, however, to determine the relative 

^Z. physik. Chem.y 100, 425 (1922), 
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absorbability of univalent precipitating ions during the precipi¬ 
tation of sols by an indirect method consisting essentially in 
determining the extent to which the presence of different uni¬ 
valent ions cuts down the adsorption of an easily estimated 
multivalent ion.^ This is illustrated by the results recorded in 
Table XVI. The extent to which the adsorption of barium ion 


Table XVI 


Cubic ccnfinjctf'rs i*lcctrolytc added to 

Barium adsorbed 

Precipitation 

100 cubic ceiilirrK'ters sol, total volume 
200 eul>ic centimeters. 

Crams i 

Milliefjuivalents 
per gram 

value, milliequiva- 
lonts per liter 

30 V/r>0 liaCl? . 

0.0100 

0.058 

BaCJa 

2.74 

30 vV'50 HaCh. f 30 V/2 LiCl . 

0.(K)37 

0.019 

LiCl 

88.7 

30 iV/50 HaCh 1- 30 N/2 Nu(3 . . . 

0.002.3 

0.014 

NaCl 

73.5 

30 N/50 RaCb f 30 N/2 KCl. 

0.0018 

0.009 

KCl 

63.7 

30 V/50 BaCU + 30 V/2 il(3 . .. . 

0.0013 

0.007 

llCl 

52.5 


by arsenious sulfide is cut down by the presence of the same 
amount of different alkali chlorides is in the order Li < Na < 
K < H, Since, under otherwise constant conditions, one should 
expect the adsorption of a given cation to be cut down by the 
presence of a second, in proportion to the adsorbability of the 
latter, it follows that the order of adsorbability of univalent 
ions is H > K > Na > Li. This is exactly the same as the 
order deduced from the precipitation values of the salts, assum¬ 
ing that the salt containing the most readily adsorbed cation 
precipitates in lowest concentration. 

Weak adsorption of the precipitating ions of electrolytes 
requiring a high concentration to effect neutralization, is indi¬ 
cated by the ease of reversibility of precipitation. Thus hydrous 
alumina precipitated from a sol with a relatively high concentra¬ 
tion of KCl, NaCl, or NaC 2 H 302 is readily carried back into 
colloidal solution by washing, whereas the precipitation is more 
nearly irreversible if K2SO4 is the precipitating electrolyte. 
Similarly, a precipitated alumina thrown down from an alum 
solution with alkali can be washed until most of the sulfate 
is removed before peptization begins, ^ whereas the precipitate 
from chloride solution is very easily dispersed by washing. The 

* Weiber: J, Phys. Chem., 29, 963 (1925). 

» Bradpield: 4m, Sac., 44, 969 (1922). 
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difference in degree of reversibility of precipitation is determined 
by the relatively weak adsorption of univalent chloride as com¬ 
pared with bivalent sulfate. Rakuzin^ reports that hydrous 
alumina adsorbs gum arabic reversibly; but the adsorption 
from sodium and potassium silicate is partly reversible. 

The adsorption of chromate by hydrous alumina is sufficiently 
strong to impart a yellow color to the precipitate formed in the 
presence of alkali chromate or precipitated and subsequently 
shaken with alkali chromate solutions. Charriou^ found little 
alkali metal in the precipitate and so attributed the color to the 
formation of aluminum chromate on the surface of the alumina. 
There is no justification for this conclusion and it is probably 
erroneous. If well-washed alumina is shaken with alkali chro¬ 
mate, the solution becomes alkaline owing to stronger adsorption 
of acid than of base. The yellow color is due to chromic acid 
rather than aluminum chromate. Ishazaka^ found that potas¬ 
sium dichromate was converted to chromate in the presence of 
powdered alumina. The explanation of this phenomenon is as 
follows: The equilibrium in solution between dichromate and 
chromate ion may be represented by the equation 0207 " + 
H 2 O 2H* + 2 Cr 04 ". Alumina shows such a strong preferen¬ 
tial adsorption for hydrogen ion that the presence of the oxide in 
a finely divided condition shifts the equilibrium to the right with 
the formation of chromate ion at the expense of dichromate. 
Colloidal alumina stabilized by preferential adsorption of 
hydrogen ion has a comparatively slight effect on the equilibrium. 

Adsorbed chromate is displaced but slightly by washing with 
5 per cent solutions of the more weakly adsorbed chloride, 
bromide, iodide, nitrate, or acetate; while chromate is displaced 
by ions the adsorption of which is of the same order of magnitude, 
such as carbonate, sulfate, sulfide, oxalate, tartrate, phosphate, or 
arsenate. Similarly, sulfate is not displaced by weakly adsorbed 
univalent ions but is displaced by bivalent ions. Charriou'^ 
generalized that an adsorbed ion is displaced by one of the same 

^ J, Rim. Phys.^Chem. Soc., 63, 367 (1921). 

2 CompL reruL, 176, 679, 1890 (1923). 

'''Z. physik. Chem., 83, 97 (1913). 

* Weibbr and Middleton: J. Phys. Chem.^ 24, 648 (1920). 

Compt. rend., 176, 1890 (1923), 
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kind having the same or a higher valence; but is not displaced 
by one of lower valence. With two ions of the same valence the 
less concentrated is displaced the most. These generalizations 
may be approximately true in certain cases, but they are neces¬ 
sarily not quantitative, since they are based on the erroneous 
impression that ions of like valences are all adsorbed to the 
same extent and that trivalent ions are always more strongly 
adsorbed than bivalent and bivalent ions always more strongly 
adsorbed than univalent. Generalizations based on Schulze's 
law are of value only in so far as the limitations of Schulze’s 
law are fully recognized.^ 

From the practical point of view, in the quantitative estimation 
of alumina one may avoid the contamination by such ions as 
chromate by carrying out the precipitation with NH 4 H(X )3 
instead of NaOH, or one may remove the adsorbed ion by wash¬ 
ing the precipitate with NH4HCO3. 

Miller'-^ investigated the simultaneous adsorption of sulfate 
and oxalate ions during the precipitation of alumina. The 
adsorbabilities of the two ions are not far apart, and it is claimed 
that the sum of the adsorption expressed in mols per mol of 
hydrous alumina may be considered constant, although the 
observed values really show variations of more than 20 per cent 
both above and below the mean value. The distribution ratios 

equilibrium were also calculated, and the 
ion in precipitate ^ 

values for the same ion were considered to be of the same order 
of magnitude, although here the variations from a constant value 
were more than 100 per cent from the mean. As a result of 
these observations, the taking up of anions by the hydrous oxide 
was considered to be a solid-solution phenomenon. This con¬ 
clusion seems hardly justified by the evidence. Of course, one 
cannot expect too much from data obtained on such a complex 
system where such factors as the hydrogen ion concentration 
and the physical character of the precipitate are not subject to 
control. But one cannot be certain of the effect of eliminating 
all variable factors other than the relative amounts of oxalate 
and sulfate. In case the adsorbabilities of the two ions are 

1 Weiskr: J, Phys. Chem., 29, 963 (1925). 

» U, S. Pub, Health Eepis,, 39, 1502 (1924). 
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very similar, one should expect the total adsorption to be approx¬ 
imately equivalent, irrespective of the relative amounts of 
each; but if the adsorbabilities of the ions are widely different, 
there is likely to be an antagonistic action between the two 
which will cause the total adsorption to vary with the relative 
amounts of each in the solution. But even should the adsorp)- 
tion be equivalent and the displacement follow the law of dis¬ 
tribution between solutions, it does not follow that the taking up 
of ions is a true solid-solution phenomenon rather than a surface 
phenomenon. If in certain cases there should be a reciprocal 
displacement of adsorbed ions, there is probably no real objec¬ 
tion to calling the S 3 ^steln a homogeneous single-phase solid 
solution as Miller does, provided one recognizes that this designa¬ 
tion is probably not strictly accurate. 

If a small amount of ferric salt is added to the test tube con¬ 
taining the precipitate thrown down from an alumina sol by the 
required amount of ferrocyanide, no Prussian blue is formed 
until after an appreciable interval of time.’- This is not due to 
the slow rate of reaction between ferrocyanide and ferric ions as 
a result of the colloidal nature of ferric salt solutionsbut is due 
to the very strong adsorption of ferrocyanide ion which removes 
it from the field of action. If another strongly adsorbed precip¬ 
itating ion is added to the sol either before or after precipitation, 
the ferrocyanide is displaced and the time necessary for the 
appearance of Prussian blue is diminished appreciably. In 
the same way, the transformation of Congo blue to Congo red 
by dilute alkali is slowed down in the presence of hydrous alumina 
on account of the strong adsorption of Congo blue by the hydrous 
oxide.® 

The selective adsorption of alumina seems to offer a great 
many possibilities to the biochemist,'* although the observations 
to date are somewhat fragmentary. Rakuzin® reports that 
casein is adsorbed by alumina without splitting the molecule, 

^ Reitst5tter: Kolloid-Z., 21, 197 (1917); Freundlich and Reit- 
stotter: Ibid.y 23, 23 (1918). 

2 Voklander: Kolloid-Z., 22, 103 (1918). 

^ J3ayijss: Proc. Roy, Soc. Londorij 84, 81 (1912). 

* Euleh and Erikson: Z. phy,nol. (Jheni,^ 128, 1 , 9 (1923). 

6 Ber ,, 66, 1385 (1923); Z, Immuniidts., 34, 155 (1922). 
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whereas most proteins arc^ broken up. ^rims egfj; albumin is 
separated into two (‘components diiYerinp; in optical rotatory 
power; chondrin is separated from cliondroitin sulfuric acid 
which remains in solution, while the colloidal chrondrin residue 
is adsorbed reversibly. Koch’s tuberculin and Deny's tuber¬ 
culin can be distinguished by their difference in adsorbability. 
Alumina is also recommended for the purification of pepsin 
and of diphtheria antitoxin; therapeutically, it is suggested for 
use in intestinal infections. 

It cannot be emphasized too strongly that comparative data on 
adsorption by hydrous alumina or any other substance cannot 
be obtained unless particular attention is paid to the physical 
character of the adsorbent.^ To make the most rapid progress 
it would seem to be essential for biochemists to get together on 
some well-defined arbitrary methods of procedure for making a 
series of preparations that could serve as standards. The systems 
with which the biochemists deal are so complicated at best that 
there seems no justification for carrying out adsorption experi¬ 
ments with adsorl)cnts that are not standardized in some way. 

The important rcMc which hydrous aluminum oxide plays in 
the soil and in such important technical processes as water puri¬ 
fication and dyeing will be considered in later chapters. 

Hydrous Gallium Oxide 

Hydrous gallium oxide requires a very slight hydroxyl ion 
concentration for its precipitation and is thrown down in a 
highly gelatinous form not only by both strong and weak alkalies 
but by salts of weak acids,^ such as carbonate, bicarbonate, 
sulfide, sulfite,^ etc. Tartaric acid prevents the precipitation, 
presumably because complex tartrates are formed.Unlike 
hydrous alumina, the gel is fairly soluble in an excess of strong 
ammonia, doubtless owing to the formation of a complex gal¬ 
lium-ammonium ion; like alumina, it is very soluble in alkalies 
apparently forming gallates.^ From the alkali solution, the oxide 

‘ Euler and Nilsson: Z, physiol Chem., 131, 107 (1923); 134, 22 (1924). 

^Lecoq de Boisbaudran: Chem. News, 36, 148, 157, 167 (1877). 

® Dennis and Bridgeman: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 40, 1531 (1918). 

^Lecoq db Boisbaudran: Compt. rend., 93, 293, 329, 815 (1881). 

® Fuicke and Blencke: Z. anorg. Chem., 143, 183 (1925). 



130 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES 


prt^cipitates very slowly out of contact with air, but it is readily 
thrown down by carbon dioxide as a Hocculent mass entirely 
different from the granular crystals of Ahih * 3 H 2 O which precip¬ 
itate from aluminate solution.^ 

Owing to the highly gelatinous nature of the precipitate, one 
should expect sol formation to result from thorough washing of 
the gel. Moreover, it is not unlikely that a small amount of 
gallic chloride or hydrochloric acid would peptize the gel, forming 
a positive sol; or a slight excess of alkali, a negative sol; but there 
is no record of such experiments having been performed. There 
is some evidence that in the presence of excess alkali a part, at 
least, of the hydrous oxide is in the sol form. Thus, if CO 2 is 
conducted into an alkali solution newly formed in the cold, one 
obtains a very voluminous gel, quite different in appearance and 
properties from the flocculent precipitate thrown down from 
an old alkali solution. Moreover, the solubility of the hydrous 
oxide in KOH solution is apprecial)ly less than in Na( )II solution,^ 
as would be expected from the higher precipitating power of K* 
ion than of Na* ion for negative sols. 

Hydrous gallium oxide, like hydrous alumina, ages fairly 
rapidly even at ordinary temperatures, as evidenced by a pro¬ 
gressive loss of adsorbed water and a decrease in the solubility 
in alkalies.^ As already intimated, the ageing progresses more 
rapidly in the presence of alkali. 

No definite hydrate of Ga 203 has been established, and the 
available evidence indicates the non-existence of such com¬ 
pounds. The hydrous oxide precipitated from ammonia contains 
less water than corresponds to the hydrate Ga 203 • 3 H 2 O when 
dried in a vacuum desiccator over H2SO4 or heated on the water 
bath. The water content of an oxide obtained from an old 
alkali solution and dried over H2SO4 is greater than required for 
a trihydrate; but the more gelatinous precipitate from a newly 
fonned alkali solution falls considerably below that for a tri- 
hydrate, even when dried in the air at ordinary temperatures.^ 
Apparently, the hydrous precipitate is Ga 203 with adsorbed water 
in amount depending on the conditions of formation and the 
method of drying. 

1 Fricke: Z. Elektrochem.j 30, 393 (1924). 
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Hydrous Indium Oxide 

Hydrous indium oxide in a highly gelatinous form is precipi¬ 
tated by adding alkali, ammonia, hydroxylamine,^ or dimethyl- 
amine ^ to a solution of an indium salt. The oxide loses water 
continuously on heating, and there is no indication of the existence 
of a hydrate.^ The last traces of the adsorbed water are not 
removed until a temperature of 650® is reached; but the oxide 
undergoes no appreciable decomposition below 850®.'^ Like 
hydrous gallia and alumina, the precipitate ages slowly at ordi¬ 
nary temperature but rapidly at the boiling point, particularly 
in the presence of alkali. The newly formed oxide dissolves in 
the cold in excess alkali but soon precipitates out in a much less 
reactive form.^» This precipitation is almost quantitative in 
the hot.*^ Unfortunately we do not know whether in the cold 
the oxide is dissolved by excess alkali forming an indate or 
whether it is peptized forming a negative sol, although the latter 
seems more likely. Nor do we know whether the precipitate 
which comes down on standing is an aged hydrous oxide as in 
the case of chromic oxide or a definite hydrate as in the case of 
alumina. These problems should be investigated. 

As ordinarily prepared, hydrous indium oxide is but slightly 
soluble in ammonia. Renz^ claimed at one time to have obtained 
an ammonia-soluble form of the gel; but later he was not sure 
about it. It is, of course, altogether possible that the hydrous 
oxide may be thrown down under special conditions in a more 
soluble or more readily peptizable form than that ordinarily 
obtained; and if so, there should be little difficulty in determining 
whether a sol is formed, as has been suspected.® 

Whatever may be the nature of the alkali solution of hydrous 
indium oxide, the gel is readily converted into a sol by thorough 
washing with distilled water. Even the denser gel thrown 

^ Dennis and Geer: Ber., 87, 961 (1904). 

*Renz: Ber,, 34, 2763 (1901); 36, 1847, 2751, 4394 (1904); 37, 2111 
(1904). 

*Carnelley and Walker: J. Chem, Soc,, 63, 88 (1888). 

^ Thiel and Koelsch: Z, anorg> Chem., 66, 288 (1910). 

® Meyer: Liebig* s Ann, Cheni., 160, 137 (1869). 

® Richards and Boyer: J. Am. Chem, Boc., 41, 133 (1919). 

7 Ber„ 86, 1848, 2754 (1903). 

® Thiel: Z, anorg. Chem., 40, 322 (1904); c/., however, Thiel and 
Koelsch: lUd., 66, 300 (1910)* 
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down at 100° is peptized in this way. The colloidal solutions 
obtained by Thiel precipitated out in a few weeks’ time; but there 
is no doubt that very stable sols could be formed by supercentrif¬ 
ugal washing. To prevent sol formation during quantitative 
washing, it is only necessary to follow the time-honored practice 
of adding a little ammonium salt to the wash water. 

A stable colloid is easily obtained by passing air through a 
cold solution of indium monoiodide. ^ The reaction 2Inl + 
a:H 2 (> + O 2 == 111203 • a:H 20 + 2H1 goes slowly, practically all 
of the oxide remaining colloidally dissolved. If desired, there 
seems no reason why this sol should not be purified by dialysis. 

By carrying out the oxidation of indium monoiodide in the 
hot, 99 per cent of the indium is converted into hydrous oxide 
most of which precipitates out. Obviously, the oxide ages quite 
rapidly, or it would not precipitate from dilute acid solution in 
which the newly formed gel is very soluble. Indeed, the oxide 
thrown down in this way is almost insoluble in the cold in dilute 
acids and dissolves but slowly in concentrated ones, a behavior 
analogous to the ageing of the better-known hydrous oxides of 
aluminum and chromium. 

Anhydrous indium oxide likewise furnishes a good example of 
the influence of the phjxsical character of an oxide on its chemical 
properties. Not only is an oxide heated to 850° acted on much 
more readily than one ignited at 1200°;- but a newly formed 
oxide decomposes into In 304 and (>2 between 1200 and 1500° 
much more rapidly than a dense preparation aged by long igni¬ 
tion® at a low red heat. 

Hydrous Thallic Oxide 

The most hydrous form of thallic oxide is obtained by adding 
ammonia or alkali in slight excess to a thallic salt solution in the 
cold. The very insoluble** voluminous precipitate is reddish 
brown in color like hydrous ferric oxide; it adsorbs alkali strongly, 
and in consequence, ammonia is always used as the precipitant 
in the estimation of thallium as trioxide. ^ If the solution after 

^ Thiel and Koelsch: Z. anorg. Chem.^ 60, 300, 304 (1910). 

2 Renz: Ber., 36, 1848 (1903); Thiel and Koelsch: Z. anorg. Chem., 66, 
296 (1910). 

3 Thiel: Z. anorg. Chem.y 40, 322 (1904). 

* Abego and Spencer: Z. anorg. Chem.^ 44, 379 (1905). 

® Meyer: Z. anorg, Chem*, 24, 364 (IQCIO), 
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precipitation is heated to boiling, the brown mass of hydrous 
oxide loses practically all its water becoming a dark granular 
powder; in this respect it behaves like blue hydrous cupric oxide. 
The oxide precipitated in the cold and dried in the air has a 
composition approaching Tl 203 *H 20 d It has, therefore, been 
tacitly assumed that the red-brown slimy precipitate is a mono¬ 
hydrate. While this may be true, it is probably purely accidental 
that the composition at room temperature can be formulated 
Tl 203 ‘Il 20 , particularly since it loses water continuously above 
room temp)crature, becoming almost anhydrous at 100°.^ 

By treating an alkaline solution of a thallous salt with hydrogen 
peroxide at room temperature,^ one obtains a dark-brown floc- 
culent precipitate of hydrous oxide which changes slowly to 
small lustrous crystals of almost anhydrous TI 2 O 3 . If the reac¬ 
tion is carried out at 80 to 100°, the oxide is a black sandy pow¬ 
der. The density of the black oxide is 5.6 per cent higher than 
the brown; and the latter dissolves much more readily in acids 
and is more readily reduced to the thallous state by boiling water. 
It is probable that these difTerence in properties are due entirely 
to variations in the physical character of the mass, as determined 
by the conditions of formation, and not to allotropy as assumed 
by Rabe.'* Indeed, by heating the brown oxide to 500° the pri¬ 
mary particles sinter together and assume permanently the prop¬ 
erties of black oxide. 

A crystalline hydrate of thallic oxide, TbOs * 3 H 2 O or Tl(OH) 3 ,^ 
stable to a temperature of 340°, is said to be formed by prolonged 
fusion of TI2O3 with KOII and subsequently treating the yellow 
mass with water. These observations should be repeated, as 
the formula was derived from thallium analyses the accuracy of 
which is not known, 

Thallous oxide forms a definite crystalline hydrate, TI 2 O ♦ H 2 O 
or TlOH, soluble in water and possessing basic properties of 
the same order of magnitude as the caustic alkalies. 

^ Carnelley and Walker: ,/. Chem. Soc., 63, 88 (1888). 

^Birnbaijm: Liebig's Ann. Chem., 138, 133 (1866); Werther: J. prakt. 
Chem., (1) 91, 385 (1864); cf., however, Lamy: Compi. rend., 64, 1255 (1862); 
68 , 442 (1863). 

«Rabe: Z. anorg. Chem., 48, 427 (1906); 60, 158 (1906). 

* Z, anorg. Chem., 66, 130 (1907). 

» Carnegie; Chem, Nem,^ 60, 113 (1889)* 
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THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF COPPER, COBALT, NICKEL, 
SILVER, AND GOLD 

Although the compounds of cobalt and nickel are usually 
studied in connection with those of iron, it seems advisable to 
consider their hydrous oxides along with copper. Thus, the 
most common oxide of iron is ferric oxide, whereas the most 
common oxides of nickel and cobalt are the ^^ous^’ oxides which 
are more nearly related to cupric oxide than to ferrous oxide. 
Moreover, the relationship between the blue and rose oxides of 
cobalt is similar in certain respects to that between the blue and 
black oxides of copper. 

Hydrous Cupric Oxide 

The gelatinous mass obtained by the addition of dilute alkali 
to a cuprous salt is usually considered to have the composition 
Cu(OH )2 or Cu 0 *H 20 . This is because the precipitate, washed 
rapidly until free from the mother liquor and dried over H2SO4, 
has the composition corresponding to a monohydrate. Van 
Bemmelen^ found the freshly precipitated blue substance to be 
highly hydrous, containing more than 20 mols of water to 1 of 
cupric oxide even after pressing between porous earthenware for 
2 hours. When the precipitate is exposed at ordinary tempera¬ 
tures to an artificially dried atmosphere, it loses water con¬ 
tinuously until the vapor pressure is equal to that of the 
atmosphere. From + 2 H 2 O to ±1H20, the water is held more 
firmly than above ± 2 H 2 O, and at a pressure of zero, the oxide 
approaches the properties and composition of a crystalline 
hydrate, Cu0-H20. The ease with which water is eliminated 
decreases with the age of the sample; but even the freshly pre¬ 
pared oxide does not lose all its water at 100°. Neither a dihy¬ 
drate nor a trihydrate is formed,^ and van Bemmelen considers 

1 Z. anorg. Chem.f 6, 466 (1894). 

2 C/. Spring: Z. anorg. Chem.j 2, 195 (1892). 
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tlio evidence insufficient to establish the existence of a definite 
aniorphous oxide of the composition CuO • H 2 O; hence, the gelat¬ 
inous body must be looked upon as hydrous cupric oxide rather 
than hydrous hydrated cupric oxide. 

Besides the familiar blue gelatinous oxide, a crystalline com¬ 
pound can be obtained in a number of ways. BecquereB pre¬ 
pared the latter by the action of dilute potassium hydroxide on a 
basic cupric nitrate, and Bbttger,^ by the action of concentrated 
sodium hydroxide on crystalline basic cupric sulfate. P^ligot’^ 
hydrolyzed crystalline blue-violet copper ammonium nitrate; 
while Villiers^ claimed that a crystalline hydrate was formed 
from the amorphous hydrous oxide by suspending the latter in 
water which was subsequently frozen and ‘allowed to stand 
several hours. Villiers^ observation supports van Bernmelen’s 
view that the amorphous hydrous oxide goes over gradually to a 
crystalline monohydrate on standing. While the transformation 
of the oxide from the amorphous to the crystalline state on 
standing is an established fact, there is a difference in opinion as 
to whether the crystals are monohydrate. By electrolyzing a 
solution of alkali nitrate,"* one obtains blue hydrous copper 
oxide, the physical character and hence the properties of which 
depend on the concentration of solution and the current density.^ 
Muller and Spitzer^ electrolyzed an alkaline copper ammonium 
salt solution with a platinum anode and obtained a black deposit 
containing 95 per cent CuO. In the latter case, dehydration took 
place at the same time as the precipitation. The blue oxide did 
not darken appreciably when suspended for an hour in alkali; 
but if a current was passed through the solution, the particles 
moved to the anode, where partial dehydration and darkening 

^ Coinpl. rend., 34, 573 (1852); cf. van Bemmelen: Z. anorg. Chein., 6, 
468 (1894). 

^ Jahresber., 198 (1858); Hahermann: Z. anorg. Chem., 60, 318 (1906). 

^Compt. rend., 63, 209 (1861); cj. Bonsdorfp: Z. anorg. Chem., 41, 132 
(1904). 

< Compt. rend., 120, 322 (1895). 

® Lorenz: Z. anorg. Chem., 12, 438 (1896); Elbs: Z. angew. Chem., 17, 
291 (1903). 

® KohlschOtter and TOscher: Z. anorg. Chem., Ill, 193 (1920); Kohl- 
schOtter and Sedelinovich : Z, Elektrochem., 29, 30 (1923). 

^ Kolloid-Z., 1, 44 (1906); Z. anorg. Chem., 60, 322 (1906). 
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took place by electrical eiidosinose. Similar observations were 
made with the blue crystalline oxide but the dehydration was 
considerably slower. Muller and Spitzer believe that definite 
hydrate water would not be removed by electrical endosmose and 
suggest that the chemical hydrate, so called, goes over to an 
unstable adsorption compound or that an unstable peroxide 
results at first which later decomposes to the ordinary oxide 
containing less water. A more plausible guess is that the crystal¬ 
line compound is not a definite monohydrate at all but a hydrous 
oxide possessing a dense structure that retains adsorbed water 
more tenaciously than a gelatinous mass.*^ Since the vapor 
pressure of hydrous copper oxide becomes practically zero at a 
composition closely approximating Cu0 ]l 20 , it cannot be 
determined by vapor-pressure measurements whether a definite 
hydrate exists. This could probably be decided by comparing 
x-radiograms of the black oxide and the blue crystalline com¬ 
pound. Hedvall- made such a comparison of black oxides 
prepared in a variety of ways and found them to be identical. 
He also obtained an x-radiogram of the blue compound, but no 
comparison of the latter with the black oxide was recorded. 
Bancroft^ points out that, if a definite compound, Cu()*H20, 
exists with a practically zero vapor pressure, it should form from 
cupric oxide in the presence of water; but the reverse process 
is the one that actually takes place. Kohlschiitter and Ttischer"^ 
get around this by assuming that the dehydration is not simply 
a molecular splitting off of water, thus: Cu(011)2 = CuO + 
H 2 O; but depends on intramolecular neutralization of the H’ 
and OH' ions resulting from amphoteric dissociation of Cu(OH )2 
as follows: 

Cu(OH)2^Cu” + 20H' 

Cu(OH)2 CUO 2 " + 2H* 

OH' + H- = 1120 
CuOa" + Cu*‘ = 2CuO 

This interpretation of the mechanism of the dehydration process 
is superfluous, if the blue compound having zero vapor pressure 

^ KoHLsCHTjTTTER iuicl Sedelinovich : Z. EUktrochem,, 29, 30 (1923). 

* Z. anorg. Chem., 120, 327 (1922). 

3 Applied Colloid Chemistry,^’ 246 (1921). 

* Z. anorg. Chem.y 111, 193 (1920). 
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is not Cu(OH) 2 , and may be open to serious question even should 
a monohydrate exist. 

Stability of Blue Cupric Oxide. —The instability of gelatinous 
cupric oxide is one of its most characteristic properties. If 
allowed to stand in contact with its mother liquor, it loses water 
and changes in color from blue to green, brown, and finally 
black,^ the process going on slowly at room temperature and 
with increasing velocity as the temperature is raised.^ To obtain 
a clear blue product, precipitation should be carried out at 0° 
and the mother liquor removed by washing with iced water as 
rapidly as possible.*^ Analogous to the hydrous oxides of iron 
and chromium, the blue oxide aged at low temperatures holds on 
to its water more strongly than the newly formed product. 

Unlike the gelatinous oxide, the blue cr 3 ^stallinc compound is 
stable in boiling water and maintains its blue color when heated 
for hours at lOO"^. However, it darkens gradually on long stand¬ 
ing even at room temperature. Thus, lO-year-old samples made 
by the methods of Bottger and P^ligot were reported b}" Fowles^ 
to have a bluish-slate tint, while a 12-year-old sami)le was quite 
black. In the light of these observations Fowles concludes that 
the crystalline oxide is a highly stable form of the blue oxide in a 
state of suspended transformation. 

While alkalies and certain salts tend to decrease the stability 
of the blue gelatinous oxide, Tommasi^ found a retardation of 
the blackening in the presence of a number of salts, notably 
MnS 04 . Bancroft® attributed the stability to adsorption of 
the hydrous oxide of manganese which acts as a protective col¬ 
loid. Although this conclusion was reaffirmed by Blucher and 
Farnau^ as a result of observations with salts of a number of 
heavy metals other than manganese, it seems questionable, since 

(1) relatively high concentrations of colloidal hydrous oxides are 

^ Schaffner: Liebig *s Ann. Chem., 61, 168 (1844); Harms: Arch. Pharrn., 

(2) 89, 35 (1857); Bull. soc. chim., (2) 37, 197 (1882). 

2 Spring and Lucion: Z. anorg. Chem., 2, 195 (1892); van Bemmelen: 
Ibid., 6, 468 (1894); Euler and Euler: Z, anorg. Che 7 n ., 124, 70 (1922), 

3 Villiers: Compt. rend., 120, 322 (1895). 

4 Chem. Neivs, 128, 2 (1924). 

Bull. soc. chim., (2) 37, 197 (1882); Compt. rend., 99, 38 (1884). 

0/. Phys. Chem., 18, 118 (1914). 

'^J. Phys. Chem., 18, 629 (1914). 
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not effective, and (2) copper sulfate is as effective as manganous 
sulfate or chromic sulfate. The first experiment is not especially 
impressive, since there is no necessary reason why the adsorp¬ 
tion of a colloidal oxide by the separately precipitated copper 
oxide gel should give the same result as adsorption of the oxide 
from a salt solution; but the second observation is fairly con¬ 
clusive, since it is inconceivable that blue hydrous cupric oxide 
should stabilize itself.^ Inasmuch as the only salts effective in 
low concentration are those which give an acid reaction by 
hydrolysis there still remains the possibility that the stabilizing 
agent is a basic salt- or an adsorption complex. 

Since there is a marked change in the physical character of 
hydrous cupric oxide during heating in the presence of salts which 
hydrolyze to give an acid reaction, I postulated^ a slight solvent 
action which was supposed to destroy the gelatinous structure, 
giving a denser modification that loses water and darkens less 
readily than a loose voluminous mass. Fowles® accepts the 
essential part of this view, that the stability is a result of change in 
the physical character of the hydrous oxide; but he very properly 
rules out any solvent action as an important factor in the process. 
Instead, he believes the heavy metal salts remove adsorbed alkali"* 
as basic salts; thus, the stabilization consists in removing alkali, 
a catalyzer, and allowing the unstable gelatinous substance to 
pass to the more stable crystalline form. Fowles^ hypothesis is 
not particularly helpful or constructive, since it does not attempt 
to define the nature of the alleged catalytic action of alkali on 
the dehydration process. 

Like bases, certain alkali salts increase rather than retard the 
spontaneous dehydration of hydrous cupric oxide. Since the 
effect is not appreciable except with relatively high concentra¬ 
tions of the salts, it probably results from their dehydrating 
action.^ An alternative hypothesis is suggested by the behavior 
of hydrous cupric oxide toward alkali salts. Tommasi® found 

^ Weiser: J. Phys. Chem.y 27 , 501 (1923). 

2KiitjOER: J, prakL Chem., 108 , 278 (1924). 

3 Chem, News, 128 , 5 (1924). 

4 JoRDis: Z, Elektrochern.y 18 , 553 (1912). 

® PoMA and Patroni: Z. pkysik. Cfiem., 87, 196 (1914). 

3 BuU. soc. chim,, (2) 37 , 197 (1882), 
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iJiai solutions of sodium chloride and sodium sulfate show an 
alkaline reaction after shaking with hydrous cupric oxide. This 
is due to hydrolysis of the salts owing to stronger adsorption of 
acid than of base. The slight decrease in stability in the pres¬ 
ence of alkali salts may be due to the slight alkalinity of the 
solution in which the particles are suspended 

Recently, hydrogen peroxide has been found by Quartaroli^ 
to accelerate the darkening of hydrous cupric oxide suspended 
in a definite amount of alkali at This action is still per¬ 

ceptible with 1 part of peroxide in 200 million of water. In 
view of the presence of minute traces of hydrogen peroxide 
in ordinary distilled water, this compound is believed to bring 
about the spontaneous decomposition of the hydrous oxide or, 
at least, to accelerate the process. 8uch sensitive action of 
extremely minute amounts of substance has been found only in 
the action of copper in provoking the oxidation of sulfites and 
in the quantity of substance required to break up metastable 
states. Various electrolytes, especially magnesium salts, retard 
the blackening when present in amounts hundreds of times less 
than that of the hydrous oxide; but the action of such electrolytes 
exhibits striking irregularities. Quartaroli concludes that the 
blackening of the oxide suspended in alkali solution is not a 
simple dehydration process but is a phenomenon connected with 
oxidations and reductions with the formation of saline hydrates 
containing copper atoms with various grades of oxidation. This 
conclusion is so hopelessly vague and indefinite that the obser¬ 
vations should be confirmed and extended. 

By dehydrating the blue oxides under suitable conditions, 
compositions approximating the formulas for hydrates have been 
obtained.2 Recently, Losana*^ obtained temperature-composi¬ 
tion, vapor-pressure, and electromotive-force curves indicating 
the formation of hydrates in which the ratios CuO : H 2 O are 3, 
4, and 8:1 when the dehydration takes place in the presence of 
liquid and 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8:1 when the compound has been 
dried before dehydrating. The presence of alkali and other 

^Gazz, chim, ital., 66 , 264 (1925). 

2 See Mellor: “Treatise on Inorganic and Theoretical Chemistry,” 3 , 
142 (1923). 

^Gazz, chim. iial,, 63 , 75 (1923). 
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salts influoncos ilio dehydration teinperature, and in some 
instances, loss of water occurs below what was reji:arded as the 
true inversion point. Such behavior is not characteristic of 
well-defined stable hydrates. 

Color. —As already noted, hydrous copper oxide may be blue, 
green, olive, brown, or black in color. The change in color is 
not necessarily associated with loss of water, as De Forcrand^ 
observed a change in Peligot's oxide at 85° from blue to green 
without loss of weight. De Forcrand dissolved the blue, green, 
olive, and brown hydrous oxides and the black anhydrous oxide 
in sufficient nitric acid to form the nitrate; and Sabatier'^' and 
Joannis^^ carried out similar experiments on the oxides dehydrated 
at 440° and at red heat. From these data De Forcrand concludes 
that the different colored oxides are isomers involving definite 
heat changes in the transformation from one form to another. 
It would seem, however, that thermochemical evidence of this 
sort is altogether insufficient to establish the existence of definite 
isomers. Many hydrous oxides, when heated quickly, undergo 
a decrease in surface energy which is sufficient to raise the tem¬ 
perature of the whole mass to incandescence. Thermochemical 
data obtained before and after glowing might be interpreted 
to mean that an isomeric transformation had taken place; but 
such a conclusion would be erroneous. It is much more probable 
that the differences in color result from differences in the physical 
character and size of particles. Kohlschiitter and Tuscher 
believe the blue compound to be amorphous or pseudocrystalline 
Cu(OH) 2 , consisting of rather large particles, and the black 
compound to be CuO made up of distinctly smaller particles. 
The conclusion that the blue particles are larger than the black 
seems to have been reached without taking all the facts into 
consideration. Everyone knows that copper oxide can be 
obtained in quite large particles which are black and the hydrous 
oxide in very much more highly dispersed, gelatinous particles 
which are blue. A clump of the blue hydrous oxide consists of 
very finely divided primary particles that have adsorbed water 
strongly, forming a gelatinous mass. On heating, the relatively 

* Compt, rend.f 157 , 441 (1913). 

2 Compt. rend., 126 , 301 (1897). 

^ Compt. rend., 102 , 1161 (1886). 
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large gelatinous clump is broken up and the particles constituting 
it coalesce to larger particles that appear black. From this point 
of view, anhydrous cupric oxide would be blue and not black if 
coalescence during dehydration were prevented. In support of 
this, Schenck,’^ in Bancroft's laboratory, observed that a mixture 
of the hydrous oxides of copper and aluminum containing 5 
per cent cupric oxide remained blue after ignition. In one 
instancethe excess of alumina was dissolved out with alkali, 
giving a distinctly blue powder containing CuO and AI2O3 in 
the ratio of approximately 4:1. 

The hypothesis of Kohlschiitter that the blue and black oxides 
are Cu(()H )2 and CuO, respectively, stands or falls on the 
unproved assumption that there is a definite amorphous hydrate 
and that this dehydrates not by the molecular splitting off of 
water but by ‘internal neutralization as a result of amphoteric 
dissociation." 

The wide variation in color of anhydrous CuO is utilized in 
coloring glass and pottery glazes. That cupric oxide imparts a 
blue or green color to glass under certain conditions was known to 
the ancients and the later alchemists. An old blue Venetian 
glass contained 1.32 per cent CuO.^ Artificial emeralds have 
been prepared with this pigment. The color imparted to a glaze 
by CuO depends on the constituents of the glaze and the condi-* 
tions of firing. In a reducing atmosphere, a red glaze is obtained 
consisting probably of colloidal copper or cuprous oxide; blue and 
green glazes develop in an oxidizing atmosphere.^ 

Cupric Oxide Sols.—To prepare sols of hydrous cupric oxide, 
it is usually necessary to employ some protective agent. Gra¬ 
ham^ prepared a fairly stable sol by adding alkali to a solution of 
cupric chloride containing cane sugar. It was deep blue at first 
but changed to green on dialyzing; the precipitate obtained on 
boiling the sol or on adding salts or acids was bluish green in 
color. A more stable sol can be prepared using Paal's® sodium 

1 J, Phys. Chem., 23 , 283 (1919). 

2 Pausell: J. Phys. Chem., 26 , 501 (1922). 

^Schwarz: Dinglers polytech. J., 205 , 425 (1872). 

*Rauter: Z. angew. Chem., 14 , 753 (P.K)1). 

^Phil. Trans., IW, 183 (18G1); CompL rend., 69, 174 (1804). 

^Ber., 39 , 1550 (UX)6); KollouDZ., 30 , 1 (1922). 
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salts of lysalbinic or protalbinic acids as protective colloid. Other 
stabilizing agents that have proved effective are agar/ casein/ 
milk and grape sugar/ and soap. Thorium and uranyl nitrate^ 
peptize the gelatinous oxide owing to strong adsorption of the 
salt cations. Biltz^ attempted to prepare the colloidal oxide by 
dialysis of a solution of cupric nitrate; but the salt passed 
unchanged through the dialyzer owing to its low hydrolysis 
constant. Ley® hydrolyzed the copper salt of succinimide, 
obtaining a very satisfactory sol that changed in color, slowly 
at room temperature but rapidly at 70®, from blue green to 
yellow brown and finally dark brown. Succinimide is a 
protector, since its removal by dialysis causes agglomeration of 
the sol. 

Cupric oxide sols have been prepared without the use of a 
protective colloid by oxidizing a copper soF and by what Kohl- 
schiitter called ‘'discharge electrolysis.In the latter process, 
a passivifying layer of oxide was deposited on the anode and sub¬ 
sequently dispersed in the liquid by a rapidl}^ oscillating discharge. 
The sol was perfectly clear in transmitted light; it was bluish 
green in color at the outset but changed to brown on standing. 
By means of the ultramicroscope, Kohlschiitter^ observed the 
formation of blue hydrous cupric oxide sol when a current of 
relatively high density was passed between copper electrodes 
dipped in dilute CUSO 4 solution or in water. 

By passing a spark between copper wires under water, there is 
formed a positive sol of cupric oxide instead of copper.^® Stirring 
accelerates the velocity of coagulation of this sol by electrolytes, 
particularly when ions of high coagulating power are employed 
and when the concentration of electrolyte is in the region of the 

1 Ludwig: Brandes ArchiVj 82, 157 (1855). 

2 Rittenhausen: J, prakt , Chem ., [ 2 ] 6 , 215 (1873); 7, 361 (1874). 

»Salkowsky: PfiilgeYs Arch., 6 , 221 (1872); Sen and Dhak: Kollmd-Z., 

33 , 193 (1923). 

4 Szilard: J. chim . phys ., 6 , 636 (1907). 

^Ber., 36 , 4431 (1902). 

6 Ber., 38 , 2199 (1906); Ley and Werner: Ibid., 39 , 2178 (1906). 

’ Lottermoser: “ Anorganische Kolloide,^^ Stuttgart (1901). 

KohlschOtter: Z. Elektrochem., 26, 309 (1919). 

^Z. Elektrochem., 30, 164 (1924), 

Burton: Phil. Mag., [6] 11, 436 (1906). 
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precipitation value. Prolonged stirring alone, without the addi¬ 
tion of precipitating electrolyte, lowers the charge on the par¬ 
ticles sufficiently to allow agglomeration and finally complete 
precipitation.^ 

Hooker prepared a very satisfactory blue soP by thorough 
washing of the gelatinous oxide formed by adding alkali to copper 
sulfate solution until the supernatant liquid was just colorless. 
The washing may be carried out by sedimentation, but a more 
stable sol results by repeated washing with the supercentrifuge. ^ 
The colloidal oxide has high fungicidal action against apple scab 
and apple black in concentrations of 1 part of hydrous oxides to 
5000 of water; at this concentration it causes very slight burning. 
This sol possesses excellent sticking properties due to its positive 
charge and can be used in conjunction with lead arsenate and 
nicotine sulfate, if desired. Since the sol can be prepared at 
relatively low cost, it is suggested as a substitute for Bordeaux 
mixture and lime sulfur. 

Hydrous cupric oxide dissolves but slightly in dilute alkali, but 
is appreciably soluble in concentrated alkali forming deep-blue 
solutions.^ As might be expected, the unstable blue gelatinous 
oxide is more soluble than the black compound, and the latter 
separates gradually from a solution of the former, provided the 
alkali (NaOH) concentration does not exceed 17 N.^ Both cop¬ 
per, in the presence of air, and anhydrous CuO dissolve in alka¬ 
lies, forming blue solutions which are stable on boiling and do not 
precipitate out on standing.® The bulk of the evidence supports 
the view that the blue coloration is due to Cu 02 ''^ ion and not to 
colloidal cupric oxide. Fischer® added alkali to copper salts 
short of precipitation and obtained blue solutions which were 
supposed to be colloidal, because hydrous copper oxide settled 

1 Freundltch and Basu: Z. physik. Chem., 116, 203 (1925). 

2 J. Ind. Eng, Chem., 16, 1177 (1923). 

2 Bhadfield: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 44, 965 (1922). 

4 Low: Z. anal. Chem., 9, 463 (1870); Donath: Ibid., 40, 137 (1901). 

MOller: Z. physik. Chem., 106, 73 (1923). 

“Creighton: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 46, 1237 (1923). 

’ Melbye: Meddcl. Vetenskapsakad. Nohelinst., 4, 8 (1922); Chem. 
Abstracts, 17, 1572 (1923). 

^ Z. an(rrg. Chem., 40, 39 (1904); Chatteuji and Dhah: Chem. News, 121, 
253 (1924). 
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out on standing or could })e filtered out. The discoloration of 
the solution by filtering was believed by C-reighton to result from 
interaction between the cellulose of the filter and the blue com¬ 
ponent, since the filtrate was blue after several portions were 
passed through the same filter. This observation is not quite 
conclusive, since the filter may have become more porous owing 
to peptization of the filter paper by the alkali. However, 
Miillcr prepared a cobalt-blue crystalline cuprite from the alkali 
solution; so there is no doubt of the existence of such a salt. It 
is altogether probable that sol formation precedes cuprite forma¬ 
tion when alkali acts on the gelatinous oxide. 

The solubility of hydrous cupric oxide in alkali may be 
increased enormously by the presence of other substances. Thus, 
the addition of alkali to copper sulfate in the presence of tartrate 
forms the deep-blue solution known as Fehling\s solution, so widely 
used in detecting small amounts of reducing sugar. The copi)er 
in this solution is not present as cupric oxide sol but as a cupric 
tartrate complex.^ The same is apparently true for the alkali 
solution formed in the presence of higher valent alcohols, such 
as glycerin and mannite, and of certain amines.^ Gelatinous 
copper oxide is adsorbed strongly by hydrous chromic oxide, 
and the colloidal solution of the latter in alkali carries a consider¬ 
able amount of the former into colloidal solution.^ 

Cupric Oxide Jellies.—A cupric oxide jelly forms on hydrolysis 
of a solution of cupric ammonium acetate of the formula (hi- 
(C 2 ll 302 ) 2 * It is unnecessary to start with this salt, 

and much more stable jellies are obtained by precipitation of a 
suitable amount of colloidal oxide at a suitable rate. The 
desired conditions may be realized^ by adding ammonia to cupric 
acetate in the presence of a small amount of sulfate® and allowing 
the instable colloidal solution to precipitate spontaneously. 

^ Kuster: Z, Eleklrochem.y 4 , 112 (1897); Masson and Steele: J . Chem. 
Soc,, 76 , 725 (1899); Kahlenberg: Z. yhysik. Chem., 17 , 577 (1895). 

^Traitbe: Ber., 66, 1899 (1922); 66, 1653 (1923); Donnan: Abegg’s 
“Handbuch anorg. Chem.,” 2 , 547 (1908). 

3C/. Knecht, Rawson, and Lowenthal: “A Manual of Dyeing,’^ 1 , 
241 (1916); Prud’homme: Bull. soc. chim.., (2) 17 , 253 (1872). 

^ Foerster: Ber., 26 , 3416 (1S92); Finch: J. Phys. Chem., 18 , 26 (1914). 

Weiser: j. Phys. Chem., 27 , 685 (1923). 

® Finch: J. Phys. Chem., 18 , 26 (1914). 
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Tho solution obtained is perfectly clear at the outset, but pn‘- 
cipitation starts after intervals varying from a few seconds to 
several minutes depending on the relative amounts of the three 
components. In view of the great importance of rate of pre¬ 
cipitation on jelly formation, the most favorable conditions are 
pretty sharply defined. A firm jelly that remained unbroken 
for weeks is obtained by mixing 5 cubic centimeters of 3 N 
NH 4 ()H to 25 cubic centimeters of 0.75 N (^((' 211302)2 con¬ 
taining 2 cubic centimeters of N 1 x 2804 . The presence of sulfate 
is necessary in order to get a sol of sufficient concentration. 
Oelatinous precipitates instead of jellies are obtained by adding 
ammonia directly to copper sulfate, chloride, or nitrate, on 
account of the high velocity of precipitation. 

IIydkotts Cuprous Oxide 

The yellow or orange precipitate thrown down from a cuprous 
salt solution by sodium hydroxide^ or carbonate‘s is not (.'uOH 
but hydrous cuprous oxide in an amorphous state.^ The yellow 
compound is best prepared by reduction of C'U" in the presence 
of OH' or by electrolysis of alkali salts in the cold with a copper 
anode.^ For the chemical reduction, a variety of reducing agents 
may be used, such as dextrose,^ maltose,^ and phenylhydrazine;^ 
hydroxylamine hydrochloride^ is particularly satisfactory The 
yellow oxide is formed in the cold by the reduction of Fehling’s 
solution with dextrose or in the hot when the amount of tartrate 
is too small to convert all the C-u” into a complex. The clear- 
yellow amorphous product goes over rapidly to orange or reddish 
yellow, probably with the loss of water. By drying in the 
absence of air, a stable product is obtained. This is changed 

^ Mitscherlich: J, prald. Chem., 19, 450 (1840); Proust: J. phys., 61, 
182 (1800); Klason: Svensk Kern, Tvi., 36, 202 (1024). 

^Fremy: Ann. chim. phys., [3] 23, 391 (1848). 

” GrOger: Z. anorg. Chem., 31, 326 (1902); Moser: Ibid., 106,112 (1919). 

^Lorenz: Z. anorg. Chem-., 12, 438 (1898). 

‘^Sandmeyer: Ber., 20, 1494 (1887); Miller and TIagen: Pjliiger's 
Arch., 23, 221 (1880). 

® Glendenning: J . Chem. Soc., 67, 999 (1895). 

’ Chattaway: Chem. Neios, 97, 19 (1908). 

® Moser: Z. anorg. Chem., 106, 112 (1919); cf. Ebler: Ber., 36, 3055 
(1902). 
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to s brick-red amorphous powder by heating for 60 hours at 
500°; and by igniting in a stream of nitrogen, it goes over to the 
familiar crystalline red form which is commonly obtained by 
reducing Fehling’s solution at 100°. Similarly, by electrolyzing 
alkali salts, the oxide is yellow at room temperature, bright red 
at 100°, and intermediate colors in between.^ Red cuprous 
oxide is prepared on a commercial scale by electrolysis of a hot 
solution of sodium chloride with copper anodes. 

Red crystalline Cu 2 () appears to bear the same relation to the 
yellow’ hydrous oxide that black (hiO bears to the blue gelatinous 
oxide. The change in the color of hydrous cuprous oxide from 
yellow, through orange, brick red, and bright red results from a 
gradual increase in particle size and loss of absorbed water. 
With this change from the finely divided hydrous precipitate 
having a high specific surface to the granular red product having 
a low specific surface, the reactivity with oxygen and the solu¬ 
bility in acids and alkalies fall off. The varicolored products are 
not definite isomeric modifications of Cu 2 ( ). 

The colorless solution of hydrous cuprous oxide in ammonia 
turns blue in the air owing to the formation of Cu(NH 3 ) 4 ”, 
thereby furnishing a delicate test for oxygen. 

Red cuprous oxide is largely used in coloring glass red, a property 
known to the ancients and in the middle ages. The manufacture 
of this ancient red glass was revived by Bontemps in France and 
Englehardt in Germany about 1827. The oxide is also used for 
the production of a red glaze on pottery‘s and as a poisonous 
pigment in antifouling compositions for painting the bottoms of 
vessels. 

Cuprous Oxide Sols. —A sol of hydrous cuprous oxide is nearly 
always obtained in the reduction of alkali solutions of copper 
salts ^ Similarly, during the reduction of cupric sulfate solution 
with SnCb^ or hydrazine, yellow hydrous® cuprous oxide first 
appears, which goes over to the red oxide and finally to black 

* Miller: J, Phys. Chem,, 13, 256 (1909); Moser: Z, anorg, Chem.j 
105, 112 (1919). 

2 Louth and Dutailly: Mon. Ceram, et Ferr., 19 , 237. 

^ Cf. Ruoss: Z. anal. Chem.^ 68, 193 (1919). 

Lottermoser : J. prakt. Chem.j ( 2 ) 69 , 492 (1899). 

®Gutbier and Hofmeier: Z. anorg. Chem., 82 , 355 (1902); 44 , 227 
(1906); cf, Paal and Leuze: Ber., 89 , 1550 (1906). 
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copper sol. Reduction of a neutral solution of copper sulfate in 
the presence of gum arabic or gelatin^ gives a cuprous oxide sol 
which is stable in the absence of air. Groger^ obtained a stable 
sol on attempting to purify the orange hydrous oxide by pro¬ 
longed washing in the absence of air 

Hydrous ('OBaltous Oxide 

If alkali is added in excess to a solution of rose-colored cobalt- 
ous salt, there is formed, at first, a blue hydrous mass which goes 
over into rose hydrous cobalt oxide or hydroxide, the transforma¬ 
tion taking place more rapidly the higher the temperature.^ 
The gradual transformation can be observed by boiling cobaltous 
carbonate with a solution of potassium hydroxide. The volu¬ 
minous blue oxide formed at first turns to violet and then to 
rose red.'* On the other hand, if insufficient akali to react with 
all the cobalt ion is used, the precipitate retains its blue color 
indefinitely. At one time, the blue compound was believed to 
be a basic salt which was decomposed by excess alkali, forming 
rose-colored hydrate, llantzsch^* disproved this view by showing 
that the blue oxide, precipitated from sulfate or acetate solution 
with insufficient alkali, absorbs the respective salts or basic 
salts strongly; but most of the latter can be removed by repeated 
boiling of the precipitate with water free from air, without alter¬ 
ing the blue color in any way. Hence, the blue color is that 
of the oxide and not of a basic salt. 

The blue and rose precipitates differ quite appreciably in their 
chemical properties. Thus, the blue compound loses practically 
all its water at 150° and is completely dehydrated at 170°; 
whereas the rose compound still retains some water after heating 
for several hours at 300°. Moreover, the blue oxide reacts 
slowly with acetyl chloride, while the red reacts so rapidly that 
the chloride boils. After drying the preparations in a desiccator, 
each analyzes experimentally for a monohydrate or hydroxide. 

^ LoBnr De Bruyn: Rec. trav. chirn., 19, 236 (1900). 
anorg. Cheni., 31, 326 (1902). 

3 Winkelbleoh: Liehig^s Ann. Chem., 13, 148 (1835); Betz: Pogg. Ann., 
61, 472 (1844). 

* Fremy : Jahresber., 637 (1851). 
anorg. Cheni., 73, 304 (1911). 
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Haiitzsch concludes, therefore, that the two compounds are 
hydrate isomers differing in the way in which the water is held, 

the blue being CoO-H'^O and the red Co_Qjj. 

As has been pointed out, the gelatinous oxide does not go over 
to rose in the absence of alkali or in the presence of a little cobalt 
salt. Benedictobserved that the change in color from blue to 
rose in the presence of excess alkali is retarded by the addition 
of a small amount of nickel salt. The retardation is sufficiently 
marked to serve as a delicate test for nickel. To account for 
this behavior, Benedict postulates the formation of a deep-blue 
nickel cobaltite which masks the rose-colorcd hydrate. This 
assumption cannot be correct, since increasing the amount of 
nickel salt does not increase the intensity of the 1)1 ue color. 
Apparently, hydrous nickel oxide is adsorbed by the blue oxide, 
thereby stabilizing it to a certain extent. The phenomenon 
recalls the stabilization of blue hydrous cupric oxide by salts, but 
it differs from the latter in that salts of metals other than nickel 
have little or no effect. Thus the presence of the sulfates of 
iron(ous), zinc, manganese, magnesium, chromium, copper, 
and aluminum; the chlorides of tin and calcium; and the nitrates 
of lead, cadmium, thorium, and strontium produces no marked 
retardation."' The specific effect of nickel oxide may be due to 
its having the same crystal lattice as cobalt oxide. 

Both the blue and rose compounds thrown down by mixing 
solutions of cobalt salt and alkali are gelatinous and appear 
amorphous. It is possible that both are hydrous oxides when 
first formed but, like cadmium oxide, go over into microcrystal¬ 
line hydrates on standing. This is certainly true of the rose 
compound, as shown by x-ray examination.*’* Large crystals of 
rose hydroxide come down from a solution made by adding 250 
grams of potassium hydroxide to 10 grams of cobalt chloride 
hexahydrate in 60 cubic centimeters of water, and heating in 
the absence of air until solution is complete. The crystals are 
elongated rhombic prisms that analyze for Co(OH) 2 .^ They are 

1 J. Am,. Chem.. Soc., 26, 605 (1004). 

2 Chatterji and Dhau: Chem, Newn, 121, 253 (1920). 

3 Hedvall: Z. anorg, Chem,, 120, 327, 338 (1924). 

* De Schulten: Compt. rend., 109, 266 (1889). 
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ploochroic, appeariiifi; rose colored alon^ rose yellow alon^ 
ru, and pale brownish yellow alonji; Unlike the gelatinous 
oxide, the large crystals are not altered by contact with air. 

Since a crystalline rose-colored oxide is known with certainty, 
and there is only an analysis of an apparently amorphous mass to 
indicate the nature of the blue preparation, it might be concluded 
that the blue compound is a hydrous oxide and the rose, a 
hydroxide. This hypothesis, like that of liantzsch^s, cannot be 
correct, since it is based on the manner in which water is held 
by the oxide, and apparently we may have either a blue or a ros(^ 
oxide in the absence of water. Thus cobalt glass owes its color 
to the blue anhydrous oxide; and the brown anhydrous powder 
obtained by drying the precipitated hydrate melts without 
decomposition and gives rose-colored crystals on cooling.^ This 
suggests the possibility of the color of cobalt oxide and hydroxide 
being determined by the size of particles. In glass the particles 
are obviously highly dispersed and appear blue, wliile the oxide 
in mass is red. Similarly, the precipitated oxide is most finely 
divided when first formed and so is blue; but in the presence of a 
slight excess of alkali, the highly hydrous mass ages, losing water 
and becoming denser, the color at the same time changing from 
blue through lavender to rose. The rate of this transformation is, 
of course, hastened by raising the temperature, and is retarded 
or stopped by the presence of basic cobalt salts or hydrous 
nickel oxide. 

If one objects to attributing the difference in color to the size of 
particles, an alternative hypothesis is that there are two allo- 
tropic forms of cobalt oxide, an instable blue one and a stable 
rose. As a matter of fact, the transformation of the blue gelati¬ 
nous oxide to rose in the presence of alkali has led people to regard 
the former as the alkali instable modification and the latter as 
the alkali stable modification.*'^ The existence or non-existence 
of allotropic forms could probably be settled by comparing 
x-radiograms of the blue and rose oxides or hydrates.^ 

^ Moissan: Ann. chim. phys., (7), 4, 136 (1895); Hedvall: Z. anorg. 
Chem., 86, 210 (1914); Hantzsch: Z. anorg. Chem., 73, 304 (1912). 

*Hantz8ch: Z. anorg. Chem., 73, 304 (1912); Farnau and Witteveen: 
J. Ind. Eng. Chem., 13, 1060 (1921). 

®C/. Hedvall: Z. anorg. Chem., 120, 338 (1922). 



150 


rilK HYDROUS OXIDES 


Both blue and rose cobalt oxide dissolve in concentrated alkali, 
giving a solution with a deep-blue color. A similar color results 
on electrolyzing a solution of alkali, 4 N or stronger, with a cobalt 
anode. The blue solution w^as thought by Tubandt^ to be 
colloidal cobalt oxide; but the results of exact potential measure¬ 
ments of cobalt against the blue solutions containing different 
amounts of cobalt in 8 A potassium hydroxide show conclusively 
that the blue color is due to potassium cobaltite, K 2 Co() 2 , and 
not to colloidal cobalt oxide.- Thus the behavior of cobalt oxide 
in excess alkali is similar to that of cupric oxide. In the light of 
these observations, it is unlikely that the alkaline solution in 
the presence of glycerin is colloidal.^ Positive sols have been 
formed both by peptization of the blue oxide with dilute hydro¬ 
chloric acid^ and by thorough washing of the fresh gelatinous 
precipitate;^ but they are quite instable, settling out in the 
course of a few hours. 

Liesegang rings of Co (Oil) 2 are formed by pouring ammonia on 
a gelatin gel containing cobalt chloride. Under certain condi¬ 
tions a spiral is obtained instead of a series of rhythmic bands.® 

Cobaltous oxide is used by enamelers and porcelain manu¬ 
facturers for the production of the finest blue glaze and color in 
porcelain, glass, and other vitrifiable substances; 1 part of oxide 
in 100,000 imparts a faint blue while 1 part in 1000 gives a deep 
blue. When heated with certain oxides, colored compounds 
are formed, and wdth others, colored solid solutions which are 
widely used as pigments. With aluminum oxide, a blue com¬ 
pound CoO-AUOa known as cobalt blue or Thenard’s blue is 
formed at 1100®, and above this temperature a green one, said 
to have the composition 4CoO*3Al203.^ The exact tint of 
cobalt blue depends on the conditions of formation and on the 
relative amounts of the two oxides fused. A similar valuable 

^ Z. anorg. Chem.y 46 , 368 (1905); c/. Donath: Monatuchefte fiir Chemiey 
14 , 93 (1893). 

2 Grube and Feucht: Z. Elekirochem., 28 , 568 (1922). 

* C/., however, Sen and Dhar: Kolloid-Z.y 33 , 193 (1923). 

* Muller: Z, anorg. Chem.y 67, 311 (1908). 

6 Tower and Cooke: J. Phy $. Chem.y 26 , 733 (1922). 

•Wolfgang Obtwald: Kolloid-Z. (Zsigmondy Festschrift) y 36 , 390 (1925). 

^ Hedvall: Archiv Kemiy Mineral. Geol.y 6 , 18, 1 (1914); Z. anorg. Chem.y 
96,71 (1916). 
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pigment known as cobalt green or Renneman’s green is obtained 
by fusing cobalt oxide with zinc oxide. The green color is due 
to cobalt zincate which forms solid solutions with excess zinc 
oxide. ^ Stannic oxide likewise forms a green stannate,^ and 
chromic oxide, a green chromite* on fusion with cobalt oxide. 
The chromite dissolves in excess of either oxide, giving various 
shades of blue. Many combinations with other oxides have 
been reported, but in the majority of cases these are either 
mixtures or solid solutions.'^ Magnesium oxide forms mixed 
crystals varying in color from light to dark red, depending on 
the relative proportions of the two oxides.^ Mixed crystals are 
also formed with the isornorphous oxides of nickel and manga¬ 
nese.® It is probable that cobalt oxide is dissolved or dispersed 
by silica although violet cobalt orthosilicate and ruby-red meta¬ 
silicate have been reported."^ Obviously, the deep-blue color of 
cobalt glass is not due to the formation of these alleged compounds. 

Cobalt oxide proves to be a very good dryer’’ for paints.” 
Since the action of dryers is to catalyze the oxidation of the oil, 
this behavior is in line with the observations that the spontaneous 
oxidation of cobaltous hydrate induces the oxidation of the 
stable nickelous hydrate.^ 

Hydrous Cobaltic Oxidk 

Cobaltic oxide, C' 0203 , in a highly hydrous state is precipitated 
on treating a solution of a cobaltous salt with alkaline hypo¬ 
chlorite^® or persulfateor by electrolysis of an alkaline solution 

^ Hedvall: Z. anorg. Chem,, 93 , 313 (1915); 96 , 71 (1916); c/., however, 
IbiL, 86, 201 (1914). 

* Hedvall: Archiv Kemi, Mineral. GeoL, 6, 18, 1 (1914). 

® Elliot: “On the Magnetic Combinations,” Gottingen, 33 (1862). 

* Farnau and Witteveen: J. Ind. Eng. Chem., 13 , 1061 (1921). 

® Hedvall: Z. anorg. Chem,., 86, 296 (1914). 

® Hedvall: Jlrid ., 92 , 381 (1915). 

’Roger: Kerani. Rundschau, 31 , 79, 87, 99, 110 (1923); C. A., 18 , 156 
(1924). 

® Gardner and Parks: Paint MJrs.’ Assoc. U. S., Circ. 186 (1923). 

® Mittra and Dhar: Z. anorg. them., 122, 146 (1922). 

Carnot: CompL rend., 108 , 610 (1889); Schroder: J. Chem.. Soc., 
68, 1213 (1890). 

“ Mawrow: Z. anorg. Chem., 24 , 263 (1900); HOttner: Ibid., 27, 81 
(1901). 
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of colialt sulfate.^ It forms a hi-ownisli-hlark mass that loses 
water readily, the composition dependin^i; on tlie metliod of 
drying. The dark-brown anhydrous powder is transformed into 
black cobaltous cobaltic oxide, Co 3 () 4 , correspondinji; to magnetic 
oxide of iron, by heating below 910°,*^ 

Hydrous C 03 O 4 results when cobaltous hydroxide oxidizes in 
the air. A fairly pure preparation is obtained by warming 
cobaltous hydroxide with an excess of ammonium persulfate, 
washing and heating the product with dilute nitric acid.'^ The 
substance obtained by fusing an oxide of cobalt with caustic 
potash which was thought to be a potassium cobaltite, CogOio- 
1x2-31120,^ is probable cobalto-cobaltic oxide with adsoiTed 
potash.‘‘ 


Hydrous Nickklous Oxide 

The addition of potash or soda to a solution of nickel salt 
throws down a voluminous apple-green precipitate of hydrous 
nickel oxide which goes over to crystalline''^ Ni( 0 H) 2 .^ The 
purest preparation is obtained by using nickel nitrate or nickel 
ammonium nitrate rather than sulfate or chloride, since nitrate 
ion is said to be least strongly adsorbed by the hydrous precipi¬ 
tate.^ The gelatinous oxide is readily soluble in ammonia form¬ 
ing a deep-blue solution from which a green crystalline powder 
is precipitated by boiling. 

Anhydrous NiO is an olive-green powder which becomes deep 
yellow on heating but returns to the original green on cooling to 
room temperature.^ Like cobalt oxide, it forms a variety of 

1 CoEiTN <and Glaser: Z, anorg. Chem., 33, 0 (1903). 

2 Buugstaller: Chem. Zentr,, II, 1525 (1912). 

3 Mawrow: Z. anorg. Chem., 24, 263 (1900). 

^ Schwarzenberg; Liebig's Ann. Chem.j 97, 212 (1856); Pebal: Ibid., 
100, 257 (1856); Mayer: Ibid., 101, 266 (1857). 

^ McConnell and Hanes: J. Chem. Soc., 71, 585 (1897). 

® Hedvall: Z. anorg, Chem., 120, 338 (1922). 

" Tower: J. Phys. Chem., 28, 176 (1924). 

®Bonsdobff: Z. anorg. Chem., 41, 136 (1904); Teichmann: Liebig's 
Ann. Chem., 156, 17 (1870). 

®Moi8san: Ann. chim. phys., [5] 21, 238 (1880); Zimmerman: Liebig's 
Ann. Chem., 232, 344 (1880). 
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pigment colors for glazes^ when fused with other metallic oxides. 
Thus alumina gives a blue aluminate, and zinc oxide, a blue 
zincate; but a variety of tints is possible, as the compounds form 
solid solutions with the excess of either oxide. Mixed crystals 
result on fusing nickel oxide with the isomorphous oxides of 
magnesium, nickel, and co})alt.‘^ 

To prepare the active form of Ni(011)2 for the Edison storage 
battery, the oxide is precipitated from sulfate solution with an 
excess of sodium hydroxide. The gel is dried slowly with the 
enclosed salts and alkali which are subsecjuently washed out. 
Excess of alkali increases the porosity of the product.^ 

As early as 1906, Ipatiev'^ employed nickel oxides as catalytic 
agents for hydrogenation, working at temperatures around 250° 
and at 100 atmospheres pressure. Later Ledford and Erdmann^ 
found nickel oxides to be efficient catalyst for the hydrogenation 
of oils The oxides were considered to be superior to nietallic 
nickel: first, because the velocity of h 3 ^drogenation is more rapid 
with the former; and second, because the oxides are much less 
sensitive to the action of poisons such as sulfur, chlorine, and 
carbon monoxide. The latter gas is especially poisonous to 
nickel, but in technical hydrogenation with oxides, it can be 
allowed to accumulate in the system without having any effect 
except to dilute the S 3 \stem. Nickelous and nickelic oxides are 
effective at 250'^; at temperatures as low as 180°, the most effi¬ 
cient catalyst appears to be suboxide, possibly Ni 20 , which forms 
colloidal solutions in oil. Indeed, the increased activity of the 
higher oxides, after using for a short time, is attributed to the 
fonnation of a colloidal solution of nickel suboxide. 

Since nickel oxide is reduced by hj’^drogen at 190°, it is claimed 
by some that the actual hydrogen carrier in Erdmann experi¬ 
ments was metallic nickel.® This does not seem to be the case, 
since the catalyst freed from the hardened oil is a strongly mag- 

^ Of, Whitner: J, Am, Ceram. Soc., 4, 357 (1921). 

® Hedvall: Z. anorg. Chem., 103, 249 (1918). 

8 Edison: U. S. Patents 1083355-1083356 (1914); 1167484 (1916). 

* J. R'ass, Phys.-Chem. Soc„ 38, 75 (1906); 39, 693 (1907); 40, 1 (1908). 

^J. prakt. Chem,., (2) 87, 245 (1913); J. Russ. Phys.-Chem. Soc., 46, 
616 (1913); British Patent 29612 (1910); 18122 (1913). 

® Meigin and Bartels; praki. Chem., (2) 89, 290 (1914). 
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netic black powder which does not form a carbonyl and does not 
conduct the current as does nickel. Moreover, finely divided 
nickel is a hydrogenation catalyst either in the presence or 
absence of moisture, whereas the suboxide is inactive except in 
the presence of moisture.^ According to Erdmann, the suboxide 
forms an additive product with the oil which assists in preventing 
reduction to metallic nickel. 

Sabatier and Espel- prepared what they took to be NLiO by 
reducing NiO with hydrogen at 220"^; but this differs from the 
catalyst, as it forms a carbonyl. Erdmann prepared an oxide 
very similar in properties to that obtained from the hardened 
oil by electrical reduction of potassium nickel cyanide.^ The 
product was colloidally dispersed by oil and proved to be a good 
catalyst for hydrogenation. While the evidence points to the 
existence of a catalytically active suboxide of nickel, its composi¬ 
tion has not been established with certainty.^ 

A sol of nickel hydroxide results on mixing solutions containing 
equivalent amounts of nickel tartrate and potassium hydroxide. 
If the solutions are as concentrated as normal, precipitation 
takes place slowly giving a transparent green jelly; but if the 
solutions are dilute, say iV/10, a sol forms which can be purified 
by dialysis. 

The gel precipitated from nickel chloride solution by alkali 
is peptized by washing. Using W/IO solutions, six or seven 
washings by decantation suffice. Tower^ attributes the stabili¬ 
zation to potassium chloride, since sol formation is retarded or 
prevented by washing either too little or too much. One mol 
of KCl to 200 mols of Ni(OH )2 was found to be the limiting ratio 
for a stable sol.® 

1 Senderens and Abotjlenc: Bull. soc. chim.j (4) 17, 14 (1915). 

^Compt. rend., 158, 668 (1914). 

3 Cf. Moore: Chem. News, 71, 82 (1895). 

* MUller: Pogg. Ann., 136, 59 (1869); Glaser: Z. miorg. Chem., 36, 18 
(1903); TscHUGAEvand Ichlopine: Compt. rend., 159, 62 (1914); Berger: 
Compt. rend., 158, 1798 (1914); 174, 1341 (1922); cf., however, WOhler 
and Balz: Z. Elektrochem., 27, 406 (1921); Levi and Tacchini: Gazz. chim. 
ital., 55, 28 (1925). 

3 Tower and Cooke: J. Phys. Chem., 26, 728 (1922); Tower: Ibid., 28, 
176 (1924). 

® Paal and BrOnjes: Ber., 47, 2200 (1914). 
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Hydkous Nickelic Oxide and Nickel Peroxide 


By passing chlorine or bromine through a suspension of nickel 
hydroxide or by warming a nickel salt with an alkali hypochlorite 
or hypobromite, a black precipitate is thrown down which was 
assigned the formula, Ni 203 * 31120.^ This is in error in tw^o 
respects: Not only is the water content indefinite,^ but the degree 
of oxidation of the nickel varies with the nature of the oxidizing 
agent, the rapidity of oxidation, and the temperature.® Under 
no conditions is pure hydrous Ni 203 precipitated; and with 
bromine at 0°, the ratio of nickel to oxygen approaches 1:2 
liowelP showed that both hydrous Ni 2<>3 and Ni ()2 are formed 
simultaneously during the action of alkali and hypochlorite on 
Ni(OH) 2 . Since Ni 203 in not oxidized, there is a limit to the 
oxygen content of the precipitate. Moreover, unlike cobalt 
dioxide, Ni ()2 is instable, decomposing to NiO without the inter¬ 
mediate formation of NioOa. The rate of decomposition of the 
dioxide is accelerated b}^ heat; but excess alkali stabilizes it by 
adsorption. Ni 2()3 has the structure represented by NiO •Ni02.^ 
A greenish-gray compound having the composition Ni02 * XH 2 O 
is obtained by mixing 30 per cent hydrogen peroxide with a dilute 
alcoholic solution of nickel chloride cooled to 50°, followed by 
the addition of alcoholic potassium hydroxide.Unlike the 
black dioxide, the green compound behaves like hydrogen 
peroxide. The latter is, therefore, regarded as a true peroxide 



and the former as Ni 




A peroxide of nickel is 


formed by the electrolytic oxidation of the metal and plays a 
part in the Edison battery,^ 


1 Wachter: J, prakt. Chem., 30, 327 (1843); Veil: Compt. rend,, 180, 
211 (1925). 

2 Carnelley and Walker: J. Chem. Soc., 63, 91 (1888). 

3 Bbllucci and Clavari: Atti acccul. Lincei, 14, II, 234 (1905). 

* J. Chem. Soc., 123, 669, 1772 (1923). 

® Clark, Asbury, and Wick: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 47, 2661 (1925). 

* Pellini and Meneghini: Z. anorg. Chem., 60, 178 (1908). 

^Tubandt and Riedel: Ber., 44, 2565 (1911); Z. anorg. Chem., 72, 219 

(1911); cf., however, Tanatar: Ber., 42, 1516 (1909). 

*Foeh8Ter: Z. Elektrochem,, 13, 414 (1907); 14, 17 (1908); Riesenfeld: 
Ibid., 12, 621 (1906); cf., however, Zedner: lUd., 11, 809 (1905); 12, 463 
(1906); 13, 752 (1907). 
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The black hydrous dioxide of nickel is f)e{)tized by small 
amounts of organic acids, such as acetic, citn(5, and tartaric, 
forming a very stable colloid. Peptization results simply on 
washing the hydrous oxide with cold water, but the sol obtained 
in this way is not stabled 

IlYJmoUS SlLVKH OXIDK 

By mixing a dilute solution of silver nitrate and KOH in 90 
per cent alcohol at —45°, hydrous silver oxide comes dovvui as a 
flocculent mass almost pure white in colord As the temperature 
rises, it changes in color from pale brown to brown, owing to 
loss of adsorbed water and agglomeration of the j)a.rticles. 4'he 
hydrous oxide precipitated at room temperature is brown, but 
becomes black on dr^dng at temperatures as low as 50 to 60°. 
Pure Ag20 decomposes slightly even at 100°'^ and it does not give 
up all its adsorbed water until a temperature of 280° is reached; 
accordingly, pure Ag 2 () cannot be obtained.^ 

A silver oxide sol is formed both by heating silver wire to red¬ 
ness and plunging it suddenly into water,^ and by mixing a dilute 
iV/40 solution of AgNO^ with a slight excess of KOH of similar 
concentration.''’ A stable sol is obtained only when the hydrous 
oxide is formed in the presence of a protective colloid such as 
tanniip or Paabs sodium protalbinate and lysalbinatc.® 

The IIydkoijs Oxides of Gold 

Auric Oxide. —The hydrous oxide formed by treating auric 
chloride with alkali or by decomposing potassium aurate with 
acid is always contaminated with adsorbed alkali or salt which 

1 Txibandt and Riedel: Z. anorg. Cheni., 72, 219 (1911). 

2 Bruce: Chem. News, 60, 208 (1884). 

* Rose: Pogg, Ann., 86, 314 (1852). 

* Madsen: Z. anorg, Chem,, 79, 200 (1913); Hardin: J. Am.. Chem. Soc., 
18, 994 (1898); Lea: Am. J. Sci., (3) 44, 240 (1892). 

®Kimura: Mem. Coll. Sci., Kyoto Imp, IJniv., 6, 211 (1913). 

® Lottermoser : J. prakt. Chem., (2) 72, 39 (1905). 

^ Sensburg: German Patent 208189 (1907). 

® pAAL and Voss: Ber., 37, 3862 (1904); Lottermoseb: /. prakt. Chem., 
(2) 71, 296 (1905). 
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cannot be removed by washing.^ It may be obtained pure by 
heating a solution of gold chloride with magnesia and decompos¬ 
ing the residue with nitric acid.- The hydrous oxide is yellow or 
olive green, depending on the method of formation, and becomes 
brown to black on drying. A sample precipitated from potas¬ 
sium aurate with acid contained more than 8 II 2 O to lAu 203 ;^ 
and one thrown down from the chloride solution with barium 
hydroxide approached the composition Au 2 () 3 - 3 H 2 ()^ when dried 
in vacuum over calcium chloride, and Au 2 ().‘{ * 1120 ^ when dried 
over phosf)horus pentoxide. These data offer no proof of the 
existence of a definite hydrate, and it is altogether likely that 
none is formed. Like hj^drous silver oxide, the gold compound 
decomposes below the temperature at which all of the adsorbed 
water can be driven off. At a composition corresponding 
to the formula, AU 2 O 2 , gold dioxide,*' has been o))tained, but the 
identity of such a com{)ound has not been established. 

Aurous Oxide. —If a solution of an aurous salt^ is treated with 
potassium hydroxide, a dark-violet j^recipitate results, which is 
vsaid to be aurous hydroxide; but there is no evidence to support 
this view, and it is probably An 20 with adsorbed water. A 
similar product is obtained by hydrolysis of an aurous salt** or 
by reduction of an auric salt with mercurous nitrate.^ The 
hydrous oxide appears to give up all its adsorbed water at 200 °, 
and oxygen is not evolved until a somewhat higher temperature. 
The freshly precipitated and washed gel is peptized by shaking 
with water^® forming a fairly stable indigo-blue sol with a brown 
fluorescence.^^ The sol shows a maximum adsorption between 

1 ScHOTTLANDEU: Z/iWngr’s Arm. Chem., 217, 312 (1883). 

* Pelletier: Arm. chim. phya., (2) 15, 113 (1820); LexMier: J. Aw. Chem. 
Sac,, 26, 1137 (1903); Morris: Ibid., 40, 917 (1918). 

® Ficutier: Ann. chim. phys., (3) 11, 336 (1844). 

4 WirrsTEix: Fharm. Viericljahr, 16, 21 (1866). 

^Kruss: Her., 19, 2541 (1886). 

®KHtjss:Loc. cit.; Dudley: Aw. Chem. J., 28, 61 (1902). 

^Berzelius: Jahresber., 199 (1846); IvKiiss: Liebig's Ann. Chem., 237, 
274 (1887); Prat: Compt. rend., 70, 840 (1870). 

® Schoitlander: Ann. Chem., 217, 312 (1883). 

® Fkjuier: Ann. chim. phys., (2) 41, 167 (1829); (3) 11, 336 (1844). 

'^‘KrChh: Ber., 19, 2541 (1886); Liebig's Ann, Chem., 237, 274 (1887). 

“ Vanino: Ber., 38, 462 (1905). 
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7 = 586.5 and 597.5;^ while the maximum adsorption for col¬ 
loidal gold is 7 = 535. By boiling the sol or by allowing it to 
stand several days, the dark-violet hydrous oxide is precipitated. 
The stability of the sol would probably be increased by more 
thorough washing, preferably with a centrifuge, before shaking 
with water. 

' VociEi,: “Dio prakt. Spektralanalyso iridisolier StofTe,” Berlin, 1,489 
(1889). 



CHAPTER VI 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF BERYLLIUM, MAGNESIUM, 
ZINC, CADMIUM, AND MERCURY 

Hydrous Beryllium Oxide 

Hydrous beryllium oxide is obtained in a gelatinous condition 
by adding ammonia to a solution of beryllium salt. In this 
form it possesses a high adsorption capacity and cannot be 
washed free from the mother liquor. The washing must be 
carried out in the absence of carbon dioxide, since Parsons and 
Roberts’- found that the freshly formed oxide will take up as 
much as one-third of an equivalent of the gas. The hydrous 
oxide is readily soluble in dilute acids, alkalies, ammonium 
carbonate, and alkali bicarbonates as well as in solutions of 
beryllium salts. The great solubility of the hydrous oxide in 
sodium bicarbonate serves to distinguish beryllium and to sepa¬ 
rate it quantitatively from iron and aluminum.^ Like most 
gelatinous oxides, the adsorbability and solubility of hydrous 
beryllia decrease slowly on standing at room temperature and 
rapidly at higher temperatures, particularly if heated in a cur¬ 
rent of steam or in the presence of a solution of ammonia or of 
alkali hydroxide or carbonate.^ The ageing is accompanied 
not only by a marked diminution in specific surface but by a 
change from amorphous to a definite crystalline form, as shown 
by x-radiograms.^ Bohm and Niclassen^ obtained a complete 
series of photographs showing the transformation from the 
amorphous to the stable crystalline modification. In this 

^ Science j 24, 39 (1906). 

2 Parsons: “The Chemistry of Beryllium,” 9, 27 (1908). 

•'* Haber and van Oordt: Z. anorg. Chem.y 38 , 377 (1904); van Oordt: 
German Patent 165488 (1903). 

* Freitndlich: “ Kapillarchemie,” 2(1 ed., 456 (1922). 
anorg, Chem,^ 132 , 1 (1924). 
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instance the a^ 2 ;eing is a concomitant of crystallization as well as 
of the formation of a hydrated oxide or hydroxide from a hydrous 
oxide. A similar thing happens with hydrous aluminum oxide 
and with hydrous cupric oxide under certain conditions; but 
these cases constitute the exceptions rather than the rule. 
Indeed, the hydrous oxides of chromium and zirconium exhibit 
the ageing phenoniemon to a marked degree without even under¬ 
going crystalli zation. 

The water content of the amorphous gelatinous oxide is indefi¬ 
nite, depending on the temperature and vapor i)ressiire of the 
surrounding air.^ The various hydrated beryllium hydroxides 
described by Atterberg^ and others merely represent different 
stages in the removal of adsorbed water from a hydrous oxide. 
When heated a little above 150°, the amorphous compound goes 
over into a different chemical individual, crystalline Ile(()ll )2 
or BeO-H 2 <), which does not dissociate until a tenificrature of 
approximately 215° is reached. The crystalline hydroxide 
thrown down by heating a solution of gelatinous oxide in alkali 
has the composition BeO*Il 20 when dried over sulfuric acid 
at 15° and maintains it up to above 200°. The monohydrate is 
slightly hygroscopic, adsorbing as much as 0.51120 from satu¬ 
rated air but giving it up again in dry air; after losing O. 5 H 2 O 
by heating above 200°, the constitution of the compound is 
definitely changed, for it will then adsorb as much as a mol of 
water in moist air, giving it up entirely in dry air; similarly, 
by heating to 280°, the water content is reduced to O.I 3 H 2 O 
and again it will adsorb a mol or more of water, which it gives up 
in dry air until the composition is BeO • O.I 8 TI 2 O. X-radiograms 
of the monohydrate and of the compound heated to 280° should 
be obtained to determine whether the increased power of the 
latter to adsorb water is due to the transformation to an amor¬ 
phous compound or one with a different crystal lattice. When 
either the gelatinous oxide or the crystalline hydroxide is heated 
to red heat, the anhydrous oxide no longer adsorbs water, 
probably owing to the cutting down of the extent of surface by 
sintering. 

* Van Bemmelen: J. prakt. Uhem., (2) 26, 227 (1882); Z, anorg. Chem,, 
18, 126 (180<S). 

2 Kongl Svenska Vet. Akad. Hand.,, 12, 1 (1873). 
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TIk' solul)iliiy of the gelatinous oxide in dilute alkalies and 
alkali bicarbonates has been determined by a nunjl)er of investi¬ 
gators/ but the values are not constant, since they depend on the 
method of preparation and the age of the sample, as recognized 
clearly by Haber and van Oordt.^ IMeyer and Kaufmann® 
recognize three modifications of the oxide; A, the readily soluble 
gelatinous form to which they assign the formula, 2 Re 0 *H 20 or 
ri2lk^20.j; B, the less soluble crystalline monohydrate thrown 
down from alkali solutions; and C, a still less soluble rnonoydrate 
obtained by drying C. Obviously, one may obtain intermediate 
modifications with intermediate properties between A and B and 
between B and C, if one desires. In other words, the gelatinous 
precipitate may show a continuous variation in properties from 
the instable, voluminous, and highly soluble oxide to the stable, 
relatively insoluble, and slightly adsorptive crystalline mono¬ 
hydrate. Similarly the crystalline compound possesses prop¬ 
erties which may vary continuously through certain limits 
depending on the size of the crystals and the physical structure 
of the mass. The rapidity with which the highly adsorptive 
gelatinous oxide goes over into a slightly adsorptive condition, 
particularly at 100°, may account for Prud^homme’s^ observation 
that beryllia does not act as a mordant. 

Beryllium hydroxide possesses a very slight acidic character"' 
and forms beryllates with alkalies. The salts, Be(OK )2 and 
Be(()Na) 2 , have been obtained in a ciystalline form from alco¬ 
holic solution.® About 40 per cent of an aqueous solution of the 
sodium salt is hydrolyzed in a 0.1 N solution.’^ According 
to Hantzsch the solution of hydrous beryllia in alkali is partly 
beryllate. From a concentrated solution, Be(OH )2 precipitates 
spontaneously on standing for a long time or rapidly on heating. 

^Gmelin: Pogg, Ann., 60, 175 (1840); Schaffgotsch: Ibid., 60, 183 
(1840); Hantzsch: Z. anorg. Chem., 30, 289 (1902); Rubenbauek: Ibid., 30, 
331 (1902); Wood: J. Chem. Soc., 97, 878 (1910). 

2 Z. anorg. Chem., 38, 377 (1904). 

» Z. anorg. Chem., 82, 71 (1913). 

< Bull. soc. chim., [3] 13, 509 (1895). 

® Hantzsch: Z. anorg. Chem., 30, 289 (1902); Ley: Z. physik. Chem., 30, 
218 (1899). 

®KRt)S8 and Mouaht: Ldehig's Ann. Chem., 260, 173 (1890). 

T Wood: J. Chem. Soc., 97, 878 (1910). 
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r t seems likely that the first step in the solution process is pep¬ 
tization by preferential adsorption of hydroxyl ion. This is 
followed by the formation of beryllate, the breaking down of 
which gives granular crystals of the difficullty soluble crystalline 
hydroxide. As Ostwald^ points out, the stable hydroxide 
is not present in the original solution which soon becomes 
supersaturated with respect to it; but precipitation can commence 
only after the first traces have come down, a step that occurs 
slowly at ordinary temperatures, but rapidly when the solution 
is heated. Unlike alumina, hydrous beryllia is neither peptized 
nor dissolved by ammonia^ or by methyl- or ethylamine.^ 

To prepare beryllium hydroxide free from adsorbed material, 
Parsons, Robinson, and Fuller^ dissolve the impure gelatinous 
hydrous oxide in ammonium carbonate, and precipitate the basic 
carbonate with steam. The latter compound is decomposed by 
boiling with frequently renewed portions of water while a stream 
of air is passed through the liquid. The product is almost free 
from adsorbed ammonia^ or carbonate. 

Concentrated solutions of normal beryllium salts can dissolve 
2 to 6 equivalents of hydrous beryllia; thus, the oxalate or sulfate 
dissolves nearly 3 equivalents, the chloride 4, and the acetate 
nearly 6. In every case the hydrous oxide precipitates on dilu¬ 
tion, although the precipitation is not complete. This solution 
is not due to the formation of a molecular complex nor is there 
any evidence of sol formation.® Parsons^ believes the dissolved 
beryllium salt merely acts as a solvent for hydrous beryllium 
oxide in the same manner as a water solution of acetic acid dis¬ 
solves camphor which is itself insoluble in water; or as a solution 
of potassium iodide dissolves iodine without forming the hypo¬ 
thetical Kla. 

If hydrous beryllium oxide is precipitated in the presence of 
boric acid, the distribution of the latter between the hydrous 

1 ^^The Principles of Inorganic Chemistry,” London, 646 (1902). 

* Weeren: Pogg. Ann., 92, 91 (1854). 

8Renz: Ber,, 86, 2751 (1903). 

*C/. Britton: J. Chem, Soc,, 121, 2612 (1922). 

® J, Phys. Chem.y 11, 651 (1907); cf. Parsons and Barnes: J. Am. Chem. 
Soc., 28, 1589 (1906). 

® Parsons, Robinson and Fuller: J. Phys. Chem.y 11, 661 (1907). 

V. Phys. Chem., 11, 659 (1907). 
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oxide and water is independent of the concentration of boric acid, 
both at 20 and 100°. Similarly, the composition of the precipi¬ 
tate formed by mixing sodium borate and beryllium sulfate 
varies with the concentration and the relative proportion of the 
reacting substances. It is evident, therefore, that the so-called 
beryllium borates,^ like a large number of alleged beryllium com¬ 
pounds,- are, in reality, solid solutions of boric acid and hydrous 
beryllium oxide. ^ Arsenious oxide likewise seems to form solid 
solutions with beryllium oxide at 100°; but at room temperature, 
the acid is adsorbed by the gel giving a well-defined adsorption 
Isotherm.^ A freshly formed hydrous oxide adsorbs^ acid dyes, 
such as eosin and Congo red, the latter being taken up more 
strongly than by hydrous alumina. It also adsorbs invertin 
and amylase more strongly than alumina. Basic dyes, such as 
methylene blue, are adsorbed very slightly, and the same is 
true for acetic acid, grape sugar, and tributyrin. The adsorption 
capacity of gels decreases rapidly with age on account of the 
rapid change from a gelatinous to a granular structure. 

While colloidal solutions of hydrous beryllium oxide have not 
been described in detail, Bohm and Niclassen*^ prepared a clear 
concentrated sol by peptizing freshly made gelatinous oxide with 
a small amount of 0.05 N hydrochloric acid. Since the gelati¬ 
nous oxide runs through the filter paper when an attempt is made 
to wash out adsorbed salts, there is little doubt that a pure 
sol could be prepared by thorough washing of the hydrous gel 
using the centrifuge or supercentrifuge. 

So far as known, hydrous beryllium oxide has no industrial 
applications, but anhydrous beryllia finds an important applica¬ 
tion in the manufacture of incandescent gas mantles. A very 
small amount of BeO gives greater strength to the mantle and 
so is of particular value for mantles which are given special shapes, 
such as those for use with a pressure system. In this connection 
it may be mentioned that beryllium nitrate is sometimes added 

^ Bleyer and Pazuski: Kolloid-Z., 14, 295 (1914). 

® Parsons: “The Chemistry of Beryllium,” 69 (1908). 

3 KrCss and Moraht: Ber., 23 , 727 (1890). 

* Bleyer and MOller: Arch. Pharm., 261 , 304 (1913); Z. arwrg. Chem., 
76 , 285 (1913). 

^Kleebero: Kolloi(LZ., 37 , 17 (1025). 

« Z. anorg. Cheni., 132 , 5 (1924). 
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to the collodion for mantle coating to increase the protection 
given the mantle,^ 

The crystals of beryllia obtained from an electric arc furnace 
are almost as hard as corundum, and so it is sometimes mixed 
with other substances as an abrasive,^ The oxide would also 
seem to possess certain advantages over magnesia as a refractory 
for crucibles. It has a high melting point, 2450°, and after cal¬ 
cination it resists acid corrosion much more effectively than 
magnesia.The oxide has also shown some promise as a body 
in paints and in the manufacture of certain dental products and 
synthetic gems. 


JIyokous Maoxesium IIvoroxide 

Magnesium hydroxide in a fiocculent hydrous condition is 
formed by the action of water on magnesia obtained from the 
naturally occurring carbonate, magnesia an)a.^ The precipi¬ 
tated mass is not a hydrous oxide as is so frequently the case, 
but is a hydrous hydrate*^ made up of very finely divided particles 
which adsorb alkali so strongly^ that its presence prevents the 
adsorption of sulfate and chloride.® The oxide is more soluble 
when first formed, going over to a less soluble crystalline form 
quickly when the magnesium ion concentration is high, and more 
slowly when it is low."^ X-radiograms show the microcrystalline 
particles to possess a structure identical with natural brucite.^ 
Large crystals of the hydrate are formed by heating magnesium 
chloride with an excess of potash in a limited volume of water.® 
The fiocculent hydroxide dried over sulfuric acid at 100 to 
200° adsorbs more than 1.5 II 2 O, which it gives up in a dry atmos- 


1 C/. James: Metal Ind,, 11, 66 (1917). 

2 Berzelius: SchweiggeSs 16 , 236 (1815); Lebeau: Compt. rend., 123 , 
818 (1896); Ann. chim. phys., (7) 16 , 457 (1899). 

3 Deville: Cornpt. rend., 61 , 975 (1865); Ditfe: Ibid., 73 , 191 (1871). 

4 Van Bemmelen: J. prakt. Chem., 26 , 238 (1882). 

® Grotjvelle: Ann. chim. phys., (2) 17 , 354 (1821); Marchand and 
SchCber: J. prakt. Chem., (1) 60 , 385 (1850). 

® Patten: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 26 , 186 (1903). 

^ Gjaldbaek: Z. anorg. Chem., 144 , 145, 269 (1925). 

3 Bohm and Niclassen: Z. anorg. Chem., 132 , 6 (1924). 

® De Schulten: Compt, rend., 101 , 72 (1885), 
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phero.^ Ilie amount of adsorbed water taken up decreases with 
the temperature of ignition and the anhydrous oxide obtained 
at high temperatures li^^drates very slowly. CampbelP burned 
magnesite between 000 and 800®, obtaining an impure oxide which 
liydrates completely in 3 days. Between 1000 and 1100®, the 
magnesia was said to undergo a change resulting in a marked 
decrease in the rate of hydration until at 1450®, about the tem¬ 
perature used in burning Portland cement, the oxide, immersed 
in water for 18 months, combines with 00 per cent of that neces¬ 
sary to form Mg()-Il20. Le C’hatelier^ gave 1()00® as the trans¬ 
formation temperature, and Parravano and Mazzetti^ placed it 
at 800®, at the same time calling attention to the effect of impur¬ 
ities on the transformation temperatures; thus, ferric oxide 
hastens it. Mellor^ pointed out the absence of a definite 
transformation temperature and showed the change to proceed 
more quickly the higher the temperature of calcination. Mellor 
attributed the change to a conversion from amorphous to crystal¬ 
line periclase; but this cannot be the case, as HedvalP' found the 
oxide formed at various temperatures to have a cubic- 
lattic crystal structure which underwent no change on heating. 
The specific gravity of calcined magnesia varies, however, between 
3.0 and 3.6, depending not only on the method of preparation 
but on the temperature of calcination. The low-temperature 
low-specific-gravity oxide not only reacts much more rapidly 
with water than the oxide formed at high temperatures, but the 
former possesses a greater adsorption capacity for gases and 
moisture, and dissolves more rapidly in acids. ^ Although the 
melting point of magnesia is in the neighborhood of 2500®, it 
undoubtedly sinters at a much lower temperature, and this change 
in physical character probably accounts for the difference in 
reactivity of the oxide ignited at different temperatures. 

1 Van Bemmelkn: *‘Die Ab.sorpiion,'^ 369 (1910). 

2 J. Ind. Eng, Chem., 1, 665 (1909). 

^Compi. rend., 102, 1243 (1883). 

* Atti accad. lAncH, (5) 30 I, 63 (1921). 

® Tram. Ceram. Soc., 16, 85 (1917). 
anorg. Chem., 120, 327 (1922). 

^ Ditte: Compi. rend., 73, 111, 191, 220 (1871); Anderson: J. Chem. Soc., 
87. 257 (1905). 
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Magnesia Cement. —It is an interesting fact that magnesia 
prepared by heating the chloride or nitrate to redness possesses 
hydraulic properties similar to Portland cement in that it sets 
to a rigid mass when mixed with a limited quantity of water. ^ 
If the nitrate is calcined at as low a temperature as 350®, the 
resulting magnesia will not set; if calcined at 440 to 500®, 
the magnesia hardens under water and at the end of 2 months is 
like polished marble; but if heated to 1200° or more, the oxide 
loses its power to set. The oxide obtained by gentle ignition of 
natural magnesite also possesses hydraulic properties but that 
obtained from synthetic carbonates will not set, although it 
appears to react readily with water. This difference cannot be 
due to the presence of impurities in the natural product, since 
an hydraulic oxide is formed by converting the synthetic car¬ 
bonate to nitrate and igniting the latter. As will be discussed in 
Chap. XVIII, the setting of such substances as Portland cement 
and plaster of Paris involves the formation of a gel structure,*^ 
and the same is probably true in the setting of magnesia. The 
temperature of ignition and the structure of the calcined sub¬ 
stance determine the physical character of the oxide, and these, 
in turn, determine the rate of hydration and the nature of the 
resulting product. As in the preparation of jellies by precipi¬ 
tation, a suitable rate of agglomeration of highly hydrous par¬ 
ticles is essential for obtaining a firm jelly structure. 

Magnesia possessing setting properties is sometimes used in 
conjunction with lime for mortar making in districts where only 
magnesium limestone is available. Similarly, gently calcined 
magnesia is mixed with crushed dead-burnt magnesia in manu¬ 
facturing firebricks so widely used in the basic Bessemer steel 
process. The hydraulic magnesia gives plasticity to the paste 
formed by mixing the materials with water to permit of molding. 

SorePs magnesia cement consists of a mixture® of magnesia with 
a concentrated solution of magnesium chloride, sp. gr. 1.16 to 
1.26. This sets in a short time to a compact mass made up of 

1 Deville: Compt. rend.y 61, 975 (1865); Schwarz: Dingier s polytech, J., 
186, 25 (1867); Knapp: Ibid,, 202, 513 (1872). 

*C/. Michaelis: Kolloid-Z,, 6, 9 (1909); 7, 320 (1910); Keisermann: 
KolMdchem. Beihefte, 1, 423 (1910). 

* Sorel: Compt, rend,, 65, 102 (1867). 
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minute interlacing crystals^ of what has })cen assumed to f)C 
basic chloride. People are unable to agree on the formula of the 
hypothetical salt, and it is probably only an indefinite solid 
solution of magnesium oxide and chloride. The chloride may be 
dissolved out completely with boiling water, leaving hard mag¬ 
nesium oxide. The cement can be prepared by adding water to a 
suitable mixture of dry components. “ It possesses marked 
mechanical strength and is used for cementing glass and metal 
and for making artificial stones; e.g,, xylolith is made from saw¬ 
dust, cement, and water. 

The tendency of calcined magnesia to take up water and 
expand is of importance in the cement industry, since the presence 
of as much as 2 to A per cent of uncombined magnesia would give 
a concrete that would disintegrate from excessive expansion.^ 

In addition to the applications mentioned, hydrous magnesium 
hydroxide has been substituted for charcoal as a clarifier in the 
refining of sugar,^ Its mild basic action has been utilized in 
pharmaceutical preparations as an antacid. Milk of magnesia 
is a fairly stable suspension of the hydrous oxide that is widely 
employed as a mouth wash; in the preparation of modified milk 
for infants; and in combating hyperacidity of the stomach. 

Rhythmic Bands. —The precipitation of magnesium hydroxide 
in gelatin in the form of rhythmic bands has been investigated 
quantitatively by Popp.^ When ammonia diffuses into gelatin 
containing magnesium chloride, it is found that with increasing 
concentration of magnesium salt, the rings increase in number 
and thickness, and the space between them decreases; with dimin¬ 
ishing ammonia concentration, the rings decrease in number and 
thickness, and the space between them increases; adding ammo¬ 
nium chloride causes the number and thickness of the rings to 
decrease and the space between them to increase; with diminishing 
gelatin concentration, both tlie rings and the space between them 
increase, the number remaining the same. The rhythmic precip- 

^Luhmann: Chem. Ztg,, 25, 345 (1901); Kriegek: Ibid,, 34, 246 (1910). 

* Of. Kraner: German Patent 143933 (1902); Lyte and Tatters: Brit¬ 
ish Patent 11545 (1890). 

® Campbell and White: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 28, 1273 (1906); Campbell: 
J. I fid. Eng. Chem., 1, 665 (1909). 

< Hake: J. Soc. Chem. Ind., 2, 149 (1883). 

Kolloid-Z., 36, 208 (1925). 
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itation takes place also in clay, aji^ar, silica p;el, fine sand, and 
j»;lass beads in water. To account for these and other Liesegang 
phenomena, AVolfgang Ostwald^ postulates the existence of three 
principal diffusion waves in all reacting systems giving typical 
periodic precipitates; The added electrolyte diffuses into the gel; 
the electrolyte in the gel diffuses outward; and the electrolyte 
produced by the reaction may diffuse in both directions. In 
many instances the soluble reaction product possesses a higher 
rate of diffusion than one or both of the reactants. Ostwald 
assumes further that many and probably all reactions giving 
Liesegang rings [ire biilanced reactions. Pi*ecipitation, therefore, 
depends on certain critical concentrations of reactants which 
vary over wide ranges through the interference of diffusion waves. 
In support of the theory, it was shown that many Liesegang 
rings are destroyed by subsequent introduction, by diffusion, of 
the electrolyte produced in the reaction. Thus, bands of mag¬ 
nesium hydroxide are destroyed by allowing ammonium chloride 
to diffuse into the gel supporting them. The converse of rhyth¬ 
mic precipitation, n[imcly rhythmic solution, may sometimes 
be produced by adding a reaction product. Thus a uniform 
precipitate of lead sulfate in gelatin gel containing ammonia 
is converted into rings by the interdiffusion of concentrated 
ammonium chloride. Ccontinuous precipitation results if one 
reactant is replaced by a compound not giving a balanced 
reaction, as evidenced by the failure to get bands when alkali 
is substituted for ammonia in the precipitation of magnesium 
hydroxide in gelatin. The distribution of chloride ions in a 
gelatin jelly containing magnesium chloride was found after 
the diffusion of ammonia, to show periodic variation between 
values much higher and much lower than those in the original gel. 

Wolfgang Ostwald’s theory of rhythmic banding is merely 
an extension of Holmes'^ diffusion theory based on Frick^s law 
of diffusion. The influence of such phenomena as supersatura¬ 
tion, ^ peptization and coagulation of the precipitate,^ adsorption 

1 Kolloid-Z, {Zsigmondy Festschrift), 36, 380 (1925). 

2 jr. Am. Chem. Soc., 40, 1187 (1918). 

3 Ostwald; “Lehrbuch allgem. Chemie,^' 2d ed., 2, 778. 

^Freundlich: ^^Kapillarchemie,'' 2d cd., 1009 (1922); Sen and Dear: 

KollM-Z., 34, 270 (1924). 



BERYLLIUM, MAGNEEIVM, ZINC, CADMIUM, MERCURY 169 


of reacting solutes by the precipitate/ etc. is looked upon as a 
secondary factor in the banding process. 

Stable sols of hydrous magnesium hydroxide in water have not 
been prepared without the aid of a protective colloid; but a 
typical sol of great stability is formed by shaking magnesia with 
methyl alcohol.'^ 


Hydrous Zinc Oxide 

The voluminous precipitate obtained by adding the calculated 
amount of ammonia or alkali to a solution of zinc salt is hydrous 
zinc oxide, the amount of adsorbed water depending on the 
exact method of formation, the temperature, and the age of the 
sample.’^ If the precipitation is carried out at 100°, it contains 
less than 1 per cent of adsorbed water. Although the oxide 
newly formed in the cold is a transparent gel,^ it (luickly becomes 
flocculent and later powdery, the change being accompanied by a 
gradual transformation into the crystalline state. ^ The hydrous 
oxide ages more rapidly if precipitated from chloride rather 
than from nitrate; and in the presence of alkali rather than water. 
As in the case of hydrous beryllium oxide, the microcrystalline 
mass formed on standing in the cold always contains more water 
than corresponds to Zn 0 -H 20 , and in this state, it is probably 
hydrous zinc hydroxide. Kaufmann^ observed a gradual loss 
of water on heating a precipitated hydrous zinc oxide to 125°, 
where it had the composition Zn(()H )2 which it maintained to 
180°, and then broke down gradually, giving anhydrous ZnO 
at a low red heat. There are no hydrates of Zn(OH) 2 , as assumed 
by De Forcrand^ and Boedecker.^ 

^ Bradford: Biochem, J., 10, 169 (1005). 

2 Neuberg and Rewald: Kolloid-Z., 2, 354 (1908). 

3 Goudriaan: Rec. trav. chivi., 39, 505 (1920). 

^Linder and Picton: J. Chern, Soc., 61, 130 (1892). 

® Fricke and Ahrndts: Z. anorg. Chem., 134, 344 (1924); Frickk: Ibid., 
136, 48 (1924); B5hm and Niclassen: Ibid,, 132, I (1924). 

* Dissertation, Miinchen, 69 (1913); c/. Pascal: Compl. rend,, 177, 765 
(1923). 

^ Compt. rend,, 136, 36 (H>02). 

^Uebig's Ann. Chem,, 94, 358 (1855). 
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The hydrous precipitates adsorb chloride, nitrate, and espe¬ 
cially sulfate^ so strongly that they cannot be purified completely 
by washing.2 Large crystals of Zn(OH) 2 , exhibiting a very slight 
adsorption capacity, precipitate spontaneously from the alkali 
solution prepared in a variety of ways. Thus, Goudriaan 
obtained long prismatic needles from a solution of normal zinc 
sulfate to which normal potassium hydroxide was added until 
the precipitate first formed just failed to redissolve; and Fricke 
and Ahrndts obtained the usual dense rhombic crystals by 
diluting a solution of the hydroxide in strong alkali. 

The newly formed gel dissolves readily in alkali, 1 atom of 
Zn'* being taken up by approximately 6 of OH'.® On account of 
the ageing of the oxide, the solubility in alkali and ammonia is 
less the older and less hydrous the preparation.'* The variation 
in the solubility has naturally led to the assumption that the 
oxide exists in different polymerized forms or allotropic modifica¬ 
tions, Klein^ recognizes an easily soluble form 2ZnO*H20 and 
two insoluble forms having the composition, Zn(01I)2, analogous 
to Bleyer and Kaufmann’s A, B, and (' beryllium oxides. But as 
in the latter case, the solubility is not definite but varies con¬ 
tinuously from the loose highly gelatinous to the most massive 
granular form. 

Although the alkali solution of hydrous Zn(OH )2 has been 
the subject of repeated investigations during the past 25 years, 
there is still a difference of opinion as to the exact nature of such 
solutions. On account of the very weak acidic character of 
Zn(OH) 2 , Hantzsch® believed that alkalies peptize the latter, 
forming an insoluble sol from which most of the hydroxide 
precipitates on standing, leaving the remainder in solution as 

1 Kuriloff; Chem. Zentr.j 1222 (1901). 

2 Goudriaan: Rec. trav. chim,, 39, 505 (1920); Fricke and Ahrndts: 
Z. amyrg. Chem., 134, 344 (1924); Lorenz: Ibid., 12, 439 (1896); Hall: 
Am. Chern. J., 19, 901 (1897). 

®Rubenbaubr: Z. anorg. Chem., 80, 331 (1902); Herz; 28, 274 

(1901). 

^ Hantzsch: Z. anorg, Chem., 30, 289 (1902); Kunschbrt: Hnd., 41, 337 
(1904). 

^Z. anorg. Chem., 7A, 157 (1912); cf. De Forcrand; Compt. rend., 13i, 
1426 (1902); 136, 36 (1902); Massol: Hull. soc. chim., 13] 16, 1104 (1896)* 
anorg. Chem,, 30, 300 (1902), 
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ziiicate. As Hantzsch worked with dilute alkali solutions, he 
was probably right in concluding that most of the hydroxide 
was peptized; but diffusion experiments^ and electrometric 
measurements*'^ on solutions in concentrated alkali showed the 
presence of alkali zincate. The more concentrated the alkali, 
the more hydroxide it will take up and the more zincate will 
form.® Goudriaan^ determined the 30° isotherm for the system, 
Na 20 -Zn 0 -H 20 . The saturation concentration increases 
rapidly to the triple point, ZnO-Na 2 Zn ()2 *41120, where the com¬ 
position of the solution in weight per cent is 27.8 per cent Na 20 
and 1(5.5 per cent ZnO. The zincate forms well-developed 
crystals decomposed by water and is stable from the triple point 
to the quadruple point, NaZn 02 * 4 H 20 -Na 20 * 3 JI 2 O-H 2 O, at 
39.2 per cent Na 20 and 9.7 per cent ZnO. Sodium zincate forms 
an incongruent solution, the addition of water to the solid salt 
or the dilution of the solution causing ZnO to precipitate. This 
accounts for a number of so-called sodium zincates^ which are 
either metastable or non-existent. While Na 2 Zn 02 appears to be 
the stable salt in strong alkali solution, electromotive determin¬ 
ations of fixed H'ion, on adding sodium hydroxide to solutions 
of zinc salts, indicate the formation of acid zincate in rela¬ 
tively dilute alkali.® Such solutions always contain colloidal 
zinc hydroxide stabilized by preferential adsorption of hydroxyl 
ion. Fricke and Ahrndts claim that potassium hydroxide forms 
chiefly KHZn 02 even in concentrations above 8 AT. 

By dipping red-hot zinc into water, a sol is formed consisting 
of both colloidal zinc and zinc hydroxide.^ A dilute sol results 
by allowing zinc to stand in water for a long time in contact with 

^ Cottrell: Z, physik, Chem,, 42, 418 (1902); Kaufmann: Dissertation, 
MCnchen, 45 (1913); Kkemann: Z. anorg. Che?n., 35, 48 (1903). 

* Dxjtoit and Grobet: J. Chiin. phys., 19, 324 (1921); Fricke and 
Ahrndts: Z, anorg. Chem., 134, 344 (1924). 

® Klein: Z. anorg. Chem., 74, 157 (1912); Rubenbauer: Ibid., 30, 331 
(1902); Wood: J. Chem. Soc., 97, 878 (1910). 

* Rec. trav. chim., 39, 505 (1920). 

® E.g., see Comey and Jackson: Am. Chem. J., 11, 145 (1889). 

® Hildebrand and Bowers: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 38, 785 (1916); c/. also 
Kunschert: Z. anorg. Chem., 41, 337 (1904); Foerster: Z. Elektrochem., 
8, 301 (1899). 

^ Kimura: Mem. Coll. Sd., Kyoto Imp. Univ., 5, 211 (1913). 
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ii ir. ^ With the exception of alkali-peptized colloids, concentrated 
sols have been obtained only in the presence of protective col¬ 
loids, such as potassium soaps- and sodium protalbinate.*^ 
Zinc oxide in the finely divided or colloidal state finds its most 
important application in the anhydrous rather than the hydrous 
condition. Thus, zinc white alone, or mixed with finely ground 
silica or calcium carbonate and ground with linseed oil, forms a 
white paint that does not discolor in the presence of HoS. A 
suitable mixture of zinc white and of finely divided zinc hydrox¬ 
ide precipitated in the cold is said to form a useful enamel 
pigment.^ Zinc oxide has a mild antiseptic action, and a sol 
consisting of the oxide, gutta percha, and Venice turpentine 
is applied to cloth in the manufacture of surgeons’ adhesive 
tape. Like magnesia, a wet mixture of zinc oxide and chloride 
sets to a solid gel. A strong dental cement consists of a mixture 
of zinc oxide and aluminum phosphate. The oxide also finds 
some applications in face powders, in glazes, and as a filler in 
oilcloth and celluloid; but by far the greatest demand is as a 
filler and pigment in rubber goods, especially automobile tires. 

Hydrous ('admium Oxidk 

Hydrous cadmium oxide precipitates in a very voluminous 
and highly hydrous form when a concentrated solution of 
cadmium salt is treated with alkali.^ The precipitate loses 
water on heating, becoming a flocculent microcrystalline mass 
of hydrous ( 'd(UH) 2 . The purest form is obtained from nitrate 
solution, since it adsorbs nitrate less strongly than chloride or 
sulfate. Like the corresponding zinc compound, cadmium 
hydroxide is soluble in excess ammonia; but unlike the former, it 
is only slightly soluble in dilute alkalies. Hot, highly concen¬ 
trated solutions of potassium hydroxide carry considerable 
amounts into solution from which hexagonal plates of Cd(OH )2 

^ Traube-Mengaiuni and Scala: Kolloid-Z.j 10, 115 (1912); Nordenson: 
Kolloidchem. Beihefte, 7, 106 (1915). 

2 Kurilofp: Z, Elektrochem.y 12, 213 (1906); Roth: German Patent 
228139 (1908). 

8 Paal and Hartmann: Ber.^ 61, 894 (1918); Amberoer: German Patent 
229306 (1909). 

^ JoANNis: J. Soc. Chem. Ind,^ 26, 486 (1906). 

^ Folleniub: Z, anal. Chem.y 13, 272 (1874). 
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crystallize.^ Alkali sulfides react with the voluminous oxide 
formed in the cold, giving yellow cadmium sulfide, and with the 
aged oxide formed in the hot, giving red cadmium sulfide. Since 
the yellow and red sulfides were thought to be polymers, Buchner ' 
assumed the existence of two forms of Cd(()II) 2 ; but it now 
appears that the difference in color of the sulfides is not due to 
polymorphism or to crystal structure, but to a difference in the 
size and nature of the surface of the particles.^ Rapid action of 
the voluminous compound with alkali sulfides gives small 
yellow particles, while slower action with the denser aged 
hydroxide gives larger particles that appear red. 

IlYDJious Oxides of Mkkcukv 

Mercuric Oxide. —Hydrous mercuric oxide is thrown down as 
a yellow flOccident mass on adding alkali to a cold mercuric 
solution. It does not form the monohydrate or hydroxide 
HgO • H 2 O, as claimed by Carnelley and Walker,^ nor does it retain 
its adsorbed water very strongly, but is readily dried to the 
anhydrous oxide.^ If the yellow oxide is boiled with aciueous 
solutions of salts or the dried oxide is heated, the color changes 
to orange red. Tliis red compound is formed directly by the 
thermal decomposition of mercuric nitrate. As usually obtained, 
the yellow oxide decomposes at a lower temperature, is more 
soluble in water, and reacts more readily with acids, alkalies, 
and salts than the red compound. These distinct differences 
in physical and chemical properties were attributed by Gay 
Lussac® and later by W. Ostwald^ and others to a diff'erence 
in the degree of fineness of the particles, the greater ‘activity of 
the yellow oxide resulting from the greater surface of the smaller 

^ De Schulten: Cornpt. rend., 101, 72 (1SS5). 

^ Ber., 20, 681 (1887); cf, Klobulkofp; J. prakt. Chetn., (2) 39, 412 
(1887). 

® Allen and Crenshaw: Arn. /. Sci., (4) 34, 341 (1912). 

*J, Cheyn. Soc., 53, 59 (1888); c/. Scuaffner: Liebig's Ann. Cheiti., 51, 
182 (1844). 

^Schoch: Am,. Chem. J., 29, 321 (1902); cf. Millon: Ann. cfmn. phyjs., 
(3) 18, 33 (1846). 

HUmpt. rend., 16, 309 (1843). 

'^Z. physik. Chem., 18, 159 (1895); 34, 495 (1900); Hciuvk: find., 42, 155 
(1903); Varet: Cornpt. rmd., 120, 622 (1895). 
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particles. This view was called in question by Glazebrook and 
Skinner^ and by Cohen- who showed that the E.M.F. of the 
chain: HgjHgO red, KOH, HgO yellowjUg, was 0.085 millivolt, 
indicating the existence of two isomeric modifications of the 
oxide; but Ostwald and Allmand^ traced these results to the 
variation in solubility of particles of different size.^ Schoch-'* 
attributed the difference in properties to a difference in crystal 
structure, tlie yellow oxide consisting of quadratic plates and 
the red of prisms. Allmand confirmed Schoch’s observation but 
showed conclusively tliat either type of crystal may be yellow 
or red, depending altogether on the state of subdivision of the 
particles. 

A stable yellow sol is obtained by precipitating hydrous 
mercuric oxide in the presence of PaaFs^’ sodium salt, of protalbinic 
and lysalbinic acids which act as protective colloids. After 
dialysis, this is agglomerated by acids and certain salts, giving 
a gelatinous precipitate. By adding mercuric chloride to a 
normal solution of potassium hydroxide containing 40 cubic 
centimeters of acetone, a sol is obtained w^hich sets to a firm jelly 
on standing, the time required depending on the concentration of 
soL^ The setting may be hastened by adding a small amount 
of acid or by heating; but too much heating causes agglomera¬ 
tion to a gelatinous precipitate. For some unknown reason, the 
presence of even a small amount of mercurous salt seems to retard 
or prevent jelly formation. 

Mercurous Oxide. —Hydrous mercurous oxide, obtained by 
adding alkali to a mercurous salt solution, cannot be obtained 
free from mercuric oxide. Bird® claims to get mercurous hydrox¬ 
ide by mixing mercurous nitrate with alcoholic potassium hydrox¬ 
ide at —42°; but this has not been proved. 

1 Proc. Roy. Soc., 61, 60 (1892). 

2 Z. physik. Chem., 34, 69 (1900). 

2 Z, Elekirochern.j 16, 254 (1910). 

4 Hulett: Z. physik. Chem., 37, 385 (1901). 

6 Am. Chem. 29, 321 (1902). 

^ Ber.f 36, 2219 (1902); cf. Kallb and Co.: Z. angew. Chem., 20, 1374 
(1907); May: German Patent 248526 (1911). 

^Bunce: J. Phys. ('hem., 18, 269 (1914); Reynolds: Proc. Roy, Soc., 
19, 431 (1871). 

Mm. Ch€7n. J., 8 , 426 (1886); cf. Reicuaud; Ber., 30, 1914 (1887). 
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THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF SILICON AND GERMANIUM 

Hydrous Sili(X)N Dioxide 

SILICA (JEL 

Composition.—The classic investigations of van Bemmelen 
on the composition of the hydrous oxides were climaxed by his 
exhaustive study of the hydration and dehydration of hydrous 
silica^ thrown down from alkali silica solutions with dilute hydro¬ 
chloric acid. A silica jelly containing 300 mols of water to 1 of 
silica is very soft, and when broken into pieces, it flows together 
like a viscous liquid. A gel with a water content of 30 to 40 
mols is brittle; and with 6 mols, it can be pulverized, giving an 
apparently dry powder. On further dehydration, the vapor- 
pressure curve drops continuously, giving no indication of a 
definite hydrate. The highly hydrous oxide is almost perfectly 
clear, but when the water content drops to a point usually 
between 1.5 and 3.0 mols, depending on the method of preparation 
and the history of the sample, the gel becomes opaque and 
chalky but clears up once more when the water content is reduced 
to 0.5 to 1.0 mol. The clouding is due to the appearance of air 
bubbles in the pores of the gel and lasts until the pores are com¬ 
pletely filled with air. Owing to capillary action, the water which 
evaporates from the outer surface of the capillaries is replaced 
from the inside of the gel leaving a vapor space in the center of 
the jelly and thus producing an opacity which lasts until the 
pores are free from capillary water. The remaining 0.5 to 1.0 
mol is adsorbed very strongly on the surface of the particles and 
can be removed only by heating to a relatively high temperature. 

In Fig. 11 is given van Bemmelen^s schematic representation 
of the pressure-concentration relations at 15° for a freshly formed 
hydrous silica. The A curves represent the first dehydration 

^ Van Bemmelen: “Die Absorption,’' 190, 214, 232 (1910). 
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over sulfuric acid; and the Z curves are for an oxide which has 
been dehydrated once, more or less completely. The direction 
of the arrows shows whether water is being taken up or given 
ofT. Starting with a fresh gel, the vapor pressui’e falls below 
that of pure water and decreases along the curve the volume 
decreasing simultaneously. There is no actual break at 0 where 
the gel begins to cloud. The volume does not change much 
after reaching O, and the loss of water along the curve A(x^ 
causes the capillaries to fill up with air, the gel becoming cloudy. 
At Oi, the capillaries are filled with air except for a small amount 
of very strongly adsorbed water and the gel is clear again. 



Along A a, the last trace of adsorbed water is driven off. If the 
dehydration is stopped at some point along the curve A0 and the 
gel is subsequently subjected to a higher partial pressure of 
water vapor, the hydration is not reversible, but a curve Zy is 
obtained. This is because the gel shrinks along A^ and as it does 
not swell U) any marked extent, the water is not taken up under 
the same conditions. The Z curves represent reversible phenom¬ 
ena at least until they cut the curve Afi, If dehydration is 
stopped at any point along OO 2 , hydration curves like Zy and 
Zy are obtained which usually meet in the point O 2 . From O 2 
to O 3 and from O 2 to 0 , the pressure-concentration curves are 
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rovorsible. It is possible to pass ulon^j; the path OOiO^O as often 
as one pleases but only in the one direction indicated. The 
existence of this hysteresis loop was confirmed by Anderson 
with the systems gel-water, gel-alcohol, and gel-benzene. Both 
van Bernmelen and Anderson^ explained the hysteresis from the 
known fact that a liquid in a capillary tube has a greater vapor 
pressure when being filled than when being emptied, as in the 
former there is a diminution of the curvature of the liquid 
meniscus, due to incomplete wetting. Zsigmondy^ attributed the 
marked hysteresis to adsorbed air which prevents the capillaries 
from being wetted readily. As a matter of fact, Patrick and 
McGavack*^ found no hysteresis in the adsorption of sulfur dioxide 
by silica gel when special precautions were taken to remove all 
air from the system. Moreover, no hysteresis was observed in 
the adsorption of sulfur dioxide, alcohol, carbon tetrachloride, 
and benzene by a dynamic method which consists in passing a 
mixture of air and the vapor in question over the adsorbent until 
equilibrium is attained.'^ On the other hand, Patrick and 
Opdycke"* were unalde to eliminate the hysteresis with w^ater by 
removal of all air. They ascribed the phenomenon to an increase 
in the viscosity of adsorbed water due to the decrease in internal 
pressure brought about by capillary and surface-tension forces. 

Since the point 0 may represent approximately 2 mols of water 
to 1 of silica, and the point Oi, approximately 1 mol of water to 
1 of silica, there is a temptation to conclude that the dehydration 
process consists in the decomposition of a hydrate. Van Bem- 
melen showed this point of view to be untenable, since the points 
O and 0\ do not correspond in the vast majority of cases with 2 
mols and 1 mol of water, respectively, but vary with the history 
of the sample between 1.5 and 3 with the former and 0.5 and 1 
with the latter. Moreover, one gets the same form of curves and 
optical phenomena by substituting for water such liquids as 
alcohol, benzene, and carbon tetrachloride. Van Bemmelen's 
work has been confirmed and extended and his conclusions 
reaffirmed by a number of investigators, among whom may be 

1 Z. physih CJiem., a8, 191 (1914). 

® “Kolioidcheinie,” 161 (1912). 

»J. Am. a hem.. Soc., 42, 946 (1920). 

* Patrick and Opdvke: J. Phy.H. Chem., 29, 601 (1925). 
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mentioned Ldwenstein/ Zsigmondy,^ Thiele,Anderson,^ Bach- 
mann/ Vanzette,^ Lenlier,^ and Bohr and Urban.^ Tschermak,® 
on the other hand, champions the view that the action of hydro¬ 
chloric acid on mineral silicates yields definite silicic acids 
corresponding to the salts from which they are obtained. Tscher- 
mak’s conclusions from dehydration experiments were shown 
to be altogether unwarranted, by Jordis,^® van Bemmelen,^^ 
Mugge,^^ Serra/^ and Thiele,since the breaks in the composi¬ 
tion curves are determined by the temperature at which the 
drying takes place, the nature of the drying agent, and the age 
and history of the sample. In spite of the evidence piled up 
against the existence of definite silicic acids, people are still 
attempting to establish their identity. Thus Schwarz and 
Menner^^ claim to remove adsorbed water by Willstatter^s 
method of washing the gelatinous oxide with alcohol and ace¬ 
tone. By a suitable choice of the conditions of preparation and 
dehydration, the existence of H 2 Si() 3 , Il 2 Si 205 , H 2 Si 307 , and 
H 4 Si 3()8 is regarded as definitely established; and the individual¬ 
ity of 12 Si 02 * 10 II 2 O and 12Si()2*9H20 is believed probable. 
As a matter of fact, these observations merely confirm what 
everybody knows, that one can get a composition for a gelatinous 
body corresponding to almost any desired formula provided one 


1 Z. amrg. Cheni., 63, 69 (1910). 

2 Zsigmondy, Bachmann, and Stevenson: Z. anorg, Chem,^ 76, 189 
(1912). 

3 Dissertation, Leipsig (1913). 

^Z, physik. Chem.^ 88 , 191 (1914). 

anorg. Chem., 100, 77 (1917). 

« Atti isl. Veneto, 76, 621 (1915-1916); Gazz. chim. ital., 47,1, 167 (1917). 
^ J. Am. Chem. Soc.y 43, 391 (1912). 

® Z. angew. Chem.j 36, 57 (1923). 

® Z. physik. Chem., 63, 351 (1905); Zentr. Mineral., Geol., 225 (1908); 
Z. anorg, Chem., 63, 230 (1910); 87, 300 (1914); Norton and Roth: J. 
Am. Chem. Soc., 19, 832 (1897); cf. Hillebrand: Sitzb. Akad. Wise. Wien, 
116, 697 (1906). 

10 Z. angeu). Chem., 19, 1697 (1906). 

11 Z. anorg. Chem., 69, 225 (1908). 

Zentr. Mineral., GeoL, 129, 326 (1908). 

1® AUi accad. Lincei, 19, I, 202 (1910). 

1* Dissertation, I.»eipsig (1913). 

1® Ber., 67 B, 1233 (1924); 68 B, 73 (1925). 
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chooses the conditions properly. Pascal^ analyzed three types 
of hydrous silicon dioxide magnetically and found all of them to 
behave like a mixture of anhydrous oxide and water.^ 

Structure. —Silica gel consists of minute hydrous particles 
joined together into an enmeshing network which holds water 
in the fine pores or capillaries.® Precipitated silica is completely 
amorphous, giving no x-ray interference pattern. Quartz is, 
of course, crystalline, but quartz glass is amorphous. When 
precipitated gelatinous silica is heated to 1300°, interference rings 
appear, indicating a partial conversion to crystobalite.'* 

The properties of hydrous silica show the usual variations with 
the temperature of precipitation. The gel precipitated by 
hydrolysis of silicon fluoride at 0° is much more readily soluble 
in hydrofluoric acid and sodium hydroxide and has a much 
stronger adsorptive capacity for methylene blue than the oxide 
formed at 100°. Schwarz and Leide^ consider the two oxides to 
be distinct modifications of silica, but there is no justification for 
this assumption. The difference is due to the size and physical 
character of the particles, and any member of intermediate prod¬ 
ucts between the 0 and 100° oxide could be made by a suitable 
choice of the conditions of formation. Indeed, Schwarz and 
Leide® have studied the gradual spontaneous loss of water and 
agglomeration of oxide particles and find it to be a continuous 
process. They regard the ageing as a definite chemical condensa¬ 
tion from (Si02)x to (Si() 2 ) 2 x- Until there is some definite proof 
of polymerization, I prefer the more probable assumption that 
the ageing is a physical process involving a growth of the primary 
colloidal particles with the attending decrease in specific surface 
and loss of adsorbed water. 

Although silica is classified as a non-elastic body, the freshly 
formed jelly possesses an elasticity’' of the same order of magnitude 

1 Compt rend., 176, 814 (1922). 

®Le Chatelier: Compt. rend., 147, 660 (1908). 

» Cf. p. 12. 

♦ Kyroupoulos : Z. anorg. Cheni., 99, 197 (1900); Gross: Umschau, 34, 
510 (1920). 

6 Ber., 63 S, 1680 (1920). 

® Ber.y 63 B, 1509 (1920); Schwarz and Stowener: Kolloidchem. Beihefte, 
19, 171 (1924). 

» Prasad: KolhvLZ., 33, 279 (1923). 
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as that of a gelatin jelly.' Like the latter, the elasticity modulus 
varies greatly with the water content of the sample. Silica jellies 
possess the interesting property of vibrating like a rigid body 
under certain conditions.^ Holmes, Kaufniann, and Nicholas*** 
obtained jellies in a glass tube that gave a tone two octaves 
above middle C when the vessel was struck. If the jollies were 
prevented from touching the w^alls of the glass tube by coating the 
latter with vaseline, the vibration frequency was much lower 
than for similar jellies adhering to the walls. The vibration 
frequency is increased by decreasing the concentration of silica 
and by the presence of excess mineral acid, factors which increase 
the tension and thus the effective rigidity. The same factors 
increase the tendency of the jelly to synerize, thus showing that 
both vibration and S 3 meresis have a direct relation to tension. 
Holmes believed the vibration to be transverse, the vibration 
frequency varying approximately inversely as the diameter of 
the cylinder of jelly. Prasadfailed to confirm these conclusions 
for gels removed from the vessel in which they were made. The 
tone emitted by a given jelly showed wide variation depending 
on how it was held. Moreover, by applying NewtoiPs formula 
for the velocity of propagation of a longitudinal wave, the vibra¬ 
tions were shown to be longitudinal rather than transverse. 

On account of the ease with which electrolytes difl'use into 
silica jellies, a number of interesting reactions have been carried 
out in this medium. The usual method of procedure consists 
in adding one electrolyte to the silica sol before it sets, after 
which a solution of a second electrolyte is poured on the jelly 
and allowed to diffuse into the mass where interaction takes 
place. If a crystalline precipitate is formed by the reaction, the 
crystals will be much larger and better formed than if the solu¬ 
tions are mixed directly. In this way, Hatschek and Simon^ 
prepared large gold crystals by reducing gold salts with several 

^Leick: Drude*8 Ann., 14, 139 (1904); Sheppard and Sweet: J. Am. 
Chem. Soc., 43, 539 (1921). 

2 Kohlrausch : Z. physik. Chem., 12, 773 (1893). 

3/. Am. Chem. Soc., 41, 1329 (1919). 

« Kolloid-Z., 33, 279 (1923). 

5 J. Soc. Chem. Ind., 31, 439 (1912); Mining Eng, WorU, 37, 280 (1912); 
c/. Hatschek: Kolloid-Z., 10, 77 (1912). 
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lediicing a^ijcnts; aiul Ilolnies^ prepared magnificent crystals of 
a number of metals and salts. T]w function of the jelly is to 
prevent rapid mixing!; of the interacting solutions, thereby avoid¬ 
ing rapid precipitation and the consecpient formation of amor¬ 
phous particles or small crystals. Under certain conditions, 
reactions in jellies give rhythmic bands or Liesegang^ rings of 
precipitates instead of large crystals.What actually happens 
appears to be determined in large measure by the nature of the 
jelly. ^J'hus silver chromate forms bands in gelatin but not in 
agar, lead chromate forms bands in agar but not in gelatin; 
while neither silver nor lead chromate forms bands in silica 
jelly, although copper chromate does, d'he varicolored bands of 
gold in silica described by Holmes^ are obtained only in changing 
light and are not true Liesegang rings; in the dark, large crystals 
only are formed.*’ 

Reactions in jellies are important as offering a plausible 
explanation of certain formations in nature. Thus gold salts may 
have been reduced to gold in gelatinous silica which subse(|uently 
become quartz. Similarly, agate has probably been produced 
from gelatinous silica into which iron and other salts have diffused 
and deposited rhythmic bands.® 

Adsorption of Gases. —The adsorption of gases by silica 
gel has been studied in great detail by Patrick and his 
collaborators. The absorbent used in these investigations was 
prepared by mixing suitable concentrations of a solution of 
silicate of soda and hydrochloric acid under violent agitation. 
After setting to a firm jelly, the material was thoroughly washed 
and dried in vacuo at a temperature varying from 110 to 300°, 
the most active samples being obtained by heating at 250 and 
300° for a half hour or inore.^ 

1 Phys. Chem., 21, 709 (1917). 

2 “Chcmische Reaktionen in Gallerten’^ (1898), 

3 Cf. p. 1G7. 

*J, Am. Chem. Soc., 40, 1187 (1918). 

Davis: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 44, 2700 (1922); 45, 2261 (1923). 

®Lieskgang: Zenir. Mineral.y GeoLy 593 (1910); 497 (1911); cf. Kolloid-Z., 
10, 273 (1912). 

^ Patrick and Greider: J. Phys, Chem.j 29, 1031 (1925). 
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Adsorption isotherms fur sulfur dioxide were obtained at 
varying temperatures between —80 and +100°J The empirical 
equation of Freundlich, 


m 


= 


( 1 ) 


where x is the amount adsorbed by the mass of adsorbent m at 
pressure P, and k and n are constants, was found to hold over 
almost the entire range studied, exceptions being at points where 
the saturation pressure was appreciable. ^ The straight lines 

X 

obtained by plotting logarithm ^ against logarithm P at various 

temperatures were separated widely. 

Patrick considers the adsorption by a porous substance, such 
as silica gel, to be a condensation in the capillaries that is inde¬ 
pendent of the chemical nature of the adsorbent. Capillary 
adsorbents will differ, therefore, in the extent of their total inter¬ 
nal volume and also in the dimensions of the pores that make 
up the internal volume. If such be the case, the form of the 
adsorption isotherm merely expresses the distribution of the 
internal volume as a function of the dimensions of the pores. 
From this point of view, it would appear logical to seek a relation 
between the volume occupied by the adsorbed gas and the equilib¬ 
rium pressure rather than between the weight of adsorbed gas 
and the pressure. As a matter of fact, when the logarithms of 
the volume V of liquid sulfur dioxide obtained by dividing the 
weight of adsorbed gas by the density of liquid sulfur dioxide at 
the corresponding pressure are used as ordinates, the curves are 
brought closer together. The next step is to plot logarithm V 

p 

against logarithm of the '^corresponding pressurewhere 

X o 

Po is the vapor pressure of the condensed gas at the temperature 
in question. In this way it was found that greater volumes were 
taken up at lower temperatures at the same partial pressures, 
probably because the condensed phase is more compressible at 
the higher temperatures, the surface tension being smaller.^ 

» Patrick and McGavack: Am, Ckem, Soc.^ 42, 946 (1920). 

2 Cf. Ray: J, Phys, Ckem,, 29, 74 (1925). 

* Patrick and McGavack: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 42, 976 (1920). 
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As an oinj)irical relationship, dividinjn; tlio volunic of (condensed 
sulfur dioxide by the value of the surface tension <t raised to a 
fractional power gives a conx^ction in the right direction, ddie 
Frciindlich equation thus takes the form 


- k 


a 


1 n 



( 2 ) 


or assuming the same value of to hold foi* ^ and a, 


V 



( 3 ) 


This equation appears to be a general one for capillary adsorb¬ 
ents^ and has been applied by Patrick and his pupils to the 
adsorption of sulfur dioxide, butane,'' benzene, carbon tetra¬ 
chloride, alcohol,'* and ammonia,'* after correcting for the amount 
dissolved in the gel water. 

Since adsorption of gases takes place above the critical tem¬ 
perature where no condensation to liquid occurs under ordinary 
conditions, Patrick, Preston, and OweiF studied the adsorption 
of carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide in the region of the critical 


temperature. When the equation V 



l/n 


was applied 


to the experimental results, it was found that k at 0° was not 
equal to k at higher temperatures near the critical point. This 
variation in k was attributed to an increase in surface tension of 
the liquid in the capillaries at temperatures near the critical 
temperature, owing to capillary forces. After correcting the 
surface tension, the equation was found to apply, indicating 


that in all cases the constants k and depend only on the struc- 


' Recently Munro and Johnson [J. Phys. Chem,, 30, 172 (1926)] found the 
equation to hold for the adsorption of water vapor by alumina except when 
the partial pressure approaches the vapor pressure of the liquid at the 
temperature of the adsorbent. 

2 Patrick and Lorn: J. Phys. Oieni.y 29, 336 (1925). 

® Patrick and Opdyke: J. Phys. Chem., 29, 601 (1925). 

^ Davidhkiser and Patrick: J . Am. Chem. Soc.j 44, 1 (1922). 

® Cf. Neithattsen and Patrick: J. Phys. Uhem.y 25, 693 (1921). 

« J. Phys. Chem., 29, 419 (1925), 
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tiiro of the silica p:cl. Since the theory applies even above 
the critical temperatures for (^>2 ami N 2 (>, l^atrick sufz:^ests 
that the critical temperature is raised in the pores of the gel. 

Although the most active gel is obtained by heating in vacuo 
to 250 to 300°, the oxide calcined at 1000° still adsorbs more 
water than charcoal up to 70 per cent humidity. The cutting 
down of adsorption by calcining at 1000° is due in part to coales¬ 
cence of primary particles and in part to crystallization.^ By 
igniting at a high temperature, the adsorption capacity for water 
is reduced to zero.- ddie heat of wetting of silica gel by water is 
19.22 calories per gram of gel at 25°.^ It has })een usual to 
attribute the heat of wetting of adsorbents by liquids to com¬ 
pression of the adsorbed li(|uids.^ Patrick, on the other hand, 
attributes the heat of wetting of silica gel to the filling up of 
the pores with water, whereby the water surface is reduced 
from its original very large value to practically zero. In support 
of this view he showed the net heat of adsorption (mean heat of 
adsorption minus heat of liquefaction) at 0° to be positive 
and to be equal to the heat of wetting, within the limits of 
experimental error. •''' 

Attention has been called to the abvsence of hysteresis in the 
adsorption of vapors other than water when care is taken to 
exclude air from the system. 

Adsorption of Liquids from Solution. —The adsorption from 
solution by silica gel was investigated in Patrick's® laboratory for 
the following systems: formic acid, butyric acid, acetic acid, 
benzoic acid, and iodine from a series of solvents; nitrobenzene 
from kerosene; and acetic acid from carbon bisulfide throughout 
the entire range of concentration. A few of the results are shown 
graphically in Figs. 12 and 13. Contrary to FreundliclPs'^ view 
that very little adsorption would be expected to take place from 
organic solvents which have a relaMvely low surface tension, it is 

^ Behr and Urban: Z, angew. Chem.y 36, 57 (1923); cf. Guichard: Bvll. 
soc. chim., 31, 647 (1922), 

2 Van Bemmelen: Aich, N6erland. sci.j 6, II 607 (1901). 

® Patrick and Grimm: J. Am. Chem. Sac., 43, 2144 (1921). 

*Lamb and Coolidge: J. Am. Chem. Soc.^ 42, 1146 (1920). 

® Patrick and Gbeideh: J. Phys. Chem.^ 29, 1031 (1925). 

® Patrick and Jones: J. Phys. Chem., 29, 1 (1925). 

“Kapillarchemie,’' 259 (1922). 
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evident that adsorption does take place to a very marked degree 
and that the amount adsorbed bears no relation to the surface 
tension of the solvent. Thus, the greatest adsorption of acetic 
acid occurs from benzene solution, and becomes less and less 
from the following solvents in order: carbon bisulfide, gasoline, 
carbon tetrachloride, toluene, and nitrobenzene; while the surface 



Fig. 12.—Adsorption of acetic acid from various solvents by silica gel. 

tensions of these substances, res[)ectively, are: 32, 15, 25, 29, 43. 
The same order of solvents holds in the adsorption of the other 
acids investigated. 

In general, Patrick finds the adsorption of a solute to increase 
as its solubility in the solvent decreases. For example, the 
adsorption of benzoic acid from the several solvents is in inverse 
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order of its solubility in these solvents. Similarly, formic acid 
is much more strongly adsorbed from toluene than is the more 
soluble butyric acid; iodine is adsorbed to a small extent in 
accord with the same laws. Moreover, nitrobenzene is adsorbed 
to a very great extent from kerosene with which it is only partially 



Fk;, 13.—Adson^tiori hy silica gel of (1) nitrobenzene from keroaeiH^ and of 
benzoic acid from (2) carbon tetrachloride (3) kerosene (4) benzene (5) chloro¬ 
form. 


miscible, while benzene, which is much closer to kerosene in the 
solubility series, is adsorbed to a considerably smaller extent. 

In a system of V-shaped capillaries such as silica gel is assumed 
to be, the magnitude of the radius of curvature of a liquid surface 
adsorbed in the capillaries depends on the amount of liquid 
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ndsorhcd. As the eupillary forces are sir()ri^>;er tlie smaller 
the capillary, a miiiutci amount of licpiid adsorbed means that 
the liquid surfaces are very concave. Patrick concludes that 
adsorption by silica gel is due to a i)hase separation in the capil¬ 
laries caused by preferential wetting of the pores by the solute, 
followed by the production of highly concave surfaces of solute 
which effects a lowering of solubility of solute in the solvent. 
For example, when a solution of acetic acid in sulfur dioxide is 
brought in contact with silica gel, the acetic acid preferentially 
wets the gel, the pores of which fill up with a phase rich in acetic 
acid owing to the marked concave curvature that this phase 
presents to the i)ody of the solution. In other words, although 
acetic acid is miscible with carbon bisulfide in all proportions 
when the surfaces are plain, this is not the case if the curvatures 
of the separating surfaces are sufficiently concave. 

This interpretation of adsorption from solution is analogous to 
the mechanism proposed by Patrick to explain adsorption from 
the gas phase. In the latter, the adsorption or condensation in 
capillaries at pressures lower than the saturation pressure at 
the given temperature is accounted for by assuming that the 
pores of the gel are presented to the main body of the gas. 
The empirical formula (8) which satisfactorily explains the 
adsorption of gases by silica gel has been changed in order to 
apply it to adsorption from solution.^ The modified equation is 



where V is the volume of liquid solute adsorbed per gram of gel, 
<r is the interfacial tension, S the equilibrium concentration of 
the solute in the surrounding solvent and So the “solubility.’^ 
Since So is analogous to Po in Eq. (3), it might be taken to repre¬ 
sent the ordinary maximum solubility of the solute in the solvent 
at the given temperature. But if this were true, So would be 
infinity for completely miscible liquids, whereas it has been 
found always to have a finite value. By applying Eq. (4) to 
adsorption from solution, in several cases So has been calculated 
to be always less than the ordinary solubility. So is, therefore, 

' Patrick and Eberman: J. Phys , Chem ., 29, 220 (1925). 
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(lefinod as the dissolving power of the solvent as uninfluenced hy 
molecules of the solute suhse(iuently entering. 

It should be {)ointed out that the capillary theory of adsorption 
is strictly applicable only in case there is not a sf)ecific adsorption 
factor in addition to the purely capillary phenomenon. Thus in 
the case of activated carbon the chemical polarity of the adsorb¬ 
ent cannot be disregarded and the results cannot ])e interpreted 
solely in terms of the physical nature of the cai)illaries.^ More¬ 
over, the adsorption of solids from solution does not come 
within the scope of the capillary theory. Finally, (dianey 
remarks: 

Attention might be called also to the fa(;t that when Dr. Patrick 
rationalized his vapor-adsor])tion curves hy calculating the licjuid 
volumes of his adsorbed vapors, the success of this operation was [)roh- 
ahly due to the fact that the limiting factor in the adsor])tion of a 
given vapor was the total available capillary volume. In this case the 
total adsorptive caj)acity for the various gases would necessarily cor¬ 
respond with the specific volumes of the latter in licpiid state, regard¬ 
less of whether the condensation was caused by specifics i)olar forces or 
by cai)illary dei)ression of the vapor tension. If this correcdJy states 
the case, the rationalization of data affected by these calculations 
throws no light at all upon the (juestion of whether tlie forces operating 
to cause the adsorption were primarily capillary or chemical. 

Adsorption of Solids from Solution. —The adsorption of sodium 
hydroxide from solution by silica gel follows the Freundlich 
adsorption equation, and the adsorbed sodium ions are replace¬ 
able by heavy metal cations that give insoluble oxides, in accord 
with ordinary stoichiometric laws.^ Patrick considers this 
adsorption to be chemical adsorption in contradistinction to 
molecular layer or capillary adsorption. That is, he believes 
the molecules of sodium hydroxide combine with the colloidal 
particles of silica in the ordinary chemical sense, giving a product 
that would be a definite silicate if it were not for the magnitude 
of the colloidal particles. This view fails to accounts for the 

1 Chaney: Trans, Am. Electrochem. Soc.^ 36 , 91 (1010); Trans, Am, Inst, 
Chem, Eng., 25 , Part 1, 292 (1923); Chaney, Ray, and St. John: Ibid., 
26 , Part 1, 309 (1923); Wilson: Phys, Rev., 16 , 8 (1920); See Coolidge [J. 
Am. Chem, Soc., 48 , 1795 (1926)1 for criticism of the capillary theory of 
adsorption. 

2 Patbick and Barclay: J. Phys. Chem., 29, 1400 (1925). 
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ol)served increase in the ratio of alkali to silica as the concentra¬ 
tion of alkali solution increases. To get around this difficulty, 
Patrick suggests that the alkali may peptize the gel. This 
seems altogether improbable with an aged gel and with alkali 
concentrations of tenth normal or less, at 20°. A more probable 
assumption is that the attractive forces, whatever may be their 
exact nature,^ between gel and alkali ])ecome more nearly 
saturated the greater the concentration, up to a certain point. 
(Certainly one may get adsorption from solution where chemical 
union between adsorbent and adsorbate, in the ordinary sense of 
the term, is impossible or improbal)le. Moreover, it is possible 
to have adsorption in a definite stoichiometric ratio with the 
formation of a product having properties entirely different from 
the definite compound of the same composition.^ 

Applications. —Silica gel has several desirable properties which 
render it of value as a technical adsorbent. First of all, it 
possesses a strong adsorptive capacity for vapors and liquids.® 
Moreover, it is quite inert and the adsorbed liquids can be driven 
off and recovered if desired, simply by heating the gel, leaving 
the latter reactivated and ready to use over again.Probably 
the most important technical applications of the adsorbent are 
in the refining of petroleum and in the recovery of benzine and 
other volatile constituents from coal gas. 

Compounds containing sulfur constitute one of the chief 
undesirable impurities in crude-petroleum distillates. These 
are ordinarily taken out by the sulfuric acid treatment which 
has the great disadvantage of removing perfectly good unsatu¬ 
rated hydrocarbons. Because of its specific capacity to adsorb 
the sulfur compounds, silica gel has been used with some success^ 
for removing them from gasoline, kerosene, and lubricating oils. 
In the experimental plant at Baltimore, the gel powdered to 
about 200 mesh is agitated with the oil and then filtered on a 
continuous rotary filter. This process is carried out three times, 

‘C/. Langmuir: J. Am. Chem. Soc,, 38 , 2221 (1916); 39 , 1848 (1917); 
Bartkll: J. Phys. Chem., 28 , 992 (1924). 

2 Cf, Gilbkht: J. Phj/s. Chem., 18 , 586 (1914). 

3 Patrick, I.,ovklace, and Miller: IT. 8. Patent 1335348. 

^ Cf. Taylor: Chcni. Met. Eng., 28 , 805 (1923). 

® Tlie silica gel refinery of the Iloyal Dutch Shell Company at New 
Orleans, La., has been running intermittently since the summer of 1924, 
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the gel and the oil moving in countercurrents. The spent gel 
containing oil and impurities passes to a multiple-hearth muffle- 
heated activator where the oil is driven off and condensed. The 
gel has to t)e given a further treatment to burn off all impurities, 
after which it is used over again. ^ Since the adsorptive capacity 
of the gel varies for different sulfur compounds, ^ the actual pro¬ 
cedure will doubtless vary in different cases depending on the 
nature of the crude and the impurities present. It is claimed 
that desulfurized gasoline or kerosene, as prepared by this process, 
passes all specifications and has the added advantage of retaining 
the unsaturated hydrocarbons. The process eliminates the 
renin distillation following the usual chemical treatment, 
increases the yield, and is said to give a superior gasoline or keio- 
s(‘ue. I am told, however, that the process has not proved 
successful in the commercial refining of cracked gasoline, since 
there is not a complete removal of the gum-forrning compounds 
produced by cracking. 

As the adsorption process removes sulfur compounds without 
taking out the unsaturated hydrocarbons, it was possible to 
demonstrate that the former are responsible for most of the soot 
and smoke sometimes obtained in a kerosene flame. Gasoline 
purified by silica gel is said to give less carbon than ordinary 
gasoline; and the same is true for motor benzol.® Moreover, 
certain gel-refined lubricating oils are reported to give only 
about one-half as much carbon as the best ordinary oils, and 
about one-fifth as much as the poor grades, when used with the 
best grade of gasoline. 

Silica gel may be used to adsorb from natural gas the low- 
boiling gasoline vapors^ which are subsequently recovered and 
blended with refinery gasoline to increase the volatility of the 
latter. It may be employed also for estimating the easily con¬ 
densable hydrocarbons in natural gas and coal gas. For these 

^ Miller: Tram. Am. Inst. Chem. Eng.^ 16 (1), 241 (1923); Oil Gas J., 
23, 104, 151, 158 (1924); Silica Gel Corporation^ Bull. 4 (1923); cf. Hoi^ 
LEMAN : Chem. Weekhlad, 21, 187 (1924). 

2 Waterman, Pehquin, Bocaerr, and Goris: Chem. Weekhladf 22, 378 
(1925); Waterman and Perquin: Bermtoff-Chem., 6, 255 (1925). 

^ Fieldner and Jones: Bur. Mines^ Serial 2517 (1923); Chem. Mel. Eng,^ 
29, 543 (1923). 

< Burrell; Chem, Mel, Eng., 29, 548 (1923). 
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purposes activated carbon appears to be a more satisfactory 
adsorbent.^ Furness*-^ and Williams^ claim that silica gel is 
superior both to activated carbon and to oil absorbents for the 
recovery of benzine and motor spirit from coke-oven gas;'^ but 
this is disputed by IJrbain^ who reports that charcoal has great 
superiority over silica gel as a selective adsorbent of hydrocarbon 
vapx)rs especially if they are considerably diluted, as is usually 
the case. 

The use of silica gel has been proposed for effecting economies 
in the lead-chamber process for the manufacture of sulfuric 
acid,*^ The function of the gel is to recover sulfur dioxide and 
oxides of nitrogen that are ordinarily wasted. It is also recom¬ 
mended for use as the carrier for platinum in the contact sul¬ 
furic acid process.'^ 

Adsorption by silica gel is suggested as a method for recovering 
the oxides of nitrogen in the arc process for the fixation of nitro¬ 
gen.” The removal is complete from rapid air currents at low 
concentration, and by heating the gel the adsorbed oxides may 
be recovered ready for liquefaction or for adsorption in water 
to give concentrated nitric acid. 

Because of its strong desiccating action, the gel may be 
employed in drying air for blast furnaces and to take up water 
vapor from the rapid vaporization of the liejuid in the vacuum 
refrigeration process.'-^ It is also suggested for use as a powder to 
adsorb |)erspiration. For this purpose it serves the double 
function of taking up the moisture and of adsorbing the odorous 
substances given out by the pores of the body while performing 
their natural functions.*** 

* Kroch: Petroleum Z„ 20, 732 (1924); c/*., however, Singer: /?nr/., 20, 
279 (1924); Green and Waw: Colliery GaardiaUy 128, 88 (1924). 

2 Chemistry and Iruiusiry, 42, 850 (1923). 

KL Soc, Chem. hid., 432", 97 (1924). 

^LtTMMis: IJ. S. Patent 1336360. 

'^Gas J., 167, 449 (1924); cf. Chaney : Ind. Eng. Chem., 16, 1244 (1923). 

® Patrick: F. 8. Patent 1297724; Miller: Chem. Met. Eng,, 23, 1155, 
1219, 1251 (1920). 

^Pathk^k: U. S. l^xtent 1297724; r/. L.atsiiaw and Reyeuson: J. Am. 
Chem. SiH\, 47, 610 (1925). 

® Daniels and McCollum: J. Ind. Eng. Chem., 16, 1173 (1923). 

» Fulton: Chetn, Age, 31, 521 (1923), 
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As a filtering agent, a refined silica known as ^Hultror’ is 
said to be three times as good a decolorizcr for vegetable oils as 
is the standard fuller’s earth and is effective at a lower tem¬ 
perature. Besides its decolorizing property the silica adsor})S 
water, free sulfuric acid, sulfur compounds, and colloidal particles.^ 
The gel is also recommended for filtering pharmaceutical prep¬ 
arations- since it giv^es more efficient results than an equal 
amount of talc, the filtering agent usually emplo 3 ^ed. 

Although silica gel is a good adsorbent for various gases, it is 
not, in genc^ral, a good catalyzer.^ In the esterification of aceti(5 
acid with alcohol, however, it has been found to be twice as 
active' as titania, the best catalyst previously known for this 
reaction. It is also an efficient catalyst for the alkylation of 
aniline;^ but its effectiveness falls off rapidly in the first hour or so 
owing to the formation of aldehydes which react with aniline to 
give easily pol 3 Uuerizcd bodies. 

Since the properties of silica gel arc influenced to a marked 
degree by the method of preparation, various attempts have 
been made to improve on the gel covered l)y J\atri(h'\s patent.^^ 
Briggs^’ dried the unwashed gel containing sodium chloride at 300^ 
and plunged it while still hot into hot distilled water. After 
washing by decantation, the gel was dried again at 300° and the 
process repeated until all the chlorine was removed. The adsorp¬ 
tion capacity of this gel for nitrogen at —190° was GO per cent 
greater than that of a good grade of adsorbent charcoal. Holmes^ 
added dilute ferric chloride to water glass until neutrality was 
reached, dried the gelatinous precij)itate, and then dissolved 
out the hydrous ferric oxide with hydrochloric acid, thereby 
exposing a large surface for adsorption. The product is reported 
to have an adsorption capacity (>0 per cent greater than ordinary 
silica gel. Nickel chloride or other heavy metal salts may be 
substituted for ferric chloride. 

^ Kelly: Coiion OH Press, 7 , 38 (1923). 

2 Krantz: J* Am. Pharm. Assoc., 11 , 701 (1922). 

3 Mulligan and Heid: Science, 53 , 576 (1921). 

** Brown and Reid: J. Am.. Chem. Soc., 46 , 1830 (1924). 

5 IT. S. PtxUmi 1297724. 

^ Proc. Roy. So(\, 100 A, 88 (1021); cf. Fells and Firth: J. Phys. Cheni., 
29 , 241 (1925). 

7 J. Ind. Eng. Chem., 17 , 280 (1925), 
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SILICA SOLS 

More than a century and a half ago Pott^ reported the prepara¬ 
tion of a ‘‘semisolutionof silica; but Graham is usually credited 
with the discovery of silica sol. Graham'^ added to 10 per cent 
hydrochloric acid, two-thirds of the amount of water glass neces¬ 
sary for immediate gelatinization, and dialyzed the resulting 
mixture. KStarting with, highly purified chemicals, Jordis‘* 
obtained a pure sol containing 1.5 per cent Si ()2 by 6 weeks 
dialysis. Further purification in a special apparatus^ finally 
led to the sejiaration of plates of silica from a sol containing 0.6 
per cent of SiOo. If sulfuric acid instead of h 3 alrochloric is used 
in preparing the sol, it is impossible to remove all the sulfate by 
dialysis. A sol containing 2 to 3 mols of sodium sulfate per mol 
of silica can be concentrated by evaporation until the silica 
content is (> to 12 per cent of the entire mass.^' Well-purified 
sols are (juite clear colorless lajuids, exhibiting but little inhomo¬ 
geneity in the ultramicroscope and giving only a very slight 
depression of the freezing point,The sols are negatively charged 
but are not very sensitive to the action of electrolytes.'^ Unlike 
colloidal ferric oxide, silica sol containing a little chloride does 
not prevent the appearance of turbidity on adding silver nitrate. 
The negative charge on the particles is decreased continuously 
by the addition of hydrochloric acid, becoming zero and finally 
positive without precipitation taking place.^ The influence of 
electrolytes on the time required for silica sols to set to a jelly 
is determined by the magnitude of their precipitating or stabiliz¬ 
ing action on the sol.® 


^ Walden: A History of Colloidal Silicic, Acid, KollouJ-Z., 9, 145 (1911). 

^ Phil. Trans. j 161, 1S3 (1801). 

3 Z. ariorg. Chcm., 34, 455; 36, 10 (1903); 44, 200 (1905); Z. Elcklrochem., 
11, 835 (1905). 

4 JoRDis: Z. Elekirochem.., 8, 077 (1902). 

® Zsigmondy and Heyer: Z. anorg. Chern.j 68, 169 (1910). 

® SabANEJEFF: J. Russ. Rhys-Chcm. Soc.j 21, 515 (1889); Bruni and 
PappadA: Gazz. vMm. ital., 31, (1) 244 (1901). 

’ PappadA: Gazz. chim. ital, 33, 272 (1903); 36, 78 (1905). 

®LcisENBECK: Kolloidchem. BeihefWy 16, 27 (1922). 

® Werner: J, Am. Pharm, Assoc.^ 9, 501 (1920); Kroger: Kolloid-Z., 
30, 18 (1922). 
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At tho moment of its formation from water fZjlass, Myliiis and 
Croschuff^ believe that silicic acid exists as such in a molecular 
solution which passes unchanged through a dialyzing mend)rane; 
and that the colloidal state results from polymerization of the 
acid with the splitting off of water. It seems more probable 
that the newly formed primary particles of hydrous silica are 
too finely divided to be stopped by the membrane. These 
liighly dispersed particles then coalesce to form larger primary 
particles with the loss of adsorbed water as a result of the decrease 
in specific surface. This ageing process goes on continuously- 
approaching crystalline anhydrous Si( >2 as a limit. 

Silica sol may be prepared by hydrolysis of methyl silicate'^ 
and of silicon sulfide, chloride, and Huoride.^ It is obtained also 
by electrolyzing a solution of sodium silicate with a mercury 
cathode.'^ Recently Schwarz^ peptized a fresh silica gel with 
ammonia and removed the excess peptizing agent in a vacuum 
desiccator containing sulfuric acid. All of these preparations 
are similar to the sol formed by Graham's method. Bradfieldl 
obtained a sol with somewhat different properties by washing 
gelatinous silica with the supercentrifuge until it was practically 
free from electrolyte. If the washing is repeated a sufficient 
number of times, the hydrogen ion concentration of the sol 
becomes constant at pH == 0.5, whether approached from the 
acid or alkaline side. Hardy^ attributes this slight acidity to 
the ability of certain of the adsorbed water molecules to ionize. 
The highly purified sol can be concentrated on the water bath to 
a syrupy consistency which can be brought back to the original 
sol condition by adding water. If the Ixnling is.carried too far, 
minute crystals of hydrous silica separate from the sol.® Even 

1 Ber., 39 , 116 (1906). 

2 C/. Schwarz and StOwenek: Kolloidchem. Beihefte, 19 , 171 (1924); 
Schwarz and Leide: Ber., 63 , 1509, 1512, 1680 (1920); Schwarz and 
Leonard: Kolloid~Z., 28 , 77 (1921); Grundmann: Kolloidchem. Beihefie, 
18 , 197 (1923). 

3 Grimaux: Compt rend.j 98 , 1484 (1884). 

* Ebler and Fellner: Ber.^ 44 , 1915 (1911). 

6 Kolloi(EZ., 34 , 23 (1924). 

^J. Am. Chem. Soc'., 44 , 965 (1922). 

^ J. Phys. Chem., 80, 262 (1926). 

8 r/. Bachmann: Z. anorg. Chem., 100, 1 (1917); Zsigmondy-Spbar: 
“Chemistry of ColloidB,” 137 (1917); Schwarz and StOwener: Kolloid'- 
chem. Beihefte, 19, 171 (1924). 
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the most concentrated sols show no tendency to gel, probably 
because the secondary aggregates have been broken up by 
repeated centrifuging and repeptization, leaving small groups 
of primary particles that entangle relatively little water. 

Lenher^ prepared silica sol by grinding Ottawa sand for several 
days until the particles are less than 0.004 millimeter in diameter. 
When such finely divided silica is heated with an excess of water 
in a pressure bomb at 300 to 450°, gels are formed containing 15 
to 18 per cent of water. Ray- claims that crystalline quartz 
is partly converted into amorphous silica by prolonged grinding; 
Init the claim appears to be without experimental foundation.'^ 

Colloidal silica has been recommended for the treatment of 
pulmonary tuberculosis. It is administered along with protein 
in the form of tablets or better by subcutaneous or intramuscular 
injection.^ Great care must be taken not only in the preparation 
of the sob' but in its administration.® The treatment appears 
to be of questionable value. ^ 

Kramer^ finds that the addition of animal or vegetable oils to 
a 0.2 |xjr cent solution of sodium silicate gives a fine stable emul¬ 
sion in which many of the drops exhibit Brownian movement. 
The fatty acid of the oil combines with the alkali to form soap, 
liberating colloidal silica which acts as a protective colloid for 
the emulsion. The careful addition of dilute hydrochloric 
acid produces a silica gel emulsion, while the addition of lime 
water causes coagulation forming a cheese-like coagulum and a 
thin liquid. These experiments are said to reproduce synthetically 
the changes in the tissue which take place in tuberculosis: 
Alkali silicate forms a fat emulsion in the tissues. The hydrous 
silica in the emulsion has a strong affinity for lime which is with¬ 
drawn from the blood and causes the caseation of the emulsified 

1 J. Am, Chem, Soc., 43, 391 (1921). 

2/Voc. Roy, Soc., lOlA, 509 (1922). 

® SosMAN and Mekwin: J. Wash. Acad. Sci., 14, 117 (1924). 

^KOhn: Milnch. med. Wochschr., 67, 253 (1920); Z. Tuberk., 32, 320 
(1920); Kahle: Beitr. Klin. TuberkidosCy 47, 296 (1921); Gonnehmann: 
Z. physiol. Chmi.,‘ 99, 255 (1917). 

^ Chem. Ztg., 46, 1249 (1921). 

^Gye and Purdy: BHt. J. Expil. Path., 3, 75, 86 (1922). 

^Kalisch: Beitr, Klin. Tuberkidose, 63, 111 (1922). 

8 KoUoid-Z., 81, 149 (1922), 
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fat as in the experiments referred to above. Carbonic acid then 
acts slowly on the ^'silica cheese,’' converting the lime into car¬ 
bonate, a process designated by the pathologists as calcification. 
There remains in the tissues the small amount of hydrous silica 
which served originally as the protective colloid for the emulsion. 
In line wuth this, Neyland found in tubercular lymph glands of 
oxen, a silica content of 0.27 gram 8 i ()2 in 1 kilogram of dry tissue 
while a calcified lymph gland contained 1.54 gram Si 02 per kilo¬ 
gram of tissue.^ 


SILK’ATE OF SODA 

The commercial silicate of soda'’ or water-glass solutions so 
widely used as an adhesive or cementing agent, ai'e colloidal 
solutions containing negatively charged particles of silica and 
soda stabilized by preferential adsorption of hydroxyl ion.^ 
When soda ash is fused with more than one eciuivalent of silica, 
a glass results. If but slightly more than one equivalent is 
used, the glass may crystallize partially, giving a definite sodium 
metasilicate. Such fusions are slowly soluble in cold water 
and readily soluble in hot water; but the solubility decreases 
as the proportion of silica increases. When the ratio is approxi¬ 
mately lNa 2 () to 2 Si() 2 , complete solution is obtained with 
difficulty; and when it reaches lNa 20 to 4 Si() 2 , special methods 
must be employed to effect solution. 

The commercial silicates of soda" are not definite chemical 
individuals; but are variable systems of sodium oxide, silica, 
and water. The solution most commonly employed in this 
country consists approximately of lNa 20 to 3 . 3 Si() 2 . To 
prepare the solution, the molten fusion of soda ash and sand is 
run into large revolving bins partially filled with water. By 
this procedure, the melt is shattered, giving a spongy mass that 
is fairly readily peptized by water. In a preparation containing 
between 18 and 35 per cent Na 20 • 3 . 3 Si 02 , the ultrainicroscope 
reveals myriads of particles so clearly distinguishable that they 
cannot be greatly hydrated. However, the increase in viscosity 
with increasing concentration is typical of emulsoid colloids, 

A Kahle: Beitr. Klin, Tuhericulose, 47 , 316 (1921). 

2 Sterickee: Chem. Met. Eng., 25 , 61 (1921). /\ 
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The viscosity increases only slif>;lit]y with the concentration for 
low values of the latter, but rises very rapidly when the concen¬ 
tration reaches a critical value. The slope of the viscosity- 
concentration curve is dependent on the sodium-oxide-silica 
ratio. Thus a change in concentration of but 1 per cent in a 
solution of Na2()‘3.9Si()2 causes an increase in viscosity from 
375 to 7000 centipoises; while an 8 per cent change in concentra¬ 
tion is necessary for a similar increase, in a solution of Na 2 () • 2 Si(.) 2 . 
The rate of change of viscosity is important as a measure of the 
rate of set when the silicate is used as an adhesive. 

Gels formed by concentrating silicate sols containing a high 
percentage of silica are very elastic. 8tei*icker^ reports that 
balls of the gel dropped 40 feet will Kibound two-thirds of the 
distance; and yet, like fluids, they will take the shape of the con¬ 
tainer in which they are placed. 

When a solution of water glass is neutralized by an acid, it 
sets to a jelly sooner or later, provided the concentration is not 
too low. The speed of gelation is determined by a number of 
factors among which may l)e mentioned the concentration, the 
excess of hydrogen or hydroxyl ions present, the impurities, 
the kind of acid used, and the temperature.^ Holmes gives 
directions for preparing various types of jellies setting in any 
required time. 

The addition of concentrated sodium chloride to water-glass 
solutions throws down a gelatinous precipitate which tends to 
become granular and hard; an excess of brine causes repeptiza¬ 
tion of the gel. Malcolmson*^ took advantage of this behavior to 
increase the volume of silicate solution without altering its 
viscosity appreciably. By proper adjustment of the concen¬ 
tration of brine, it was possible to extend the volume approxi¬ 
mately 21 per cent. Unfortunately, the adhesive properties of 
the extended solution are not so good as those of the original 
silicate; and the cost of mixing is usually greater than that of the 
silicate replaced.^ 

^ Bogue’s ^‘Colloidal Behavior,'’ 2, 565 (1924). 

^Flemming: Z. physik. Chem., 41, 427 (1903); Holmes: J. Phys. Gheni.j 
22, 510 (1918). 

« J. Ind, Eng, Chem,, 12, 174 (1920). 

♦Stebicker: Bogue’s “Colloidal Behavior,” 2, 569 (1924). 
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1"Iio iidditiuii of iron or niuinimim salts to water fi;liiss yields a 
gelatinous i)recipitate of variable composition containing hydrous 
silica and hydrous ferric or aluminum oxide as the case may be. 
The action between alum and water glass is made use of in the 
mineral sizing of paper. ^ The gelatinous precipitate is adsorbed 
by the paper, giving it a smoother and harder finish than is 
obtained in its absence. The precipitate sizes for printers’ 
ink which has an oil base; and it increases the resistance to aque¬ 
ous inks, possibly because of an increased retention of resin in 
the paper. 

When small crystals of various metallic salts are dropped into 
an 18 per cent solution of commercial water glass, growths 
resembling plant shoots sp)ring up, giving rise to the so-called 
^‘artificial vegetation” or “colloidal forest.”^ The growths are 
colored when colored salts are used, but the water-glass solution 
does not become colored except in the case of manganese salts. 
The form of the growths is different with different metals. For 
example, hair-like filaments result with cadmium salts and thick 
fungoid growths with nickel salts. The growths are tubular 
and act as semipermeable membranes. 

Applications. —(Commercial water glass finds application in a 
great many branches of industry. Attention has been called to 
its use in paper sizing and as an adhesive. For the latter purfK)se 
it is said to be the only substance employed in the fiber-container 
industry" for gluing together the components of both double- 
faced corrugated board and laminated solid fiber board.^ It is 
also used for impregnating sandstone and other porous stones as a 
protection against weathering. This is accomplished by treat¬ 
ing the stone with water glass followed by the application of a 
solution of calcium or aluminum sulfate, which precipitates an 
insoluble gel in the pores of the stone, greatly increasing its 
hardness and durability. It is also employed as a cement in 
the manufacture of artificial stone from sand and lime. A 
mixture of 2 parts fluorspar and 1 part powdered glass, made into 

^ ^ Vail: Chem. Met Eng.^ 26, 823 (1921); Sterickeh: Pape7 IruL^ 6, 1398 
(1923). 

’ ^Dollifibs: Compt. rerid.^ 143, 1148 (1906); Ross: Proc. Hoy. Soc. New 
Smith Wales, 44, 583 (1910); c/. J. Chem. Soc., 102, II, 49 (1912). 

. Malcolmson: J, Ind, Eng. Chern., 12, 174 (1920). 
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li tliick paste with water glass^ gives a cement for glass and 
j)orcelain. 

On account of its detergent properties, water glass is frequently 
added to cheap soap.^ It is employed in the calico-printing and 
dyeing industry and in fixing fresco colors by the process of 
stereochromy. It is also used for rendering wood, paper, etc. 
inflammable; and to a limited extent, in preventing wood from 
rotting and in the preservation of eggs. 

Because of its peptizing or deflocculating action, silicate of 
soda may be employed to produce the clay ^^slip’’ from which 
the casts are made in the manufacture of pottery and sanitary 
ware. An undeflocculated slip containing around 20 per cent 
of water is a stiff plastic mass. working into it about 0.1 
per cent each of Na 2 C) • 8.3Si02 and sodium carbonate, the mixture 
becomes sufficiently fluid that it can be pumped readily through 
1-inch pipes. This casting slip is then run into plaster molds 
which adsorb the water and flocculate the clay. Silicate of soda 
or some similar agent must also be used to prepare the slip in the 
electrical casting of clay.'^ 

The deflocculating action of silicate of soda on siliceous and 
argillaceous material has been applied in concentrating ore by 
flotation. Sulman^ found that less of the gangue constituents 
are carried into the froth, the greater their degree of dispersion. 
The importance of silicate of soda solutions in flotation is due to 
the wide range of their deflocculating action on the gangue. 
On the other hand, some ores such as copper sulfide are flocculated, 
thereby facilitating their flotation. Another method of ore 
concentration consists in deflocculating the gangue and removing 
it from the settled concentrate by decantation.'* ^ 

The Hydrous Oxides of Germanium 

Germanium Dioxide. —Hydrous Ge02 is precipitated in a 
gelatinous form by the hydrolysis of germanium tetrachloride^ 

V, ^ €f. Richardson: J, Ind. Eng. Chem.j 16, 241 (1923); Stericker: Ibid.^ 
16, 244 (1923). 

* Kleeman: Phys. Rev,, 20, 212 (1922). 

8 B%dl, Inst. Mining Met., 29, 49 (1920). 

Borcheedt: U. S. Patents 1446376 to 1446378; 1448514, 1448515 (1923). 

Winkler: J. prakt. Chem., (2) 34, 211 (1886); Dennis and Johnson: 
ir: Am. Chem. Soc., 46, 1380 (1923). 
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or tctrabromidcJ It is also obtained by passing; carbon dioxide 
into a solution of the oxide in alkali.- It forms no hydrates,'^ 
but it holds on to the last trace of adsorbed water quite strongly, 
complete dehydration requiring a temperature of 950^/ The 
precipitated oxide is fairly soluble in water, giving an acid solu- 
tioir'^ from which microscopic rhombic crystals^ separate on 
evaporation. 

Muller and Blank’’ recognize three distinct preparations: (1) 
The hydrol^^zed oxide obtained by hydrolysis of GeCU. This 
gel forms with cold water a milky suspension which clears up on 
boiling. It is readily soluble in hydrofluoric and hydrochloric 
acids. (2) The '‘evaporated'’ oxide resulting from evaporation 
of the aqueous solution. This preparation is but slowly soluble 
in cold water but dissolves in hot water after a short time. (3) 
''rhe "insoluble" oxide prepared by heating the evfiporatcd 
oxide to any temperature between 200"^ and its melting point 
(about 1100°) and then boiling the mass thoroughly with water 
to remove the unconverted "evaporated" oxide. This prepara¬ 
tion is insoluble in water and in boiling hydrochloric and hydro¬ 
fluoric acids, alkali, and ammonia, but becomes soluble on fusion. 
Analogous to the behavior of different preparation of silica and 
stannic oxide, the varying properties of the three germanium 
oxides might be due to differences in size of the primary particles 
and physical character of the precipitates. Against this hypoth¬ 
esis, it was shown that the yield of "insoluble" oxide formed by 
heating the evaporated oxide at different temperatures for the 
same period of time increased up to 380° and then decreased to 
the melting point. This suggests that 380° may represent the 
temperature of maximum velocity of transformation of the 
evaporated oxide into the "insoluble" form. When the time of 
heating of the evaporated oxide was varied at the constant 
temperature of 280°, the yield of the "insoluble" form increased 

1 Dennis and Hance: J. Am. Chem. Soc.^ 44, 299 (1922). 

2 Winkler: J. prakt. Chem., (6) 34, 177 (1886). 

3 Van Bemmelen: Rec. trav. chim., 6, 205 (1887). 

4 Dennis, Tkessler, and Hance: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 45, 2033 (1923). 

® Winkler: J. prakt. Chem., (2) 34, 211 (1886); MOller and Iszard: 
J. Med. Sci., 163, 364 (1922). 

®Haushofer: Sitzh. Akad. MUnchen, 1, 133 (1887). 

^ J, Am. Chem. Soc., 46, 2358 (1924). 



HYDROUS OXIDES OF SILICON AND GERMANIUM 201 


in such a manner as to suggest that the conversion could never 
reach 100 per cent. For this reason and because the yield of the 
insoluble form varied greatly with different preparations of 
evaporated oxide, Muller and Blank suggest that three allo- 
tropic forms of germanium oxide may exist, the evaporated 
oxide being a mixture of two of them. 

Germanium dioxide is said to be of value in the treatment of 
secondary and pernicious anemia.^ 

Germanous Oxide. —Unlike silicon but like tin, germanium 
forms an ^‘ous^' oxide. This is precipitated in a gelatinous form 
by the action of alkalies on a solution of GeUb or by the hydrolysis 
of germanium chloroform, GeHGls. When thrown down in the 
cold, the precipitate is yellow but it becomes yellowish red by 
boiling in the mother liquor. It is peptized by boiling water, 
giving a yellow sol. According to Hantzsch,^ it is very slightly 
soluble in water, acting as a weak monobasic acid of the constitu¬ 
tion HGeO’OH, analogous to formic acid. 

^Lenker: Penn, Med, J., 26, 86 (1922); Kast, Croll, and Schmitz, 
J, Lab, Clin. Med., 7, 643 (1922); Muller and Iszard: J. Med. Sci., 163, 
364 (1922); J. Metabolic Research, 3, 181 (1923); cf., however, Minot and 
Sampson: Boston Med. Surg. J., 189, 629 (1923). 

2 Z. ariorg. Chcvi., 30, 289 (1902). 



CHAPTER VUl 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF TIN AND LEAD 

Hydrous StaNxMc Oxide 

As early as 1812 Berzelius^ called attention to differences 
between the hydrous oxide formed by precipitation of stannic 
chloride with alkali and the product resulting from the action of 
nitric acid on tin. Berzelius thought at first that he was dealing 
with two degrees of oxidation; but this was disproved by subse¬ 
quent investigations of Davy, Gay Lussac, and Berzelius^ himself. 
Thus, Berzelius was led to conclude that the two preparations, 
having widely different properties, were simply modifications of 
the same oxide. In this way the term isomer or isomeric modifica¬ 
tion was introduced in chemistry.^ 

PRECIPITATED HYDROUS STAxNNIC OXIDE 

Since the oxides formed by precipitation of stannic salts and 
by the action of nitric acid on tin both give a very slight acid 
reaction when shaken with water, they are commonly designated 
as orthostannic and metastannic acids, respectively. The 
earlier chemists regarded them as distinct chemical individuals 
and recognized the similarities and differences between the two 
that are listed in Table XVIL In the light of what is now known 
of the colloidal state of matter, the statements of earlier chemists 
concerning the properties of these bodies are inaccurate in many 
respects. Since both substances are more properly termed 
hydrous oxides rather than acids, I shall designate them as alpha 
oxide and beta oxide, respectively, instead of as orthostannic 
and metastannic acid. 

1 ^^Lehrbuch,^’ 5th ed., 2, 596 (1812). 

2 Ann. chim. phys.^ [2] 5, 149 (1817). 

* Abeoo; ''Handbuch anorg, Chemie,^' [2] 3, 593 (1909). 
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TAin.K XVII 



Orthostannic acid 

Metastannic acid 

Pn'paration. 

Pnicipitation from solu¬ 
tion of stannit; salt 

Action of concentrat(‘d 
HNO3 on tin 

Formula. 

H 2 vSn 03 

H 28063 

Action of IlNOa. . . 

Easily soluble 

Insoluble 

Action of HCl. . . . 

Easily soluble; not precipi¬ 
tated by excess acid 

Insoluble. Product treated 
with concentrated acid 
and filtered dissolves in 
water but precipitates 
af^ain with excess acid 

Action of H2SO4. , . 

Easily soluble 

Insoluble but swells in con¬ 
centrated acid, forming a 
mass that is soluble in 
water 

Action of caustic 

Easily soluble; not precipi¬ 

Soluble when freshly pn*- 

alkalies. 

tated by excess alkali 

pared; precipitated by 
excess alkali 

Action of SnCb.... 

No action 

Yellow precipitate from 
solution in HCl 


Formation. —The typical a oxide is prepared by precipita¬ 
tion of SnCl 4 or SnBr 4 with alkali^ or with an excess of the car¬ 
bonate of barium or calcium;^ and by precipitating a solution of 
soluble crystalline stannate having the formula M 2 Sn(OH) 6 ^ 
with mineral acid.^ Rose^ claimed to get the a oxide by hydrol¬ 
ysis of a dilute solution of SnCU at the boiling point. This is 
unquestionably incorrect, since it has been observed repeatedly 
that a oxide, formed by hydrolysis of SnCU at low temperatures, 
goes over to oxide gradually on standing or very rapidly at 
the boiling point.® Similar observations have been made with 
SnBr4^ and with Sn(N03)4. Lorenz® obtained the a oxide by 

^ Berzelius: ‘^Lehrbuch/^ 5th ed., 2, 1596 (1812). 

* Schiff: Liebig^s Ann. Chem.y 120, 47 (1861). 

* Bellucci and Parravano: Z. anorg. Chem., 46, 142 (1902). 

♦Fremy: Ann. c/am. phys.y (3) 12, 463 (1844); 23, 385 (1848); KOhl: 

Pharm. Ztg.^ 63, 49 (1908). 

^Pogg. Ann,, 76, 1 (1848). 

®Barfoed: J. praki. C/iem., 101, 368 (1867); Engel; Compt. rend., 124, 
765 (1897); 126, 464, 651, 709 (1897); Zsigmondy: Liebig ^s Ann. Chem., 
301, 368 (1898). 

^Lorenz: Z. anorg. Chem., 9, 371 (1896). 

* Z. anorg. Chem,, 12, 436 (1896). 
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olcctrolyzing an alkali cliloride, nitrate, or sulfate solution using 
a platinum cathode and a tin anode. 

ddie typical /? oxide is prepared by the oxidation of tin with 
moderately concentrated IINO 3 . Weber^ claimed that acid of 
1,2 sp. gr. gave both a and oxides, while acid of 1.35 sp. gr. 
produced a clear solution from which oxide was obtained by 
warming. Hay- and Scott^"* likewise observed the complete 
dissolution of tin in moderately dilute nitric acid ( 1 : 1 ) at 2 °, 
from which 13 oxide precipitated by warming or by standing at 
ordinary temperatures, d^he solution contained stannous nitrate 
stannic nitrate,^ and doubtless colloidal stannic oxide*' in varying 
amounts depending on the concentration of acid and the tem¬ 
perature, As before noted, (3 oxide is produced whenever a 
dilute solution of a crystalline tin salt undergoes hydrolysis at 
the boiling temperature. A solution of amorphous sodium meta- 
stannate, so called, likewise precipibites 13 oxide when heated. 

From this survey, it is evident that either oxide may be pre¬ 
pared by hydrolysis of stannic salts under suital^le conditions. 
In all probability the first product of this hydrolysis is always a 
oxide, which subsequently goes over to 13 oxide quite slowly at 
ordinary temperatures but with increasing rapidity as the tem¬ 
perature is raised. 

Composition. —By drying different precipitated oxides under 
the proper conditions, earlier investigators have reported the 
preparation of a wide variety of supposedly definite hydrates 
and hydrated acids.*' An extensive study of the change in vapor 
pressure of different preparations with the temperature led van 
Bemmelen to conclude that such compositions were purely acci¬ 
dental, depending on the method of formation, the method of 
drying, the temperature, and the age of the sample. Van 
Bemmelen’s observations were confirmed and extended, and his 

^Pogg. Ann,, 122, 358 (1864). 

^Chern. News, 22, 298 (1870). 

® Chem, News, 22, 322 (1870). 

4 Walker: J. Chem. Soc., 63, 845 (1893). 

^ Meokleistburg: Z. anorg. Chem., 64, 370 (1909). 

« Fremy: Ann. chim. phys., (3) 12, 463 (1844); 23, 393 (1848); c/. Weber: 
Pogg. Ann., 122, 358 (1864); cf. Graham: Liebig's Ann. Chem., 13, 140 
(1835); Schaffner: llrid., 61, 168 (1844); Carnelley and Walker: J. 
Chem. Soc., 63, 83 (1888). 
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conclusions reaffirmed by Lorenz^ and Mecklenburg.^ Recently, 
however, Willstatter and his collaborators^ adopted the older 
view that the behavior of the variety of oxides could be explained 
best by assuming the existence of more or less stable hydrates. 
Willstatter claimed to remove all the adsorbed water from a 
compound by drying rapidly in vacuum or by leaching with 
acetone. The composition of a gel formed in a special way and 
dried by the acetone method at —35*^ to + 10 ® was represented by 
the formula 8 n(()H) 4 • Il 2 <); but when dried at room temperature 
the analysis showed a composition Sn(()II) 4 , which was regarded 
as the first member of a series of a stannic acids. In an aqueous 
medium, Sn(()H )4 was supposed to go over into other less basic 
members of the series. Thus by suitable conditions of precipi¬ 
tation and drying with acetone at 0 to 10 ®, orthodistannic acid 
was su})j)()sedly formed; at 35 to 40®, orthotristannic acid; and 
so on. Different so-called (3 stannic acid were likewise prepared 
and many of them assigned formulas. 

As proof of hydrate formation, Willstatter cites the regions of 
almost constant water content in the temperature-composition 
curves of acetone-dried preparations. Such evidence is alto¬ 
gether inconclusive, particularly when the nature and location 
of the ^^fiats^^ in the curves are determined almost exclusively 
by the history of the sample. The same may be said of the 
“ flats in the temperature-vapor-presvsure curves of van Bemme- 
len. The adsorptive capacity of a hydrous oxide for water at 
different stages of dehydration is determined by the physical 
character of the preparation; hence a ‘‘fiat” corresponding to a 
definite hydrate is purely accidental and can be duplicated only 
by following a set method of procedure in precipitation, ageing, 
and drying. Willstatter's comparison of the behavior of hypo¬ 
thetical high-molecular hydrated stannic acids with their groups 
Sn:0 and Sn-OH, to that of carbohydrates with their groups 
C: 0 and C * OH, appears highly fantastic and illusionary. 

Action of Acids. —Freshly prepared a oxide is readily soluble in 
dilute HCl and is not preepitated by an excess of acid even at 
the boiling point; whereas IS oxide is insoluble in both dilute and 

1 Z, anorg. Chem,, 9, 360 (1895). 

^Z, amrg. Cheni., 64, 368 (1909); 74, 207 (1912); 84, 121 (1914). 

® WillstXttek, Kraut, and Fremery: Ber.y 67 63, 1491 (1924). 
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concentrated acid. However, if 0 oxide is treated with concen¬ 
trated HCl, a gelatinous mass is formed which Engel^ believes 
to be a salt, metastanyl chloride. This product is taken up by 
water but is reprecipitated by boiling or by adding concentrated 
HCl. In view of the variety of acids that are supposed to be 
derived from stannic oxide, it is not surprising to encounter a 
number of basic salts of tin. Thus Engel claims to get SnCh, 
8n508Cl2*4H20, and Sn^() 9 Cl 2 - 2 H 2 O corresponding to his ortho, 
raeta, and para acids.^ While SnCU is obtained by the action of 
concentrated HCl on the a oxide^ and H 2 SnCl 6 '^ formed by 
passing gaseous HCl into a solution of stannic chloride, there is 
little or no evidence to support the view that the amorphous 
precipitates, obtained from solutions of a and 0 oxide under 
varying conditions, are definite comp)ounds. Van Bemmelen*" 
was the first to recognize the real nature of such solutions. He 
proved it to be incorrect to speak of solubility of the oxides 
in acid by showing that the acid which holds the a oxide in what 
was thought to be a true solution may be neutralized almost 
entirely without the oxide precipitating; that the salt formed 
may be removed by dialysis without precipitation taking place; 
and finally, that the solutions may be boiled, converting a oxide 
into 0j which likewise does not precipitate unless the boiling is 
continued too long.® Van Bemmelen also observed the adsorp¬ 
tion of HCl by both oxides. Below the concentration which 
causes peptization, the adsorption isotherms have the usual 
form, indicating that the amount adsorbed depends on the 
concentration of acid in contact with the oxide. The adsorption 
was found to be less with 0 oxide than with a, and the older and 
denser the 0 oxide, the less was the adsorption. 

The action of hydrochloric acid on the different oxides can now 
be explained. The newly formed oxide possesses a softer and 

1 Compt, rend,, 724, 766 (1897); 126, 464, 657, 709 (1897). 

® Cf, Tbchermak: J. prakt, Chem,, 86, 334 (1862); Mallet: J. Chern. Soc., 
35, 524 (1879); Scheurer-Kestner: Ann. chim. phys. (3) 68, 471 (1860); 
Ordway; Am, J. Set,, (2) 23, 220 (1857); cf, also Rohe: Pogg. Ann,, 76, 1 
(1848); Wittstein: Jahresher., 1850, 321. 

® Barpoed: j, prakt. Chem., 101, 368 (1867). 

* Kowalwbky: Inaugural Dissertation, Breslau (1902). 

® ^*Die Absorption,^^ 56, 393 (1910); Z, anorg. Chem., 28, 111 (1900). 

* Graham: Liebig* s Ann, Chem,f 121, 1 (1861), 
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looser structure than the /3 oxide, and so the former is readily 
peptized by dilute acid and the colloid is stable even in the pres¬ 
ence of a very small amount of acid. A high concentration of 
acid converts it into a true solution of SnCU. The coarser, 
denser particles of /3 oxide are insoluble and are not peptized by 
dilute liCl. Concentrated acid, on the other hand, peptizes 
the oxide; and if the excess of acid is poured off, the particles 
will go into solution in water (dilute hydrochloric acid) from 
which they are precipitated by excess acid or by boiling. Since 
a oxide changes to pi'even at ordinary temperatures and in contact 
with water, we should expect the colloidal solution of a oxide 
formed by hj^drolysis of a dilute solution of SnCh gradually to 
assume the properties of the dilute hydrochloric acid solution of 
B oxide, as observed by Frerny, Rose, Lowenthal,^ and others.- 

In the light of the experiments of van Bemmelen, it is unlikely 
that the amorphous masses obtained by Engel and others are 
definite chlorides. Further doubt is thrown on this by Biron,*"* 
who obtained products similar to Engebs meta and para chlor¬ 
ides, but found their composition to be indefinite. 

Mecklenburg investigated the properties of the oxides obtained 
by the simultaneous action of various mixtures of hydrochloric 
and nitric acid on tin. The products adsorbed both acids in 
proportion to the relative concentrations in the original solution; 
the ratio, total acid:Sn02, remaining approximately 0.5:1. 
The greater the hydrochloric acid content of the hydrous oxide, 
the more readily it was peptized by water, a circumstance which 
led Mecklenburg to attribute to this acid a protecting action 
similar to that of a protective colloid. 

Collins and Wood^ regard the various stannic oxides as salt¬ 
like complexes formed by continued condensation between 
molecules of stannic hydroxide acting as acid and base, respec¬ 
tively. The peptization by hydrochloric acid is looked upon 
as essentially a chemical process, although the first stage in the 
process is recognized as adsorption of hydrochloric acid by the 

1J. prakL Chem., 77, 321 (1859). 

®Barfoed: Loc, HI.; Au.en: J, Cheyn, Soc,, 26, 274 (1872); Lorenz: Z. 
anorg. Chem., 9, 369 (1895). 

»,/. Urns. Phya.-Chetn. Soc., 36, 933 (1904). 

^ J. Chem. Soc.y 121, 441 (1922). 
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oxide particles in varying amounts, depending on the extent of 
surface which in turn is proportional to the degree of condensa¬ 
tion. Following this adsorption, a reaction is thought to take 
place between the adsorbent and the adsorbed acid, due to neu¬ 
tralization of the latter by some of the basic affinities of the original 
stannic hydroxide still possessed by the condensed acid. The 
resulting salt will ^deld a positive complex ion and chloride 
ion, if the ionization is not prevented by the presence of too high 
a concentration of chloride ion from ionization of hydrochloric 
acid. While the behavior of oxides prepared in different ways 
has been interpreted by the aid of these assumptions, tliere seems 
to be no real justification for postulating the existence of a wide 
variety of condensed stannic acids and complex basic salts. It 
seems much more likely, particularly in the light of the recent 
observations of PascaF and Yamada,- that the various products 
are simply hydrous stannic oxides that have adsorbed hydrogen 
and chloride ions, the positive charge on the colloidal particle 
arising from preferential adsorption of hydrogen ion. 

Sulfuric acid acts on both a and oxide in miudi the same way 
as IlCl. Dilute HNOa peptizes a oxide quite readily when the 
latter is freshly prepared; but 13 oxide is neither dissolved nor 
peptized by even the most concentrated acid. However, (3 
oxide adsorl)s HNO3 to a certain degree and the adsorbed 
acid can be removed only by prolonged washing.^ 

The adsorbing power of 0 oxide for phosphoric acid deserves 
special mention, since a standard analytical procedure for sepa¬ 
rating this acid from mixtures consists in adding tin foil to the 
nitric acid solution, the resulting oxide carrying down the 
H 3 P 04 .^ For the complete precipitation of 1 mol of phosphoric 
acid, 6 to 7 atoms of tin must be present according to Classen;^ 
7 according to Antony and Mondolfo;® and about 13 according 

1 CompL rend, 176, 1063 (1922). 

2 J. Chem. Soc. Tokyo, 44, 175 (1923). 

3 Jorgensp:n: Z, anorg. Chem., 67, 353 (1908). 

^ Revonoso: J. prakt. Chem., 64, 261 (1851); Rohcoe and Schohlemmeh; 
on (^henii.stry,” 2, 899 (1923); Rkikig: Liebig’s Ann. Chem., 98, 
339 (1856); Oiraud: Compi. rend, 64, 468 (1862). 

® “Angew. Methoden atialyt. Chem.,” 2, 555 (1903). 

^Gazz.chirn. ital., (2) 38, 145 (1898). 
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to Woblini^.^ Mccklenburpj“ showed conclusively that the 
removal of lI;iP 04 by precipitated stannic oxide was not due to 
the formation of a definite stannic pyrophosphate, but to adsorp¬ 
tion, the amount of acid carried down depending not only on its 
concentration but on the nature of the oxide. The adsorption 
isotherms for five oxides, prepared at different temperatures, 
showed a decreasing adsorption capacity with increasing temper¬ 
ature of formation. 

Action of Alkalies.-*~Dilute caustic alkalies carry both the a 
and ^ oxides into solution. For a long time this solution was 
believed to taak place by virtue of the formation of definite alkali 
stannates and metastannates, largely })ecause evai)oration of solu¬ 
tions of a oxide in strong alkali yield definite crystals having the 
formula MoSid >3 • 3112^1** or M 2 Sn(()ll)c.‘^ However, if the solu¬ 
tion of the cx oxide in dilute alkali is not evaporated but treated 
with alcohol, a precipitate is formed, varying in composition 
from 5 to 17 mols of Sn ()2 to 1 mol of 1 x 2 ^ ^ depending altogether 
on the relative amounts of the two substances in solution. In 
like manner, the precipitate obtained from a solution of oxide 
in alkali varies very widely, depending as it does on the condi¬ 
tions of formation.^ 

Twenty-five years ago, van BernmeleiF’ called attention to the 
colloidal nature of the solutions of both a and 0 oxides in 
alkalies. He agitated the same amounts of a oxide with like 
volumes of cold dilute KOII of various concentrations; when the 
concentration of alkali was less than 8.8 mols of K 2 () to 100 of 
Sn() 2 , the peptized oxide precipitated spontaneously, carrying 
down with it a greater part of the alkali. As is usual, the amount 

^ ‘^LehrbuHi anal. Chorn.,” 405 (1011). 

^ Z, anorg. Chem., 74, 215 (1012). 

^Oudway; Am. J. Sci., (2) 40, 173 (1865); Marignac: Ann. mines, (3) 
16, 277 (1850); Moukrg: ,7. prakt. Chem., 28, 230 (1843). 

^ Bellucoi and Pakravano: Z. anorg. Chem.^ 46, 142 (1902). Other 
hydrat-es arc also known; Haeffley: Dinglers polytech. J., 144, 66 (1867); 
Jonas: Chern. Zenir., 607 (1865). 

®Fremy: Ann. chim. phys., (3) 12, 460 (1844); 23, 385 (1848); Rose: 
Pogg. Ann., 76, 1 (1848); 106, 564 (1858); Wfjjer: Ibid., 122, 358 (1864); 
Musctjlus: Compt. rend., 66, 061 (1867); Moberg: Berzelius* Jahresber., 
22, 144 (1843). 

® “Die Absorption,'* 57 (1010), 
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of KOH adsorbed by a given aiiiouiii of oxide varied wiili the 
temperature and concentration, and there was no indication of 
the formation of definite stannates. He thus accounted for the 
wide variation in the composition of the precipitate thrown out 
by alcohol from the colloidal solution of the a oxide in alkali, 
as observed by Ordway and others. 

VanBemmelen obtained similar results with the more difficultly 
peptizable /3 oxide. The first action of dilute NaOH was to 
produce an opalescent solution that, in itself, showed the oxide 
to be in the colloidal state. The relative amounts of oxide and 
alkali in the solution were varied widely; and, as in the case of 
a oxide, spontaneous precipitation took place the more rapidly, 
the greater the relative amount of 8 n() 2 . These colloids were 
coagulated by excess alkali, which was not the case with colloidal 
a oxide. The precipitated oxides obtained in any case, adsorbed 
alkali in varying amounts, depending on the alkali concentra¬ 
tion and the physical character of the precipitate.^ 

Some observations of Ileinz^ and of Franz’ give some idea of 
the relative ease of peptization of different oxides by alkali. 
The fonner prepared a colloidal solution of an a oxide in which the 
ratio K 2 O: Sn 02 was 1 : 200 ; and the latter obtained colloidal 
oxides in which this ratio varied from 1:25 to 1:50. As is usual, 
the peptizing action of potassium hydroxide is greater than that of 
sodium hydroxide, the precipitating power of K' ion being appre¬ 
ciably smaller than that of Na' ion.^ 

Mordanting Action. —Tin salts, particularly SnCU are some¬ 
times used as mordants in dyeing cotton, wool, and silk. The 
salt is adsorbed by the dye fiber and subsequently hydrolyzes, 
giving hydrous stannic oxide which forms lakes with certain 
dyes that are distinguished by their brilliancy.^ Vignon® 
studied the action of both ^ and a oxide on a basic dye, pheno- 
safranine; with the former, a brilliant-red lake was formed, while 
with the latter no dye was taken up. Thus the dye is readily 

J C/. Wintgen: Z. physik. Chem.y 103, 238 (1923). 

* Dissertation, Gottingen (1914). 

* Dissertation, Gottingen (1913). 

< Weiser: /. Phys. Chem.y 26, 424-427 (1922); cf. Collins and Wood: 
J. Chem. Soc.y 121, 2760 (1922). 

« Herzfbld: “Das Farben und Bleichen der Textifasern,^^ 1, 73, (1904). 

« Compi, rend,, 112, 580 (1891). 
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adsorbed by the loose finely divided particles of a oxide, while 
the larger denser particles of oxide have comparatively little 
adsorbing power.* This behavior is general and has led to the 
statement: ‘^The formation of metastannic acid during the prep¬ 
aration of tin mordants is called firing; it must be avoided, since 
this substance has no mordanting power and its generation 
involves loss of tin/’^ 

The Question of Isomers. —A survey of the properties of the 
so-called a and 0 oxides discloses marked differences in their 
solubility, adsorbability, and ease of peptization. The typical 
a oxide is quite soluble in concentrated acids and alkalies forming 
definite salts under suitable conditions; it possesses a marked 
capacity for adsorption and is readily peptized. The typical 
fl oxide, however, is very difficultly soluble, has a comparatively 
slight capacity for adsorption, and is not peptized by dilute 
acids or alkalies. If these two oxides are definite isomers, then 
any i)roduct having properties intermediate between the two 
might be looked upon as a mixture. If the difference in the 
properties of tlie two, however, is due to variation in the size 
of the primary particles and the compactness of the hydrous 
mass, then any product with intermediate properties must be a 
chemical individual and not a mixture. 

Van Bemmelen came out definitely against the view that the 
difference between the two oxides is due to allotropy rather than 
to physical structure. He called attention to the absence of a 
definite inversion point at which a oxide goes over to jS, and 
demonstrated the slow but continuous transformation at ordinary 
temperatures even under water. Mecklenburg® comes to a 
similar conclusion: ‘‘The a and stannic acids are hydrous 
oxides that are little if at all soluble in water, and differ from each 
other in the size of the particles.'' 

Mecklenburg^ prepared five distinct oxides by hydrolysis of 
stannic sulfate at 0, 25, 50, 75, and 100°. These oxides were’ 
dried in the air and ground to a powder. Each product wasdiffer- 

’ r/. Mohley and Wood: J. So(\ Dyem Colourists^ 39, 105 (1923). 

® Knecht, Rawson, and Lowenthal: “A Manual of Dyeing," 1, 272 
(1916). 

amrg. Chew., 34, 368 (1909); 74, 207 (1912); 84, 121 (1914). 

* Z. anorg. Chem., 74, 207 (1912). 
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ent from the others, and with few exceptions, the properties 
approached more nearlj^ to those usually attributed to oxide, 
the higher the temperature of formation. There was no apparent 
connection between the compactness of the dried powder and 
the temperature of preparation; thus, the 100° oxide contained 
the least water and was most voluminous. This was possibly 
due to some variation in the conditions of drying and grinding 
of the several products, for the volume of the preeijntated oxide 
depends on the temperature of formation in a perfectly regular 
fashion,^ the oxide formed at the highest temperature being the 
most compact. Mecklenburg found little difference in the case 
of peptization of his oxides with concentrated IICU, except the 
50° oxide wliich appeared most difficult to peptize. It seems to 
me altogether unlikely that 0 and 100° oxides should be peptized 
with ecjual facility. It is more probable that the difference in 
peptizibility was not detectable with concentrated acid. Meck¬ 
lenburg observed an increase in the precipitation concentration 
of sodium sulfate for the 100° oxide peptized by llCl on mixing 
with it the 0° oxide or one freshly prepared by hydrolysis of 
stannic chloride. From this he concludes that the different 
oxides cannot l)e mixtures of definite a and (3 isomers. While 
the conclusion is doubtless correct, it is certainly not justified 
from his precipitation experiments; on the contrary, these would 
seem to support the view that the oxides are mixtures. Thus, 
the so-called ^bsulfate value’' of 100° oxide alone is 0.04 cubic 
centimeter; but when mixed with 10 to 90 per cent of a freshly 
prepared oxide it varies from 0.15 to 1.8 cubic centimeters. Since 
certain ones of his 50 and 75° oxides have sulfate values within 
the limits found for the mixtures, it might be argued that all of 
his preparations are mixtures. It should be noted in passing, 
that Mecklenburg’s observations are exactly what one should 
expect. The adsorption of the sulfate ion by the fresh oxide is 
much greater than by the 100° oxide; hence, the initial amounts 
added are all taken up by the former, and the precipitation of a 
given amount of the latter cannot take place until a higher sulfate 
concentration is reached. 

In order to determine the relative peptizability of hydrous 
stannic oxides formed at different temperatures, some experi- 

* Weiser: Phys, Chem,, 26, 667 (1922). 
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jTients were carried out^ on the moist instead of the dried oxides, 
using dilute instead of concentrated a-cid. In these experiments 
dilute nitric acid was used, since it is known that this acid 
peptizes a oxide, whereas it has neither a peptizing nor a solvent 
action on the typical ^ oxide. Accordingly, the behavior with 
dilute nitric acid of the oxides formed under different conditions 
should give not only a measure of the relative peptizability but 
should indicate whether the oxides are definite individuals 


Taiujo XVni. —Pkptiz\ti4>n of Hydrous Stannk' Oxides with 
Xrn{i<' Aril) 


of 

Hainpl(‘s, 

iiuriut(\s 

T(‘iiip(M’atun‘ of 
pn'cipiUition, 

()l>.s(Tva.t ions 

5 

2:1 

rapidly; solution cloudy after 10 min¬ 
utes hut cl(‘ar in 15 luinutc^s 


40 

j 

P(‘ptized more slowly; solution v(wy cloudy after 
15 ininuti^s, quite cloudy aftiu* 30 minutes hut 
clear with only a slight opalescence in 45 
minutes 


5S 

Peptized very slowly; solution very cloudy 
after 1 hour, clearing in 2 hours, and clear 
with slight opalescenct^ after 3 hours 


100 

Peptization far from complete after 8 hours 

10 

22 

Peptized slowly; solution quite cloudy after 2 
hours and slightly opalescent aft(T 4 })ours 


39 

Peptizetl very slowly; no residue', hut solution 
very cloudy after 5 hours; transparent but 
cloudy aft(‘r 10 hours 


5S 

Most peptized in 15 hours hut solution opaque 


UK) 

But little pi'ptized 


differing in solubility, adsorbability, and peptizability, or 
whether they are mixtures of a definite a oxide peptizable by 
nitric acid with a definite jS isomer not peptizable by this acid. 
One-gram samples of Sn02 were precipitated at varying tem¬ 
peratures, the mixtures centrifuged, and the supernatant liquid 
discarded. The precipitates were shaken with 100 cubic centi- 

^ Weiser: J. Phys, Chem., 26 , 654 (1922). 
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meters of 1.25 N nitric acid either 5 or 10 minutes after precipita¬ 
tion, as recorded in Table XVIII. It will be noted that there is 
a distinct difference in the peptizability of the oxides prepared at 
different temperatures. The loose, finely divided and highly 
hydrous particles of the oxide formed at room temperature are 
I^eptized readily by nitric acid; whereas the more compact, coarser 
and less hydrous particles formed at higher temperatures are 
less readily peptized. Moreover, the 40 and GO'^ oxides are not 
readily peptized by dilute HNO.^ and so would not be designated 
as a oxides; but they are peptized after a time, which proves them 
to be neither /3 oxide nor mixtures of a and oxides. 

Conclusions as to the relationships among the various stannic 
oxides, deduced from investigations of their behavior with chemi¬ 
cal reagents, are supported in a striking wa^^ by recent studies of 
their physical characteristics. Thus PascaP compared the 
theoretical values of the molecular magnetic susceptibilities for 
the hypothetical acids Sn(()Ii )4 and Sn()(OH )2 with the values 
for the hydrous oxides obtained by various methods. The 
results show that the acids are not definite compounds but 
are mixtures of anhydrous stannic oxide with water in varying 
amounts, depending on their history. Quite similar conclusions 
were reached by Yamada^ from x-ray analysis of natural cassiter- 
ite and of ten samples of hydrous oxides prepared by the methods 
of (a) Zsigmondy,^ (h) Schneider,'* (c) Collins and Wood,^ from 
SnCU and marble (Sri02 *4.2H20), (d) Graham,® (c) Rose,^ (/) 
Collins and Wood, oxidation of tin by HNO 3 , {g) Engel,® (h) 
desiccating sample (J) in a vacuum, (i) drying sample (/) at 
100^ (Sn02 • I.IH 2 O), (j) heating sample (/) to redness. From 
the photographs were measured the distances of the lines from 
the center, their angles, and their intensities. All the samples, 
irrespective of their history, contained a similar central nucleus; 
hence, the physical difference among them is due not to chemi- 

^ Compt. rend.f 175, 1063 (1922). 

® J. Chem. Soc» Japan, 44, 210 (1923); Of. Posnjak: J. Phys, Chem., SO, 
1073 (1926). 

^Ldebig's Ann. Chem., 301, 361 (1898), 
anorg. Chem., 5, 82 (1894). 

» J. Chem. Soc., 121, 441 (1922). 

^Pogg- Ann., 123, 538 (1864). 

Pogg. Ann., 76, 1 (1848). 

* Ann. ckim. phys., (3) 12, 463 (1844), 
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(;a.l differences but to the i)hysieal structure and to the manner in 
which water adheres to the surface of the oxide granules. 

STANNIC OXIDE SOLS 

Formation. —Colloidal stannic oxide almost free from eiectro- 
lytes was first prepared by Graham^ by adding alkali to stannic 
chloride solution or hydrochloric acid to sodium stannate solu¬ 
tion short of precipitation and dialyzing the resulting solutions. 
In both cases a gel was first formed on the dialyzer, but this went 
into colloidal solution again as the purification was continued. 
The sol was negatively charged, doubtless owing to the presence 
of a small amount of free alkali. Excess of the latter was 
removed by the addition of a few drops of tincture of iodine. As 
noted previously, Graham was able to boil the colloid without 
precipitating it, thereby forming colloidal ^ oxide. His prepa¬ 
rations were fairly pure and so were readily coagulated by salts 
and acids. 

Schneider^ dialyzed the sol formed by adding ammonia to 
stannic chloride short of precipitation; and Zsigmondy^peptized 
with ammonia the thoroughly washed oxide formed by hydrolysis 
of a dilute solution of stannic chloride. The amount of ammonia 
required was very small; in one experiment, a single drop contain¬ 
ing approximately 0.03 gram of ammonia sufficed for the peptiza¬ 
tion of 1.45 grams of oxide. Any excess ammonia was removed 
by heating the colloid to boiling, thus doing away with the neces¬ 
sity for dialysis. Sols prepared in this way were negatively 
charged and were readily precipitated by electrolytes, particu¬ 
larly those having strongly adsorbed cations. The properties 
of the precipitated oxides lay between those of the typical a and 
P oxides, and Zsigmondy believed them to be mixtures of the two 
forms, the usual properties of each being modified by the presence 
of the other. This view is probably incorrect. 

As previously noted, hydrous stannic oxide freshly prepared 
at room temperature, is readily peptized by dilute mineral acids; 
while the aged oxide is peptized by concentrated HCl and H2SO4 
under suitable conditions, but not by HNO3. The sols are posi- 

1 PhU. Tram,y 121, 213 (1861). 

® Z. anorg, Chem., 6, 82 (1894). 

^LieW» Ann. Chem.y 301, 361 (1898). 
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lively charpjocl owinj;' to pi*oforontiiil adsorption of liydro^on 
iond a,s evidenced by the low precipitation value of sulfat(‘ 
ion in the presence of considerable excess of hydroj^en ion." 
Biltz'^ obtained a fairly pure positive sol by dialysis of stannic 
nitrate prepared by metathesis of stannic chloride and lead 
nitrate. Metallic tin melted in an electric furnace and blown 
with air ^ives very finely divided 8 n ()2 which can be peptized 
by 0.02 to 0.01 N hydrochloric acid.'* 

Ageing.—Attention has been called to the transformation of 
a oxide peptized by dilute IlCd into the p form. This transforma¬ 
tion has been followed in a number of ways, a few of whicdi will 
be mentioned: J.bwenthal'' found that potassium ferrocyanide 
could be removed from solution completely by the addition of a, 
dilute solution of stannic chloride, but that the older the tin 
solution, the more was necessary to preci[)itate a definite a.mount 
of ferrocyanide and the greater was the relative amount of tin 
in the precipitate. This is shown in Ta])le XIX. Lowenthal’s 
observations were confirmed by Lorenz,^’ who assumed that the 
ferrocyanide was removed as Snt'e(CX)fi, and that more old 
stannic chloride solution was necessary on account of the lower 


Table XIX 


Age of SnCb solution, 
days 

Amount of SnCb solu¬ 
tion to pr(‘<Mf)it;ite 0.5 
gram K 4 Fe(G'X)f„ (uibic 
centimeters 

Com})osition of precipi¬ 
tate, 

Mots of Sn(()II)4 

mols of K 4 F(^((^N)fi 

0 

6 

1.5 

7 

10 

2.3 

14 

14 

3 3 

81 

27 

6 5 

126 

32 

7.5 

162 

36 

0.5 


1 C/. Zociier: Z. atiorg. Chem.y 112 , 46 (1020). 

^Lowenthal: J. prakt, Chem,., 66, 366 (1852); Mecklenburg: Z, armg. 
Chem., 74, 207 (1912). 

3 Ber.y 36 , 443 (1902). 

Goldschmidt and KouLscHtlTTER: British Patent 189706 (1922). 

6 J. prakt, Chem,y 77, 321 (1859). 

® Z, armg. 9, 369 (1895). 
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concentration of stannic ion resulting from slow hydrolysis. This 
explanation is unsatisfactory^ for two reasons: first, because the 
hydrolysis of inorganic salts takes place much more rapidly than 
Lorenz assumed; and, second, because the composition of the 
precipitate is not SnFe(CN)6 but is varial)le, (jontaining more and 
more tin the older the solution. The true explanation of Lowen- 
thal’s observations lies in the agoing of the colloidal hydrous 
oxide. The addition of K 4 Fe(CN )6 causes coagulation of the 
colloid. Since the particles of a newly formed colloid are smaller 
and have a greater iidsor{)tion capacity than those of an older 
colloid, less of the former is necessary to adsorl) completely a 
given amount of ferrocyanide and the ratio of tin to ferrocyanido 
in the preci{)itatc is relatively low. As the colloid ages, it 
becomes less stal)lc; and the adsorption capacity falls off so that 
more colloid is necessary to adsorb a definite amount of ferro- 
cyanide, and the ratio of tin to ferrocyanide becomes quite 
large.- 

Tartaric acid was found by Lowenthal to prevent the ageing of 
colloidal hydrous stannic oxide. While this may be due to some 
specific action of tartrate ion, I am inclined to attribute it to 
the formation of a definite complex, obtainable in crystalline form 
if desired.•'* 

The age of colloidal stannic oxide may be determined roughly 
by treating with stannous chloride. The colloid prepared from 
newly formed stannic oxide is not precipitated by stannous 
chloride,"^ whereas the aged colloid is thrown down as a yellow 
precipitate by this reagent. The precipitate is variable in com¬ 
position,^ consisting of hydrous stannic oxide that has adsorbed 
varying amounts of stannous chloride under the different condi¬ 
tions of precipitation.® (Jollins and Wood observed a small 

^ Mecklenbuiuj : Z. anorg. Chc?n., 66, 372 (1009). 

* C/. Baufoed: J. jmikt. Chem.^ 101 , 368 (1867). 

® Rosenheim and Auon: Z. arwrg, CJiem., 39 , 170 (1004). 

^Lowenthal: J. prakt. Uhcni.y 77 , 321 (1850); Biuon: J. Rtiss. Phys.- 
Chem. Soc., 37 , 033 (1005). 

^Fkkmy: Ann. chirn. pfnjs.y (3) 12 , 462 (1844); 23 , 303 (1848); Schiff: 
lAebig^s Ann. Cheni.j 120 , 47 (1861); Tschehmak: J. prakt. Chcni.y 86,334 
(1862). 

® Weisee: j, Phys. Chem.y 26, 674 (1922); Collins and Wood: J. Chem. 
Soc.y 123, 452 (1923). 
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increase in adsorption with increasing character of the 
hydrous oxide, indicating that some factor other than size of 
grain is involved. As is usual, stannic oxide shows a stronger 
tendency to adsorb tin ions than chloride ions. On account of 
the usual strong adsorption of hydrogen ion, the adsorption of 
stannous chloride is somewhat less in the presence of hydrochloric 
acid.^ 

It may be mentioned in passing that hydrogen sulfide precipi¬ 
tates stannous sulfide from a colloidal solution of the fresh 
oxide in dilute hydrochloric acid; whereas, from the aged col¬ 
loid, hydrogen sulfide precipitates hydrous stannic oxide that is 
converted only very slowly into stannous sulfide.^ The explana¬ 
tion of this behavior is evident when we consider the difference 
in solubility of the new and old oxide. In the new colloid pre¬ 
pared by peptization with hydrochloric acid there is some stannic 
ion, the removal of which by precipitation as stannous sulfide 
results in further solution and subsequent precipitation until all 
is thrown down as sulfide; while the aged colloid contains but a 
negligible amount of stannic ion and the precipitate with hydro¬ 
gen sulfide is almost entirely the hydrous oxide. 

It thus appears that we may have colloidal solutions of any 
number of hydrous stannic oxides, each differing from the others 
in the size of the primary hydrous particles and, hence, in their 
reactivity, adsorbability, and stability under given conditions. 
As a rule, the particles tend to agglomerate into denser and less 
reactive secondary aggregates on standing, but the reverse process 
goes on in the presence of fairly concentrated hydrochloric acid or 
alkali. As with the precipitated oxide, there is no ground for 
assuming that the different colloidal solutions are mixtures of 
colloidal a with colloidal ^ particles in varying proportions. 

Behavior with Colloidal Metals. —One of the most characteris¬ 
tic properties of colloidal hydrous stannic oxide is its protective 
action on colloidal metals. It is well known that a gold solution 
treated with stannous chloride first gives a red coloration fol¬ 
lowed by the settling out of a purple or brown precipitate known 
as gold purple of Cassius from its discoverer, Andreas Cassius, 

^ (?/., however, Collins and Wood: J. Ckern. Soc.y 123, 452 (1923). 

2 Jorgensen: Z, ariorg. Chem.j 28, 140 (1901); Barfoed: J. praki, Chem.j 
101, 368 (1867): 
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of Leyden. Because of its wide use as a pigment in the ceramic 
industry, a number of recipes have been given for its preparation. 
The substance varies in color and composition with the method 
of formation, C'ertain earlier investigators, as Richter and Gay 
Lussac, believed purple of ("assius to be a mixture; but Berzelius 
thought it must be a definite compound. The latter view is 
supported by several facts: Purple of Gassius is purple in color, 
while a mixture of gold and stannic oxide is brick red; gold is 
not separated from purpde of Cassius with aejua regia, whereas it 
is from a mixture; mercury does not extract gold from the purple 
as it docs from a mixture; and finally, the freshly prepared purple 
is dissolved by ammonia, forming a purple liquid. In spite of 
this evidence we now know that Berzelius’ view is incorrect. 
Debray ‘ believed that gold forms a kind of color lake with stannic 
oxide, which is soluble in ammonia. Schneider*-^ emphasized 
the colloidal character of the purple and concludes rightly that its 
ammoniacal solution is a mixture of colloidal gold with colloidal 
hydrous stannic oxide. Supporting Schneider's view, Zsigmondy^ 
showed that a mere trace of ammonia will dissolve a large amount 
of freshly precipitated purple and that this purple solution will 
not pass through parchment during electrolysis, as electrolytes 
do. He settled the question once for all by precipitating with 
nitric acid suitable mixtures of colloidal gold with colloidal stan¬ 
nic oxide, obtaining purples almost identical with those prepared 
in other ways. The gold does not combine chemically with 
stannic oxide, but the usual properties of the former are masked 
by the protective action of the latter. 

Colloidal gold was found by Miiller'* to impart a red coloration 
to a number of substances^ and Moissan® obtained purples by 
distilling gold with tin, alumina, magnesia, zirconia, silica, 
and lime. Substances similar to gold purples have been prepared 
with other metals. Thus Wohler^ obtained silver purples 
similar to the gold pigment by mixing silver nitrate with stannous 

1 CompL rend., 75, 1025 (1872). 
anorg. Chem,, 5, 80 (1894). 

^Liebig's Ann. Chem., 301, 361 (1898). 

*J. prakt. Chem., (2) 30, 252 (1884). 

® Antony and Lucchesi: Gazz. chim. iud., (2) 26, 195 (1896). 

« Compt. rend., 141, 977 (1905). 

7 KolloidrZ., 7, 248 (1910). 
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nitrate; and Lottennoser’ prepared iho former synthetically in 
tlu^ same manner as Zsigmondy prej)ared the latter. Wohler- 
has also made an analogous platinum eomhination. All of these 
so-called “purples^’ are colloidal in nature, the composition 
varying with the conditions of formation. Their colloid chemis¬ 
try is chiefly that of the hydrous oxide. When freshly prepared, 
the purples are readily peptized by ammonia or dilute hydro¬ 
chloric acid; but when dried, there is little or no peptizing action 
even by concentrated ammonia or hydrochloric acid. 

Behavior with Other Hydrous Oxides.—In analytical chemis¬ 
try, the usual method of estimating tin consists in oxidizing it to 
insoluble stannic oxide and weighing it as siudi. It is well known, 
however, that the oxide formed in this way is always contam¬ 
inated by other substances present in the solution, such as iron, 
bismuth, copper, and lead. Rose^ observed that when iron is 
present in small amounts, the stannic oxide precipitated from 
nitric acid solution is contaminated by it; but that when any 
considerable quantity of iron is present, both the iron and tin 
remain in solution. Lepez and Storch^ digested tin with nitric 
acid containing iron, and obtained solutions of variable stability 
dependmg on the relative amounts of the two metals present; 
solutions containing 2 atoms or less of tin to 1 of iron could be 
boiled and even evaporated to dryness in a vacuum. (Concen¬ 
trated nitric acid threw out of the solutions a yellowish precipi¬ 
tate that redissolved on dilution; sulfuric acid and sulfates caused 
a permanent precipitate; while acetic acid and alkali chlorides 
and nitrates caused no precipitation, liy evaporating different 
solutions, the authors claimed to get compounds having such 
formulas as 1 . 8 Sn ()2 * H 2 () * Fe 2 ( 33 * I.8N2O5 and 4 Sn 02 - Il 2 ()’ I 62- 
() 3 * 1 . 1 N 205 . When a mixture of hydrous ferric and stannic 
oxides was thrown down from the mixed nitrates by a slight 
excess of ammonia and the precipitate washed free from ammo¬ 
nium nitrate, this precipitate, still containing a trace of ammonia, 
dissolved in water to a clear solution. Removal of ammonia by 
dialysis resulted in precipitation; but the addition of a trace of 

1 Anorganische Kolloide,^^ 53 (1901), 

^ Kolloid-Z., 2rid Supplement, III (1907). 

® Rose: Pogg. Ann., 112, 164 (1861). 

4 Monatshefte, 10, 283 (1889). 
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ammonia again caused complete solution, ('hromic nitrate 
behaved like ferric nitrate; but aluminum, uranium, cobalt, 
nickel, and copper nitrates did not cause solution of stannic 
oxide. 

The phenomena described by Lepez and Storch strongly 
suggest that their ferric-stannic mixtures were not salt solutions 
but were either (colloidal solutions of hydrous ferric oxide pep¬ 
tized by hydrous stannic oxide or colloidal hydrous stannic 
oxide peptized by ferric and hydrogen ions. The real nature of 
the mixtures was shown by two series of experiments.^ In the 
first experiments, mixtures of freshly j)reparcd oxides were 
treated with 100 cubic centimeters of 0.01 A" ammonium hydrox¬ 
ide as shown in Table XX. The results are (piite conclusive: 
Hydrous stannic oxide is peptized by hydroxyl ion, while hydrous 
ferric oxide is not. However, the colloidal stannic oxide adsorbs 
ferric oxide and carries it into colloidal vsolution as long as tin 
is present in excess. At the same time, hydrous ferric oxide 
adsorbs stannic oxide and tends to take it out of colloidal solu¬ 
tion so that no tin remains f)eptized when the former is present 
in large excess. This is quite analogous to the behavior of 


Tamlk XX.— -Peptization of Mixtures of IIyduous Stannic Oxide and 
Hydrous Ferric Oxide with O.Ol N' Ammonium Hydroxide 


Mix(*d oxi(l(\s prepared 

N SnC]4 -f N Fed 3, 
cubic ccutimetens 

Observations 

9.5 

0.5 

("loar colorle.ss colloidal solution 

9.0 

1.0 

Clear colloidal vSolution with yellow tinge 

8.5 

1.5 

Clear yellow colloidal solution 

8.0 

2.0 

Clear yellow colloidal solution 

7.5 

2.5 

Clear n^ddish-yellow’^ colloidal solution 

6.0 

4.0 

But little ferric oxide peptized; supernatant lapiid 
cloudy 

5.0 

5.0 

N^o ferric oxide peptized; supernatant liquid clear 
and colorless 

2 0 

8 0 

No peptization of either hydrous oxide 


1 Weiber: J. Phys. Chem., 26 , 078 (1922). 
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iiydrous chromic oxide with the hydrous oxides of iron, manga¬ 
nese, cobalt, nickel, copper, and magnesium.^ On account of the 
mutual adsorption of hydrous stannic oxide and hydrous ferric 
oxide, we should expect the precipitate obtained by mixing 
positive ferric oxide sol with negative stannic oxide sol to contain 
appreciable amounts of both oxides. It would be interesting 
to know whether the precipitate obtained by mixing yellow 
colloidal ferric oxide^ with colloidal stannic oxide under suitable 
conditions can be ignited without becoming red.^ 

In a second series of experiments, freshly prepared samples of 
hydrous stannic oxide were treated with mixtures of ferric nitrate 
and nitric acid, as shown in Table XXL The explanation of the 
observations is fairly simple. As previously noted, hydrous 
stannic oxide peptized by nitric acid coagulates spontaneously, 
since the aged oxide is neither peptized nor dissolved by this acid. 
Ferric nitrate peptizes this oxide both when newly formed and 
when aged. Accordingly, if freshly prepared hydrous stannic 
oxide is peptized either by ferric nitrate or by a suitable mixture 


Table XXL— Colloidal Stannic Oxide I^eptizkd by Fe(N03)3 and 

IlNOs 


0.38 gram SnOs + XH 2 O peptized 
by 

Observations 

N HNO 2 -f N Fe(N03)3 + HA 
cubic centimeters 

After 1 day 

After 1 week 

40 

0 

10 

All precipitated 


39 

1 

10 

Very cloudy; part¬ 
ly precipitated 

All precipitated 

38 

2 

10 

81ightly cloudy 

Very cloudy 

37 

3 

10 

Slightly opalescent 

Slightly cloudy 

36 

4 

10 

Clear 

Slightly opalescent 

35 

5 

10 

Clear 

Slightly opalescent 

34 

6 

1 

Clear 

Clear 

0 

40 

' 10 

Cloudy 

Clear 


^ Northcote and Church: J. Cheni. Sor., 6 , 54 (1854); Nagel: J. Phys, 
Chern., 19, 331 (1915). 

2 Weiser: J. PhijH, Chem., 24, 322 (1920). 

« Keane: J. Phys, Chevu, 20. 734 (1916); Scheetz: Ibid,, 21, 570 (1917); 
Yoe: Ibid., 26, 196 (1921). 
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of ferric nitrate and nitric acid, coagulation does not take place 
on standing or boiling, on account of the stabilizing action of the 
strongly adsorbed ferric ion; but if the concentration of ferric 
ion in the nitric acid solution is too low, partial coagulation takes 
place as shown in the table. 

Stannic Oxide Jellies. —When a colloidal solution of hydrous 
stannic oxide is evaporated, a transparent jelly is obtained; 
while precipitation with electrolytes is said always to give a 
gelatinous precipitate and not a jelly.^ Since hydrous stannic 
oxide apparently possesses the desired properties, one should 
expect to get starmic oxide jellies by precipitation from colloidal 
solution under suitable conditions. This conclusion was con- 


Tahi.e XXII.— Precipitation of C/ollojdal Stannic Oxide hv 

KlE(’TROLVTES 



Electrolyte 


Formula 

Amount 
added, cubic 
centimeters 

Concentration, 
millicquivalents 
per liter 

Observations 

BaCb 

3.00X/100 

3.00 

Cl(*ar transparent jelly 

BaCb 

3.50iV/l(X) 

3.50 

Clear transparent jelly; very 
firm 

BaCb 

3.75 A7100 

3.75 

Jelly somewhat cloudy and 
slightly synerized 

BaCla 

4.25 A^/100 

4.25 

Gelatinous precipitate 

SrCb 

3.50 A’/lOO 

3.50 

Clear; somewhat viscous 

SrCb 

4.00 A^/100 

4.00 

Clear transparent jelly 

SrCb 

4.60 A’/lOO 

4.50 

Clear transparent jelly; very 
firm 

SrCb 

5.00 A/lOO 

5.00 

Cloudy jelly ; synerized slightly 

NaCl 

2.00 A/10 

20.00 

Clear; viscous 

NaCl 

2,25 A/10 

22.50 

Soft cloudy jelly 

NaCl 

2.50 A/10 

25.00 

Soft cloudy jelly 

NaCl 

2.75 A/10 

27.50 

Gelatinous precipitate 

HCl 

1.60 A/50 

3.00 

Clear 

HCl 

1.75 A/50 

3.50 

Clear transparent jelly 

HCl 

2.00 A/50 

4.00 

Clear transparent jelly 

HCl 

2.25 A/50 

4.50 

Cloudy jelly; synerized slightly 

HCl 

2.50 A/.K) 

5.00 

Gelatinous precipitate 


^Zsiumondy: “Chemistry of Colloids,“ translated by Spear, 155 (1917). 
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finnecP by precipitating a sol prepared by Zsigmondy’s method 
containing 28 grams Sn02 per liter. The results as recorded in 
Table XXII are in accord with the general theory.“ The jellies 
formed under the most favorable conditions were very firm and 
stable, remaining unbroken after standing several months. 
If just the right amount of electrolyte is added, the jelly may be 
converted into a sol b}^ shaking and on standing will again set to 
a jelly.^ 

As might be expected, jellies are not formed by adding an ex(‘ess 
of alkali to a stannic salt and allowing the sol to stand, the rcaison 
being that alkalies have a slight solvent action as well as a pep¬ 
tizing action on the hydrous oxide. This solvent a(dion causes 
the precipitate which conics out spontaneously to consist of 
large granular particles instead of the fine chains or filaments 
that make up a jelly structure. 

Hydrous Stannous Oxide 

Hydrous stannous oxide is precipitated as a yellow highly 
gelatinous mass by adding alkali hydroxide or carbonate to a 
solution of stannous chloride. Ditte^ assigned the formula 
8 SnO *21420 to the compound precipitated with alkali and dried 
at and Schaffner^ claimed to get 2Sn0’H20 by precipitat¬ 
ing with carbonate and drying below 80 °. Bury and Partington^’ 
prepared five different samples, using ammonia, carbonate, and 
alkali as precipitants, both in the air and in an atmosphere of 
carbon dioxide. With alkali and carbonate, the samples pos¬ 
sessed a yellow tinge from the start; but with ammonia, they 
were white when first prepared, becoming yellow on drying. 
After drying over phosphorus pentoxide, the samples gave an 
analysis for tin corresponding to the compound 3SnO*2H20; 
but the water content varied from 7.11 to 8.82 per cent, the cal¬ 
culated value for the compound being 8.10 per cent. These data 
are insufficient to establish the identity of the alleged hydrate. 

1 Weiser: J. Phys. Chem,, 26, 681 (1922). 

2 Chap. 1, p. 26. 

^ScHALEK arid Szeuvari: Kolloid-Z., 33, 326 (1923). 

^ Ann. chim. phys.^ (5) 27, 145 (1882). 

^ Liebig'H A nn. Chem.y 61, 168 (1844). 

Chern. Soc., 121, 1998 (1922). 
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Tho ^>;olntirH>us oxide is very difficnilt to wasli free from the 
mother Ii([uor, and if tlie washing is (tarried too far, the oxides 
passes through the filter, forming a sol. Ihiry and Partington 
observed the slow transformation of the hydrous oxide sol into a 
erystalline oxide, a part of which precipitated on the walls of the 
flask and a part remained in suspension, giving a creamy-yellow 
li(juid that glistened on shaking. 

"rhe hydrous oxide loses water even in contact with water, 
going over to the anhydrous state. In the presence of alkali, 
the rate of dehydration is acclerated and the precipitate darkens. 
The effect of a trace of alkali is evidenced by the darkening of 
samples of hydrous oxide in contact with the walls of glass vessels 
and the absence of darkening in samples stored in quartz vessels.^ 
The color of the anhydrous oxide varies from dark gray to Idack, 
depending on the method of preparation. It is not likely that 
the different shades represent different modifications. Roth- 
(daims to get a red crystalline oxide by the action of an acetic acid 
solution of SnC)2 on the gelatinous oxide, but Bury and Partington 
were unal)le to confirm this result. 

Hydrous stannic oxide is dissolved by alkali forming NaHSn02, 
unless the alkali is quite concentrated when Na2Sn02 is obtained. 
Schneider'* reports the preparation of a colloidal solution of Sn203 
by adding a very dilute solution of stannous chloride to a sol of 
hydrous stannic oxide and dialyzing in the absence of air. The 
sol is a yellow clear neutral liquid with strong reducing properties; 
thus, the addition of gold chloride gives gold purple. In all 
probability, the sol is not 811203 but a mixture of hydrous stannic 
oxide and basic stannous chloride*^ stabilized by the hydrous 
oxide. 


Hydrous Lead Monoxide 

It is somewhat surprising not to find a reference to an analysis 
of precipitated lead monoxide which corresponds to the formula 

' Bury and Partington: J. Chem. Soc., 121, 1998 (1922). 

® Abogg’s ^^Handbuch anorg. Chem.,” 4, II, 573 (1909). 

® Hantzsch: Z, anorg. Chem.^ 30, 289 (1902); Goldschmidt and Eckardt: 
Z. physik. Chem., 66, 385 (1906); Koelichen: IbuL, 33, 129 (1900). 

* Z. anorg. Chem., 6 , 83 (1894). 

® Carson: J. Am. Chem>. Soc., 41, 1969 (1919). 
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IH)( 0 H) 2 . However, it is tacitly assumed by Ditto’ and by 
Wood" that the compound freshly precipitated from lead nitrate 
solution by alkali and ammonia is lead hydroxide, when, as a 
matter of fact, the mass is either a basic salt*^ or contains adsorbed 
alkali, unless it is digested repeatedly with sodium hydroxide 
solution which converts it to pure hydrous oxide. Hydrates 
having the formula 2PbO * H 20 ^ and 3PbO • HgO^ have been 
reported; but Glasstone® repeated the experiments of various 
authors and failed to get any product which could be described 
as either of these compounds. The water content of the oxide 
precipitated from lead acetate solution with alkali was lower 
the greater the dilution, and the higher the temperature of the 
reacting solutions. A variety of hydrous products were heated 
in a current of air at 105 to 110° until decomposition set in, as 
evidenced by a slight change in color, and the water content was 
determined. In every case the oxides contained 3.08 to 3.13 
per cent of water, corresponding approximately to the com¬ 
position 5PbO • 2 H 2 O. From this, Glasstone assumes that every 
form of the oxide, whether crystalline or amorphous, is the same 
chemical entity with varying amounts of adsorbed water; but 
whether the substance is a single hydrate or a solid solution of 
two hydrates is left undecided. Glasstone rules out the possi¬ 
bility of the precipitated oxide being hydrous PbO, since at 105° 
there is always a color change when the water content is reduced 
to approximately 3.18 per cent. It would seem that the cause 
and nature of this color change should be investigated further. 
If the temperature were higher, it might be ascribed to the 
transformation of yellow to red oxide or to the formation of 
minium, Glasstone quotes Winkelblech’^ as reporting a loss of 

1 Compt, rend., 94, 1310 (1882). 

2 Wood: J. Chern. Soc., 97, 878 (1910). 

3 WiNKELBLECii: Liebig’8 Ann. Chem., 21, 21 (1837). 

^Schaffner: Liebig’s Ann. Chem., 61, 175 (1844); LIIdeking : Am. C/icm. 
J., 13, 120 (1891); Ogata and Kaiun: J. Pharm. Soc. Japan, 492, 75 (1923). 

® Payen: Ann. chim. phys., (4) 8, 302 (1866); Mulder: Dammer's ^^Hand- 
buch anorg. Chem.,’’ 2, II, 524; Pleissner and Auerbach : Abegg’s ^Tland- 
buch anorg. Chem.,” 3, II, 677 (1909); cf. also BOttger: Z. physik. Chem., 
46, 580 (1903); Lorenz: Ibid., 12, 436 (1897). 

«J. Chem. Soc., 121, 58 (1922). 

’ Liebig’s Ann, Chem,, 21, 25 (1837). 
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O.G per cent of water at 105® before decomposition started; 
whereas what Winkelblech actually observed was a decomposition 
of basic nitrate on heating to some unrecorded temperature, 
red fumes being evolved and minium being formed.^ 

Lead monoxide occurs in nature in two crystalline forms, 
litharge and massicot, which are yellow and red, respectively. 
Hydrous lead oxide precipitated in the cold is white, but heating 
with 10 per cent alkali converts it to yellow or yellowish-green 
oxide. If the precipitation is carried out in boiling alkali solu¬ 
tion, red anhydrous oxide is obtained. The relationships among 
the various forms worked out by Ruer^ may be represented as 
shown in Table XXIII.^ 


Table XXIII 


}{e(ldiBh brown 

I Heat to 620° 
and cool. 
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r<i NaOH 






KOH 




i heat t 

Yellow e 
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Couiniereial 
reddiah brown 



alkali 

lead acetate.—♦white hydrous 

Kolution oxide 


j 5'’;. KOH 

i 

red 50 % alkali hot 


boiliiiK 

alka’i® 


yellow or 
yellowish 
green 


The difference between the two forms of the oxide is commonly 
attributed to polymorphism, the red being regarded as the more 
stable form at the ordinary temperature and at all temperatures 
up to a transition point that has not been determined.^ This 
view is supported by the observed differences in crystal structure,^ 
density, and solubility® of the two forms. The yellow crystals 

^ Cf, Burton: Dinglers polytech, J., 167, 361 (1863). 

^ Ruer: Z. anorg, Chem., 60, 265 (1906). 

* Glasstone: J, Chem. Soc.y 119, 1689 (1921). 

* Jaeger and Germs [Z. anorg. Chem.^ 119, 147 (1922;] give 587®. 

® Nordenskiold: Pogg. Ann,, 114, 619 (1861); Larsen: U. S. Geol. 
Survey Bull, 679, 105 (1921). 

® Geuther: Liehig^s Ann, Chem,, 219, 56 (1883); Ruer: Z. anorg, Chem., 
60, 266 (1906). 
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are rhombic, biaxial, and possitive in action on polarized light, 
while the red are tetragonal, uniaxial, and negative in action on 
polarized light. 

Recently, however, Glasstone suggests a closer relationship 
between the two forms than that of allotropy. He calls atten¬ 
tion to the transformation of all red forms to l)rownish yellow 
on grinding and all yellow forms to red on heating with con¬ 
centrated alkali. These observations indicate a close connection 
between color and size of particles, the large particles appe^aring 
red and the small ones yellow. In further support of this view, 
Glasstone^ made solubility determinations both gravimetric and 
electrometric, on eight different preparations varying in color 
from lemon yellow through reddish brown to red and found 
approximately the same value, irrcsj)ective of tlie (;olor. Micro¬ 
scopic examinations likewise indicate that the red forms are made 
up of larger particles, the yellow samples being agglomerates of 
small particles which are almost identical with the finely divided 
red forms. These data are misleading, however, as Appleby 
and Rcid^ succeeded in making well-defined crystals of the two 
forms which differ not only in crystal structure but in solubility, 
the yellow being 1.8 times as soluble as the red.* Glasstone’s 
products were mixtures, and the constant solubility he observed 
was the value for the more soluble yellow form. Appleby and 
Rced^s conclusions were confirmed by Kohlschiitter and Scherrer* 
who examined the two forms with x-rays and found them struc¬ 
turally different. There is, therefore, no doubt of the poly¬ 
morphism of lead oxide; but it is not improbable that each 
crystalline form should show variations in color between yellow 
and red by varying the size of the particles. Indeed, this is 
what we find with the two crystalline forms of mercuric oxide;'* 
and it is known that grinding red lead oxide crystals changes 
them to brownish yellow, probably without changing the crystal 
structure. 

1 J. Chem. Soc., 119, 1689, 1914 (1921). 

2/. Chem, Soc., 121, 2129 (1922). 

^Helvetica chim, Acta^ 7, 337 (1924); c/. KoHLSCHffTTER and Roesti: 
Ber., 66, 275 (1923). 

< Page 173. 
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Load oxide dissolves slightly in dilute alkali but appreciably in 
(H)n(^entnited alkali/ forming plumbite.- The alkali plumbit(is 
are strongly adsorbed by cotton. By washing the fd)er thor¬ 
oughly, the salts are hydrolyzed, giving alkali that dissolves out 
and lead oxide that is retained by the fiber and acts as a mordant.*^ 
Although the compound Pb(()II )2 is not known, it is an inter- 
c^sting fac.t that boiling lead sulfate or chloride with aqueous 
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Fig. 14,—Composition of white load. 

sodium carbonate gives Pb(OII )2 • 2 PbC() 3 , basic lead carbonate 
or white lead.'^ The same compound is formed by bringing 
anhydrous PbO and lead carbonate together in a sodium acetate 
solution. In Fig. 14 are given the results of allowing various 
mixtures of PbO and PbCOa to stand in contact with 20 per cent 
sodium acetate solution at 75° for 12 hours and subseciuently 
analyzing both solutions and precipitates."' The diagram shows 

1 Berl and Atjsterweil; Z. Elektrochem.j 13, 165 (1907). 

2 Hantzsch: Z, anorg. Chcm.y 30, 305 (1902); Hebz and Fischee: Jbid.f 
81, 454 (1902). 

^ Bonnet: Compt, rmd., 117, 518 (1893). 

* Salvadori: Gazz. chim. ital., 24, I, 87 (1904). 

Hawley: J, Fhys. Chem,f 10, 654 (1906). 
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tliat PbO and PbCX)^ do not form solid solutions but a compound 
containing 1 mol of the former to 2 of the latter. Water deter¬ 
minations show the formula to be Pb(OII )2 • 2 PbC() 3 .^ 

Hydrous plumbic oxide and thorium oxide mutually adsorb 
each other. The former, suspended in water, is carried into 
colloidal solution by thorium acetate which hydrolyzes to give 
colloidal thorium oxide; but if an excess of hydrous lead oxide is 
shaken with a thorium acetate solution, thorium oxide is carried 
down along with the lead.- 

Hydrous Lead Peroxide 

Electrolysis of a weak alkaline solution of lead sodium tartrate 
gives a black lustrous compound reported to be Pb ()2 * H 2 ().'^ 
The hydrate is also said to form during the electrolysis of a sodium 
chloride solution in which litharge is suspended.^ Electrolysis 
of acid or neutral solutions of lead salts usually gives the anhy¬ 
drous oxide but Wernicke reports the formation of lead peroxide 
with variable quantities of water by electrolyzing dilute solutions 
of lead nitrate for varying lengths of time. It is probable, there¬ 
fore, that the so-called monohydrate or metaplumbic acid is 
really a hydrous oxide. There are well-defined metaplumbates 
as well as orthoplumbates, however, the latter derived from the 
hypothetical acid H 4 Pb 04 or Pb02 • 2 H 2 O. According to Bellucci 
and Parravano® the metaplumbates such as K 2 Pb 03 * 3H2() 
should be regarded as salts of an acid H 2 Pb(OH) 6 , both be¬ 
cause of isomerism with the corresponding potassium stannate 
and platinate and because they cannot be dehydrated without 
decomposition. 

Alkali metaplumbates hydrolyze strongly in water, ^ giving 
colloidal hydrous lead peroxide® together with potassium 

1 C/. Pleissner and Auerbach: Abegg’s “Handbuch anorg. Chem.," 
4, II, 726 (1909). 

2 Szilard: J, chim. phy8,j 5, 645 (1907). 

3 Wernicke: Pogg. Ann,, 141, 109 (1870). 

^ Chemische Fabrik. Griesheim-Elektron, German Patent 124512; Chem, 
Zenir,, II, 1101 (1901). 

^ WdHLER: Liebig's Ann. Chem., 90, 383 (1854); Geutheu: Ibid., 96, 382 
(1865); Fehrmann: Ber., 16, 1882 (1882). 

« Z. anorg. Chem., 60, 107 (1906); Atti mead. Lined, 14, 1, 378, 457 (1905). 

^ Parravano and Calcagni: Gqaz, chim. ital., 87, II, 264 (1907). 

* Bellucci and Parravano: AtH accad. Lined, 16, II, 642, 631 (1906). 
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hydroxide, a great part of wliicli ean be dialyzed out without 
precipitation taking place; but if the dialysis is carried too far, 
the hydrous oxide gelatinizes on the dialyzer. A sol containing 
0.32 gram PbOo and 0.008 gram K 2 (), that is, 175 rnols of per¬ 
oxide to 1 of alkali, is neutral in reaction and gives no depression 
of the freezing point of water. It possesses a chestnut-brown 
color, and is perfectly clear in transmitted light but cloudy by 
reflected light; it can be diluted, heated to boiling, frozen or 
evaporated on the water bath without coagulation. By evapor¬ 
ating off the excess water, a jelly is formed which can be repep¬ 
tized by water; drying the jelly renders it non-peptizable. The 
sol is negatively charged and is quite sensitive to the action of 
certain electrolytes, particularly those having multivalent 
cations. The order of precipitating power of chlorides, begin¬ 
ning with the greatest, is: Fe'", Al ', Ca“, Sr ', Ba“, Mg", 
Cd", Ilg", Mil", Ni", Co", Cu", NH 4 ’, Cs", Li", K", Rb', Na". 
The effect of stabilizing ions having the same charge as the sol is 
quite marked. Thus, potavssium salts of ASO 4 '", CO 3 ", C 2 O 4 " 
and 104 ' do not coagulate the sol; FeCNe'", CIO 4 ', CIO,/, Mn 04 ' 
CrsOr", Br', Cl', CNS', SO 4 ", NO 3 ', 10./, C 2 H 3 O 2 'precipitate it 
partially; and F', C 4 H 4 O 6 ", Fe(CN) 6 "", and I' precipitate it 
completely. The slight stabilizing action of ferrocyanide and 
tartrate ions is anomalous and should be reinvestigated. 

If an alkali solution of Pb02 is treated with potassium or cal¬ 
cium plumbate, an amorphous orange-yellow powder is obtained 
which analyzes approximately for Pb 203 * 2 H 20 ^ after drying 
over sulfuric acid. It loses only about one-third of its water at 
170® but at higher temperatures it can be dried completely, 
apparently without decomposition. The sesquioxide can be 
broken up by acids into PbO and PbOg and is regarded as a 
compound of the two, PbO • Pb02 or Pb(Pb02), lead meta- 
plumbate. Bellucci and Parravano consider the hydrate to be 
Pb[Pb(OH)6]. Similarly, red lead or minium PbaOi can be 
decomposed by certain acids into soluble plumbous salts and 
Pb02 and is, therefore, regarded as 2PbO, Pb02, or Pb(Pb02)2 
lead orthoplumbate. No hydrate or hydrous form of Pb 304 is 
reported. 

' Seidel: /. prakL Chem.j (2) 20,200 (1879); Bellucci and Pahravano: 
Z, anorg, Chem., 60, 107 (1906). 
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While the hydrous oxides and the alleged hydrates of lead 
are not important commercially, the anhydrous compounds are 
widely used in the arts. Thus, litharge is used in the manufac¬ 
ture of hint glass and as a glaze for earthenware. It is also used 
in making the very important pigments, white lead and min¬ 
ium, in the manufacture of plates for the lead accumulator, and 
as a ^Mryer’^ in oils. Minium, like litharge, is employed in 
making flint glass and battery plates, but its widest use is as a 
pigment. The peroxide has a strong oxidizing action and is 
frequently employed as an oxidizing agent. The mixture of 
nitrate and dioxide (oxidized red lead), obtained by heating red 
lead with nitric acid, is used in the manufacture of lucifer matches. 



(MIAPTI^]R IX 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF TITANIUM, ZIRCONIUM, 
AND THORIUM 

The hydrous oxides of titanium, zirconium, and thorium are 
always described as existing in both an alpha or ortha and a 
beta or meta modification. In every case the relationship 
between these two forms is the same as between the so-called 
a and /3 stannic oxides whose colloid chemistry has been consid¬ 
ered in detail in the preceding chapter. Accordingly, in this 
chapter will be given but a brief survey of this phase of the 
chemistry of the hj^drous oxides under consideration. 

Hydkous Titanium Dioxidk 

The addition of ammonia or alkali hydroxide or carbonate to 
a cold solution of titanium dioxide in hydrochloric or sulfuric 
acid throws down the so-called orthotitanic acid as a voluminous 
white mass easily soluble in dilute acids. The product forms no 
hydrates^ but is a typical hydrous oxide w^hose water content is 
determined by the method of precipitation and drying.^ Dried 
in the air, the compound gives an x-ray interference pattern 
indicating its crystalline character.^ If heated rapidly, the oxide 
exhibits the glow phenomenon; but as usual, if the heating is 
slow or the temperature is held for some time below the glow 
temperature, there is a gradual sintering and loss of surface 
energy without incandescence.** 

' Carnelley and Walker: J. Cherti. Soc.j 53, 81 (1888). 

2 Rose: Ann., 66, 507 (1844);- Demoly: Compt. rend.j 20, 325 (1845) 

Merz: Jahresber.j 197 (1860); Tutosciiew: Liebig ^s Ann. Chem.^ 141, 111 
(1867). 

8 Hbdvall; Z. anorg. Chem., 120, 327 (1922). 

* See p. 79. 
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Heating the acid solution of titanium dioxide to boiling pre¬ 
cipitates the typical betatitanic acid as a white powder. If 
obtained from hydrochloric acid solution, the oxide cannot be 
washed without undergoing peptization, forming a positive sol; 
but the oxide from sulfuric acid solution is not peptized by wash¬ 
ing, on account of the precipitating power of sulfate ion. The 
typical /? oxide is distinctly less hydrous than the a; it does not 
exhibit the glow phenomenon on heating; and it is almost insol¬ 
uble in acids with the exception of concentrated sulfuric acid. 

Hydrous titania is only slightly soluble in alkalies, the solu¬ 
bility varying from 2 milligrams per 100 cubic centimeters in 
10 per cent sodium hydroxide to 120 milligrams in 100 cubic 
centimeters in 40 per cent potassium hydroxide. The statement 
that Na 2 Ti 03 • 4 H 2 O and K 2 Ti ()3 • 41120^ can be crystallized from 
alkaline solution of alkali titanate is obviously erroneous. 

The a and ^ modifications of titanic acid arc not chemical 
individuals but are hydrous oxides differing in the size and physi¬ 
cal character of the particles and in the amount of adsorbed 
water. The soluble highly gelatinous oxide ages gradually at 
ordinary temperatures^ and more rapidly at higher temperatures, 
forming a continuous series of products that approach the char¬ 
acter of the granular insoluble ^ oxide as a limit.'* This conclu¬ 
sion was confirmed by Morley and Wood by observations on the 
varying adsorption capacity for dyes^ and on the varying solu¬ 
bility and peptizability by hydrochloric acid,® of the hydrous 
oxides prepared in different ways. There seems no real justifica¬ 
tion for assuming, as Morley and Wood do, that the change in 
physical character of the gelatinous oxide on ageing is due to the 
formation of complex salt-like condensation products by the 
molecules of hydrous oxide functioning both as acid and base. 

Titanium Dioxide Sol and Jelly. —Graham^ obtained a sol of 
hydrous titanium dioxide by dialysis of a 1 per cent solution of 

1 Demoly: Jahresber.y 271 (1849). 

2 Auger: Compt. rend.^ 177, 1302 (1923). 

3 Wagner: Ber., 21, 960 (1888). . 

^ Lottermoser: Abegg’s ‘‘Handbuch anorg. Chem.,” 3, (2), 883 (1909). 

® J. Soc, Dyers Colourists, 39, 100 (1923). 

fi J. Chem, Soc., 126, 1626 (1924). 

'^Phil Tram., 161, 213 (1861). 
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tlio oxide in dilute hydrochlorie acid. With more concentrated 
solutions, jellies are formed on the dialyzer during the purification 
process. The water in an aged jelly can be replaced by alcohol, 
ether, benzene, glycerin, or concentrated sulfuric acid in the 
same way as in the corresponding silica jelly. 

More than a century ago, Rose^ reported the formation of a 
soft titania jelly. He treated a fusion of titania and sodium car¬ 
bonate with hydrochloric acid, filtered the solution, and allowed 
it to stand, whereupon the hydrous oxide aged and precipitated 
out as a jelly. Later, Knop'-* obtained a jelly in an interesting 
way: A strong hydrochloric acid solution of magnetic oxide of 
iron was treated with tartaric acid and then neutralized with 
ammonia. The iron remained in solution and the titania came 
down as a white precipitate. On filtering and attempting to 
wash the oxide, it swelled up in much the same manner as gelatin, 
forming a colorless transparent jelly which was transformed into a 
gelatinous precipitate by heating. Recently, Klosky and Mar- 
zano^ prepared firm transparent jellies by neutralizing slowly 
an acid solution of titanium dioxide with the carbonates of 
sodium, potassium, or ammonium. 

Hydrous titanium dioxide probably finds its most important 
use as a mordant. If leather or textile goods are immersed in a 
solution of titanium salt and then steamed, the hydrous dioxide 
is precipitated. This adsorbs certain dyes forming permanent 
brilliantly colored lakes. As a mordant for alizarin orange, 
coerulein and alizarin blue, titania is superior to chrome.^ For 
delicate fabrics, titanium salts of organic acids are employed in 
order to avoid the injurious action of mineral acids. Both tri- 
valent and tervalent salts are used for this purpose. 

If anhydrous titanium tetrachloride is sprayed into air, it 
takes up moisture, giving a dense smoke composed of fine particles 
of the solid hydrate, TiCb • 5 H 2 O. The chloride was used suc¬ 
cessfully during the war for producing smoke screens. In case 

^GUberVs Ann,, 73, 76 (1823); cf, Pfordten: Liebig's Ann. Chem., 237, 
213 (1887). 

^Liebig's Ann, Chem,, 123, 351 (1862). 

^J, Phys, Chem., 29, 1125 (1925). 

< Barnes: J. Soc, Dyers Colourists, 12, 174 (1896); 36, 59 (1919); Ham- 
mbl: Ibid,, 20, 65 (1904). 
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the air is too moist, hydrolysis takes place, giving hydrochloric 
acid and hydrous titanium dioxide which forms a smoke, but with 
less obscuring power than the chloride hydrate. The cloud may 
be increased in moist air by the presence of ammonia which 
forms ammonium chloride. If the air is not quite moist, however, 
ammonia must l)e avoided, otherwise the chloride forms an 
ammonate, TiCl; • GNH.s, which has little obscuring power. On 
this account, it is usually planned to disperse the tetrachloride 
and ammonia separately. 

Precipitated titania makes a particularly good pigment in 
paints on account of its permanence, great opacity, and non- 
poisonous nature. It has })een employed with barium sulfate 
in place of zinc oxide, giving a titanium lithopone. Titania 
paints are not affected by sea water; have no saponifying action 
on linseed oil; and have more than a third more covering power 
than white lead paints. 

Otheh Oxidks of Titanium 

Titanium Monoxide.—The hydrous oxide of divalent titanium 
is thrown down as a black precipitate by adding hydroxyl ion 
to a solution of titanous salt. It is very unstable in the air, 
oxidizing first to blue hydrous titanium sesquioxide and finally 
to the white dioxide. 

Titanium Sesquioxide.—The hydrous oxide of trivalent tita¬ 
nium has been variously described as black, dark blue, cherry 
red and brown red, depending upon the exact conditions of 
fonnation. It is prepared by digesting a solution of dioxide in 
hydrochloric acid with metallic copper at 20 to 40° until the 
solution attains a violet-blue color, followed by the addition of 
ammonia. It is also thrown down directly from titanium 
trichloride solution with ammonia. If the hydrous oxide is 
shaken with milk of lime in the presence of oxygen, it is oxidized 
to the dioxide and at the same time an equivalent amount of 
hydrogen peroxide is formed. In the same way, when the 
sesquioxide is oxidized by a solution of chromic acid in the 
presence of potassium iodide, or by potassium permanganate 
in the presence of tartaric acid, hydrous titanium dioxide is 
formed, and simultaneously, oxidation of the potassium iodide 
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or tartaric acid is brought about. ^ These are typical cases of 
auto-oxidation. 2 

Titanium Peroxide. —The addition of hydrogen peroxide to 
a neutral or acid titanium solution produces an intense yellow 
coloration, owing to the formation of a hexavalent titanium 
compound. Since the color is quite distinct, even in the presence 
of less than 0.01 per cent of titanium, the reaction affords a 
delicate test both for titanium and hydrogen peroxide.^ If 
gelatinous titania is treated with an excess of hydrogen peroxide, 
it is converted into yellow titanium peroxide. The latter com¬ 
pound is best obtained by dropping titanium tetrachloride 
slowly into dilute alcohol; adding a large excess of hydrogen 
peroxide; and finally treating with ammonia, ammonium car¬ 
bonate, or alkali.^ The yellow hydrous oxide adsorbs salts 
very strongly, and so it is difficult to obtain pure.^ When freshly 
formed, the composition can be represented by the formula 
TiOa* ^f l 20 , but on drying over phosphorus pentoxidc, it becomes 
a horny mass containing less oxygen than corresponds to a tri¬ 
oxide. The freshly precipitated hydrous peroxide appears to 
be considerably more soluble in alkali than the dioxide. This 
may be due in part to peptization, since the alkali peroxide 
solutions are instable, depositing an aged granular oxide in the 
course of a few days. It is usually assumed, however, that the 
alkali solutions contain alkali pertitanate.*^ 

Hydrous Zirconium I^ioxidk 

The most gelatinous form of hydrous zirconia is obtained by 
precipitating a solution of a zirconium salt with ammonia or 

1 Manchot and Richter: Ber,, 39, 320, 488 (1906); Manchot and Wil¬ 
helms: Liebig’s Ann, Chem., 326, 105 (1902); Hauer: Z. Elektrochcm., 7, 
441 (1900). 

^SchOnbein: J. prafci. Chem,, 93, 24 (1864); Trauhe: Ber., 26, 1471 
(1893); Van^t Hoff: Z, physik, Chem,, 16, 411 (1895); Engler: Ber., 30, 
1669 (1897). 

* Richarz and Lonnes: Z, physik, Chem,, 20, 145 (1806); Haber and 
Grinberg: Z. anorg. Chem., 18, 37 (1898). 

* Levy : Compl. rend., 110, 1368 (1890); Ann. chirn. phys., (6) 26, 433 (1892). 

® Classen: Ber,, 21, 370 (1888); r/. Weller: Ber., 16, 2592 (1882). 

* MELiKOFFand Pis8AR.iewski: Ber., 31, 678, 953 (1898); Z. anorg. Chem,, 
18^ 59 (1898); cj. Billy: Compt. rend., 172, 1411 (1921). 
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alkali hydroxide. The latter is adsorbed so strongly that the 
former must be employed if a pure gel is desired. This hydrous 
oxide, the so-called a zirconic acid, bears a marked resemblance 
to alumina both in its appearance and in its capacity to adsorb 
water and salts. Like alumina, also, it is almost entirely insolu¬ 
ble in water. ^ When dried at 100°, the gel is reported to be a 
monohydrate, Zr 02 -H 2 () or ZrO(OH) 2 ;^ but van Bernmelen* 
showed that the minimum temperature necessary for attaining 
this composition depends on the previous history of the sample. 
Thus, the water content of van Bemmelen’s gels was not reduced 
to the point corresponding to a monohydrate until a temperature 
of 140° or more was reached. Between 140 and 200° the composi¬ 
tion was approximately constant. The latter o})servation might 
be taken to mean the existence of a definite hydrate of zirconia 
like the crystalline hydrates of beryllia and alumina. Van 
Beinrnelen found, however, that the adsorption capacity for 
water and salts, of zirconia containing 1 mol of water was similar 
to that of hydrous alumina and beryllia and not like that of the 
crystalline hydrates. He concludes, therefore, that the water 
in the alleged hydrate of zirconia is adsorbed in capillaries and 
not chemically combined in the ordinary sense. This view 
receives strong support from recent investigations of the structure 
of zirconia sols and gels, using the method of x-ray interference. 
Haber and his pupils^ find that hydrous zirconia possesses no 
crystalline structure whatsoever either when freshly precipitated 
or when thoroughly dried below 400°. As has been pointed out 
re[)eatedly in these pages, hydrous oxides, amorphous when first 
prepared, usually assume a microcrystalline form on ageing; 
and all the definitely established oxide-hydrates are crystalline. 
If zirconia forms an amorphous hydrate, it is an outstanding 
exception. 

When formed in the cold, the hydrous oxide is more gelatinous 
and more reactive than when formed in the hot. Either prep¬ 
aration heated to approximately 300° glows very brightly, pro- 

1 Venable and Belden; J. 4 m. Chc?ti. Soc,, 20 , 273 (1898). 

2 Ruer: Z. anorg, Cheni.^ 43 , 297 (1905). 

•'* Z, anorq. Chem.^ 49 , 125 (1906). 

^ Haber: Rer., 66 R, 1717 ( 1922 ); Boiim and Niclassen: Z , anorg . Chem.t 
132 , 1 ( 1924 ), 
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vided the water content is not reduced below 1.9 per cent.^ If 
the hydrous mass is heated rapidly above 300°, the glowing is 
accompanied by small explosions, caused, in all probability, by 
expulsion of some of the adsorbed water. It is an interesting 
fact that the oxide retains considerable water even after the glow¬ 
ing. Ruer looks upon the glow phenomenon as a manifestation 
of the transformation of ordinary zirconia into isomeric meta- 
zirconia; but Wohler^ showed it to result from a sudden diminu¬ 
tion in surface energy accompanying the change from a gelatinous 
structure to a granular powder. 

Ruer prepared an aged hydrous zirconia by boiling down 
repeatedly a solution of zirconium oxychloride. The sol obtained 
by this process was precipitated by hydrochloric acid giving 
what Ruer called a metachloride. After centrifuging out the 
precipitate, it was peptized in water and thrown down again with 
ammonia. The hydrous oxide, still containing considerable 
chloride, was dried over caustic alkali and then heated to 100°, 
where its water content corresponded approximately to ZrOz • - 
2/^120. On account of its relatively slight solubility in acids and 
its failure to glow on heating, Ruer believed it to be an isomeric 
form of zirconic acid which he designated rnetazirconic acid. 
Van Bemrnelen found, however, that oxides prepared by Ruer’s 
method lost water continuously without any evidence of the 
existence of a hydrate. A composition corresponding to Ruer^s 
100° hydrate was obtained by van Bemrnelen at 85°; and, at 
every observed temperature, the composition showed consider¬ 
able variation with different samples. Van Bemrnelen showed 
further that Ruer^s metachloride was merely an aged zirconia 
with adsorbed chloride. By evaporating the oxychloride to 
dryness and replacing the water repeatedly, a product was 
obtained which retained but a trace of chloride. 

Prolonged boiling of hydrous zirconia in a medium possessing 
a slight solvent action gives a dense structure that is not only 
less reactive chemically but has a much lower adsorption capacity 
than the gelatinous precipitated oxide. This change in structure 
is a gradual process, involving the formation of a continuous 
series of products intermediate between the typical ortho and 

^ Van Bemmeusn: Z. ariorg. Chem., 46 , 83 ( 1906 ). 

2 Kolloid-Z., 11 , 241 ( 1913 ). 
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ineta oxides. It is unnecessary to start with zirconium oxy¬ 
chloride to prepare the so-called nieta oxide. A sol of the 
ordinary oxide is aged by boiling, the amorphous particles gradu¬ 
ally becoming denser and at the same time tending to orient 
themselves into crystals.^ 

Zirconium dioxide is the most important compound of zirco¬ 
nium from the technical viewpoint. Its very high melting point, 
low heat conductivity, low coefficient of expansion, low fK)rosity, 
and high resistance to corrosion even at elevated temperatures, 
combine to make it an almost ideal refractory, "fhe only 
difficulty is that very small amounts of certain materials modify 
its properties, and the removal of these is very expensive. Thus, 
iron, which acts as a flux, can be removed entirely only by com¬ 
plete solution of the oxide in hydrofluoric acid. Moreover, the 
oxide prepared by igniting compounds such as the hydrous 
oxide or nitrate is a very loose powder that shrinks enormously 
when highly heated. Accordingly, high-temperature uUmsils 
such as muffles, crucibles, etc. must l:)e made from zirconia which 
has been fused and subsequently ground to a powder. On 
account of its gelatinous character, hydrous zirconia makes a 
good binder for holding together the partickxs of fused zirconia, 
thus giving a paste tliat may be molded into the desired shafx^ 

In addition to its use as a refractory, anhydrous zirconia has 
been used for almost a century in connection with the problems of 
artificial lighting, because of the brilliant light emitted when it is 
heated to incandescence. The first Welsbach mantles were 
made largely of zirconia, but this was later replaced by thoria, 
since the latter oxide glows at a much lower temperature. It is 
also employed for coating the lime or magnesia pencils in the 
Drummond light where it is distinctly advantageous, not only 
because of the brilliant light it emits but because it does not 
absorb carbon dioxide or moisture from the air as do lime and 
magnesia. The Bleriot lamps used for automobile headlights 
consist of zirconia rods heated to incandescence. Nernst 
employed rods of pure zirconia in his early attempts to obtain a 
means of illumination, by use of the electric current, which would 
be superior to the carbon filament lamp. Later, he obtained a 

* BOhm and Niclassen: Z. anorg. Chcvi.^ 132 , 6 (1924). 
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nioro intense with mixtures of tJie oxides of zirconium, 

thorium, yttrium, nnd sometimes cerium. 

Prepared in various ways, zirconia is used as a toilet powder, 
as a polishing? powder, and as a substitute for hismuthyl nitrate 
in the diagnosis of gastrointestinal disease by means of x-rays. 
For the latter purpose, it is distinctly advantageous because of 
its non-poisonous character. Zirconia is also used as an opacify¬ 
ing agent in enamels and a clouding agent in glass, instead of the 
more costly stannic oxide and the poisonous compounds of 
antimony and arsenic. As a pigrnenf-, it possesses good covering 
power, mixes readily with paint vehicles, is permanent, and is 
unaffected by hydrogen sulfide, acids, or alkalies. 

ZIRCONIUM DIOXIDE SOLS 

Hydrolysis of Zirconium Salts.—Biltz^ dialyzed a solution of 
zirconium nitrate for several days, obtaining a rather impure sol 
of hydrous zirconium dioxide which was slightly acid and gave 
a distinct test for nitrate. The sol possessed a positive charge 
which was neutralized by the addition of negative sols, the 
particles of ojiposite sign mutually precipitating each other. 

Ruer'^ dialyzed solutions of zirconium oxychloride both without 
heating and after heating for 2 hours. Like Biltz’s preparation, 
the sols were clear in transmitted light but cloudy by reflected 
light. Addition of sodium or ammonium chloride caused precip¬ 
itation, the amount required being less the more thorough the 
purification by dialysis. A transparent glass was obtained by 
evaporation on the water bath. The addition of 10 cubic centi¬ 
meters of N sulfuric acid to 2.5 cubic centimeters of sol containing 
0.015 gram of Zr02 gave a precipitate that dissolved in 34 hour 
provided the solution was not heated before dialysis; the pre¬ 
cipitate from the preheated solutions did not dissolve for approxi¬ 
mately (3 hours under similar conditions. This decrease in 
solubility was the manifestation of growth of primary particles 
which proceeded quite gradually at ordinary temperature but 
more rapidly at the boiling point. As we have seen, prolonged 
heating of the oxychloride gave a slightly hydrous mass, insoluble 

1 Bet., 36 , 4436 (1902); 37 , 1100 (1904). 

2 Z. anorg, Chem., 43 , 282 (1905). 
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in both h^^drochloric and nitric acid bnt readily peptized on 
washing with water. By dialysis of the so-called metachloride, 
Iluer obtained a milky white sol which left on evaporation an 
amorphous white residue instead of a glassy mass. The chlorine 
content was reduced to 0.026 atom Cl per mol of Zr02. On 
account of the relatively slight adsorption capacity of the 
particles, the precipitation by electrolytes with univalent anions 
is readily reversible. 

Adolf and Pauli^ attempted to establish the composition of 
equilibrium solutions of zirconium oxychloride of varying con¬ 
centrations up to 0.5 N by observations of the freezing-point 
lowering, conductivity, and directions of migration under elec¬ 
trical stress, as well as the hydrogen and chloride ion concen¬ 
trations using the hydrogen and calomel electrodes, respectively. 
The hydrolysis does not change materially with the dilution. 
The curves for hydrogen ion and chloride ion concentrations 
against the concentrations of ZrOCb are 8 shaped and intersect 
each other at three points, so that, at very low and again at 
moderate concentrations, the hydrogen ion concentration appears 
to be greater than that of chloride, indicating the presence of 
complex ions containing zirconium. The osmotic concentration 
at the higher concentrations is less than the molar concentration 
of oxychloride and does not greatly exceed it even at the greatest 
dilutions. By subtracting from the total conductivity, the 
conductivity due to the hydrogen and chloride ions present, the 
conductivity due to the alleged complex zirconium ions is obtained. 
This appears to constitute a large part of the total conductivity 
and to vary with the concentration of oxychloride. These obser¬ 
vations are explained by assuming the formation of complex 
cations and anions such as 2 [Zr(OH) 4 'ZrOCl 2 -ZrO]*’ and 2[Zr- 
(OH) 4 Cl 2 ]". Migration experiments indicate a migration of 
zirconium to both anode and cathode, more going to the anode 
than to the cathode when the hydrogen ion concentration exceeds 
the chloride ion concentration and vice versa. 

It is very difficult to make head or tail of the conglomeration of 
facts and speculations given in the preceding paragraph. This 
difficulty increases when we reflect that Adolf and Paulies con¬ 
ductivity and electrometric measurements do not give what 
^Kolloid-Z.y 29 , 373 (1921). 
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they assumed them to give. Leaving out any complex ions, 
there are in any given solution: undecomposed oxychloride, 
hydrous zirconium dioxide, hydrogen ions, and chloride ions. 
The hydrous oxide adsorbs some undecomposed zirconium oxy¬ 
chloride and possibly stabilizes it to a certain degree. It also 
adsorbs both hydrogen ions and chloride ions in amounts depend¬ 
ing on the experimental conditions. The conductivity is due 
to the unadsorbed ions and to the hydrous oxide particles which 
have adsorbed ions and which move with a velocity somewhat 
less than that of the free ions. Thus, the adsorbed ions contrib¬ 
ute to the conductance of the solution, but they behave abnor¬ 
mally as regards electrometric measurements. Adsorbed chloride 
ion gives no test with silver nitrate, and its effect on the calomel 
electrode will be negligible. To assume that all the hydrogen 
and chloride ions which do not show up in electrometric measure¬ 
ments exist in complex ions will necessarily lead to erroneous 
conclusions. Until we know definitely what Adolf and Pauli’s 
conductivity and electrometric measurements actually mean, 
it seems idle to speculate as to the real nature of solutions of 
zirconium oxychloride, whether dialyzed or undialyzed. Adolf 
and Pauli assume the existence of complex ions in sols where the 
ratio Zr ()2 to Cl is 3 or 4:1. This would seem to be a far-fetched 
assumption in a sol such as Ruer’s, where the ratio is 40:1 or more. 

A very satisfactory sol was prepared by Rosenheim and 
Hertzmann^ by the dialysis for a week of a 1.5 per cent solution of 
zirconium acetate. The colloid was perfectly clear in both trans¬ 
mitted and reflected light and contained but a trace of acetate. 
Heating on the water bath converted the sol into a clear trans¬ 
parent jelly. It was very sensitive to the action of electrolytes, 
dilute potassium chloride precipitating it quantitatively. 

Peptization of Hydrous Zirconia. —Muller^ prepared sols both 
by adding freshly precipitated and washed zirconia to a solution 
of zirconium nitrate and by adding ammonia drop by drop to 
the nitrate solution until the precipitate first formed just failed 
to redissolve. Evaporating the sol to dryness gave a gummy 
residue that swelled in water and was then repeptized. The 
oftener this process was repeated, the smaller the nitrate content 

40 , 813 (1907). 

2 Z, amrg, Chem., 62, 316 (1907). 
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became. The sols were precipitated by low concentrations of 
electrolytes containing multivalent anions. Zirconium sulfate 
like the nitrate, peptizes hydrous zirconia. Hauser' showed 
conclusively that the products of the peptizations are sols and 
not basic salts, Zr 0 S 04 and Zr 0 (N 03 ) 2 , as asummed by Berzelius-' 
and Paykull.^ 

Szilard' added ammonia to a zirconium nitrate solution and 
washed the resulting gel thoroughly, using the centrifuge, until 
complete peptization took place. In this way, a highly purified 
zirconia sol was obtained which was quite sensitive to the action 
of electrolytes, carbon dioxide from the air being sufficient to 
induce coagulation. Szilard"’ also peptized the purified gelati¬ 
nous oxide with the nitrates of zirconium, thorium, and uranyl, 
obtaining sols similar to those of Muller. 

A zirconia sol of suitable concentration is converted into a 
jelly by adding enough electrolyte to cause slow coagulation. 
The jelly can be broken up by shaking, giving a sol which will 
set again to a jelly; but the process cannot be repeated very often 
without throwing down a gelatinous precipitate.® 

ADSORPTION BY HYDROUS ZIRCONIA 

On account of its highly gelatinous character, hydrous zirconia 
possesses a marked adsorption capacity for many substances.^ 
The taking up of iodine and ammonia by the hydrous oxide care¬ 
fully purified by dialysis does not follow the ordinary adsorption 
rule. Instead, the amount taken up increases with the concen¬ 
tration of the solutions without approaching a constant value, 
thus indicating the formation of a solid solution. Colloidal 
solutions of ferric oxide, molybdenum blue, zirconium, and silver 
are quickly decolorized by shaking with a paste of hydrous 
zirconia. The blue starch-iodine sol is taken up, giving a blue 
zirconia gel which is decolorized by heating and becomes blue 

1 Z, arwrg. Chem.,, 64, 208 (1907). 

^Pogg- Alin., 4, 117 (1825). 

3 Ber., 6, 1467 (1873). 

4 J. chim. phys., 6, 488 (1007). 

" J. chim. phys., 6, 636 (1907). 

® ScHALEK and Szegvaki: Kolloid - Z ,, 33 , 326 (1023). 

^ Wedekind and Rheinboldt: Rcr., 47 , 2142 (1914), 
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a^ain on coolinj^, just as tlic original sol. C'olloidal Cori^o red is 
strongly adsorbed, giving a blue adsorption compound which is 
converted into a red salt by warming.^ Tlie last-mentioned 
phenomenon has been observed in a number of instances by 
Wedekind and Wilke.Thus, arsenic acid is adsorbed in the 
cold by hydrous zirconia; but on standing or boiling, Zr(IIAs 04)2 
is formed. A similar thing was observed with phosphoric acid; 
but adsorption only takes place with the following acids: arseni- 
ous, monochloracetic, hydrochloric, and perchloric. Obviously, 
the tendency to form salts following adsorption is not a question 
of the stnmgth of the acids. Zirconia gel rapidly catalyzes the 
decomposition of hydrogen peroxide, especially in concentrated 
solutions; but the removal of hydrogen peroxide by the gel 
during very short periods of contact with dilute solutions can be 
represented by the usual adsorption equation. After prolonged 
contact, the hydrogen peroxide in solution is almost completely 
decomposed, but large amounts remain in the gel. Not all the 
peroxide taken up by the gel can be titrated by permanganate in 
8 per cent sulfuric acid. This is taken to indicate the formation 
of a complex peroxide following the initial adsorption. 

The adsorption capacity of hydrous zirconia for certain dyes 
suggests the use of zirconium salts as mordants^ and in the prepara¬ 
tion of lac dyes.^ For these purposes the hydrous oxide poss¬ 
esses no properties that arc distinctive and so it finds but limited 
application. 


Hydrous Zirconium Peroxide 

A hydrous peroxide of zirconium was first obtained by adding 
ammonia to a solution containing zirconium sulfate and hydrogen 
peroxide.^' Such gels contain both dioxide and peroxide; but 
Bailey^ added hydrogen peroxide alone to solutions of zirconium 
salts, obtaining gelatinous precipitates which analyzed approxi- 

1 Cf. Baylirr: Chem. Zenir. II, 1095 (1911). 

2 Kolloi(UZ,, 34, 83, 283; 36, 23 (1924). 

3 Barker: Soc. Chem, Ind., 16, 420 (1896); Wengraf: Fcirbcr Ztg,, 26, 
277 (1914). 

^Scheurer and Bryliuski: Bull. soc. ind. Mulhouse, 68, 124 (1898). 

®Cleve: Bull. soc. chim., (2) 43, 57 (1885). 

®«/. Chem. Soc., 49, 149, 481 (1886); Proc. Roy. Soc,, 46?^ 74 (1890); cf. 
Hermann: J. prakt. Chem., 97, 331 (1866). / 
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niatcly for ZrO.rSIIsO when driod over phoKpliorus pentoxid(^ 
at ordinary temperature. The oxide loses oxygen on heating, 
the composition approaching Zr206 at 100''. Pissarjewsky^ 
obtained hydrous ZrOa by electrolyzing a sodium chloride solu¬ 
tion in which hydrous Zr02 was suspended. Irrespective of 
the method of preparation, the higher oxide behaves as a true 
peroxide, giving off oxygen on standing and yielding hydrogen 
peroxide when treated with dilute sulfuric acid. The gelatinous 
oxide is fairly soluble in alkali, and perzirconates are said to form. 

Hydrous Thorium Dioxide 

The ordinary gelatinous form of hydrous thorium dioxide is 
precipitated by adding ammonia or alkalies to a cold solution of 
thorium salt. The gel is readily soluble in mineral acids but is 
insoluble in alkalies. The anhydrous oxide obtained by igniting 
thorium nitrate, sulfate, or the hydrous oxide is not attacked by 
acids, whereas that prepared by ignition of the oxalate under 
suitable conditions is a loose insoluble powder which is rendered 
soluble by boiling to dryness with hydrochloric or nitric acid. 
As in the case of zirconia, people have assumed that the product 
obtained by ignition of thorium oxalate is a meta oxide and that 
the product of the action of hydrochloric acid, say, is a meta 
chloride.^ These assumptions are erroneous, since the chlorine 
content of the alleged compound varies through wide limits and 
the solution in water is a typical case of sol formation. 

Thoria Sols. —By dialyzing a 14 per cent solution of thorium 
nitrate for several days, Biltz^ obtained a dilute, water-clear 
thoria sol containing a small amount of nitrate ion. This sol 
is stabilized by preferential adsorption of Th"*’ and H' ions and 
so is precipitated by suitable amounts of negatively charged sols. 
Under the influence of electrical stress, the colloidal particles 
migrate to the cathode, where they precipitate as a jelly contain¬ 
ing bubbles of gas. Muller^ obtained similar sols containing as 
much as 15 grams Th02 in 100 cubic centimeters by peptizing 

1 Z, anorg. Chem., 25 , 378 (1900); 31 , 359 (1902). 

^Cleve: Bull. me. chim., (2) 21 , 115 (1874); Stevens: Z. anorg. Chem.f 
27 , 41 (1901). 

« Ber., 85 , 4436 (1902); 87 , 1095 (1904). 

< Ber., 89 , 2857 (1906); Z. anorg. Chem., 57 , 314 (1908). 
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fn^shly prccipityated and washed hydrous thoria with thoruiin 
nitrate, hydrochloric acid, aluniinuin chloride, ferric chloride, 
and uranyl nitrate. The sols are slightly cloudy, but they can be 
))oiled without precipitating. The particles in the newly formed 
sols are completely amorphous; but the ageing which accom¬ 
panies boiling, results gradually in the appearance of a crystal¬ 
line structure detectable by x-ray analysis.^ Evaporating to 
dryness gives a glistening brittle varnish-like residue which 
swells in water and finally is dispersed into a distinctly opalescent 
sol. All of Muller’s sols are quite sensitive to the action of 
electrolytes, particularly those with multivalent precipitating 
ions. By shaking with benzene,^ the hydrous oxide is precipitated 
at the benzene-water interface as a gel containing bubbles of air. 

The amount of electrolyte required to peptize a given quantity 
of hydrous oxide depends on the history of the sample. Szilard^ 
peptized the fresh oxide precipitated from thorium nitrate solu¬ 
tion with ammonia, by thorough washing to remove the excess 
of ammonium nitrate. If the oxide is allowed to age even under 
water, it is not peptized by washing. As already noted, ignition 
of the hydrous oxide renders it non-peptizable; and the oxide 
from thorium oxalate is peptized only after boiling to dryness 
with a mineral acid, such as hydrochloric. By the latter process, 
Bahr'* first prepared a so-called mctachloride which was described 
as forming an opalescent solution in water. By repeated evapo¬ 
ration and repeptization in water, Cleve^ obtained a preparation 
containing less than 1 per cent of chlorine. Cleve also observed 
the instability of the supposed solutions in the presence of various 
electrolytes. Stevens® found that the hydrous oxide, ignited 
until it is completed dehydrated, no longer forms a soluble’^ 
chloride with hydrochloric acid. He attributed the observed 
variation in the thorium-chlorine ratio in the alleged compounds 
to the existence of several oxychlorides.^ Moreover, the failure 

1 BOhm and Niclassen: Z. anorg. Chem,^ 132, 6 (1924), 

* Winkelblech: Z. angew. Chem,, 19, 1953 (1906). 

8 J, chim, phys., 6 , 488, 636 (1907). 

^Liehig^s Ann. Chem., 132, 227 (1864). 

* Bull. aoc. chim., (2) 21, 117 (1874). 

«Z. anorg. Chem., 27, 41 (1901), 

C/. Wyrouboff and Verneuil: Compt. rend., 127, 863 (1898). 
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to obtain a t('st for (‘hlorido with silver nitrate was believed to 
furnish conclusive proof of compound formation. 

All of the observations on thoria ^cls and sols are readily inter¬ 
preted in the light of van Bemnielen's^ investigations on hydrous 
zirconia. A freshly formed thoria gel is easily soluble in acids 
and is readily peptized by small amounts of certain acids and 
salts. On standing, the structure becomes more dense, and the 
solubility and case of peptization fall off. Ignition of thorium 
oxalate under favorable conditions gives a very loose fin(^ powder 
which can be peptizcnl by acids. To get a product that is com¬ 
pletely peptizable, the temperature of ignition of the oxalate 
must not exceed 700°, and the product thus formed must not be 
kept at temperatures above 500° for any considerai)le time. 
Ignition at very high temperatures causes sintering of the par¬ 
ticles so that little or no peptization results, even with the strong¬ 
est acids. The transformation from the easily peptized gel to 
the non-peptizable granules is a continuous process which does 
not involve the formation of definite isomers. 

Kohlschiitter and Frey- showed that peptization of the 
solid oxide by acids is accompanied by a decrease in the volume 
of the colloidal system, which is probably to be explained by the 
porous nature of the oxide. During peptization the electrical 
conductivity and the titer of the acid decrease, and the presence 
of thorium salts in the solution can be proved analytically; but 
peptization and solution do not proceed parallel to one another. 
The existence of the strongly adsorbed Th”'* and II* ions causes 
the particles to be positively charged. The sol formed with 
hydrochloric acid is a hydrous oxide containing more or less 
adsorbed chloride depending on the cotiditions of formation. 
Adsorbed chloride gives no test with silver nitrate, and free 
chloride may not be precipitated owing to adsorption of silver 
chloride by the hydrous oxide, which prevents agglomeration 
into particles large enough to settle.^ 

Thorium dioxide finds its most important use in the manu¬ 
facture of the incandescent gas mantle. For this purpose, the 

^Z. anorg. Chem., 49, 125 (1906). 

Elekirochem., 22, 145 (1916). 

3 C/. Hantzsch and Debch: Liebig^ s Ann. Chem., 328, 38 (1902); Ruer: 
Z. anorg. Chem.y 43, 85 (1905). 
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mantle fabric is impregnated with a mixture of the nitrates of 
thorium and cerium which will yield the oxides in the proportion 
of 99 per cent thoria and 1 per cent ceria. On ignition, thorium 
nitrate expands at least tenfold, but cerium oxide has approxi¬ 
mately the same volume as the nitrate crystals from which it is 
prepared. Accordingly, the mixture of oxides in the used mantle 
is highly porous, the ratio of ceria to thoria by volume being 
about 1 to 999. The emissive power^ of pure thoria is relatively 
low even though it reaches a high temperature in the flame. 
Ceria, on the other hand, has a high emissive power in the visible 
spectrum, but the energy of radiation is so great that the tern- 
{lerature of a pure ceria mantle does not rise sufficiently high to 
give the desired luminosity. On adding (Hu4a to pure thoria 
the emissive power is increased but the temperature of the mantle 
is lowered.2 The maximum luminous efficiency is reached when 
the rise of visible emission due to ceria is just balanced by the 
drop in the temperature of the mantle caused by the increased 
radiation. 

It is an interesting coincidence that the mixture of thoria and 
ceria most efficient in catalyzing the combination of electrolytic 
gas appears to be the same as that which gives the maximum 
luminous efficiency in the Welsbach mantle. This means that 
a higher temperature will be reached and consequently a larger 
radiation of visible energy by the combustion at the surface of 
the Welsbach mixture than at the surface of any other thoria- 
ceria catalyst.® There is no doubt but that surface combustion 
takes place with the Welsbach mantle and the Drummond light. 
This is evidenced by the slow decay of the light in the Welsbach 
mantle and the much more rapid decay of the light in the Drum¬ 
mond light, owing to sintering.'* It is not known definitely 
whether the ceria and thoria form a solid solution as has been 
suggested nor is it known just what role the ceria plays in pro¬ 
moting the combustion of electrolytic gas. Swan® suggests that 

* Rttbens: Ann, Physik, (3) 20, 583 (1906); Ives, Kingsbury, and Karrer: 
J, Franklin ImL, 186 , 401, 585 (1918). 

2 PoDSZUs: Z. Physik., 18 , 212 (1923). 

3 Swan: J. Chem. Soc., 126 , 780 (1924). 

♦Steinmetz: ‘‘Radiation, Light, and Illumination,^' 92 (1909). 

* White and Traver: J. Soc. Chem, Ind,, 21, 1012 (1902). 
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it may act as an oxygen carrier' or may increase the electron 
emission of thorium and thus bring about a greater ionization 
of the gases. 

Small pencils of the Welsbach mixture of thoria and ceria 
become brilliantly luminous like the incandescent mantle when 
heated to a moderate temperature. Lamps of this kind are of 
use for searchlight and projection lanterns for moving pictures 
wherever the electric current is not available. 

In addition to its use in artificial lighting and as a refractory, 
thoria has been employed for defining the digestive tract in 
clinical examinations by means of x-rays.'^ It is also used as a 
catalyst in the synthesis of many organic compounds. For 
example both symmetrical and iinsymmetrical ketones are 
prepared directly from monocarboxylic acids alcohols are con¬ 
verted into ethers and olefines, depending on the temperature 
employed: and ammonia and alcohols yield olefines and primary 
amines at 360°.“' 


Hydrous Thorium Peroxide 

Hydrous thorium peroxide is thrown down in a gelatinous form 
by adding hydrogen peroxide to a solution of thorium acetate 
sulfate or nitrate.^ The gel adsorbs acids quite strongly; hence, 
it is very difficult to obtain in a pure state.Wyrouboff and 
Verneuil attempted to avoid this contamination by carrying 
out the precipitation in the presence of an excess of ammonia; 
but under these conditions, the precipitate contained nitric acid 
resulting from the action of hydrogen peroxide on the ammonia. 
The peroxide is formed by the action of hydrogen peroxide on 
hydrous thorium dioxide and also by electrolysis of a sodium 
chloride solution in which the dioxide is suspended. The 
latter method of formation indicates that the product is a true 

1 Meyer and ANscHtjrz: Ber,, 40 , 2639 (1907). 

2 Kaestle: Munch, med. Wochschr., 66, 919 (1909). 

^Senderens: CompL rend.^ 148 , 927 (1909); Kcehler: Bull. sac. chim., 
(4) 16 , 647 (1914). 

* Mailhe: Chem. Zlg., 34, 1173 (1911). 

® Wyrouboff and Verneuil: Ann. chim, pkys.y (8) 6, 441 (1906). 

®Lecoq de Boiseauuran: Compt rend,y 100 , 606 (1886); Ci<eve: Bull. 
80 C. chim.y (2) 48 , 63 (1886). 
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l)eroxi(lo and not an addition compound of hydrous thorium- 
dioxide and hydrogen peroxide. 

I’he freshly prepared peroxide appears to be hydrous Th207, 
but this is (|uite unstable, going over on standing to the much 
stabler ThOa.* Dilute sulfuric acid reacts with it, giving hydro¬ 
gen peroxide; and strong sulfuric acid gives ozone. Unlike the 
corresponding compounds of titanium and zirconium, it is not 
attacked by alkalies. 

> PisKAn.icwsKv; Z. anorg. Chew., 31, S.W nfl02); 26, .ITS (1000). 



CHAPTER X 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF THE RARE EARTHS 

The term rare earths is applied to a group of closely related 
trivalent metals forming basic oxides with oxalates insoluble in 
dilute mineral acids. The rare-earth group includes scandium, 
yttrium, and lanthanum, together with all the elements between 
cerium, atomic number 58, and lutecium, atomic numb(u* 71, 
inclusive. These elements are frequently divided into three 
families, the basis for the arbitrary classification being the solu¬ 
bility of the double alkali sulfates.^ The elements of tlu^ cerium 
family, scandium, lanthanum, cerium, praseodymium, neody¬ 
mium, and samarium, form quite insoluble double sulfates; and 
the elements of the yttrium family, dysprosium, holmium, 
erbium, thulium, yttrium, ytterbium, and lutecium, form quite 
soluble double sulfates. On the border line between these two 
families are the terbium family elements, europium, gadolinium, 
and terbium, whose double sulfates are but moderately soluble. 
The hydrous oxides of the cerium group are the best known 
and will be considered separately, beginning with hydrous ceric, 
oxide. 


The Hydrous Oxides of the Cerium Family 

Hydrous Ceric Oxide. —Cerium differs from all the other 
members of the rare-earth family in forming a definite series of 
ceric salts derived from the most stable oxide of cerium, Ce02. 
It is only as a trivalent metal that cerium exhibits the proper¬ 
ties of a typical rare earth. 

Hydrous ceric oxide is precipitated as a yellowish highly 
gelatinous mass by adding ammonia or alkali to a solution of 
ceric salt. It is also formed by oxidizing hydrous cerous oxide 
suspended in water, either by the oxygen of the air or by adding 
an oxidizing agent such as chlorine, bromine, alkali hypochlorite, 

1 Urbain: Ann. chim. phys.^ (7) 119, 184 (1900). 
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or sodium peroxide. Like most gelatinous precipitates, it 
adsorbs alkali salts and hydroxide strongly and so is best obtained 
pure by precipitating cold ceric ammonium nitrate with ammonia, 
allowing the washed precip)itate to dry partially, and finally 
rewashing to remove all ammonium nitrate. The precipitate 
dried over potassium hydroxide has the formula Ce 02 - 1.5H20,^ 
but it is altogether unlikely that this is a definite hydrate. 
Indeed, Bolim and Niclassen- found the ammonia precipitated 
oxide to be crystalline, the x-radiogram showing it to be (ye() 2 . 
On the other hand, the hydrous gel obtained by dialysis of 
ceric ammonium nitrate is amorphous. The hydrous oxide 
gives up a great deal of adsorbed water on standing and is 
transformed into a fibrous or granular mass. If dried below 120'", 
it dissolves in acids and alkalies, but the ignited oxide is quite 
insoluble.^ 

Although the highly dispersed gelatinous oxide free from 
praseodymium,^ is whitewhen calcined at a high temperature, 
it assumes a citron-yellow color, becoming white or a lighter 
yellow again on cooling. The tint assumed on ignition depends 
on the mode of preparation; that obtained by igniting the 
hydrous oxide is darker than that from the sulfate; but according 
to Wyrouboff and Verneuil,^ the tint of neither is definite enough 
to be described other than as a shade of white. Spencer^ 
attributes the yellow color to polymerization, and Sterba^ sug¬ 
gests that it may be due to a higher oxide. There seems to be 
no experimental justification for either of these assumptions, 
and I am inclined to believe that the color assumed on heating 
is due to coalescence of particles which appear white in a finer 
state of subdivision. It is well known that zinc oxide is yellow 
when hot, due to coalescence of particles; but disintegration 

^ Wyrouboff and Verneuil: Ann, cMm, 'phja,^ (8) 9, 289 (1906); Ram- 
melsbeRg: Pogg. Ann., 108, 40 (1859); Ehk: Z. Cheni., (2) 7, 100 (1871); 
cf.y however, Carnelley and Walker: J, Chem, Soc.y 63, 59 (1888). 

^Z. arwrg. Chem.y 132, 1 (1924). 

® Mengel: Z. anoTg, Chem,, 19, 71 (1899), 

« Wm-': Chem. Ind,, 19, 156 (1896). 

® C/., however, Brauner: Z. am>rg. Chem,, 34, 207 (1903). 

^ Ann, chim, phys,, (8) 9, 356 (1906). 

7 J. Chem, Soc„ 107, 1272 (1915); Meyer: Z, anouj. Chem., Zl, 378 (1903). 

^ Compt rend., 133, 221 (1901); Ann, chim, phys., (8) 2, 193 (1904). 
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takes place on cooling, accompanied by a return to the white 
color. However, a thoroughly sintered mass of zinc oxide 
remains yellow indefinitely, even on cooling.^ Similarly, the 
citron-yellow color of hot hydrous ceric oxide becomes white or 
light yellow on cooling, depending on the time and temperature 
of ignition. The oxide has been suggested as a yellow opacifying 
agent for glass and enamel.^ 

Cerium salts may be used more or less successfully for tanning 
leather® and as a mordant in dyeing cotton.^ In both of these 
processes, the hydrous oxide plays an important role. By far 
the most important use to which the oxide has been put is in 
the manufacture of incandescent mantels. This application 
has been referred to already, in connection with thorium oxide. 

The precipitate of hydrous ceric oxide obtained in the cold by 
adding sodium peroxide to a solution of ccrous salt is reddisli 
brown in color; but on boiling, oxygen is evolved and the color 
disappears.^ The red-brown color may be due to a higher oxide 
of cerium, possibly hydrous CeOa® which is instable at 100°. 

Ceric Oxide Sols .—Hydrous ceric oxide sol is best prepared by 
dialysis of a solution of ceric ammonium nitrate.^ The sol may 
be evaporated to dryness on the water bath, giving a 
gummy mass which goes into colloidal solution again on shaking 
with water. There is no evidence of crystal structure in the 
hydrous oxide formed in this way.^ 

Like hydrous chromic oxide and ferric arsenate, the sol pre¬ 
pared by dialysis of ceric ammonium nitrate sets to a firm jelly 
if the dialysis is carried too far.® This is particularly noticeable 


1 Farnau: J. Phys. Chem., 17, 653 (1013). 

2 Rickmann and Rappe: British Patent 203773 (1008). 

^Eitner; Gerber^ 37, 199, 213 (1011); Garelli: Collegiuvi, 418 (1912); 
Parenzo: Ihui.j 121 (1910). 

^ Matschak: Chem. Ind.j 21, 150 (1808); Witt: Ibid., 19, 156 (1806); 
Waegner and MOlleb: Z. Farben- u. Texiil Chem.y 16, 200 (1903); Baskek- 
viLLE and Fouts: J. Soc, Chem, Ind., 23, 104 (1904). 

® Mengel: Z. anorg. Chem.y 19, 71 (1899). 

®LEC(Xi DE Boisbaudkan: Compt, rend.y 100, 605 (1885); Cleve: Bidl. 
soc, chim., (2) 43, 53 (1885); Knouhe: Z, angeiv, Chem.y 11,687, 717 (1897). 
7 Biltz: Ber., 36, 4431 (1902). 

* Bohm and Niclasren: Z, anotg, Chern,y 132, 6 (1024), 

® Farnau and Pauli: KoUoid^Z.^ 20, 20 (1917), 
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if the initital concentration of the peptizing agent, nitric acid, 
falls below a critical value that is determined in part by the pres¬ 
ence in the sol of the precipitating electrolyte, ammonium 
nitrate.^ Thus a jelly returns to the sol conditions if shaken up 
with a quantity of fresh undialyzed sol; and the concentration of 
electrolyte necessary to precipitate the hydrous oxide as a jelly 
is increased by adding a small amount of nitric acid. 

Kruyt and van der Made studied the effect of different elec¬ 
trolytes on the nature of the precipitate, obtaining stable jellies 
that do not contract in some instances and undergo rapid synere- 
sis or coagulation in others. As shown,^ this is purely a question 
of rate of precipitation of the sol, which in turn, is determined 
by the concentration of added electrolyte. Jellies with almost 
identical properties should result with any precipitating elec¬ 
trolyte that does not react with the particles, provided the con¬ 
centration is such as to allow a suitable slow rate of precipitation. 
The order of concentration of ions necessary for jelly formation 
in 24 hours is. Br > ('IO 4 > Cl > NOs > CNS > I > SO4 > 
HPO4. Alcohol likewise decreases the stability of the sol and in 
concentrations of 40 to 50 per cent precipitates it as a jelly. 

Like the precipitated hydrous oxide, the primary particles in 
the sol condition coalesce and lose water more rapidly than is 
usual with sols of the hydrous oxides. This ageing is readily 
followed viscosirnetrically, since the loss of adsorbed water by 
the dispersed particles is accompanied by a marked decrease in 
viscosity. A solution of ceric ammonium nitrate dialyzed short 
of the appearance of any gel on the dialyzer gives a viscosity¬ 
time curve having the general form represented in Fig. 15. 
This curve is for a sol containing 1.28 grams Ce 02 which was 
prepared by continuous dialysis for 30 hours of a 6 per cent 
cerium ammonium nitrate solution. The initial increase in 
viscosity is a manifestation of gelation; with a relatively strong 
sol, this may proceed to the point where the time of flow can no 
longer be measured, followed in the course of a few weeks by a 
decrease in viscosity until the value of an aged sol is reached. If 
gelation has already started in the dialyzer before the viscosity 
measurements are begun, the maximum in the viscosity curve is 

^ C/. Kruyt and van deu Mare: Re(\ trap, chini,^ (1) 42, 277 (1023), 

® 8ce p. 20. 
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missed. Nor is it observed after the sol has been heated to 50*^ 
which causes rapid ageing, or when the concentration of the sol is 
too low to admit of marked coalescence of the hydrous particles. 
Thus, the character of a hydrous ceric oxide sol is influenced 
to a marked degree by relatively slight variations in the method 
of dialysis, concentration, temperature, and time. The particles 
of a heated sol or one aged by long standing in the? cold are no 
longer sufficiently hydrous to give a jelly on precipitation, at 
least in concentrations as low as 1.5 per cent ('cOo. 



Farnau and Pauli ^ added to a fresh sol insufficient salt to pro¬ 
duce coagulation and observed an immediate drop in the viscosity 
of the sol, followed by a gradual increase in viscosity, the final 
result being a jelly; with still less salt, the initial diminution in 
viscosity was followed by an increase to a maximum and there¬ 
after by a slow decrease as indicated by the dotted curve in Fig. 
15. and y rays from radium act on the sol in much the same 
manner as electrolytes. Prolonged action produces a firm stable 
jelly, while shorter action results in a viscosity-time curve readily 
distinguished from the electrolyte curve by a much steeper rise 
and fall on opposite sides of the maximum, as shown by the 
results of observations of Farnau and Pauli represented in Fig. IG. 

i Kolloid-^Z., 20, 20 (1917). 
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The sols used in tliesc exp(*rinienls contained 0.00 per cent Ce (>2 
and had already b(‘gun to decrease in viscosity when the measure- 
ments were started. On the fifth day the sol was subjected, for 
13 hours only, to the action of ^ rays from radium. This brought 
about a sharp ris(^ in viscosity, which reached a maximum on the 
twentieth day, followed by a sharp fall. On the fifty-first day the 



Fuj. 10.—Effect of from radium on sol. 


/3 rays were applied continuously until gelation took place on 
the fifty-fifth day. 

Under the influence of a suitable amount of electrolytes or 
prolonged action of radiations, the charge on the particles is 
neutralized. This is apparently accompanied by a loss of 
adsorbed water and a consequent lowering of the viscosity, 
gradual under the influence of jS and y rays but immediately when 
an electrolyte is added. The subsequent increase in viscosity 
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is duo to aggregation of the clootrioally neutral pari-ieles forming 
a jelly. The attainment of a maximum viscosity and the sub¬ 
sequent fall, when the added electrolyte is small in amount or 
the time of exposure to the rays is comparatively brief, is attrib¬ 
uted by Farnau and Pauli to the peptizing action of electrically 
charged particles entangled in the jelly. Since hydrogen ion is 
the stabilizing ion of the sol, observations of the changes in the 
hydrogen ion concentration might throw some light on the 
anomalous behavior during the ageing process. 

Kruyt and van der Made^ peptized hydrous ceric oxide with 
dilute hydrochloric acid; but an excess of peptizing agent was 
required. Wyrouboff and V^erneuil- decomposed cerium oxalate 
at as low a temperature as possible and heated the oxide with 2 
per cent nitric acid on the water bath. The resulting product, 
dried at 100°, was assigned the formula ((' 002)40 * 4 IINO 3 . It 
dissolved in water and on dialysis gave a precipitate? that was 
represented as (Ce() 2 ) 4 () * IOH 2 O. The soluble product was not 
a definite compound as Wyrouboff and Verneuil supposed, 
and the apparent solution was simply an aged ("e ()2 sol peptized 
by nitric acid. 

Hydrous Cerous Oxide. —This compound is obtained as a pure 
white,^ gelatinous precipitate by treating a cerous salt solution 
with ammonia or alkali in the absence of air. It oxidizes readily 
in the air especially in the presence of alkali,^ the color changing 
to violet and finally light yellow, owing to the formation of 
hydrous Ce02. A similar color is obtained by heating ceric 
carbonate, nitrate, oxalate, or oxide in hydrogen. As one should 
not expect a mixture of two light bodies to be violet, the colored 
body is probably a cero-ceric oxide to which Chase^ and Meyer*^ 
assign the formula C4O7 or 2Ce02 • € 0203 ; and Wyrouboff and 
VerneuiP the formula Ce 70 i 2 or 3Ce02 • 2 Ce 203 . The latter 

* Rec. trav. chim., (4) 42, 278 (1923). 

2 Compt. rend., 124, 1300 (1897); Bull. soc. chim., (3) 17, 679 (1897). 

* Dennis and Magee: J. Am. Chem. Soc., 16, 649 (1894); Damiens: 
Ann. chim., (9) 10, 137 (1918). 

< Spencer: J. Chem. Soc., 107, 1265 (1915). 

5 J. Am. Chem. Soc., 39, 1576 (1917). 

^Z. anmg. Chem., 37, 378 (1903); cf. Sterba: Ann. chim. phys., (8) 2, 
193 (1904). 

^ Ann. chim. phys., (8) 9, 289 (1906); Compt. rend,, 128, 501 (1899). 
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investigators obtained the violet product directly by adding 
alkali to a mixed solution of cerous and ceric salts, the maximum 
intensity resulting when the ratio of cerous to ceric ion was 2 to 1 . 

Hydrous Praseodymium Oxide. —The gelatinous mass of 
hydrous Pr 20 y, precipitated from a praseodymium salt by alka¬ 
lies, is bright green in color and can be dried to a green powder 
which has, probably erroneously, been assumed to be a tri- 
hydrate.^ If the hydrous oxide, the oxalate, or the nitrate of 
praseodymium is heated in air, a black powder is obtained, 
intermediate between Pr 203 and Pr 02 ;“ but the exact composi¬ 
tion depends on the substance calcined and the temperature of 
calcination.^ In the presence of a small amount of Ce 02 , which 
appears to act as an oxygen carrier, the product approaches near 
the limit Pr 02 .^ It is probable that products of intermediate 
composition are not definite chemical individuals but are mix¬ 
tures representing intermediate stages in the oxidation of the 
lower oxide. In the present state of our knowledge, it is, of 
course, open to anyone to postulate an intermediate oxide, such 
as seems necessary to account for the color changes accompany¬ 
ing the oxidation of Ge 203 . By adding hydrogen peroxide to 
a praseodymium salt before precipitating, Braesner^ claims to 
get Pr 205 • XH 2 O. 

Hydrous Scandium Oxide. —Alkalies and ammonia precipitate 
hydrous SC 2 O 3 as a white voluminous mass, insoluble in excess 
of precipitant. Like hydrous alumina, it is amorphous when 
first precipitated, but after ageing for some time, an x-radio- 
gram shows a transformation to a crystalline structure. When 
dried in the air at room temperature, it forms a hard horny mass 
which analyzes approximately for a trihydrate, SC 2 O 3 • H 20 ;^ 
but there is no definite evidence that such a hydrate exists. By 
dialyzing a solution of SnCL to which ammonia is added short 

‘ Cf. Damiens: Ann. chim.^ (9) 10, 181 (1918). 

2 Weesbach: Monatsh.j 6, 477 (1885); Jones: Am. Chem. 20, 345 (1898); 
80HOTTLANDER: Ber.y 25, 569 (1892); Meyer: Z. anorg. Ckem.y 41, 97 (1904). 

® Sch^sele: Ber.y 32, 409 (1899). 

* JXqer: Proc. AccuL Sci. Amsterdamy 16, 1095 (1914); Marc: Ber.y 35, 
2382 (1902). 

®Proc. Soc.y 17, 66 (1901); cf. Melikoff and Klimenko: J. Runs. 

Phys.-Chem. Soc.y 33, 663, 739 (1901). 

« Crooks: PhU. Tram., 209.4, 15 (1909). 
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of precipitation, a hydrous sol results which sets to a jelly when 
treated with a suitable amount of electrolyteJ Under favor¬ 
able conditions this jelly is broken up by shaking, forming a 
limpid sol which will set again on being allowed to stand quietly.- 

Hydrous Lanthanum Oxide. —The oxide LaoOa reacts with 
water with the evolution of heat like lime, giving a voluminous 
snow-white powder which has the formula La(OH )3 when dried 
at 100°.^ Although it dissolves slightly in water, the hydrous 
oxide thrown down by alkalies is almost as gelatinous as hydrous 
alumina; but the adsorption capacity of the latter for saccharose 
is appreciably greater.^ The basic reaction of hinthanum hydrox¬ 
ide is comparable to that of ammonia;"’ hence, the gelatinous 
oxide absorbs COo from the air and even the ignited oxide is 
readily soluble in acids. The basicity of the oxide would seem 
to preclude the formation of lanthanates, although Baskcrvillc 
and Catlett® claim to have prepared complex compounds of this 
type by fusing lanthana with potassium hydroxide or by digest¬ 
ing the oxide with strong solutions of alkali. Undoubtedly, the 
products were hydrous lanthanum oxide with adsorbed alkali."^ 

A transparent sol is obtained by peptizing the freshly formed 
hydrous oxide with a small amount of dilute hydrochloric acid.^ 

Hydrous Neodymium Oxide. —The gelatinous oxide precipi¬ 
tated from a highly purified solution of a neodymium salt is 
blue and gives blue Nd 203 on ignition. The blue color may be 
modified by the presence of impurities. By heating neodymium 
oxalate to a red heat in a stream of oxygen, Waegner‘*^ obtained 
a rose-colored product which gave a distinctly different reflection 
spectrum from NdaOa and which appeared to be a higher oxide 
of the formula Nd 407 . By suitable choice of conditions, mixed 
spectra of Nd^jOs and the so-called Nd 407 were obtained. 
Similar observations were made on heating the hydrous oxide 

1 Bohm and Niclassen: Z, anorg, Chem.j 132, 6 (1924). 

2 ScHALEK and Szegvari: KolUrid-Z 33, 326 (1923). 

* Cleve: Bull, soc. chim,, (2) 21, 196 (1874). 

^ Eulek and Nilsson: Z. physiol. Chem,, 131, 107 (1923). 

* Vebterbeiig: Z. anorg. Chem., 94, 371 (1916). 

6 /. Am. Chem. Soc., 26, 75 (1904). 

^ Cf. Zambonini and Carobbi: Gazz. chim. ital., 64, 46, 53 (1924), 

8 Bohm and Niclassen: Z. anorg. Chem., 132, 6 (1924). 
anoig. Chem., 42, 118 (1904), 
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and tlio anhydrous niliate and (airhonate. Joyc and (jarnier^ 
claim that i\u) difTcixait-colorod products arc not due to tlic oxy¬ 
gen content but to the degree of hydration of Nd 203 . Thus the 
hydrous oxide dried in air was taken to be Nd(OH) 3 ; on heating 
this to 320°, it has a formula corresponding to Nd 203 * I. 5 II 2 O 
and gives a reflection spectrum corresponding to that of a 
similarly colored oxide described by Waegner; on further heating 
to 520°, the oxide has the composition Nd 203 Ti 20 and gives a 
reflection spectrum idcmtical with Waegner^s Nd 207 . These 
data are interpreted to establish the existcaice of three hydrates 
of Nd 203 and the non-existence of a higher oxide; but they are 
not conclusive. Thus, Gamier claims to get the same reflection 
spectrum by luxating the hydrous oxide that Waegner does by 
heating what he says is an anhydrous salt, thereby precluding 
the formation of a hydrate. Of course, it may be argued that 
Waegner’s salts decomposed during dehydration, but this cannot 
be true, at least in the case of the carbonate which gives up all 
its hydrate water below 200°*^' and does not start to decompose 
until above 300°. Moreover, the view that the rose-colored 
product is a hydrate does not fit in with Waegner’s observa¬ 
tion that gentle heating in a current of hydrogen converts it 
into clear-blue Nd 203 . Obviously, the whole problem should 
be reinvestigated. 

The blue gelatinous precipitate of the hydrous oxide is readily 
peptized by dilute HCl, forming a beautiful blue sol.^ 

Hydrous Samarium Oxide. —Gelatinous hydrous Sa 203 is 
almost white with a pale-yellow tinge which is not appreciably 
intensified on ignition to Sa 203 . According to Cleve,'^ if the 
precipitation with ammonia is carried out in the presence of 
hydrogen peroxide, a hydrous oxide of the formula Sa 409 ‘ o^HoO 
results which is similar in appearance to hydrous Sa 203 . 

The Hydrous Oxides of the Terbium Family 

The hydrous oxides of europium, gadolinium, and terbium are 
obtained in the same way as the corresponding compounds of 

^CompL rend., 134, 510 (1912); Garnier: Arch. sci. phys. nat., (6) 40, 
93, 199 (1915). 

* Preiss and Rainer: Z. anorg. Chem.^ 131, 287 (1923). 

® B5hm and Niclassen: Z. anorg. Chem,, 132, 6 (1923). 

* Bull HOC. chim., (2) 43, 53 (1885). 
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the cerium family, by the action of alkali or ammonia on solutions 
of their salts. When freshly prepared, th(' gelatinous oxides 
rapidly absorb carbon dioxide when exposed to the air. Anhy¬ 
drous Gd 2()3 and Tb^Oa are white solids, wliile l']u 20 :} possesses 
a reddish-yellow tinge.’ All of the oxides are soluble in acids; 
but Gd 203 dissolves very slowly at the start, the velocity increas¬ 
ing as the action proceeds.*^ When terbium oxalate is ignited, it 
gives a dark-brown peroxide which approaches the composition 
required for Tb02. If a mixture of air and coal gas is passed 
over Tb 02 or a mixture of Gd 203 and Tb 02 heated almost to 
redness, the whole mass immediately becomes incandescent, 
and the gas often takes fire.^ 

The Hydrous Oxides of the Yttrium Family 

Dysprosium, holmiurn, erbium, thulium, yttrium, ytterbium, 
and lutecium all form highly gelatinous oxides when thrown down 
from their salt solutions with ammonia. Like hydrous alumina, 
the gels of Er 203 and Y 2 O 3 become microcrystalline on standing,** 
and it is probable that the other oxides behave similarly. H 02 O 3 
has a pale-yellow color; Er 203 is rose red; Tm 203 is white with a 
greenish tinge; and Dy 203 , Y2O3, Yb 203 , and LU 2 O 3 are white. 
Hydrous peroxides of yttrium Y4O9 • 3:1120 and of erbium Er02 •- 
XH 2 O are formed by adding hydrogen peroxide and ammonia 
to solutions of their respective salts. ^ 

On account of the gelatinous character of the precipitated 
oxides, it is probable that all of them will form sols; but so far 
only two have been described. Bohm and Niclassen® dialyzed a 
solution of erbium nitrate to which ammonia was added short of 
precipitation. This sol set to a jelly on adding a suitable amount 
of precipitating electrolyte. Miiller^ peptized the hydrous oxide 
of yttrium with dilute hydrochloric acid, aluminum chloride, 
and ferric chloride; and Szilard* employed thorium acetate, 

1 Prandtl: Ber., 66B, 692 (1922). 

® Benedicks: Z, anorg. Chem., 22, 392 (1900). 

® Bissel and James: J, Am, Chem, Soc., 38, 873 (1916). 

^ B5hm and Niclassen: Z, anorg, Chem,^ 132, 1 (1924). 

* Cleve: Bull. 80C. chim,.f (2) 21, 196 (1874). 

® Z, anorg. Chem., 132, 6 (1924). 

^ Z. anorg, Chem., 67, 314 (1908). 

® *7. chim. phys., 6, 488, 636 (1907)* 
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THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF THE FIFTH GROUP 

Th(^ elements of the fifth group which form hydrous oxides are 
vanadium, columbium, tantalum,antimony, and bismuth. These 
will be taken up in the order named. 

Hydrous Vanadium Pentoxide 

The addition of a mineral acid to a concentrated solution of an 
alkali or alkaline earth vanadate throws down V2O5 as a red- 
brown amorphous hydrous mass, closely resembling hydrous ferric 
oxide. A similar precipitate results from the hydrolysis of vana¬ 
dium oxychloride.^ The gel is made up of very fine particles 
which cannot be washed free from the mother liquor without 
undergoing peptization. By drying in the air, von Hauer^ real¬ 
ized a composition approaching that of a dihydrate which was 
taken to be pyrovanadic acid, II4V2O7, analogous to the corre¬ 
sponding phosphorus compound. Continuing the drying over 
sulfuric acid until another molecule of water is lost, gives the 
correct formula for metavanadic acid, HVO3.® The exact inves¬ 
tigations of Dullberg^ show, however, that the red-brown gel is 
not an acid but is hydrous vanadium pentoxide whose water 
content depends on the condition of drying. The so-called pyro- 
and metavanadic acids not only do not occur as solids but are 
incapable of existing in solution, although both pyro- and 
metavana dates are known. The stronger hexavanadic acid, 
H4V60]7 or 6V2O5 • 2H2O, does exist in dilute solution, but the 
solid acid is unknown. 

^ Moissan: BulL soc. chim., (3) 15, 1278 (1896). 

» J. prakt, Chem,, 60, 324 (1860). 

^FamscHEr J. prakt, Chem,y 63, 93 (1851); Manasse: Liebig's Ann. 
Chem., 240, 23 (1887). 

physiL Chem., 46, 129 (1903). 
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VANADIUM PENTOXIDE SOLS 

treated amrrioniuiu vanadate with a dilute solution of 
hydrochloric acid, obtaining vanadium pentoxide as a brownish- 
red powder. After thorough washing to remove excess elec- 
trol 3 ^te, the oxide peptizes completely in water, giving a clear 
reddish-yellow sol. The colloidal particles are negatively 
charged and are highly hydrous. Addition of ammonium 
chloride to a concentrated sol causes it to set to a jelly; while a 
dilute sol is precipitated as reddish-yellow highly gelatinous 
docs that settle very slowly. If the washed oxide is dried 
before being peptized, the particles in the sol are larger and are 
precipitated in less voluminous flocks which settle more rapidly. 
Wegeliiu' prepared vanadium pentoxide by hydrolysis of a boiling 
solution of VOCdg. This was peptized by washing; but the 
particles are larger and less hydrous than those in the Jbltz sol. 
When treated with electrolytes, the particles agglomerate into 
dense clumps that settle out rapidly. The precipitate from a 
boiled Biltz sol is likewise much denser and darker than from an 
unboiled sol.^ 

Muller^ obtained a sol by triturating the granular mass pro¬ 
duced by sudden cooling of molten vanadium fKmtoxide either 
by plunging the containing vessel of platinum into cold water or 
by pouring the melt into cold water. Sols formed in this way 
are reddish brown in color. The precipitation by ammonium 
chloride is reversible; but the dense brown residue obtained by 
evaporating the sol to dryness on the water bath is not repeptized 
by water, whereas the looser yellow mass resulting from evapora¬ 
tion of the Biltz sol is easily repeptized. 

Freundlich and Leonhardt** peptized an amorphous, ocher- 
yellow oxide obtained by gentle ignition of ammonium vanadate. 
This takes up water from air saturated with moisture, the color 
becoming reddish yellow. The sol formed by triturating with 
a little water, followed by shaking with an excess of water, is 

1 Ber,, 37 , 1098 ( 1904 ). 

2 Kolloid-Z., 11 , 25 ( 1912 ). 

^ Freundlich and Leonhardt: KoUoidchem, Brnheftey 7 , 193 ( 1915 ). 

KolLoid-Z.y 8 , 302 ( 1911 ). 

^KoUoidchem. Beihefte, 7 , 187 ( 1915 ); cf. Ditte: Compt. rend., 101 , 699 
( 1885 ). 
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orange yellow in color; but on standing for several days with 
occasional shaking, it changes to a yellowish red. 

The esters of orthovanadic acid are readily hydrolyzed by 
water, and Prandtl and Hess^ took advantage of this reaction to 
prepare ^^electrolyte-free’^ vanadium jxmtoxide sols. k"or this 
l)urpose, the tertiary butyl ester is particularly satisfactory, 
both because it is a stable salt and because the hydrolysis product, 
t(irtiary butyl alcohol, can be removed from the sol almost com¬ 
pletely by boiling. The sols are orange when first prepared, but 
are changed to yellowish red by heating. 

While two modifications of vanadium pcntoxide have been 
describcid—a yellow amorphous form and a red crystalline form— 
the observations recorded in the preceding experiments indicate 
that the color is influenced to a marked extent by the degree of 
dispersion. The most highly dispersed oxide appears yellow, 
the color changing to reddish brown as the particles become 
larger and denser. If this view is correct, the reddish crystalline 
oxide should be yellow if sufficiently finely divided. As a matter 
of fact, Wegelin- prepared a canary-yellow sol by prolonged tri¬ 
turation, in an agate mortar, of red-brown crystals of vanadium 
pcntoxide obtained by allowing the molten oxide to cool slowly. 
If this sol is coagulated by the addition of a small amount of 
sodium chloride, the yellow^ precipitate shows little change of 
color on keeping; but if a larger amount of sodium chloride is 
used in the coagulation, the resulting precipitate changes its 
color in the course of a few days from yellow to reddish browm. 
This change in color is due to growth of the particles, a process 
which Freundlich'^ has found to increase rapidly with increasing 
concentration of electrolyte in contact with a precipitate. 

In vanadium pentoxide sols there is always a small amount of 
the oxide in molecular solution. This portion, yellow in color, 
pjissed through a dialyzing membrane and is not thrown down by 
electrolytes. As the sol is slightly acid, the yellow solution is a 
vanadic acid, possibly hexavanadic, which yields a 

yellow anion, [HVcOi?]'". The presence of a tervalent anion 

^Z. aiiorg. Chern.y 82, 116 (1913); cf, Rikdel: PJiarm, J., 82, 643 (1914). 

2 KollouDZ.y 14, 65 (1914). 

® Fbeunduch and Ease: Z. physik. Chmn.y 89, 446 (1915). 

^ Dijllbekg: Z, physik, Chern.y 46, 175 (1903). 
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which is likely to be strongly adsorbed accounts for the negative 
charge on the colloidal particles.^ As might be expected, the 
solubility determinations of different investigators show wide 
variations owing to the influence of particle size on solubility. 
Moreover, toe usual measurements made on the supernatant 
solution after agglomeration of the sol are necessarily wrong, 
since they fail lO take into account the amount adsorl)ed by the 
hydrous particles during precipitation. 

Optical Propertie"*, —Probably the most interesting property 
of vanadium pentoxid'^ sol is its double refraction on stirring, a 
phenomenon first obser\"ed by Freundlich and his pupils.*^ If 
stirred with a glass rod and viewed in reflected light, an aged sol 
appears to be filled with ye'Jow glittering streaks as if there were 
fine crystals suspended in !t. In transmitted light, the sol 
remains clear, but dark streaks :an be observed. Viewed between 
crossed nicols, the field remains cu as long as the sol is not dis¬ 
turbed; but stirring causes the field to become bright at once. 
By allowing the sol to flow between crossed nicols in convergent 
light parallel to the line connecting the nicols, an image is ob¬ 
tained of a crossed axis with concentric rih \s. Observed with a 
quarter-wave mica plate, the flowing sol be. aves like a positive 
uniaxial crystal. Freundlich pictures the sol l rest as made up 
of elongated particles possessing the usual unoi ’ered Brownian 
movement which can give no double refraction. setting up 

of directed motion causes the sol to lose its isotropic na ture and 
to become double refracting. A section cut from the sol m^ 4 y be 
looked upon as having a space lattice somewhat similar to a plaV^ 
from an optically monoaxial crystal, the long axis of the sol 
particles coinciding in direction with the optical axis. 

If the sol is rotated between two cylindrical walls and viewed 
between crossed nicols, four minima of brightness are seen, giving 
the appearance of a dark cross,^ the arms of which form an angle 
with the direction of polarization. The angle is independent 

^ Osterman: Wissench. u. Ind,, 7, 17 (1922); Chem. Zentr,, I, 396 (1923); 
cf.j however, Dttmanski: KolUnd-Z.y 83, 147 (1923). 

2 Freundlich and Leonhardt: Kolloidchem. Beihefie, 7, 207 (1915); 
Diesselhorbt and Freundlich: Physik, Z., 16, 422 (1915); Freundlich: 
Z. Elekirochem.j 22, 27 (1916;. 

* Zocher; Z, phyeik, Chem,^ 98| 293 (1921), 
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of the concentration of sol but increases rapidly with increasing 
age of sol and decreases with rise of temperature. In a slowly 
moving fresh sol, the angle has the value of 45"", and in a rapidly 
moving aged sol, it approaches 90°. This behavior of the 
so-called vortex cross has been explained by Freundlich^ in terms 
of the elasticity of the sol/^ In fresh, slowly moving sols the 
elastic deformation of the sol elements is small; and so the sol 
behaves like a rigid body and the cross-angle is 45°.^ In an aged 
rapidly moving sol, the angle is close to 90°. From this point 
of view, the cross-angle is identical with the angle of maximum 
deformation; and the direction of maximum deformation cor¬ 
responds with the direction of the velocity gradient. Hence, 
the colloidal particles do not arrange themselves along the 
line of motion because of friction between adjacent liquid layers 
of different velocities, but place themselves in the direction of 
maximum deformation. Onl}^ in an aged sol moving with high 
velocity does the direction practically coincide with the direction 
of flow, giving a vortex cross with 90° angles. 

The double refraction in an aged sol is so strong that it can be 
demonstrated by allowing the sol to flow through a prismatic 
trough with a triangular cross-section and using this as a prism 
to decompose spectrum lines. In this way, the red hydrogen 
line is resolved into two oppositely polarized lines. The more 
strongly refracted ray vibrates parallel to the direction of flow 
of the sol, and in accordance with Babinet’s rule, this extraordi¬ 
nary ray is more strongly absorbed than the other.^ 

As already noted, the double refraction is not observed in a 
freshly prepared vanadium pentoxide sol. Freundlich*^ investi¬ 
gated quantitatively the influence of age of sol on its double 
refraction and found the velocity of ageing at constant streaming 
velocity and temperature, to be given by the equation dA/df = fcA 

^ Freundlich, Stapelfeldt, and Zocher: Z, physik, Chem.^ 114, 161, 
190 (1924); c/., however, Mottsmith and Langmuir: Phys, Rev., (2) 20, 
95 (1922). 

2 Freundlich and Setpritz: Z. physik. Chem., 104, 233 (1923). 

»Schwestofp: J. phys., (3) 1, 49 (1892). 

* Of. also Humphrey: Proc. Phys. Sac. London, 36, 217 (1923). 

® Freundlich, Stapelfeldt, and Zocher: Z. physik. Chem., 114, 161 
(1924); cf. Gessner: Kolloidchem. Beihefte, 19, 283 (1924). 
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(A oo — A)“, whoro A is the doiil>le refraction. The rna^i;nitij<h' 
of the velocity of ageing is very sensitive to the action of impuri¬ 
ties wliich may hav(^ eithca' a stabilizing or peptizing action on 
the sol. With rising temperature the anisotropy decreases in a 
linear fashion. The double refraction of the sol corresponds 
approximately to that of the vanadium pentoxide content. 

Examination of an aged sol with the cardioid ultramicroscope^ 
reveals rod-like structures whose length is approximately thirty 
times the diameter. In a slit ultramicroscope, tluar axis deviates 
by less than 30° from a line perpendiculr to the axis of the illum¬ 
inating beam. Reinders- believes the appearance of birefring¬ 
ence on ageing is due to the formation of ultramicroscopic needles, 
since he succeeded in demonstrating a similar birefringence in 
sols of mercurous chloride and lead iodide which ordinarily 
form microscopic crystals. Later, Zoclun'*^ established the cry¬ 
stalline character of the particles in an aged vanadium pentoxide 
sol by means of x-radiograms. The interference lines are broad, 
indicating the very small size of the crystals in the sol; but the 
arrangement of the lines is the same as ol^served with crystals 
obtained by cooling the molten pentoxide. The eff(^ct of ageing 
on the dielectric constant of the sol‘^ indicates that the growth of 
rod-shaped particles during the ageing process is not an ordinary 
case of crystallization.^ Freimdlich*' attributes the appearance 
of double refraction, on adding electrolytes to a benzopurpurin 
sol, to the development of longer particles by ordered coagulation 
and not to the growth of needle crystals. Just why we should 
get ordered coagulation into rod-shaped particles only in certain 
cases is not obvious. 

The phenomenon of streaming double refraction is not confined 
to sols of vanadium pentoxide, but has been observed with an 
aged ferric oxide sol, soap solutions, clay suspensions, silver 
cyanate, and a number of dyes such as benzopurpurin, alizarin, 

'Krttyt: Proc. akad. WeUnschapperif 18 , 1625 (1916); Kolloid-‘Z,f 19 , 
161 (1916). 

^ Proc. akad. WctemcJiappen, 19 , 189 (1916). 

^Z. physik. Chem., 98 , 312 (1921). 

^ EnnKHAi KoUoi(UZ., 31 , 59 (1922); 32 , 373 (1923). 

^ SzEOVARi and Wigner: Kolloid-Z.^ 33 , 218 (1923). 

8 Freundlich, Schuster, and Zocher: Z. physik. Chem.y 106 , 119 (1923). 
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and aniline bluo.^ In most of these cases, the double refraction 
appears to be due in large measure to the anisotropic nature of 
the particles themselves rather than to the lattice-like arrange¬ 
ment of rod-shaped isotropic particles. On the other hand, with 
tungsten trioxide sol, the form and size of the particles is the 
important factor in changing the nature of the Tyndall light, 
while the anisotropy of the particles is negligible. 

Attention has been called to the greater adsorption of the 
extraordinary ray than of the ordinary ray by a streaming vana¬ 
dium pcntoxidc sol. This gives rise to dichroism which may be 
termed streaming dichroism. When the intensity of transmitted 
polarized light whose electric victor vibrates perpendicular to 
the direction of flow of the sol is decreased by allowing the sol to 
flow, the light ai)pears redder. As a matter of fact, the si)ectrum 
of the flowing sol extends from 710 to 582/x/x; while at re^st, it 
extends only to 558/x)Lt. With parallel electric victor, the light 
appears yellower when the sol hows, the spectrum extending 
only to 542 /li/u.'^ 

Coagulation of Sol. Jellies. —Vanadium pentoxide is quite 
sensitive to the action of most electrolytes as evidenced by the 
relatively low concentration necessary to cause clouding of the 
sol within 5 minutes, the so-called ^‘clouding value,Table 
XXIV.® AVith but few exceptions the clouding value is lower, the 
greater the valence of the precipitating ion; but ions of the same 
valence show the usual large variations from a constant value. 
The precipitated gel is very readily repeptized by washing, pro¬ 
vided the precipitating ions are not too strongly adsorbed. 

A sol containing 5 grams V 2 O 5 per liter sets to a stiff jelly when 
coagulated by suitable concentrations of electrolytes. This 
might be expected in view of the strong tendency of the oxide in 
mass to adsorb water and swell. Afresh sol contains smaller and 
more hydrous primary particles and gives a more gelatinous 
precipitate than an aged sol. It is probable that the relatively 
rapid coagulation in the presence of electrolytes gives fibrils just 
as the slow agglomeration during a long interval gives the 

1 ZooHEn: Z, phyHk. Chem,^ 98 , 293 (1921); Freundlich, Bciittster, and 
Zooher: IbUL, 106, 119 (1923). 

- Diehselhorst and FKEtTNDLicii: Physik. Z., 16, 419 (1925). 

® Freunduch and Leonhaudt; KoUoidchem. Beiheftc, 7 , 195 (1915). 
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Taule XXIV. —Clouding Valup: of Vanadium Pentoxide Sols 


El(>(^trolyte 

Clouding 
value, milli- 
equivalcnts 
per liter 

Electrolyte 

Clouding 
value, mini- 
equivalents 
per liter 

LiCl. 

130.0 

Sr(NO,)2. 

0.562 

NaCl. 

50 0 

HaCE.. . 

0 46 

mhVA . 

25 0 

ZnSOi. 

1 ()S 

KC\ . 

17.0 

V()S04 

1 .26 

KbCl. 

7.7 

. 

0.62 

ArNOj. 

[ 3 7 

('nSO^ 

0.78 

0 72t> 

TI2SO4. 

0.51 

HgCb. 

G u a nad i 110 11 i t ra t(‘. 

4 0 

CV(N().s).:. . 

0.039 

Strychnine nitrate. . . . 

0. 17 

Ah/SOOa. 

0.00168 

Mg(N03)2. 

CaCb. 

1.12 

0.50 

Th(NO;,)i. 

0.0168 


rod-shaped birefringent particles. Thus vanadium pentoxide 
appears to possess in high degree the characteristics necessary 
for jelly formation, and it would be interesting to know the 
minimum dilution of sol that could be made to form a typical 
jelly by coagulation. 

Hydrous vanadium pentoxide prepared under suitable condi¬ 
tions forms a fine yellow pigment termed vanadium bronze which 
is employed as a substitute for gold bronze. It is obtained in 
the form of brilliant scales of a golden or orange color by boiling 
aqueous sulfurous acid with copper vanadate.^ It is also pre¬ 
pared by adding a solution of ammonium vanadate to one of 
copper sulfate containing an excess of ammonium chloride, until 
a permanent precipitate forms, followed by heating gently to 
75®. The slower the precipitation, the finer is the color of the 
bronze. 

The hydrous oxide finds some application as a mordant in the 
dyeing of cotton and especially in fixing aniline on silk. The 
anhydrous oxide is an efficient catalyst for the oxidation of cer¬ 
tain organic compounds, such as the oxidation of sugar by nitric 
acid and the oxidation of alcohol by atmospheric oxygen.^ By 

» Gerland: BidL soc. chi?n,, (2) 19 , 501 (1873); Ber., 10 , 1515 (1877). 

2 Moser and Lindenbaum: J. jrrakf. Chem., (2) 76 , 146 (1907). 
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heating ammonium vanadate with resin or linseed oil, the pen- 
toxide is obtained in suitable condition to serve as a dryer for lin¬ 
seed oil. This drier produces a smooth tough film; but there is 
some darkening of the oil.^ 

liOWER Oxides of Vanadium 

In addition to the pentoxide, vanadium forms a suboxide, 
VoO; a monoxide, VO^ a sesquioxide, V2O3; and a dioxide, VO2 
or V 2 O 4 . The last two form hydrous oxides. 

Vanadium Dioxide. —When a solution of vanadyl sulfate or 
chloride is treated cautiously with a cold solution of sodium 
carbonate, hydrous vanadium dioxide- comes down as a greyish- 
white precipitate^ soluble in excess of precipitant. The oxide 
takes up water from the air and must be washed in an inert 
atmosphere. Dried over sulfuric acid, it is a black amorphous 
mass exhibiting a glassy fracture when broken. It happens to 
analyze approximately for V 2 O 4 • 7 H 2 O when dried over sulfuric 
acid at room temperature and for V2O4 * 3 H 2 O when heated at 
100 °. These formulas are, of course, purely accidental. Gain® 
claims to have prepared a pale-red crystalline hydrate V 2 O 4 •- 
2 H 2 O by boiling a solution of the dioxide in sulfuric acid. When 
kept out of contact with the moisture of the air, it loses its red 
color, becoming olive green. The two compounds are said to 
be isomers. The dioxide is insoluble in water but dissolves in 
both acids and alkalies, forming vanadyl salts^ and vanadites or 
hypo vanadates,® respectively. 

Vanadium Sesquioxide. —Hydrous vanadium sesquioxide 
comes down as a dirty-green flocculent precipitate when an aque¬ 
ous solution of vanadium trichloride is treated with ammonia.® 
It is extremely unstable in the air, oxidizing to the dioxide very 
quickly. The hydrous oxide precipitated and washed in an 
inert atmosphere has been used as the starting point in the 

' Rhodes and Chen: J. Ind, En^. Chem ., 14 , 222 (1922). 

2 Crow: /. Chem . Soc ., 30 , 454 (1876). 

« Compt , rend ,, 143 , 823, 1154 (1906); 146 , 403 (1907). 

^ Ottvard: Bidl. soc, ehirn., (2) 26 , 350 (1876). 

^ Koppel and Goldmann: Z. arwrg , Clmn ,, 36 , 281 (1903). 

’Dx>cke and Edwards: Am . Chem . J., 20 , 594 (1898); Piccini and 
Brizzi: Z. anorg . Chem ., 19, 394 (1899). 
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preparation of a niiinber of salts of trivalent vanadium. It 
functions as a basic oxide only. 

IJVDROUS ('OLUMBIUM PeNTOXIDE 

The hydrolysis of CbCb or CbOCla yields an amorphous white 
g(datinous mass of hydrous colurnbium pentoxide. It is also 
formed by the action of sulfuric acid on a solution of alkali 
colunibate. When dried at room temperature, it is a horny 
mass; at 100°, it is a white powder which retains varying amounts 
of wat(U' depending on the histor}'^ of the sample. The oxide is 
insoluble in water; hence, it must be regarded as a hydrous 
oxide and not as columbic acid. 

Like vanadium pentoxide, the hydrous mass cannot be washed 
free from the mother liquor without undergoing peptization. 
It dissolves but slightly in hydrochloric acid, but the residue 
obtained after boiling with excess acid is easily peptized by 
w^ater, giving a sol from which practically all the hydrochloric 
acid can be removed by dialysis. The sol graduall}^ clouds up on 
standing and is coagulated completely by electrolytes.^ The 
oxide thrown! down from the hydrochloric acid sol with ammonia 
is an aged oxide corresponding to the so-called metatitanic acid. 
It is said to be a definite hydrate, 3 Cb 205 * 4H2(),“ but this is 
improbable. 

Hauser and Lewite^ prepared negative sols of both colurnbium 
and tantalum pentoxide by fusing the respective oxides with 
alkali in a silver crucible, dissolving the melt in water, and dialyz¬ 
ing for 10 to 12 days. Both sols are quite stable, even when 
heated, but are precipitated by all strong electrolytes except 
bases which stabilize them owing to preferential adsorption of 
hydroxyl ion. The two sols differ in their behavior toward 
carbon dioxide. If the gas is conducted into the tantalum 
pentoxide sol, complete coagulation takes place in a short time, 
whereas a sol of colurnbium pentoxide docs not coagulate for a 
day under the same conditions. The Wciss-Landicker^ method 

1 Wohler: Pogg. Ann., 48, 93 (1839); Marignac: Ann, chim, phys,y (4) 
13, 20 (1868). 

“8antehs(»n: Bull. me. chim.j (2) 24, 52 (1875). 

Z. angew. Chem., 20, 1(X) (1912). 

4 Z. anorg, Chem., 64, 65 (1909). 
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of separating c()lninl)iuin from tantalum is based on this differenrc' 
in behavior of the sols. The nuThod is of value only for tlie 
qualitative separation and detection of the elements. 

Hydkous Tantalum Puntoxide 

Gelatinous tantalum pentoxide is ol)tained by the hydrolysis 
of tantalum pentachloride with an excess of water and by treat¬ 
ing sodium tantalate with sulfurous or nitric acid. The gel 
exhibits the glow phenomenon when ignit(*d, unless it has been 
aged by washing with hot water. A gianular hydrous oxide is 
formed by fusing the anhydrous pentoxide with potassium bisul¬ 
fate and boiling the resulting mass with water. The compounds 
prepared in different ways show a variable water content when 
dried at 100°. Formulas corresponding to hydrat(\s have been 
suggest(Kp for the dried oxide, but recent observations of Jander 
and Schulz- fail to establish their identity. The hydrous oxides 
investigated })y Jander and Schulz were prepared by adding an 
excess of dilute nitric acid drop by drop to a solution of sodium 
tantalate of the composition TNa^O 5Ta2()5*40H2O, at 0 and 
100 °. The voluminous amorphous preci))itates were filtered on a 
membrane filter,^ washed with large amounts of water, and dried 
in vacuum over sulfuric acid. The vapor-tension isotherms were 
determined in the vacuum apparatus described by Zsigmondy.^ 
The results recorded in Fig. 17 show a continuous variation in 
the water content of the oxide with changing vapor pressure 
of the surroundings, thereby rendering the existence of hydrates 
improbable. The rehydration and redrying curves are similar 
qualitatively to those observed by van Bemmelen with the gels 
of stannic oxide, silica, etc. The hysteresis cycle of the 100° 
oxide is smaller than that of the 0° oxide and is displaced more 
toward the side of lower water content. The optical phenomena 

iRose: Pogg. Ann., 100, 417 (1<S57); 106, 141 (1839); Rammelsberg: 
Ibid., 136, 177, 325 (1860); Hermann: J. j)raki. Chem., (2) 6, 66 (1872); (1) 
70, 195 (1857). 

2 Z. anorg. Chem., 144, 225 (1925). 

3 Zsigmondy and Hachmann: Z. anorg. Chem., 103, 119 (1918); Zsigmondy 
and Jander; Z. anal. Chem., 68, 241 (1919); 63, 673 (1923). 

« Zsigmondy, Bachmann, and Stevenson ; Z, anorg. Chem., 75, 189 
(1912). 
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so characteristic of the hydration and dehydration of silica were 
lacking in the tantalum pentoxide gels; both remained white and 
chalky under all conditions. 

Sols of hydrous tantstlum pentoxide are obtained in the same 
way as the corresponding columbium pentoxide sols already 
described. The hydrous oxide is insoluble in water but is slightly 
acidic in character, dissolving in alkalies with the formation of 
tantalate. 



Fig. 17.—Vai)or pressure diagram of tantalum pentoxide. 


The Hydrous Oxides of Antimony 

Antimony Pentoxide. —On account of the position of antimony 
in the periodic system of the elements, antimony pentoxide is 
usually supposed to form ortho-, pyro-, and metaantimonic 
acids: R,ShO^ or SbaOs-SHgO; H 4 Sb 207 or Sb 206 - 2 H 20 ; and 
HSbOa or Sb 205 * H20,^ corresponding to the acids of phosphorus. 
In addition to these, hydrates containing 4, 4.5, 5, and 6 mols of 
water per mol of pentoxide have been described.^ The oxide is 

1 See Fremy: J. prakL Chem., 43 , 293; 45 , 209 (1848); Hepptner: Pogg, 
Ann.f 86, 419 (1852); Geuther: J, prakL Chem., (2) 4 , 438 (1871); Dau- 
bbawa: lAebig^s Ann, Chem., 186 , 110 (1877); Conrad: Chem. News, 40 , 197 
(1879); Senderens: B^dL soc. chim., (3) 21 , 47 (1899); Delacroix: Ibid., 
(3) 21 , 1049 (1899). 

2 Senderens: Bull, soc, chim., (3) 21 , 47 (1899). 
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thrown down in a flocculent hydrous condition by hydrolyzing 
antimony pentachloride in water or antimony trichloride in 
nitric acid solution; and by decomposition of a solution of potas¬ 
sium pyroantimonate with acids. A survey of the procedures 
that must be followed to get a composition approximating a 
hydrate suggests that the so-called ortho-, pyro-, and meta- 
antimonic acids are, in reality, hydrous antimony pentoxides 
dried under such conditions that the composition approaches 
that of the corresponding acids of phosphorus. This conclusion 
has been confirmed by the observations of Jander and Simon’ 
on oxides prepared in a variety of ways. In Table XXV is 
given the composition of oxides precipitated at different tempera- 


Table XXV. —(composition of Hydrous Antimony Pentoxide 


Condition of drying 

Mols of water per mol of 8b20& 

0 ° oxide 

60® oxide 

100 ® oxide 

At 15” in air. 

30.56 

9.97 

7.91 

Over eonccaitrated 112^04. 

3.68 

2.17 

0.60 

At 105°. 

2.43 

1.02 

0.45 


tures and dried under varying conditions. It is quite obvious 
that the composition is determined by the conditions of precipi¬ 
tation and the method of drying, and that a composition cor¬ 
responding to a hydrate is purely accidental. This is further 
emphasized by the unbroken character of the dehydration- 
velocity-composition curves and the vapor-pressure-composition 
curves of various preparations. The vapor-pressure isotherms 
are very similar to those shown in Fig. 17 for hydrous tantalum 
pentoxide. All the oxides show the characteristic hysteresis 
region. The 100° preparation exhibits optical phenomena in 
this region similar to those observed by van Bemmelen with 
hydrous stannic oxide. At the beginning of the rehydration the 
oxide is a transparent glassy mass; as more water is taken up, 
it becomes cloudy and the color changes to brown; on complete 
hydration, the gel is clear and colorless once more. 

Like hydrous stannic oxides, the different antimony pentoxides 
adsorb alkali salts and phosphoric acid, giving typical adsorption 

1 Kolim-Z., 28 , 122 (1918); Z. anorg. Chem,, 127 , 68 (1923). 
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isotherms. As would be expected, the loose finely divided 0® 
oxide has the highest adsorption capacity, and the dense granular 
100 ° oxide has the lowest adsorption capacity for salts as well 
as w^ater. The hydrous oxides adsorb alkalies from dilute solu¬ 
tions, giving amorphous masses of indefinite composition that 
have been mistaken for definite antimonates. More concen¬ 
trated solutions dissolve the oxides, and from tlanse solutions 
definite crystalline antimonates are obtained. 

Alcogels of antimony pentoxide are formcKl by treating the 
hydrogels wdth gradually incr(‘asing amounts of alcohol. If 
maintained over glycerol, dealcoholation curves are obtained 
similar to those of dehydration. 

Hydrous oxides freshly prepared by hydrolysis of antimony 
pentachloride are peptized by thorough washing, forming instable 
sols from which an ag(Kl oxide gradually separates on standing or 
heating. Delacroix' and Senderens*' mistook tlu'se sols for 
molecular solutions, and so reported erroneous values for the 
solubility of Sb 2 ()r 3 in water. 

Antimony Trioxide.—Like phosphorus trioxido, antimony 
trioxide is supposed to form ortho-, pyro-, and metaantimonous 
acids, HsSbO;! or Sb 2 ().{- 114 ^ 1)205 or SboD.r'HDD, and 
HSb ()2 or Sb 20 a*H 2 D, respectively, (dark and Stallo*^ claim to 
have prepared the trihydrate or ortho acid by the action of sul¬ 
furic acid on barium antimonyl tartrate. The addition of mineral 
acids to tartar emetic yields a hydrous product containing vary¬ 
ing amounts of adsorbed tartaric acid and precipitating agent 
which are difficult to remove by washing.'* Using alkaline car¬ 
bonates, acetates, phosphates, and tungstates as precipitants, 
Long*’ finds the composition to be approximately 81)20,v 0.5H 2 D. 
Schaffner'’’ reports the formation of a dihydrate, pyroanti- 
monous acid, by treating an alkali solution of arsenious sulfide 
with copper sulfate until all the sulfur is removed, and then 

1 BiM, Boc. ehim., (3) 21 , 1049 (1899); 26 , 288 (1901). 

2 Bull. soc. chim., (3) 21 , 47 (1899). 

« Ber., 13 , 1792 (1880). 

^ Gunz: CinnpL reud., 102 , 1472 (1886). 

J. Am. Chern, Soc., 17 , 87 (1891). 

^Liebig's Ann, Chem., 61 , 168 (1844); r/., however, Serono: Gazz, chirn^ 
ital., 24 , 274 (1894). 
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acidifying. Loa and Wood^ found that the incihod of Clark and 
Siallo does not yield orthoantinioiioiis acid but a liydrous oxide 
of varying composition, depending on liow it is washed and 
dried. Ix)ng’s method likewise yielded products of varying 
water cont(mt, depending on the temperature of precipitation. 
The oxide thrown down with mineral acids contains more 
adsorbed impurities and retains its adsorbed water more strongly 
than the compound precipitated with alkalies and alkali carbon¬ 
ates. By treating a solution of antimony trichloride in hydro¬ 
chloric acid with ammonia, a very finely divided hydrous mass 
is first formed which goes over to the anhydrous oxide on warming. 
In this respect, its behavior reminds one of hydrous cupric oxide. 

Antimony trioxide is insoluble in water but is amphoteric in 
chara(iter, giving antimonous salts with acids and antirnonate 
with alkalies. Heated in air, the trioxide takes on more oxygen, 
giving the tetraoxide, 81 ) 204 . 

IIvDUOus Oxides of Bismuth 

Bismuth Trioxide. —The most common oxid(' of bismuth is 
the trioxide, BioOa. This is thrown down cpiantitatively in the 
cold by alkalies and ammonia as a white flocculent mass, errone¬ 
ously assumed to be Bi(OH )3 or Bi20;r31l20. If precipitated 
from chloride or nitrate solution, the hydrous oxide is usually 
contaminated by oxychloride or nitrate; but if the solution of 
the oxide in alkali in the presence of glycerin- is acidified, the 
compound comes down in a highly gelatinous form free from 
basic salt.^ A pure preparation is said to result also from pouring 
a solution of bismuth nitrate into dilute alkali** and by precipi¬ 
tating an acid solution of bismuth nitrate with concentrated 
ammonia.^ The hydrous mass has a composition approximating 
Bi(OH )3 only when dried in air. When dried at 100°, it is usu¬ 
ally assumed to form metahydroxide, BiOOH or BiaOs * 21120 ,® 

1 J. Chem. Soc., 123, 259 (1923). 

2L5wk: Z. anal. C'/icw., 22, 498 (1883). 

8 Thibault: J. Pharm., (6) 12, 559 (HK)0). 

^ Phibeaitx and Hkwis: J, Soc. Chem. Ind.^ 41, 167 (1922). 

® Moles and Portillo: Chem. Zentr., I, 33 (1924). 

8 Arppe: Pogg. Ann., 64, 237 (1845); Rupp: Z. anal. Chem., 42, 732 (1903); 
Moser: Z. anarg. Chem., 61, 379 (1909); Prideaux and Hewis: J. Soc. 
Chem. Ind., 41, 167 (1922), 



27<S 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES 


but this could not 1)0 confirmed. ^ Apparently the so-called ortho- 
and inetahydroxides merely represent stages in the continuous 
dehydration of a hydrous gel. 

A positive sol of hydrous bismuth trioxide results on dialyzing 
a dilute solution of bismuth nitrate containing nitric acid.^ 
The sol is but slightly opalescent, is almost neutral, and gives 
only the faintest test for nitrate. A very stable sol is formed by 
adding alkali to a solution of bismuth nitrate in glycerin contain¬ 
ing Paal’s sodium salts of lysalbinic and protalbinic acids. 
After purification by dialysis, this sol can be evaporated in 
vacuum at 60°, giving a gel that can be repeptized in water. 

The hydrous gel precipitated from antimony nitrate solution 
with concentrated alkali can be peptized by thorough washing.^ 
The resulting sol is more stable in the i>resence of sucrose, man- 
nite, glycerin, and lactose.^ The last two substances appear to 
react chemically with the hydrous oxide. 

While the hydrous oxide of bismuth is white, the anhydrous 
oxide is yellow when cold and red when hot. It is used for stain¬ 
ing glass and porcelain and for neutralizing undesirable colors 
in certain fluxes. 

Higher Oxides of Bismuth. —If a current of chlorine is passed 
into an alkali in which hydrous bismuth trioxide is suspended, a 
reddish powder results which is supposed to be anhydrous or 
hydrous Bi 204 . Similarly, highly oxidized products are formed 
by the electrolytic oxidation of the trioxide and by the action of 
persulfates, hydrogen peroxide, and potassium ferricyanide on 
the trioxide in the presence of alkali.® According to Gutbier and 
Biinz,^ none of these reactions gives a definite homogeneous 
product. 

1 CoRFiELD and Woodward: Pharm, 113 , 83, 128 (1924). 

2 Biltz: Ber,, 36 , 4434 (1902). 

3 Paal: Pkarm, Zig., 48 , 594 (1903). 

^ KOhn and Pirsch: Kolloid-Z. (Zsigmondy Festschrift)^ 36 , 310 (1925). 

Cf. Sen and Dhar: Kolloich-Z.^ 83 , 193 (1923). 

® Deichler; Z . anorg. Chem,^ 20 , 81 (1899); Hauser and Vanino: Ibid.^ 
39 , 381 (1904); Ruff: IMd., 67 , 220 (1908); Moser: Ibid., 60 , 33 (1906); 
Muir: J. Chem. Soc., 61 , 77 (1887). 

^Z. anorg. Chem., 46 , 162, 294; 49 , 432; 60 , 210 (1907); 62 , 124 (1907); 
69 , 143 (1908), 
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Worsoly and Robertson' claim to have obtained the tetroxide 
pure, by oxidizing the trioxide suspended in dilute alkali and 
freeing the resulting product from trioxide and alkali by tritu¬ 
rating with glacial acetic acid. Two isomeric monohydrates are 
described, one brown and the other purplish black. Using con¬ 
centrated alkali and chlorine, a mixture of yellow tetroxide 
dihydrate and red or brown pentoxide raonohydrate is said to 
form. Ammonium persulfate is said to give some hexoxide. 
These observations are incomplete if not inaccurate in many 
respects and should be repeated. It seems altogether unlikely 
that the alleged hydrates are anything but indefinite hydrous 
oxides. 

Unlike the amphoteric oxides of arsenic and antimony, the 
oxides of bismuth are not acid forming in character. 

I Chrm. Soc., 117, (i.3 (1020). 



CHAPTER XII 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF MOLYBDENUM, TUNGSTEN, 
AND URANIUM 

The Hydrous Oxides of Molybdenum 

Molybdenum Trioxide. —Molybdenum trioxide forms two and 
only two^ crystalline hydrates, MoOs* 21120 and MoOa'H 20 . 
The dihydrate separates at room temperature in yellow crusts 
from a nitric acid solution of ammonium molybdate such as is 
used in the estimation of phosphorus. By heating to 40 to 50° a 
solution of the dihydrate or the solid suspended in water, Rosen- 
heim and Davidson- obtained what they called a MoO,s • 2 H 2 O 
to distinguish it from ^ MoOr IRC) which comes down at 05 to 
70°. Both preparations crystallize in fine white needles, but 
the so-called a oxide diffei's from the in forming with water a 
stable milky suspension or sol and in losing all its hydrate water 
at a lower temperature. It is probable that the differences 
between the two preparations are due to variations in the size 
and physical character of the primary particles thrown down at 
different temperatures, rather than to allotropy. Doubtless 
this could be settled by an x-ray study of the crystal structure of 
the two preparations such as Burger*** used to establish the chemical 
individuality of M 0 O 3 • HoO and M 0 O 3 . 

Graham^ first recognized the existence of a sol of the trioxide 
which he prepared by dialysis of a 5 per cent solution of sodium 
molybdate acidified with a slight excess of HCl. During dialysis 
this sol behaves hke hydrous ceric oxide in settling to a jelly 
which subsequently liquefies as the dialysis is continued. The 
sol is very stable toward electrolytes, has a yellow color and an 
astringent taste, and is acid to litmus. By evaporating in vac- 

iHCrria and Kubre: Z. anorg, Chem., 126 , 167 (1923). 

2 Z, anorg. Chem.y 37 , 314 (1903). 

8 Z. anorg, Chem., 121, 240 (1922). 

*lMbig's Ann. Chem,^ 136, 65 (1865). 
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uurn over sulfuric acid, a glassy hydrous mass is obtained which is 
readily taken up again by water.^ (Iraham's observations were 
confirmed by Sabanejeff,^ Linebarger,*'* and Lottermoser;'^ but 
Bruni and Pappad^^* failed to get a sol by dialysis of a nitric 
acid solution of ammonium molybdate having the composition 
of the phosphoric acid reagent. Rosenheim and Bertheim^ 
likewise claimed that the solutions formed by shaking M 0 O 3 - 
21120 with water arc not colloidal since at every temperature, 
the oxide possesses a definite solubility. However, such solu¬ 
tions saturated at high temperature do not crystallize out on cool¬ 
ing even when stirred for a long time with crystals of dihydrate. 
Indeed, a solution saturated at 100° is fortyfold supersaturated 
on cooling to room temperature. CVyoscopic determinations 
on such a solution indicate a molecular weight for the 
trioxide in solution of approximately GOO, which is of the same 
order as 8abanejeff obtained for the (Jraham sol. This fact, 
together with the observed high conductivity and high hydrogen 
ion concentration of the dihydrate solution, led to the conclusion 
that solutions of M 0 O 3 *21120, whether prepared directly or by 
the method of Graham, are not colloidal. This conclusion was 
called in question by Wohler and km gels, ^ who demonstrated the 
heterogeneity not only of Graham^s sol but of the nitric acid 
solution of ammonium molybdate and the aqueous solutions of 
MoO.-j *21120 saturated in the hot or in the cold. All of these 
solutions contained particles clearl}" visible in the ultramicro¬ 
scope, which were precipitated by the addition of gelatin but 
not by electrolytes. In the light of their observations, Wohler 
and Engels classify the solutions as semicolloidal, since they 
appear to lie in the borderland between true crystalloidal solu¬ 
tions and hydrophile sols. This disposition of the matter fails 
to emphasize the important fact that M 0 O 3 -21120 is soluble to 
a certain extent and, hence, under different conditions, it may 

1 Cf, Ullick: Sitzb. AkacL Wiss, Wien, 60, 302 (1870). 

2 Ber., 23 , 87 (1890). 

8 Am. J. Sci., (3) 43 , 222 (1892). 

^ “Uber anorg. Kolloide,” Stuttgart, 11 (1901). 

^Gazz. chim. ital., 31 , I, 244 (1901). 

^Z. anorg. Chem., 34 , 427 (1903); 37 , 314 (1904). 

Kollouichem, Beiheftej 1, 466 (1910). 
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be chiefly in solution or chiefly colloidal. A newly formed 
solution of sodium molybdate acidified with hydrochloric acid 
will contain more oxide in solution than an old preparation, 
since ageing brings about an increase in size and a decrease in 
solubility of the colloidal particles. In all preparations the 
particles are relatively small and the solution pressure sufficiently 
large to make the mixture distinctly acid and a good conductor. 
But a part of the oxide is suspended in the liquid, and this con¬ 
tributes neither to the acidity nor the conductivity of the solu¬ 
tion. The lowering of the vapor pressure of such mixtures is due 
in large measure to the dissolved oxide and not to the suspended 
particles; hence, molecular weights deduced from cryoscopic 
measurements under the assumption that all the oxide is dis¬ 
solved are necessarily erroneous. 

Rosenheim heated to 50° a solution containing hydrochloric; 
acid and sodium molybdate in the ratio of 4:1. From this 
solution there precipitated gradually, a slimy hydrous mass 
which was readily peptized by water after thorough washing. 
The particles in this sol are larger and less hydrous than in the 
Graham sol; and, unlike the latter, it is slightly opalescent and 
is precipitated in floes by the addition of solutions of neutral 
salts and weak acids. 

Dimolybdenum Pentoxide.—The hydrous oxide of pentavalent 
molybdenum is thrown down by adding ammonia to a hydro¬ 
chloric acid solution of M 0 O 3 previously reduced with metallic 
molybdenum^ or with hydriodic add.^ At one time these were 
thought to be oxides of tetravalent molydenum, but Klason® 
obtained a compound with identical properties by adding ammo¬ 
nia to a dilute solution of (NH4)2MoOCl6 in which the molyb¬ 
denum is pentavalent. The precipitate is distinctly gelatinous; 
but it is said to have the composition MoO(OH )3 when dried 
over phosphorus pentoxide. When newly formed, it is very 
similar in physical character and color to hydrous ferric oxide. 
Like the latter, it is peptized by thorough washing, forming a 
clear sol which varies in color from yellow to dark red depending 

1 Berzelius: Pogg, Ann,^ 6, 366, 389 (1826). 

* Prichard: Compt, rend.^ 118 ^ 804 (1894); Ann, chim, phys,^ (6) 28 , 537 
(1893). 

« Ber., 84 , 148 (1901). 
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on the concentration. The sol gives a gelatinous precipitate 
with electrolytes, but it is probable that it could be precipitated 
as a jelly since Berzelius obtained a transparent jelly sinaply by 
allowing a dark red sol to stand for a month in a closed vessel. 

Freundlich and Leonhardt' studied the properties of a sol pre¬ 
pared by peptizing the hydrous oxide thrown down with ammonia 
from a very dilute solution containing pentavalent molybdenum. 
The precipitat/C as well as the sol oxidizes to molybdenum blue 
more readily than Berzelius^ preparation, probably on account 
of the difference in size of the particles. The negatively charged 
sol agglomerates fractionally on adding electrol 3 rfces, and the last 
traces of sol are thrown down only by relatively high concentra¬ 
tions of multivalent cations that ordinarily precipitate in low 
concentrations. This behavior is accounted for by the wide 
variation in the size of the colloidal particles; the larger particles 
agglomerate first, leaving a very dilute, highly dispersed sol which 
is not readily precipitated. In this respect, it is like P 6 an de St. 
Gilles^ ferric oxide sol.‘^ Like the latter also, the precipitation 
IS readily reversible when the precipitating ions are weakly ad¬ 
sorbed, and almost irreversible when the precipitating ions are 
strongly adsorbed. 

Molybdentun Dioxide and Sesquioxide. —Although the oxide 
M 0 O 2 can be prepared by oxidizing molybdenum or by reducing 
M 0 O 3 under suitable conditions, it is claimed that the hydrous 
oxide or hydroxide of tetravalent molybdenum does not exist, 
the reported preparations being hydrous pentoxide.® Paal and 
his coworkers, ^ however, claim to have prepared the compound 
by reduction, at room temperature, of an ammonium molybdate 
solution with hydrogen in the presence of a little colloidal pal¬ 
ladium. By stopping the reduction when the theoretical amount 
of hydrogen is used up, there is obtained a greenish-black mass 
which has adsorbed most of the colloidal palladium. If dried 
under suitable conditions, the composition can be made to 
approximate MoO(OH) 2 ; but there is no evidence that this is a 

* Kolloidchem, Beihefie^ 7 , 172 (1915). 

* Wbisbb: J, Phys . Ckem., 26 , 672 (1921); 24 , 312 (1920). 

» Klason: Bcr., 34 , 153 (1901); Guichard: CompL rend ., 143 , 744 (1906). 

* Paal and BrOnjbs; Ber., 47 , 2214 (1914); Paal and BOttner: 48 , 220 
(1916). 
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definite Iiydraie or that all the molybdenum is i.etravalent. If 
the reduction is carried out in the presence of Paahs sodium pro- 
talbinate, there results a stable sol, black in reflected light and 
reddish brown in transmitted light. By a similar procedure 
Paal claimed to get the precipitated hydrous oxide and sol of 
trivalent molybdenum. The precipitate is an amorphous black 
mass^ which cannot be dehydrated to M 02 O 3 without oxidation 
taking place.“ 

Molybdenum Blue. —When a solution of MoOrj or an acidified 
molybdate is reduced by hydrogen sulfide, sulfur dioxide, stan¬ 
nous chloride, metallic molybdenum, zinc, or other reducing agent, 
a deep-blue solution results, which deposits a blue hydrous 
precipitate known as molybdenum blue. A similar product is 
obtained by the oxidation of lower oxides such as MoOo and by 
adding a cold dilute solution of Mo()l> in hydrochloric acid to a 
solution of ammonium molybdate. The last method of forma¬ 
tion suggests that the blue compound is a molybdenum molyb¬ 
date such as Mo() 2 * 2 Mo 03 ; but much doubt exists as to its 
composition. Marchetti^ lielieves it to be MosOo* 5 II 2 O; Gui- 
chard,** M 05 O 14 ' 61420 ; Junius,^ M 07 O 20 ; while Bailhache^’ and 
Klason"^ believe there are a number of blues which Klason regards 
as complex derivations of M 02 O 6 and M 0 O 3 analogous to phos- 
phomolybdic acid. The evidence for the existence of different 
compounds is based largely on analytical differences that are 
probably of the same order of magnitude as the experimental 
errors inherent in analyzing a colloidal mass; hence, whether there 
is an individual blue or a number of related compounds, the 
composition is known only approximately. Marchetti® claims 

^ Muthmann and Nagel: J5cr., 31, 2000 (189S); Chilesotti: AtH accad. 
Limei^ (5) 12, II 22, 67 (1903); Smith and IIoskiNwSon: Am, Chem. 

7, 90 (1885). 

^Guichard: Ann, chim. phys., (7) 23, 498 (1901). 

^Z, anorg. Chem., 19, 390 (1899); Muthmann: Ldcldg'n Ann. Chem., 
238, 108 (1887). 

^ Ann. chim. phys., (7) 23, 498 (1901); Berzelius: Pogg. Ann., 6, 385 
(1826). 

® Z. anorg. Chem., 46, 428 (1905). 

® Compt. rmd., 133, 1210 (1901). 

7 Ber., 34, 153 (1901). 

anorg. Chem., 19, 301 (1899). 
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to have prepared a crystalline oxide having the formula MosOs • - 
5 H 2 O by the cathodic reduction of a hydrochloric acid solution 
of M 0 O 3 and subsequent evaporation to crystallization. Cryo- 
scopic investigations on a solution of this oxide in water indicate 
a molecular weight of 4()() as compared to 416 for Mo^Og. Biltz’ 
was unable to confirm these observations, and KoppeP questions 
the existence of a ciystalline molybdenum blue. 

Biltz prepared a stable sol by reduction with hydrogen sulfide 
of an ammonium molybdate solution acidified with sulfuric 
acid, and suliseciuent dialysis. Dumanski made ultramicro- 
scopic observations on a fairly pure sol prepared in this way and 
observed submicrons in rapid motion, if the sol was not too 
dilute; but on liigh dilution, it appeared optically empty. 
Dumanski also prepared an electrolyte-free solution by reducing 
pure MoD:^, suspended in water, with metallic molybdenum. 
This appeared optically empty in the ultramicroscope, and from 
the freezing-point lowering, the molecular weight was calculated 
to be 410 (Mo3Oh = 416). The addition of small amounts of 
electrolytes caused submicrons to appear. Dumanski concludes, 
therefore, that very pure molybdenum blue dissolves in water 
forming a true solution, but the presence of a small amount of 
electrolyte polymerizes the molecules. Since the blue as usually 
prepared contains adsorbed impurities, its solutions are colloidal. 
These observations of Dumanski should be confirmed, for if the 
facts are as stated, they raise the question of the mechanism of 
the agglomeration of monomolecular molecules by the presence 
of small amounts of a variety of electrolytes. 

The sol of molybdenum blue, prepared by Biltz^s method, is 
negatively charged and so is precipitated by positively charged 
hydrous oxide sols of iron, aluminum, chromium, thorium, 
zirconium, and cerium. Particularly beautiful and stable color 
lakes with the hydrous oxides of aluminum, thorium, and cerium 
are formed by the mutual precipitation of the oppositely 
charged sols. 

Sols of molybdenum blue act as a dye bath, imparting a blue 
color to various fibers. Biltz^ studied the influence of concern 

1 Ber., 37 , 1095 (1904). 

2 AbegK’s ‘‘Hamlhuch aiiorg. ("Iiern.,” 4, (2) 626 (1921), 

3 Ber., 37 , 1766 (1904); 38 , 2963 (1905). 
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tration of sol on the amount of blue oxide taken up by silk, 
cotton, and hydrous aluminum oxide. The results of these 
observations are given in Fig. 18. The uniform nature of the 
curves shows that the colored fibers and lake are ‘‘adsorption 
compounds,” the composition of which varies continuously 
with the concentration of sol. The isotherms of adsorption are 
very similar to those obtained for organic colloidal dyestuffs 
such as benzidine^ and benzopurpurine^ and for dyes in true 



Fig. 18.—Adson)tion of molyfxlenum bluo !)y silk, cotton and hydrous alumina. 


solution such as picric acid‘s and Congo red. In view of these 
observations, there is no longer any question but that dyeing by 
many organic and inorganic dyestuffs is essentially an adsorption 
process rather than a chemical process of the usual type, or a 
solid-solution phenomenon. 

With true solutions of dyes, one is not surprised to find a 
continuous increase in the amount of dye taken up with increasing 
concentration of the dye bath, in accord with the adsorption 
isotherm. But in colloidal solutions of dyes, the particles con- 

1 Geobgievics: Monatshefle fur Chernies 16 , 705 (1894); IG, 346 (1895). 

2 Freundlich and Losev: Z, phytdk. Chem.y 69 , 284 (1907). 

2 Appleyard and Walker: J, Chem, Soc.^ 69 , 1334 (1896). 
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stitute a second phase in the ordinary sense of the term; and it is 
not obvious why they should fail to act like a phase of constant 
composition instead of the adsorption varying continuously with 
the apparent concentration of the bath. Bancroft^ has gotten 
around this difficulty by accepting with reservations, the physicist 
view that, according to the kinetic molecular theory, a suspended 
particle should behave like a molecule in true solution. If this is 
true, it will account for the marked similarity in the isotherms of 
adsorption for colloidal and molecular solutions. 

While recognizing the value, at some times, of treating a 
colloidal solution as having some of the properties of a true solu¬ 
tion, Bancroft emphasizes the importance of distinguishing 
between the two at other times. In the same way, it is useful 
to treat a solid solute as behaving in certain respects like an ideal 
gas, but this does not mean either that the solute behaves in all 
respects like an ideal gas or that it is an ideal gas. In most 
cases the distinction between true and colloidal solutions can be 
made by applying the criterion of Gibbs. According to Gibbs, 
an apparent phase is not a one-phase system unless the properties 
are definitely defined when the temj)eraturc, pressure, and con¬ 
centration are fixed. By applying this test, it may be shown 
readily that most colloidal solutions are two-phase systems. 
The difficulty comes with solutions of such substances as tannin 
and soaps which appear to satisfy Gibbs^ criterion for a one-phase 
system when in reality they are two-phase systems. A similar 
situation is encountered with a mixture of two gases which in 
the last analysis is neither physically nor chemically homogeneous 
but which is a one-phase system, nevertheless. To take care of 
these cases, Bancroft assumes that any gas or vapor will pass 
through any pore through which any other gas or vapor will 
pass. If ttiis unproved but reasonable assumption is granted, 
it leads directly to the conclusion that any substance which can 
be filtered out by an ultrafilter is in colloidal solution and not 
in true solution, an ultrafilter being defined as a porous membrane 
which shows no marked negative adsorption, that is, specific 
adsorption of the solvent. This criterion puts soap and tannin 
in the list of colloidal solutions and would undoubtedly take care 
of the highly dispersed solutions of molybdenum trioxide and 

1 Pkys, Chem,, 29 , 966 (1926). 
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molybdenum blue. It should be pointed out, however, that any 
apparent solution which will pass through the finest ultrafilter 
is not necessarily in true solution. 


The Hydrous Oxides of Tuncjsten 


Anhydrous tungsten trioxide does not combine with water; 
but an insoluble rnonohydrate usually known as tungstic acid, 
H2WO4, is formed by precipitating a solution of a tungstate with 
excess mineral acid at the boiling point. The hydrate comes 



Temperoiiure 


Fig. 19. —Dehydration curves of yellow and white funjjisten trioxido. 


down as a yellow powder possessing a definite crystalline structure 
distinctly different from that of WOs.^ By carrying out the 
reaction at low temperatures, the oxide comes down as a white 
voluminous mass that cannot be washed completely free from 
adsorbed salts. The white oxide was believed to be WOs*- 
2H2O; but this seems improbable in the light of Hxittig and 
Kurre^s^ recent investigations of the change in vapor pressure of 
different preparations with changing temperature, using a spe- 

1 Burger: Z, anorg, Chem., 121, 210 (1922). 

^ Z. anorg, Chem., 122, 44 (1922). 
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cin-lly (losi^THHl teiisi-oudioniolor J Tho rosults f)f observations on 
both yellow and white preparations are given in the teniperature- 
composition curves reproduced in Fig. 19. The yellow oxide 
forms one and only one hydrate WO.'{*Il 2 C), and the white 
voluminous compound is a hydrous oxide, the water content 
varying continuously with change in temperature. The curve 
for the yellow oxide is reproducible; but the ease with which the 
white compound gives up its water is determined by the size of 
the hydrous particles. Thus, the curve for the very highly dis¬ 
persed /3 oxide lies above that for the coarser a oxide throughout 
the entire range of the investigation. The crystal structure of 
the white hydrous oxide is apparently different from that of the 
yellow monohydrate or yellow WO3. If this be true, it means 
that the oxide exists in two forms and not that the white com¬ 
pound is a hydrate, as Burger^ supposed. The white oxide 
becomes yellow on standing;’ and the yellow oxide sometimes 
takes on a greenish color which has been traced to the presence 
of a lower oxide, possibly W 205 .^ 

Graham^ first prepared a sol of tungstic acid, so called, by dialysis 
of a 5 per cent solution of sodium tungstate acidified with only 
a slight excess of dilute hydrochloric acid. On evaporating the 
sol to dryness, a glassy mass was obtained which could be heated 
to 200° without losing its sol-forming property. An 80 per cent 
sol with a density of 3.25 was obtained by peptizing the glassy 
mass with one-fourth its weight of water. The sol is less stable 
than the corresponding molybdenum trioxide sol and precipi¬ 
tates out in the form of beautiful quadratic prisms,® after 
standing several months. 

The Graham sol cannot be prepared free from alkali, which 
led Sabanejeff^ to conclude that it is a solution of a sodium salt 
of the formula Na20*4W08. This seems not to be the case, 
since Biltz and Vegesack® found the ratio Na20 : WO3 to be 2 : 11 

iHthTio: Ibid., 114, 161 (1920). 

* Z. anorg. Chem., 121, 240 (1922). 

® Moser and Ehrlich: EdcDErden u.-Erze, 3, 40, 65 (1922). 

* Van Liempt: Z. anorg. Chem., 119, 310 (1921). 

^Pogg, Ann., 123, 639 (1864). 

® WOhler and Engels: Kolloidchem, Beihefte, 1, 472 (1910). 

7 Z. anorg. Chem., 14, 364 (1897). 

« Z, phys. Chem,, 68, 376 (1910). 
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in a woll-dialyzod sol. Wohler and Engels^ confirmed Graham’s 
<d)servations and demonstrated the optical heterogeneity of the 
preparation. Unlike colloidal M 0 O 3 , the sol is not precipitated 
by adding gelatin, but an adsorption complex is formed which is 
thrown down by the addition of a little ammonium chloride. 
The presence of a small amount of tungsten trioxide in colloidal 
molybdenum trioxide seems to act as a protective colloid,^ 
preventing the precipitation of the latter by gelatin. Similarly, 
molybdenum trioxide seems to exert a protecting action on tung¬ 
sten trioxide. As has been pointed out, molybdenum trioxide 
comes down only very slowly from a strongly acidified molybdate 
solution in the cold, whereas tungsten trioxide precipitates readily 
from a strongly acidified tungstate. If a mixture containing a 
small amount of tungstate and a large amount of molybdate is 
acidified, no precipitate forms for a long time unless the mixture 
is warmed, the time required for its appearance at a given tem¬ 
perature being determined by the composition of the mixture. 
The precipitate is an adsorption complex since the two oxides 
exhibit a mutual adsorption for each other. The more stable 
molybdenum trioxide sol adsorbs and so holds tungsten trioxide 
in colloidal solution until the particles of the latter grow to the 
point of precipitation, carrying down with them adsorbed molyb¬ 
denum trioxide. 

Although the nature of Graham's dialyzed solutions has been 
questioned, there can be no doubt as to the colloidal character 
of the solution of the yellow oxide formed by mechanical dis¬ 
integration^ or of the white hydrous oxide peptized by washing. 
The white oxide always comes down as a gelatinous precipitate 
when sodium tungstate is treated in the cold with excess acid. 
The velocity of precipitation and the nature of the precipitate 
depend on the hydrogen ion concentration of the acid used.'* 
Contrary to von Weimarn's theory, Lottermoser^ found the precip- 

^ Kollmdchem, Beihefte, 1, 472 (1910); cf, PappadA: Oazz, chim. itcU.f 82, 
(2), 22 (1902). 

2 Cf. KhOgek: Kolloid-Z., 80, 18 (1922). 

* Wegelin: KollM-Z.j 14, 65 (1914). 

^Lottermobbr: Kolloid^Z., 16, 145 (1914); cf. van Liempt: Rec. trav. 
chim., 48, 30 (1924). 

® Van Bemmelen's: "Gedenkboek/' 152 (1910). 
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itate to be more voluminous the slower the rate of precipitation. 
On washing the gel by decantation, it gradually becomes less 
voluminous and yellow in color, and finally is peptized completely, 
forming a yellow very cloudy sol in which the particles appear 
rod shaped.^ Lottermoser compares Graham^s clear stable 
tungsten trioxide sol with the latter^s clear ferric oxide sol formed 
in a similar way, and the cloudy tungsten trioxide sol with P^an 
de St. Gilles^ ferric oxide sol. There is some doubt as to whether 
the comparison is justified. The difference between the two 
ferric oxide sols is due to a difference in the size and hydrous 
character of the particles, whereas the tungsten oxide sols may 
be different chemically. The x-ray investigations which indicate 
the chemical individuality of white and yellow tungsten trioxide 
should be confirmed. 

Pappad^^ prepared a very sensitive sol by peptizing the tri¬ 
oxide with oxalic acid and purifying by dialysis; and Mliller^ 
obtained a sol highly sensitive to electrolytes by diluting with 
water an alcohol-ether solution of the oxide. 

Tungsten Blue. —The first product formed on reducing tung¬ 
sten trioxide or a tungstate is a blue substance similar to molyb¬ 
denum blue and known as tungsten blue. It may be formed 
also by partial oxidation of tungsten dioxide or of the hydrolysis 
product of tungsten pentachloride and pentabromide. The 
composition of the blue has been represented by a number of 
formulas ranging from W 206 ^ to but the bulk of the 

evidence indicates that it is a mixture of variable composition 
and not a single chemical individual.® Depending on the 
method of preparation, the color varies from purple bronze to 
deep blue; but it is not known whether this is due to differences 
in composition or physical structure or both. 

A sol of tungsten blue is formed by neutralization with ammo¬ 
nia of a solution of metatungstic acid saturated with hydrogen 

^ Dibsselhorst and Fretjndlich: Physik. Z., 17, 117 (1916). 

^Gazz. chim. ital., 32, II 22 (1902). 

^ Van Bemmelen’s: ‘^Gedenkboek,’' 416 (1910). 

* Chaudrion: Compt. rend., 170, 1056 (1920); Ann. chim., 16, 221 (1921); 
VAN Libmpt: Z. anorg. Chem., 126, 183 (1923). 

^ AlX 4 EN and Gottschalk: Am. Chem. 27, 328 (1902). 

«WOHLER and Balz: Z. Elektrochem., 27, 406 (1921); Reinders and 
Vervloet: Rec, irav. chim., 42, 626 (1923). 
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sulfide/ or by electrolytic reduction of an acidified tungstate 
solution.- In the purification by dialysis, appreciable amounts 
of the blue substance pass through the dialyzing membrane; 
the sol remaining has a deep sky-blue color in marked contrast 
to the slate-blue color of the corresponding molybdenum sol. 
Like the latter, however, it is negatively charged and is precipi¬ 
tated by electrolytes and positively charged sols. Freshly 
prepared sols dye silk, cotton, and wool directly, imparting a 
clear-blue color to the fiber.^ 

The Hydrous Oxides of Uranium 

Uranium Trioxide.—Oraham^ first prepared a sol of uniniurn 
trioxide by adding potassium carbonate to a uranyl salt solution 
containing sugar, and dialyzing. The deep orange-yellow col¬ 
loid was very stable but was readily agglomerated by electro¬ 
lytes. It is not clear why Graham found it necessary to use 
sugar in the preparation of his sol, for Szilard'" found that uranyl 
nitrate peptizes the oxide directly. To get the oxide in a suitable 
form, Szilard mixed a solution of uranyl acetate with ether and 
exposed the mixture to light, thereby obtaining a hydrous violet 
precipitate® analogous to molybdenum blue but having a definite 
composition UaOs. On allowing the thoroughly washed oxide 
to stand for a day, it oxidized to the yellow trioxide which was 
suspended in water and added to a hot solution of uranyl nitrate 
as long as it was peptized easily. The orange-yellow sol was 
quite stable in the presence of an appreciable excess of uranyl 
salt; but if too much oxide was added, it agglomerated spontane¬ 
ously in a form that was not readily repeptized. 

It is altogether probable that the sol is a hydrate rather than 
a hydrous oxide since the anhydrous oxide takes up water at 

^ Scheibler: J. prakt. Chem.^ 80, 204 (1860); 83, 273 (1861); Biltz: Ber,, 
37, 1095 (1904). 

^Leiser: Z. Eleklrochem.^ 13, 690 (1907); KrOgek: Kolloid-Z,, 30, 16 
(1922). 

3 Biltz: Ber,, 37, 1771 (1904). 

^PUl Trans,, 161 I, 183 (1861). 

6 J. chim, phijs., 6, 488, 495, 636 (1907). 

® Aloy: Ball, sac, chim., (2) 26, 344 (1901); Aloy and Eodier: Ibid., (4) 
27, 101 (1920). 
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roon) (,oniporaiuro,^ forming a dihydnito that is converted into 
n, inoiiohydrate at a temperature of 80° and a water-vapor pres¬ 
sure of 15 millimeters.“ The hydrate is usually yellow in color, 
but an orange compound of the same composition is obtained 
by electrolysis of uranyl nitrate^ or by suspending the violet 
hydrous U.^Os in water which is subsecpiently boiled in the air.'^ 
The anhydrous oxide formed by decomposition of uranyl nitrate 
is yellow if the decomposition takes place slowly, but red if the 
decomposition is rapid.It is probable that the variations in 
color of both the anhydrous and hydrated oxides are the result 
of difTenuices in physical character of the same comi)ound formed 
in dilTerent ways. 

Uranium Dioxide.—Hydrous uranium dioxide is thrown down 
as a voluminous red-brown mass by adding alkalies or ammonia 
to a cold green uranous solution.The gel loses water and 
becomes denser and darker on heating. It is probable that the 
newly formed hydrous mass would be peptized by washing, since 
Samsonow^ obtained a sol by washing the dark hydrous dioxide 
precipitated during the electrolytic reduction of 50 grams of 
uranyl chloride in 100 cubic centimeters of 2 N hydrochloric acid. 
Samaonow's sol when freshly prepared contains small positively 
charged particles in brisk Brownian movement. The particles 
grow quite rapidly, however, and within 24 hours most of the 
oxide settles out. 

It is of particular interest that colloidal uranium trioxide 
appears to catalyze the formation of formaldehyde by the action 
of sunlight on a solution of carbon dioxide in water. ^ 

^Lebeaij: Compi. rend., 164, 1808 (1012). 

2 FIuttig and Schroeder: Z. anorg. Chem.., 121, 243 (1922). 

‘"‘Oechsnbr de Coninck: BidL Acad. Roy. Bdg., 222 (1901). 

* Oechsner de Coninck: Compt. rend., 132, 204 (1901); Bidl. Acad. Roy. 
Belg., 303, 448 (1904). 

® Aloy: Bull. me. chim., (3) 23, 368 (1900). 

® Aloy: Bidl. me. chim,., (3) 21, 613 (1899). 

7 Kolloid-Z., 8, 96 (1911). 

** Moore and Webster: Proc. Roy. Soc., BIB, 163 (1913); BOB, 168 
(1919). 
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THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF MANGANESE 

Hydrous Manganese Dioxide 

Hydrous manganese dioxide is obtained by the oxidation of a 
manganous salt with such oxidizing agents as permanganate, 
hypochlorite, chlorate, ammonium persulfate, nitric acid, and 
ozone. It is also obtained by hydrolysis of a salt of tctravalent 
manganese and by reduction of permanganate by hydrogen 
peroxide, glycerin, dextrose, potassium oxalate, etc. It is 
difficult, if not impossible, to obtain the hydrous oxide in a pure 
form, partly on account of its tendency to lose a portion of its 
oxygen giving mixtures of MnO and Mn02^ and partly because 
of its high adsorption capacity. 

While definite hydrates of precipitated manganese dioxide 
have been described, the composition was found by van Bemme- 
len^ to be indefinite, depending on the physical character, age, 
and conditions of drying the sample. Two widely different 
preparations were studied by van Bemmelen, one the ordinary 
black compound precipitated from a solution of manganous 
salt by alkali hypochlorite, and a second red variety obtained by 
hydrolysis of Mn(S 04 ) 2 .® The red oxide is much more finely 
divided than the black and possesses a much higher adsorption 
capacity for water and dissolved electrolytes. Both oxides 
show a strong tendency to adsorb hydroxyl ion. This is evi¬ 
denced by the fact that dilute solutions of alkali peptize the gel 
forming a stable negative sol. Moreover, neutral salts such as 
potassium sulfate, chloride, and nitrate are hydrolyzed by the gel 

1 Wright and Menke: J. Ckem. Soc.j 87, 25 (1880); Gooch and Austin: 
Am. J. Sci., (4) 6, 260 (1898); Gorgbu: Compt. rmd.^ 110, 1134 (1890); 
VON Knorre: Z. angew. Chem., 14, 1149 (1901). 

2 J. prakt. chem.y (2) 28, 324, 379 (1881). 

3 Fjremy; CompU rend., 82, 475, 1231 (1876), 
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owing to stronger adsorption of base than of acid, the hydrolytic 
decomposition being more complete when the salt solutions ar(‘ 
dilute. Thus, 05 per cent of the potassium present in a 0.0025 
N solution of potassium sulfate is adsorbed by the hydrous oxide 
but only 0 per cent of that from a 0.1 solution. The total 
amount adsorbed, however, increases with increasing concen¬ 
tration of salt.^ This behavior accounts for Gorgeu’s^ observa¬ 
tion that solutions of both alkali and alkaline earth salts become 
acid when brought in contact with the hydrous oxide. In view 
of this marked adsorption capacity for alkalies, it is probable 
that the so-called rnanganites^ formed by precipitating hydrous 
manganese dioxide in the presence of basic oxides, are not definite 
compounds. In favor of this conclusion, it ma}^ be pointed out 
that the composition is determined by such variable factors as 
the physical character of the hydrous mass, the concentration of 
alkali, and the method of washing the precipitate. 

Manganese Dioxide Sols.—As previously mentioned, van 
Berninclen^ observed the ease with which hydrous manganese 
dioxide is peptized by dilute alkali. He also noted that the 
precipitated oxide is more or less completely peptized by washing 
out the excess of adsorbed alkali or salt. The voluminous red 
oxide is very readily peptized by washing, forming a clear-brown 
sol that is quite sensitive to the action of electrolytes. 

The most satisfactory method of preparing the sol consists in 
reducing potassium permanganate under such conditions that 
the precipitation concentration of no electrolyte in the solution 
is exceeded. The solution becomes alkaline during the reduction ; 
but, as already noted, an appreciable concentration of hydroxyl 
ion is favorable to sol formation. Reducing agents that have 
been employed successfully are hydrogen peroxide, sodium thio¬ 
sulfate, arsenious acid, reducing sugars, and ammonia. 

1 HUmmelchen and Kappkn: Z. Pflanzenerndhr. Dungung, 3A, 289 
(1924); Chem, Abstracts, 19, 1800 (1925). 

2 Ann. chim. phys., (3) 66, 155 (1862), 

8 Rousseau: Compt. rend., 104, 780, 1796 (1887); 114, 72 (1892); Sou- 
stein: Pharm. Ztg., 32, 659 (1887); Stingl and Marawski: J. praki. Chem., 
(2) 18, 86 (1878); Glaser: Monatshefte fiir Chemie, 6, 329 (1885); 7, 651 
(1886). 

*Cf. also Gorgbu: Ann. chim. phys., (3) 66, 154 (1862); Spring: Ber,, 
16, 1142 (1883); Spring and De Boeck: Bull. sac. chim., (2) 48,170 (1867). 
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Swiontkowski^ first roportod tho fi)rinatiV)n of a cofToo-oolorod 
sol of iruiiig'aT]os(‘ dioxide^ by roduciiig a solution of i\Mn ()4 
with pure neutral hydrogen peroxide. According to Bredig and 
Marck,“ a satisfactory sol results if a dilute hydrogen peroxide 
solution is added slowly with constant shaking to a potassium 
permanganate solution no stronger than M /lO until the color of the 
permanganate just disappears. By dialysis with conductivity 
water, the conductivity of the sol may l)e reduced to that of 
ordinary distilled water. A dilute sol is clear yellow in color, 
changing to dark brown as the concentration increases. If not 
too concentrated, the sol can be kept indefinibdy without 
precipitating; but it is very sensitive to the action of electrolytes 
with the exception of potassium hydroxide and permanganate. 

Bredig and Marck made a (juantitative study of th(‘ catalytic 
decomposition of hydrogen peroxide by colloidal manganese 
dioxide. The reaction is of the first order, but in most cases the 
constant increases as the decomposition progresses, possibly 
owing to the formation and subse(iuent d(‘composition of a 
lyydrogen peroxide salt during the course of the reaction.^ In 
alkaline solution, the velocity of decomposition increases to a 
maximum with increasing concentration of hydroxyl and then 
falls off just as Bredig found with colloidal metals. The catalytic 
activity of the oxide is increased by heating the sol for hour, 
but prolonged heating causes precipitation. The presence of 
gelatin increases the stability of the sol and raises its catalytic 
activity slightly. Low concentrations of substances like hydro¬ 
gen sulfide, potassium cyanide, and carbon dioxide which have a 
marked poisoning action on a platinum catalyst, arc without 
effect on manganese dioxide. On the other hand, phosphorus, 
its oxidation products, and sodium phosphate cut down the 
catalytic activity of the oxide, and mercuric chloride and potas¬ 
sium fluoride increase it. 

A mixture of perborate and permanganate may be added to 
bath water to make what is known as an “oxygen bath,” The 
reaction in solution gives hydrogen peroxide and colloidal man¬ 
ganese dioxide, and the latter catalyzes the decomposition of 

^ Liebig's Ann. Chem.y 141, 205 (1867). 

* Van Bemmelen’s: ‘^Gedenkboek,^' 342 (1910). 

® C/., however, Lottehmoskk and Lehmann: KollouLZ.y 29, 250 (1921), 
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former, setting; free oxygen which forms a supersaturated solution 
in the water and is subsequently evolved in small bubbles on the 
skin of the bather. The presence of electrolytes in the bath water 
was found to have such a marked effect on the rate of evolution 
of oxygen that Lotterrnoser^ investigated quantitatively the influ¬ 
ence of various alkalies and salts on the decomposition of hydro¬ 
gen peroxide by manganese dioxide. The impurity was added to 
the peroxide solution, after which the catalyst was prepared 
directly in the solution by adding permanganate and base in the 
order named. With salts of a common anion, different cations 
influenced the decomi)ositiori in the order Ba" > Sr“ > Ca"- 
> Na* > K' > Li‘, barium ion accelerating it the Tiiost and lith¬ 
ium ion retarding it the most. Unfortunately, Lotternioser did 
not inquire into the reason for the accelerating action of certain 
electrolytes and the inhibiting action of others; but it is probable 
that this is very closely related to the adsorba])ility of the cations 
and to the variation in physical charact(*r of the hydrous parti¬ 
cles formed in the presence of different electrolytes. Mg’* and 
NH 4 ‘ ions were found to have a marked retarding action by 
cutting down the concentration of hydroxyl ion. For preparing 
a satisfactory oxygen bath, it is obviously necessary to avoid 
waters containing magnesium salts. 

The reduction of permanganate by arsenious acid was shown 
by Deisz^ to give a very stable sol, particularly if it is not sub¬ 
jected to dialysis. If evaporated to dryness over sulfuric acid, 
a residue is obtained which is again converted into a sol by shak¬ 
ing with water. If a bit of sol is allowed to drop into still water, 
beautiful vortex rings are formed. The first ring increases to a 
certain size and breaks into several small rings and these in turn 
into others. All these rings are connected with each other by 
thin lines of hydrous manganese dioxide, thus giving the whole 
system a striking clustered or festooned appea^rance. If the sol 
is dropped into a salt solution, it is precipitated in the form of 
miniature rings; by using a very dilute solution, the system of 
rings will form before coagulation takes place. This phenomenon, 
first described by Thomson and Newall,^ is not limited to col- 

1 KolkmFZ,, 29, 250 (1921). 

* Kolloid-Z.^ 6, 69 (1910); cf. Travers: BiUL soc. chim.^ 37, 456 (1925). 

3 Proc, Roy, Soc,, 39, 417 (1886). 
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loids like milk, ink, blood, soap, etc., but is shown by many 
solutions of both electrolytes and non-electrolytes. Suitable 
concentrations of permanganate give strikingly beautiful rings. 

A stable sol may be obtained by the oxidation of a manganous 
salt in the presence of a protective colloid,^ such as albumin, 
dextrin, gum arabic, sodium “saltsof albuminous products 
and starch. Low concentrations of positive hydrous ferric oxide 
sols precipitate the negative manganese dioxide sol; but in 
high concentrations they adsorb it and hold it in the suspended 
form. Thus, by dissolving a manganous salt in a neutralized 
ferric chloride solution and treating with potassium permanga¬ 
nate, a dark-brown hydrosol is obtained; similarly, a ferrous 
chloride solution can be oxidized with a potassium permanganate 
solution without any precipitation taking place. 

Witzemann- prepared colloidal manganese dioxide by incom¬ 
plete oxidation of a glucose solution in the presence of a little 
alkali. On adding slowly 100 cubic centimeters of 6 per cent 
potassium permanganate to a cold solution containing 5 grams 
of glucose in 20 cubic centimeters, together with a few cubic 
centimeters of 10 per cent sodium hydroxide, the mixture rapidly 
became viscous and in 5 to 10 minutes set to a stiff jelly. The 
jelly soon started to synerize, and after standing for a few days, 
it was transformed completely into a stable limpid sol. The rate 
of transformation from the jelly to the sol stage depends on the 
alkali concentration. With quite low concentrations, the jelly 
forms slowly and does not liquefy, while with relatively high 
concentrations, the jelly stage is not observed, the solution 
merely undergoing an initial increase in viscosity, followed by a 
rapid transformation to the limpid sol. This behavior of col¬ 
loidal manganese dioxide is very similar to that of colloidal 
hydrous ceric oxide* except that in the latter case the trans¬ 
formation from a hydrous sol to a jelly a;id again to a less 
hydrous sol takes place in the absence of glucose. It is obvious 
that the newly formed particles of manganese dioxide are in an 
extremely finely divided and highly hydrous form, and in rela- 

^ Trill at: Compt. rend,^ 138, 274 (1904); B'idl. soc. chim.y (3) 31, 811 
(1904); German Patent 227491. 

2/. Am, Chem. Soc,, 37, 1079 (1915); 39, 27 (1917). 

«See p. 255. 
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lively high concentration, they adsorb and entangle all of the 
liquid, forming a jelly. Now, as a rule, inorganic jellies synerize, 
particularly in the presence of salts/ the hydrous particles losing 
water and growing until they settle out. This is particularly 
noticeable with barium sulfate and certain arsenate jellies. But 
in the case of hydrous manganese dioxide, the primary particles 
coalesce to form larger primary particles even though agglomera¬ 
tion and precipitation are prevented by the protective action of 
glucose and the peptizing action of adsorbed hydroxyl ion. The 
ageing of the primary particles in the presence of electrolytes 
has, however, left thorn relatively free from adsorbed water, the 
latter merely serving as the medium in which the slightly hydrous 
partick^s arc suspended. Because of this irreversible change, 
neither an aged ceric oxide or manganese dioxide sol can be 
precipitated in the form of a jelly. Jellies of the hydrous oxides of 
iron and aluminum may be broken up by shaking, forming sols 
of relatively low viscosity which, on standing, set again to firm 
jellies. In these instances the primary particles retain their 
small highly hydrous character in contradistinction to the 
behavior of ceric oxide and manganese dioxide, and the structure 
broken up by shaking gradually re-forms, entangling ail of the 
unadsorbed water. 

Probably the simplest method of preparing manganese dioxide 
sols consists in adding concentrated ammonia, one drop every 3 
minutes, to an M /20 solution of potassium permanganate at 90 ® 
until aU the permanganate is reduced.^ The only impurity in 
the sol is potassium hydroxide, which has a marked stabilizing 
effect. 

Adsorption by Hydrous Manganese Dioxide.—Dhar and his 
collaborators^ have studied the precipitation by electrolytes of 
a manganese dioxide sol in the presence of a protective colloid, 
gelatin. They have also made adsorption studies on the oxide 
precipitated in the presence of various salts. As a result of 

1 PoMA and Patroni: Z. physik. Chem.y 87, 196 (1914). 

* Guy : J. Phys. Chem., 25, 415 (1921). 

®Chatteiui: Proc, Eighth Ind. Sd. Congress^ 17, 130 (1921); Ganguly 
and Dhar: J. Phys, Chem.y 26, 701, 836 (1922); Chatterji and Dhar: 
Kdhnd^Z.y 83, 18 (1923); Dhar, Sen, and Ghosh: J. Phys, Chern,, 28, 457 
(1924); cf. Sprung and De Boeck: Btdl, soc. 48, 170 (1887). 
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tliCvSO ol)sorvaiions, ilio conclusion is reached that an ion which 
has a hi^h precipitation valiu^ for a colloid is most strongly 
adsorbed by the colloid and vice versa, ^^"i'hus, the monovalent 
ions—silver, sodium, and lithium—are more adsorbed (by 
Mn() 2 ) than any of the bivalent, trivalent, or tetravalent ions. 
These facts show that ions of higher viilence which in general 
have greater coagulating power are adsorbed the least/^ Dhar’s 
observations were not made on a purified sol but on hydrous 
manganese dioxide formed by mixing j)otassium permanganate 
and manganous sulfate in the presence of various electrolytes. 
In the solution from which tln^ oxide separated, there were the 
two reacting electrolytes, the salt whose adsorption was meas¬ 
ured, together with the soluble products of the reaction, potas¬ 
sium acid sulfate and sulfuric acid. This makes an almost 
hopelessly complicated system; and it seems unsafe to 
draw any conclusions whatsoever from the observations until 
more is known of the effect of foreign electrolytes on the rate of 
precipitation and physical character of the precipitate, and until 
something is known of the influence of other salts in the system on 
the adsorption of the salt investigated. To cite but one example: 
Aluminum nitrate is adsorbed about eight times as strongly as 
aluminum sulfate, whereas the sulfates of cobalt, copper, and 
cadmium are each adsorbed somewhat more than their respective 
nitrates. Aluminum is not ‘‘far less adsorbedthan strontium, 
nickel, cobalt, zinc, barium, or cadmium if the values for the 
nitrates are compared. Pavlov^ showed that the taking up 
of silver from nitrate solution by hydrous manganese dioxide is 
not a simple case of adsorption but is complicated by a chemical 
reaction between the adsorbent and the adsorbed salt. With 
colloidal manganese dioxide, as with other sols, it is probable that 
the most readily adsorbed ion will be found to precipitate in 
lowest concentrations, provided influences other than the adsorb- 
ability of the precipitating ions can be suppressed or eliminated.^ 

The adsorption of iron, nickel, and copper by hydrous manga¬ 
nese dioxide, formed in acid solution by the action of (NH 4 ) 2 S 208 
on a manganese salt, follows the Freundlich adsorption iso- 

1 KoUoU-Z., 36, 375-377 (1924). 

2C/. Weiser: J. Phys, Chem.., 29, 956 (1925); cf. Schilow: Z, physiL 
Chem,., 100, 426 (1922). 
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therm, the amounts of the several ions taken up being appreci¬ 
ably greater at lower concentrations.^ 

Manganese compounds have been found to play an important 
role in many biochemical actions, and in certain instances, this 
ma}^ be due to colloidal oxides of manganese, “ Thus manganese 
compounds stimulate alcoholic fermentation'^ and the growth 
of fungi.The stimulating effect on the growth of plants in 
general-* is evidenced by the fact that the production of wheat 
[>er a(tre may be increased 10 per cent by sj)rinkling a manganese 
compound on certain soils. For this purpose, manganese dioxide 
is one of the most effective compounds. Salts of manganese 
likewise appear to stimulate metabolism and to increase the 
hernogenetic power.It is, therefore, proposed to administer 
manganese therapeutically along with iron to make the latter 
effective. Further, the addition of minub'. amounts of manga¬ 
nese increases the activity of the enzyme laccase,^ and colloidal 
manganese dioxide behaves like an oxidase toward guiac tincture, 
hydroquinone, etc.^ As the processes mentioned are thought to 
be regulated by enzymes and enz 3 nnes are colloidal, Witzemann 
suggests that the effect of manganese on enzymic activity is 
due to the effect of the h^^drous oxide on the ph^^sical character 
of the enzyme. Thus, if the colloidal oxide keeps the colloidal 
enzyme dispersed under conditions which would normally be 
unfavorable to this effect, then it might be expected to have a 
positive influence on the enzymic activity. 

HIeloso: Compt. reml, 176, 1884 (1923); 178, 1001 (1924); Bull 6or. 
chira,, 37, 641 (1925). 

® Witzemann: J. Am. Chem. Soc.y 37, 1089 (1915). 

^ Kayskk and Mauchand: Compt. rend.y 146, 343 (1907). 

* Bertrand and Javillier: Bull. sac. cMm., 11, 212 (1912); Bertrand: 
Ihid.y 11, 494 (1912); Waterman: J. Chem. Soc., 104, I, 229 (1913). 

^ Masoni: Staz. aper. agrar. ital.y 44, 85 (1911); Montemartini: Ibid., 
44, 664 (1911); llicoi and Barrera: Ibid., 48, 677 (1915); Bartmann: 
J. Oijr. prat., (2) 20, 666 (1911); Skinner and Sullivan: U. S. Dept. 
Agr. Bull. 42, (1913); Pfeiffer and Blanck: Landw. Vers.-Sta., 77, 33 
(1912); 83, 257 (1914). 

®PicciNiNi: Eighth Int. Cong. Applied Chem., 19, 263 (1912); Biochem. 
terap. sper., 2, 385 (1910-1911); Chem. Ab.^tracts.y 7, 369 (1913). 

Bertrand: Bull. soc. chim., (3) 17, 619, 753 (1897); Ann. chini. phy.^., 
(7) 12, 115 (1897); cf. also Bach: Ber., 43, 364 (1910). 

»Bjollema: Chem. Weekblad, 6, 287 (1909); Chem. Zentu, I, 496 (1911). 
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In addition to its use in the manufacture of chlorine and as a 
depolarizer in the Le Clanche battery, manganese dioxide in the 
anhydrous or slightly hydrous state finds wide application as a 
dryer for oils in paints. The drying is a process of oxidation 
and the manganese dioxide serves as an efficient oxygen carrier or 
catalyst. It is sometimes used also in conjunction wdth other 
oxides to produce warmer shades in colored glass and to destroy 
the injurious tint produced in colorless glass and white enamels 
by the presence of ferrous compounds. The latter greenish 
compounds arc oxidized to the nearly colorless ferric salts while 
the slight pink tint imparted by the manganese still further 
counteracts the bluish color. The latter effect seems to be the 
more important, as red lead and other oxidizing agents do not 
have this decolorizing power. In a A^ery finely divided state or 
in thin layers, manganese dioxide has a purplish-red color. 
The purple color of amethyst is due to a trace of Mn02 or Mn 304 
as impurity in quartz crystal. 

Othpjh IlAmiious Oxidks of Manganese 

Manganous Oxide.—By adding alkali hydroxide to a solution 
of manganous salt, white manganous oxide precipitates in a highly 
gelatinous form. The hydrous oxide adsorbs chloride slightly 
and sulfate strongly, so that the former is not carried down in 
the presence of the latter. ^ Manganous hydroxide can be obtained 
in regular hexagonal prisms similar to the mineral pyrochroite, by 
adding manganous chloride to a boiled concentrated solution of 
potassium hydroxide in an atmosphere of hydrogen.By heating 
to 160°, all the oxide is carried into solution from which it precipi¬ 
tates in transparent crystals having a reddish tint. When 
pure, the crystalline hydroxide is fairly stable in the air, but if 
it contains even a small amount of alkali, it oxidizes very readily. 
Like magnesium hydroxide, it dissolves in excess ammonium 
chloride.^ 

A sol of hydrous MnO is formed by treating a solution of a 
manganous salt with alkali in the presence of protective colloids 

1 Patten: J. Am, Chem, Soc\y 26, 192 (1903). 

2 Dej Schitlten: Compt. reruL, 106, 126/> (1887). 

3 Cf, Hehz: Z, an&rg, Chem., 21, 242 (1899); 22, 279 (1900). 
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such as gelatin,' PaaFs ^'sodium protalbinate,^^® albumin,^ 
and nuclein acid/ Because of its fine state of subdivision, it 
oxidizes readily to dioxide. In the presence of certain reducing 
agents such as hydroquinone and gallic acid, hydrous Mn 02 
will give up oxygen, again forming colloidal MnO,^ the process 
coming to a standstill only when there is no further reduction to 
MnO by the reducing agent, that is, when the oxidation of the 
added substance is complete. This action as an oxidase or 
oxygen carrier probably accounts for the rapid drying of manga¬ 
nese oxide paints, varnishes, and siccatives. The drying oil, 
such as linseed, doubtless plays the double role of protective 
colloid and of oxygen-consuming reducing agent. 

Manganic Oxide. —Hydrous manganic oxide is best prepared 
by hydrolysis of manganic salts, but it is also obtained in a 
more or less pure condition by the partial oxidation of manganous 
salts. By drying at 100®, the composition is said to be repre¬ 
sented by the formula Mn 203 * H 2 O, corresponding to the mineral 
manganite.^ When formed by the hydrolysis of potassium man¬ 
ganic cyanide, it is a black gelatinous mass which becomes less 
hydrous on heating with the mother liquor, changing in color 
from black to brown.® Meyer® suggests that the color change 
may be due either to the decomposition of a hydrate or to a 
change in the size and physical character of the particles; he 
leaves the matter for someone else to decide. 

Mangano-manganic Oxide. —The oxide Mn 304 or MnO^ *- 
2 MnO is the most stable of all the oxides of manganese when 
heated in the air. Accordingly, higher oxides decompose around 

^ Lobby de Bruyn: Z, physik, Chem,, 29, 562 (1898); Rec. iraiK chirn., 
19, 236 (1900). 

* Kalle and Company: German Patent 180729 (1901). , 

® Trillat: BiM, soc, chtm., (3) 31, 811 (1904); Compt. rend.y 138, 274 
(1904). 

* Sarason: German Patent 272386 (1913). 

® Bertrand: Compt, rend,, 124, 1032, 1355 (1897); Villiers: Ibid., 124, 
1349 (1897). 

« Cf, Lbvache: Compt, rend., 97, 1311 (1883); 124, 1520 (1897). 

Franks: J. prakt. Chem,., (2) 36, 31, 451 (1887); Meyer: anorg. Chew., 
81, 385 (1913). 

^ Berthier: Arm. chim. phytt., (2) 20, 344 (1822); Hermann: Pogg. Ami., 
74, 303 (1848); Goroeu: Compt. rend., 106, 948 (1888). 

» Z, anorg. Chem,, 81, 400 (1913), 
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940° and lower oxides oxidize in the air, forming Mn 304 . It is 
obtained in a hydrous condition more or less impure, by treating a 
mixture of manganous and manganic salts with alkali or by the 
oxidation of an ammonical solution of a manganous salt with 
oxygen. Christensen’ obtained it by adding hydrous Mn 02 
in small amounts at a time to a dilute soluti(m of manganous 
chloride containing an excess of ammonium chloride. Depending 
on the exact condition of formation, the precipitate is yellow 
brown, red brown, to chocolate brown in color. 

1 Z. anorg. Uhvm., 27, 321 ('lOOI). 
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THE HYDROUS OXIDES OF THE PLATINUM FAMILY 

The platinum family consists of two groups of three closely 
related elements following iron, nickel, and cobalt in the eighth 
group of the periodic table. The metals of the first group— 
ruthenium, rhodium, and palladium—have atomic weights near 
100 and densities near 12 ; and the metals of the second group— 
osmium, iridium, and platinum—have atomic weights near 200 
and densities near 21 . From their position in the periodic 
table, it is not surprising that these elements should forai a 
number of compounds with oxygen. Some of the oxides can 
be obtained only in the anhydrous state while others may be 
precipitated as flocculont or gelatinous masses containing varying 
proportions of adsorbed water. The oxides of the several ele¬ 
ments will be taken up in order, beginning with ruthenium. 

IIydkous Oxides of Rutiieniijm 

Ruthenium Monoxide. —Hydrous RuO is thrown down by 
alkali from the blue solution of RuCb. The precipitate is very 
highly dispersed and the adsorbed alkali cannot be washed out 
without peptization taking place. Moreover, like hydrous fer¬ 
rous oxide, the gel oxidizes very readily in the air. There seems 
little doubt of the chemical individuality of hydrous RuO, since 
the freshly precipitated oxide dissolves in hydrochloric acid, 
re-forming the characteristic blue solution of RuCl 2 .^ 

Ruthenium Sesquioxide. —Hydrous RU 2 O 3 is precipitated by 
adding alkali to a solution of the corresponding chloride.' 
Prepared in this way, the oxide contains adsorbed alkali that 

'Remy: Z, amrg, Chem.y 126, 185 (1923); c/., however, Gutbier and 
Ransohopf: Ibid,^ 46, 243 (1905). 

® Claus: Liebig’s Ann. Chem.j 69, 234 (1846); Joly: Compt. rend.j 114, 
291 (1892); Brizard: Ann. chim. phys.^ (7) 21, 311 (1900); Gutbier and 
Ransohopf: Z, anorg, Chem.y 46, 253 (1905), 
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cannot be removed by prolonged washing.* Krauss and Kukon- 
thaF obtained a chloride- and alkali-free product by evaporating 
the hydrochloric acid solution of RuCU to dryness, redissolving 
in water, and adding just enough potassium hydroxide to the 
dark-brown solution to cause complete precipitation of the oxide 
while the colorless liquid is still acid. The black flocculent pre¬ 
cipitate analyzed for trihydrate or hydroxide, after washing 
thoroughly and drying in an atmosphere of nitrogen at 120 °. 
From these observations alone, it is impossible to say whether 
the compound is a true hydrate or a hydrous oxide. Since the 
pure preparation is soluble in acids, it furnishes a good starting 
point for making the most common ruthenium salts. The 
reddish-yellow solution of RuCls deposits, slowly on standing but 
quickly when warmed, a black very finely divided precipitate 
said to be ruthenium oxychloride. This reaction is so delicate 
that 1 part of the metal imparts a distinct ink-like color to 100,000 
parts of water. 

Ruthenium Dioxide, —Claus^ prepared hydrous ruthenium 
dioxide which he formulated Ru(OH )4 by evaporating a 

solution of Ru ( 804)2 with caustic potash. The precipitate is 
dark red in color and adsorbs alkali strongly. According to 
Gutbier, the hydrous oxide cannot be obtained pure since it goes 
into colloidal solution extremely readily on washing. The pure 
anhydrous oxide results on roasting Ru( 804)2 in the air** or on 
burning the metal.^ It crystallizes in small very hard tetragonal 
pyramids possessing a green metallic luster and a bluish or green¬ 
ish iridescence. 

Ruthenium Pentoxide. —Hydrous RU 2 O 5 results, according to 
Remy,® when hydrous RuO is allowed to oxidize spontaneously; 
but its identity has not been established with absolute certainty. 
Debray and Joly^ prepared what they took to be RU 2 O 6 * 2 H 2 O by 
neutralizing an alkali ruthenate with nitric acid; but Gutbier 

1 Gutbier: Z . anorg. Chem., 96, 185 (1916); 109, 206 (1920). 

2 ^. anorg, Chem., 132, 315 (1923). 

3 Liebig* 8 Ann. Chem.y 69, 234 (1846). 

* Gutbier and Ransohoff: Z. anorg. Chem.y 46, 243 (1905). 

® Gutbier, Leuchs, Wiessmann, and Maisch: Z. anorg. Chem.^ 96, 
182 (1916). 

® Z. anorg. Chent.^ 126, 185 (1923). 

7 Compt. rend., 106, 328, 1494 (1888). 
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and Ransohoff^ showed the alleged compound to be a mixture of 
hydrous RU2O3 with some higher oxide. 

Salts containing hexavalent and heptavalent ruthenium are 
known, but the oxides RuOs and RU2O7 have not been prepared. 

Ruthenium Tetroxide. — RUO4 is not obtained in the hydrous 
state, but the anhydrous oxide is formed by passing chlorine into 
a solution of sodium ruthenate prepared by fusing ruthenium 
with sodium peroxide.^ The heat of the reaction is sufficient 
to bring about the distillation of the oxide. The golden-yellow 
crystalline compound is faii'ly stable when dry, but decomposes 
quickly when moist. It dissolves slowly in water, giving a 
solution that is fairly stable, provided some free chlorine or 
hypochlorite is present. The oxide blackens organic matter 
readily and is reduced immediately by alcoholic potash with 
the separation of finely divided ruthenium. Serious explosions 
may occur if the solid oxide is treated with alcohol even in dilute 
solution.® 


Hydrous Oxides of Rhodium 

Rhodium Sesquioxide. —Hydrous Rh203 is precipitated as a 
black gelatinous mass by adding excess potassium hydroxide and 
a little alcohol to a solution of NaaRhCle. If an excess of potash 
is not used, a sol is formed which deposits thin citron-yellow 
particles, said to be Rh(0H)3*H20.‘^ The gelatinous oxide is 
soluble in acids, forming the corresponding rhodium salts. 
Anhydrous RU2O3 only is formed by heating the finely divided 
metal in the air to 600 to 1000"*. According to Gutbier,® the 
alleged formation of RhO^ in this way was the result of incomplete 
combustion. 

Rhodium Dioxide. —Hydrous Rh02 separates as a green pow¬ 
der when chlorine is passed into a solution of Rh203 in alkali. 
If the flow of chlorine is continued, the green precipitate dis- 

1 Z. anorg. Chem,, 46, 243 (1905); 96, 177 (1916). 

^Mylius: Ber.y 31, 3187 (1898); Gutbier: Z. angew, Chem., 22, 487 
(1909). 

® Debray and Joly: Compt. reml.^ 113, 693 (1891). 

< Claus: J. praku Chem,, 76, 24 (1859); 80, 282 (1860); 86, 129 (1862). 

® Z. anorg, Chem,, 96, 225 (1916). 

« Wilm: Ber., 16, 2226 (1882). 
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solves, giving a deep-blue solution resembling the ainmoniacal 
copper solution. The blue color is attributed to the alkali salt 
of rhodous acid, H 2 Rh 04 ,^ which decomposes gradually, precip¬ 
itating hydrous llhOo. 

Hydrous Oxides of Palladium 

Palladium Monoxide. —The addition of sodium carbonate to 
a solution of palladous salt precipitates hydrous PdO as a dark- 
brown mass.^ When thrown down in the cold, the oxide is 
readily soluble in alkalies, but it loses this property when dried 
or when precipitated from boiling solution, owing to (a)al(*scence 
of the particles. The hydrous oxide is best obtairunl pure by 
hydrolysis of palladous nitrate. A PdO sol in paraffin oil has 
been introduced as a therapeutic agent under the name “Lep- 
tynol.^^* The oxide serves as a catalyst for the reduction of 
aldehydes to alcohols,-* 

Palladium Sesquioxide. —Hydrous PdoO.*? is best prepared by 
the electrolytic oxidation of a concentrated solution of palladous 
nitrate at 8^^ with a current density of 0.5 ampere per square centi¬ 
meter. If the electrolysis is prolonged, hydrous PdOo is formed. 
This is not a direct oxidation, but the sesquioxide decomposes 
into dioxide and monoxide, the latter dissolving in the free acid 
and undergoing further oxidation.^ The sesquioxide is formed 
also by the action of ozone on palladous nitrate. It is chocolate 
brown in color when first prepared, but on washing, it gets darker 
owing to agglomeration of the particles and loss of adsorbed 
water. 

Palladium Dioxide. —An impure hydrous Pd02 is precipitated 
on adding caustic soda to a solution of K 2 PdCl 6 . As mentioned 
above, it is obtained free from alkali and basic salt by the anodic 
oxidation of the nitrate, but is not quite free from hydrous PdO. 
The fresh oxide is soluble in acids, but like the monoxide, its 
reactivity decreases rapidly on standing. It cannot be dehy- 

1 Alvarez: Compt. rend.y 140, 1341 (1906). 

2 W5hler and Konig: Z, anorg. Chem., 46, 323 (1905), 

^ Thorpe: ^‘Dictionary of Chemistry,5, 51 (1924). 

4 Shriner and Adams: J, Am. Ckem. Soc.^ 46, 1683 (1924). 

® WOHLER and Martin: Z. anorg. Chem.j 67, 398 (1908). 
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(Init/od,’ as it (lo(*()nip()S('s at the ordinary tonij)erature und(‘r an 
oxygen pressure of 80 atmospheres. It is, therefore, a vigorous 
oxidizing agent. 


Hydrous Oxides of Osmium 

Osmium Monoxide and Sesquioxide. —Claus and Jacobi pre¬ 
pared hydrous OsO by the action of warm concentrated alkali on 
OsSOa in an atmosphere of nitrogen. It is a blue-black precipi¬ 
tate which takes up oxygen very rapidly from the air. The same 
authors obtained hydrous 082^)3 as a brown-red precipitate on 
adding alkali to a solution of K.^OsCb. 

Osmium Dioxide. —A very highly hydrous form of OSO2 is 
precipitated by the addition of alkali to KoOsCb, and by the 
action of alcohol or other reducing agent on an alkali osmate 
such as K20 s() 4.2 The hydrous mass may be converted into a 
fine pow^ler by prolonged heating on the water bath in contact 
with the mother liquor. If the gel is dried, it forms a horny body 
which loses water explosively and emits flashes of light when 
heated above 100 °. The more granular oxide aged on the water 
bath becomes incandescent quietly at the glow temperature. 
It is obvious that the primary particles of the gel are extremely 
small, the coalescence on ignition causing a marked decrease in 
surface energy with the accompanying glow. The gel is a typical 
hydrous oxide, the water content of which is determined by the 
conditions of drying. The compound formed by hj^drolysis of 
K2OSO4 in the presence of alcohol and hydrogen and by the 
action of sulfuric acid on K>()s04 is hydrous OSO2 and not 
H2OSO4, as claimed by Moraht and Wischin.** 

Since the gel formed by reduction of alkali osmates contains 
such small primary particles, it can be peptized by shaking with 
an excess of water^ or by treating with a small amount of alkali 

^ W5hler and K5 nig: Z. anorg. Chern.^ 46, 323 (1905); 48, 203 (1906); 
67, 398 (1908); Bellucci: chim, iial., 36, I, 343 (1905); Z. anorg. 

Chem.y 47, 287 (1906). 

2 Ruff and Bornemann: Z. anorg* Cheni,, 66, 429 (1910); Rupp and 
Rathsburg: Ber., 60, 484 (1917). 

^ Z* anorg. Chem.y 3, 153 (1893). 

^ Olaus and Jacobi: J. praJkt. Chem.y 90, 65 (1863). 
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or ammonia,^ Froundlich and RaerwincF dissolved 1 gram of 
Os()4 in 50 cubic centimeters of water, added 10 cubic centimeters 
of ethyl alcohol and allowed the mixture to stand 24 hours. 
The precipitate of the dark dioxide was washed with alcohol and 
then {>eptized by shaking for several days with 800 cubic centi¬ 
meters of water. The deep-blue-black sol is fairly stable, but its 
stability is greater in the presence of a little alcohol or protective 
colloid.^ The particles are negatively charged and are not 
spherical, as they appear alternately bright and dark when viewed 
with a cardioid ultramicroscope. 

Osmium Tetroxide. —Os()4, erroneously called osmic acid, 
does not form a hydrous oxide. It is obtained in transparent 
glistening needles by burning the metal or by the action of 
oxidizing agents on the lower oxides. It dissolves readily in 
water, forming a colorless liquid possessing a caustic or burning 
taste. The solution is used for staining biological preparations 
and also for taking finger prints,the oxide being reduced to metal. 
The fumes of the oxide are very poisonous, attacking the lungs 
and eyes. It also acts violently on the skin causing painful 
wounds.^ It may be employed as a catalyst for many oxidation 
reactions.® 


Hydrous Oxides of Iridium 

Iridium Sesquioxide.—Hydrous Ir203 is obtained in much the 
same way as the corresponding rhodium compound which it 
resembles clasely. When a solution of IrClg • fiNaCl • 24H2O is 
heated with alkali in a stream of carbon dioxide, an impure 
hydrous Ir203 separates that is greenish white to black in color, 
depending on the alkali concentration. The light-colored prod¬ 
ucts come down from dilute alkali, while excess alkali gives 

1 Ruff and Rathsburg: Ber.y 60, 484 (1917). 

Kolloid-Z., 33, 275 (1923). 

^Castro: Z. anorg. Chem.^ 41, 126 (1904); Paal and Amberoer: B^er,, 
40, 1392 (1907); 49, 557 (1916); Amberger: Kolloid-Z,, 17, 47 (1915). 

* Deville and Debray: Ann. chim. phys. (3) 66, 400 (1859); Compt. rend.y 
78, 1509 (1874). 

® Mitchell: Analysty 46, 125 (1920). 

•* Hofmann: Ber.j 46, 3329 (1913); Hofmann, Ehrhart, and Schneider: 
Ibid.y 46, 1667 (1913). 
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tho black oxide containing^ relatively little water. This recalls 
the behavior of cupric oxide which dehydrates and darkens very 
quickly in the presence of excess alkali. Wohler and Witzrnann’ 
i:)eptized the green oxide in dilute hydrochloric and sulfuric 
acids; concentrated acids dissolve it, giving reddish-yellow salts. 

Iridium Dioxide. —Hydrous Ir()2 is best prepared by adding 
alkali to a hot solution of Na2lrCl6, the sesquioxide first formed 
being oxidized to dioxide in a current of oxygen.^ The fresh 
preparation is fairly soluble in acids and alkalies but it loses this 
property on drying.^ The oxide can be gotten almost pure by 
drying the hydrous mass at 400 ° in carbon dioxide and then boil¬ 
ing with alkali and subsequently with sulfuric acid.^ 

The color of the oxide varies from light blue to black, depend¬ 
ing on the size of the particles and the structure and water content 
of the mass. Like the sesquioxide the precipitate is darker and 
less hydrous when it comes down from strong alkali solution. 

The solution obtained by the action of alkali on Na'ilrCh 
in the cold has a violet color and contains hydrous Ir02 in sus¬ 
pension; after a time a violet modification of the oxide separates, 
which becomes blue on drying. Boiling the violet sol changes it 
to blue, probably owing to coalescence of the positively charged 
particles,^ Dilute hydrochloric acid peptizes the desiccator- 
dried preparation, giving a blue sol.^ 

Iridium trioxide, IrOs, formed by fusing finely divided iridium 
with sodium peroxide or by the anodic oxidation of hydrous 
Ir02, is too instable to be isolated.^ 

Hydrous Oxides of Platinum 

Platinum Monoxide. —The black precipitate of hydrous 
PtO thrown down from PtCL with caustic alkali cannot be 
washed free from chloride or alkali.® It is prepared in the pure 
state by adding the calculated amount of dilute caustic soda to 

» Z. atiorg. Chern., 67, 323 (1908). 

® Claus: J, prakt. Chem.f 39, 104 (1846). 

® JoLY and Leide: Compt. rend,y 120, 1341 (1895). 

* WdHLER and Witzmann: Z, anorg. Chem.j 67, 323 (1908). 

^ C/. also Paal, Biehler, and Steyer: Ber,^ 60, 722 (1917). 

®Liebio: Pogg* A?in., 17, 108 (1829). 



312 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES 


a solution of KoPtCLiJ As the fresh oxide takes up oxygen 
readily from the air, the precipitation, washing, and drying must 
be carried out in an atmosphere of carbon dioxide. When newly 
formed, it is readily soluble in dilute halogen acids but is insoluble 
in bases and in oxy acids other than sulf urous. Dried in a vacuum 
desiccator, the water content corresponds approximately to the 
formula PtO • 2 H 2 O. It holds on to its water very strongly, 
one sample retaining 6.6 per cent water after heating several days 
at 400°. PtO is a stronger oxidizing agent than the dioxide and a 
stronger reducing agent than the metal. 

Platinum Sesquioxide. —Wohler and Martin^ obtained hydrous 
Pt 203 for the first time in a pure condition by adding solid PtCls 
to a solution of sodium carbonate or by dissolving the chloride in 
concentrated potassium hydroxide and precipitating with acetic 
acid. The latter method yields a product containing some 
Pt02. The precipitate obtained at room temperature is light 
brown in color and highly hydrous; by boiling with alkali, it 
becomes IcvSS hydrous and darker; the dried preparation is almost 
black. The freshly formed oxide is not oxidized by boiling with 
water through which a stream of oxygen is passed; but it cannot 
be dehydrated completely without decomposition taking place. 
In chemical behavior it occupies an intermediate position between 
hydrous PtO and Pt02. 

Platinum Dioxide. —Wohler^ prepared pure hydrous Pt02 by 
boiling a solution of platinic chloride with caustic potash, which 
converts PtCle" to Pt (011)6". When cold, this solution is 
neutralized with acetic acid, and the hydrous oxide is obtained 
as an almost white precipitate which becomes yellow on drying. 
Even when dried in the air, the water content is less than cor¬ 
responds to the tetrahydrate Pt02-41120 or H 2 Pt(OH) 6 .^ It 
loses water continuously by lowering the vapor pressure of the 
surroundings or by raising the temperature; and there is no 
evidence of the existence of any definite hydrate. The last 2.5 

1 Thomsen: J. prakt, Chem., (2) 15, 299 (1877); WOhler: Z, anorg. Chem.f 
40, 456 (1904); W5hler and Frey: Z, Elektrochem., 15, 133 (1905). 

^ Ber,^ 42, 3958 (1909); c/., however, Dudley: Am. Chem. J.^ 28, 59 
(1902); Blondel: Ann. chim. phys., (8) 6, 111 (1905). 

» Z. anorg. Chem., 40, 434 (1904); TopsOe: Ber., 8, 462 (1870). 

* Bellucci: Atti occod. Lincei, (5) 12, 635 (1903). 
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per cent of water cannot be removed without decomposing the 
oxide. The freshly precipitated product is soluble in acids and 
alkalies; but the thoroughly dried substance is insoluble in all 
dilute and concentrated acids with the exception of hydrochloric 
and aqua regia. It is sometimes called platinic acid, since its 
reactions with alkalies yields platinates such as K2Pt(On)6 
isomorphous with the stannates.^ 

Platinum Trioxide.—By the electrolysis of a solution of hydrous 
PtOo in 2 potassium hydroxide, a brilliant golden-yellow body 
of the composition K20-3Pt03 separates at the anode. When 
this is treated with dilute acetic acid in the cold, it yields the 
trioxide PtOa, a reddish-brown substance which loses oxygen 
readily and evolves chlorine slowly from dilute hydrochloric acid.^ 

1 Bellucci and Pakiiavano: Atli ( icaul . lAncei , (5) 14, 4.¥J (1905). 

^ WoHLEK and Martin: Bcr., 42, (I!K)9). 
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TANNING 

Tanning is the process whereby the skin or hide of animals is 
converted into leather. Before subjecting hides to the tanning 
process, they must be treated to remove the hair, epidermis, and 
fat and to get the remainder of the substance in suitable condition 
to take up the tanning agent. The dermis or leather-producing 
portion of the skin consists essentially of bundles of fine connec¬ 
tive-tissue fibers about l/x in diameter, bound together irregularly. 
The fibrils consist essentially of a protein material, collagen, 
which is converted into gelatin by boiling with water. 

To prepare the hide for tanning, it is first immersed^ in lime 
water to which is usually added sodium sulfide to “sharpen^’ 
or hasten the action of the lime. The liming process not only 
removes the hair and destroys the epidermis, but it swells the 
collagen fibers and removes the cementing material between them, 
thereby splitting the bundles into their constituent fibrils. 
Following the liming process, the alkali is neutralized with dilute 
acids, and the hide is subsequently bated’' by subjecting it to 
the action of tryptic ferments in conjunction with ammonium 
chloride to remove the last trace of lime. The enzymes digest 
off part of the remaining connecting and epidermal substance, 
and completely emulsify the fat. This digestive action is stopped 
by drenching," that is, by treating the hide with fermenting 
bran infusions which bring the skins to a slightly acid state in 
which tryptic ferments are not active. The starchy matters of 
the bran are first converted into glucose, which undergoes bac¬ 
terial fermentation by several types of lactic-, butyric-, and 
acetic-acid-forming bacteria. As these bacteria develop only 
in solutions of feeble acidity and are destroyed by the accumula¬ 
tion of their own acid products, the acidity of the drench is auto¬ 
matically self-regulating and tends to produce a very slight acid 
swelling of the skins. For chrome tanning, a similar result is. 
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brouj^ht about by pickling’^ the limed or bated skins in a bath 
consisting of a solution of sodium chloride and sulfuric acid in 
amount depending on the degree of basicity of the chrome liquor 
employed. After all undesirable impurities are removed and 
the collagen fibrils are brought to a flaccid slightly swollen condi¬ 
tion, the hide is ready for the tannage proper. In general, if 
the skin is soaked in infusions of barks, fruits, or galls which 
contain members of the class of compounds known as tannins, 
the process is called vegetable tanning; and if the tanning liquor 
is a mineral salt, it is known as mineral tanning. A consideration 
of the mechanism of these two processes will be taken up in order, 
even though any discussion of vegetable tanning might appear 
to be without the scope of this book. 

Vkgktablk Tanning 

It has been known for centuries that skin substance undergoes 
a marked change in properties when brought in contact with 
vegetable infusions, the active principle in which is now known 
to be tannin. Seguin regarded the tanning process as a reac¬ 
tion between hide, a base, and the tanning agent, an acid, giving 
leather, a salt. Berzelius and Dumas likewise considered leather 
to be a compound of hide and tanning agent without going into 
the mechanism of the process. Knapp, ^ whom Procter calls 
the father of leather chemistry, was the first to reason that 
leather could not be a definite chemical compound since the 
amount of material taken up by the hide is not in any definite 
stoichiometrical proportion but depends on the concentration of 
the tan liquor. Moreover, since so many chemically different 
substances—tannin, alum, chromic sulfate, formaldehyde, stearic 
acid, etc.—can be used for tanning, Knapp concludes that the 
process must be essentially a physical one: “The two active 
substances are rendered insoluble in water by means of surface 
attraction (adsorption).’^ The essential difference between hide 
and leather recognized by Knapp is that, in the latter, the 
fibers are no longer in the condition of a colloidal jelly, but may 
be dried without adhesion, the substance remaining porous and 
flexible. 

^ Dinglers polyteck. J., 149 , 305 (1859). 
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Stiasny^ was first to call attention to the similarity in the 
adsorbing capacity of carbon and hide powder. Thus, both 
adsorb a wide variety of different substances; aromatic acids are 
adsorbed more strongly by both than are aliphatic acids; and with 
both adsorbents, acetic acid and the chloracetic acids possess 
approximately the same adsorbability in spite of their difference 
in strength. From such observations, Stiasny concludes that 
the taking up of tannin by hide powder is an adsorption process. 
Herzog and Adler- reached a similar conclusion from observa¬ 
tions of adsorption by hide powder of such substances as resorcin 
and pyrogallol, which are closely related to tannin but differ 
from the latter in forming molecular solutions in water. 

It remained for von Schroder^ to demonstrate the adsorption 
of tannin from colloidal solution b}^ carbon and hydrous alumina, 
as well as by gelatin and hide powder. Since the bacteria present 
in hide powder cause decomposition of tannin, giving gallic acid, 
more consistent results can be obtained by sterilizing the adsorb¬ 
ent, Within the first hour after the adsorption, there exists an 
adsorption equilibrium between the tannin and the adsorbent, 
but the amount of tannin that can be removed by washing 
decreases with the time of standing. The effect of acids on the 
adsorption of tannin is less marked than that of alkalies. Thus 
0.05 N (NH 4 ) 2 C 03 added to a tannin solution cut down the 
adsorption, expressed in millimols per gram of adsorbent, from 
700 to 120. 

Since the collagen of hide is converted into gelatin by boiling, 
von Schroder compared the adsorption of tannin by hide powder 
to that of gelatin. The negatively charged particles of tannin sol 
are adsorbed by and precipitate a slightly acid and, therefore, 
positively charged gelatin sol. In slightly alkaline solution the 
gelatin particles are negatively charged, and adsorption by tannin 
with the accompanying mutual precipitation does not take place. 
As has been mentioned, hide powder in very dilute alkali likewise 
adsorbs tannin but slightly. Under comparable conditions, the 
adsorption capacity of gelatin and hide powder for tannin is 
very similar. As might be expected, a longer time is required for 

^KoUoUr^Z., 2, 257 (1908); Collegium, 118 (1908). 

® KoUoid-Z,, 2, 2d Supplement, III (1908). 

* Kolloidchem. Beihefte, 1, 1 (1909). 
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attaining the maximum adsorption with hide powder in mass 
than with gelatin in the sol form where adsorption and mutual 
precipitation is quite rapid. Just as with hide powder, there is 
at first an adsorption equilibrium between gelatin and tannin, 
but this gradually gives way to an irreversible change in the mass. 

Von Schrbder’s observations led him to say: 

Tanning with tannin is characterized by aclsorptioji of the tanning 
agent. However, the adsorption compound is not leatlicr at first; 
but this results in the course of time by a change in the adsorption com¬ 
pound whereby the tannin is more firmly held . . . 

Considering what has been said cr>ncerning the precipitation of 
gelatin by tannin and the parallelism in the behavior of gelatin and 
hide powder, one reaches the conclusion that the adsorption of tannin 
by hide powder is a concealed colloidal precipitation. Before the hide 
powder can absorb tannin, it must obviously be brought by swelling 
to such a condition that it can be precipitated. 

Von Schroder thus comes out definitely in support of the view 
that the first step in the tanning process is the mutual colloidal 
precipitation of negatively charged tannin and positively charged 
hide substance. It is not obvious just wherein the Proctcr- 
Wilson theory of vegetable tanning differs from von Schroder^s. 
It seems that Procter,^ Wilson/-^ and others^ were not aware of 
the definiteness of von Schorder^s viewpoint, for Procter writes 
in 1924: 

Knapp^s theory of the purely physical nature of the combination in 
tanning has remained the iK)pular one in Germany, where it has been 
strongly supported by Wolfgang Ostwald and others, and considered 
as a case of ‘‘adsorption,’^ whatever that may be, but a view has 
gained ground in America and England that the change is of a colloidal 
character, and dej>endent on the opposite electric charges of the hide 
fiber and the tannin particles, which combine and electrically neutralize 
each other. Recent investigations by R. J. Browne, at the Procter 
Research Laboratory at Leeds, go far to prove that all vegetable tan¬ 
nins are colloidal in character, since they can be entirely removed from 
solution by ultrafiltration, and it is known from cataphoresis experi¬ 
ments that they are negatively charged, while hide fiber on the acid 

^ Boguo’s “Colloidal Behavior,” 2, 728 (1924). 

2 “The Chemistry of Leather Manufacture,” Easton, 271 (1923). 

« Thomas and Frihuen: J. Jnd. Eng, Chern.y 16, 839(1923), 
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jside of its isoelectric point has a positive {charge in consequence of the 
Donnan equilibrium. If two colloid suspensions of opposite charges 
come in contact, they combine, much as two oppositely charged ions 
would do, and, if mixed in the right j:)roportions for complete neutral¬ 
ization, the precipitation is complete. The Procter-Wilson theory of 
tannage holds that leather is such a combination, and with regard to 
what may be called the first stage of vegetable tannage, there is strong 
evidence in its favor. Tannage only takes place when the hide liber 
is slightly swollen with acid and so possesses a positive Donnan charge, 
and this charge will naturally vary with the difference between the 
hydrogen ion concentrations of the |)clt and the liquor which is in 
ecpiilibrium with it, which is greatest w'hen the acidity is very small. 
In alkaline liquors, tannage does not take place. 

So far as I can make out, von Schroder’s interpretation of the 
mechanism of the first step in the tanning process is the same as 
Procter and A\ ilson’s. What the latter have done in addition is 
to attempt to give the origin of the charge on the collagen of 
the hide. Thus it is assumed that in equilibrium with a tan 
liquor having a pH value lying in the range 2 to 5, collagen 
(represented by C) forms a compound, CHA, which is completely 
ionized into the positive ion CH* and the negative ion A'. Since 
the hypothetical collagen cations are a part of an elastic structure 
which cannot diffuse, the conditions necessary for a Donnan 
equilibrium obtain.^ When equilibrium is attained between the 
collagen and the acid: 

In the tan liquor let x - [H*] = [A'] 

and in the collagen jelly let y = [H ] 

and z = [CH] 

from which [A'] = y z 

The equation of products may now be written: 

x'^ = y(:y + z) 

in which the product of equals is equated to the product of 
unequals. It follows, therefore, that the sum of the unequals is 
greater than the sum of the equals, or that 2y + z, the sum of the 
diffusible ions in the hide jelly, is greater than 2x, the sum of 

Chap. I,p. 18, 
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the ions in the tan liquor. This gives rise to an electrical differ¬ 
ence of potential between the jelly phase and the external solu¬ 
tion, which may be formulated thus: 




RT, -z + V^x^+z^ 

iJ- log'-.. 


By similar reasoning the electrical difference of potential 
between the surface film of the tannin particles and bulk of the 
solution is given by 


El 


loK,. 

F Ui 


RT 1 2a; 

lOgf- , - 

F -2j + \/4a;2+ 2i^ 


where Zi is the concentration of the cations balancing the negative 
charge on the tannin particles and yi the concentration of the 
anions [A'] in the surface film. Since E and Ei are of opposite 
sign, the Procter-Wilson theory assumes that the first step in 
the mechanism of tanning results from the tendency for E and Ei 
to neutralize each other. 

The equation for the difference of potential between a positive 
collagen jelly and the surrounding solution is deduced from the 
specific assumption that hydrochloric acid, say, combines with 
collagen, forming highly ionized collagen chloride in which the 
collagen is the constituent of a complex cation whose free diffusion 
is restricted. It should be emphasied that this does not furnish 
any proof whatsoever of the existence of a definite highly ionized 
compound, collagen chloride, yielding a collagen cation. One 
arrives at exactly the same equation by making the more probable 
assumption that collagen, like the oxides of iron, chromium, and 
aluminum, adsorbs hydrogen ion more strongly than chloride ion 
and so possesses a positive charge in dilute hydrochloric acid 
solution. The hydrogen ion adsorbed by the jelly is not free to 
diffuse, thus imposing the constraint conditions necessary for a 
Donnan equilibrium. As Donnan^ puts it: “An adsorption of 
hydrogen ions by colloidal aggregates or micelles (constituting 
the units of the molecular network) would lead to the same 
constraint conditions and the same general equations as the 
ionization of the amphoteric protein molecules assumed by 
Procter.'' 

1 CfmnicaJi Rev,, 1 , 89 (1924). 
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The initial step in the tanning process would thus appear to 
be neutralization by adsorption of negative tannin by positive 
collagen, which owes its charge to preferential adsorption of 
hydrogen ion. The isoelectric point of collagen is claimed to 
be at pH = 5;^ and the amount of tannin adsorbed by a given 
amount of hide powder increases with decreasing pH values, as 
would be expected. It caused considerable worry, however, to 
find an increase in the adsorption of tannin with increasing pH 
on the alkaline side of the alleged isoelectric point. This reaches 
a maximum around pH = 8, above which it falls off rapidly to 
zero.^ A partial explanation of this was forthcoming when 
Wilson and Gallun^^ found a second isoelectric point for collagen 
at pH = 7.7. Two tautomeric forms of collagen are, there^fore, 
assumed to exist: one, Ca, stable in acid solution with an iso¬ 
electric point at pH = 5; and a second, Q,, stable in alkaline 
solution with an isoelectric point at pH = 7.7. On increasing 
the pH value from 5 to 7.7, if the change from Ca to Cb proceeds 
at a greater rate than positive Ca changes to negative Ca, then 
the net result will be an increase in the amount of positive C?, 
and an increase in the amount of tannin adsorbed. But there is 
still some tannin adsorbed above pPI = 7.7, more in commercial 
tanning extracts than in tannic acid.** Thomas and Kelly^ 
assume the existence of some complex organic reaction to account 
for this. 

While one cannot deny that the initial step in tanning by tannin 
may involve factors other than neutralization by adsorption of 
negatively charged tannin by positively charged hide, there 
seems no necessity, at least for the present, to postulate any 
other action to account for the fact that there appears to be some 
adsorption of tannin above pH = 7.7 and below pH = 2. 
For, if there are two modifications of collagen, Ca and C/,, with 
different isoelectric points in contact with each other, then each 
is certain to influence the other, and the values pH== 5 and 

^Portee: J, Soc, Leather Trades' Chem.^ 5, 259 (1921); 6, 83 (1922); 
Thomas and Kelly: J. Am, Chem. Soc.^ 44, 195 (1922). 

2 Thomas and Kelly: J. Ind, Eng, Chem., 16, 1148 (1923). 

•*» J, Ind, Eng. Chem., 16, 71 (1923). 

Thomas and Kelly: J. Ind. Eng. Chem., 16, 800 (1924). 

® J. Ind. Eng. Chem., 16, 31 (1924). 
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pll = 7.7 arc not tnio isoelectric points at all; but each is an 
average or compromise value at which the mutual effect of two 
collagens of the same or opposite charge give a minimum. If 
the supposed could be isolated from the influence of the 
supposed Ca, the isoelectric point of the former might very well 
V)e at a higher value than pH = 7.7. 

Attention has been called to von Schroder’s observation that 
the adsorption of tannin by hide powder is completely reversible 
for a short time; but on standing, the process becomes irreversible. 
Not only can no tannin be extracted from the hide by water, but 
it resists the action of dilute alkalies; that is, leather is formed. 
Justin-Mueller^ believes that the second stage in the tanning proc¬ 
ess following adsorption is some chemical reaction between tannin 
and hide. A similar view seems to be favored by Freundlich,^ 
although he does not commit himself definitely. On the other 
hand, a number of people^ come out squarely in support of the 
view that the process is physical throughout. Thus Moeller^ 
states ^^that the changes which tannin colloid undergoes after 
being taken up by hide substances were found to depend solely 
on irreversible colloidal changes of state. Simple chemical 
processes do not occur,” Moeller^ considers leather to be animal 
hide, the elementary particles of which arc microcrystalline 
micelles protected from hydrolytic influences by a sheath of 
tan particles. 

Some attempt has been made by Meunier,® Fahrion,^ and 
others to work out a purely chemical interpretation of vegetable 
tanning. Thus Meunier obtained a leather of remarkable per¬ 
manence by bringing skin in contact with hydroquinone. A por¬ 
tion of the quinone was reduced to quinol and Meunier concludes 

1 Kolloid^Z.y 6, 40 (1910). 

® “Elements of Colloid Chemistry,” translated hy Burger, London, 186 
(1925). 

* Von SchrOder: Kolloidchem. Beihefte^ 1, 53 (1909); Stiasny: Collegiuniy 
118 (1908); KolMd-Z,, 2, 257 (1908); 31, 299 (1922); Goldmann: Collegiumy 
93 (1908). 

* Moeller: Collegium^ 39 (1917). 

® Z. Leder^erberei Chem,, 1, 360 (1922). 

^ Chimie <fe indmtriey 1, 71, 272 (1918); J. Am, Leather Chern. Assoc.y 
13, 530 (1918); Meunier and Seybwetz: Mon. «ct., 23, 91 (1908). 

7 Z, angew. Chem,, 22 , 2083, 2135, 2187 (1909). 
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tlmt this reduction is accompanied by oxidation of the colhi^en, 
whereupon the oxidized collagen combines with thre remaining 
quinone, giving leather. Meunier postulates the formation of 
quinones in vegetable tanning materials, which react with col¬ 
lagen to form leather. Powarnin^ objects to the assumption that 
the quinones result from oxidation and suggests that they arc 
formed by a tautomeric change which, for tannin, is assumed to be: 


CH CII 



\ 



\ 


HC 

C 

- OH 

HC 

CIJ 

- 0 

1 

II 


y 1 

1 

1 

HC 

c 

- OH 

H(^ 

CH 

- 0 

\ 



\ 

/ 



CH CH 


Enol form K('to form 

The enol form is supposed to be stable in alkaline solution and 
the keto form in acid solution. Only the latter form is assumed 
to have tanning properties. As yet, these views of the tanning 
process lack definite experimental foundationbut they indicate 
the probable existence of a chemical as well as a physical action 
in vegetable tanning. 

Formaldehyde has tanning properties'* in solutions having a 
pH value greater than 4.8, the best practical results being 
obtained between pH = 5,5 to 10.0.'* Meunier believes that a 
definite chemical compound is formed between the aldehyde and 
oxidized collagen; but this appears doubtful, as the formaldehyde 
can be recovered quantitatively from formaldehyde leather 
simply by digesting with dilute hydrochloric acid. 

Mineral Tanning 

Any mineral salt may be employed for tanning leather, pro¬ 
vided it undergoes hydrol 3 diic dissociation forming a colloidal 

^ Collegium, 634 (1914). 

*C/., however, Thomas and Kelly: J. Ind, Eng, Chem., 16» 800 
(1924); Thomas and Foster: J. Am. Chem. Sac., 48, 489 (1926). 

« British Patent 2872 (1898). 

^ Hey: J. Soc. Leather Trades' Chem., 6 , 131 (1922); Thomas and Kelly: 
J. Ind. Eng* Chem., 16, 925 (1924). 
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hydrous oxide or basic salt. Actually only the salts of iron, 
aluminum, and chromium have been employed, and of these the 
salts of chromium are by far the most important and so will be 
considered first. 

Chrome Tanning, —As early as 1858, Knapp^ described a proc¬ 
ess for tanning hide with solutions of salts of aluminum, iron, 
and chromium; but the first successful method of mineral tanning 
was invented by Augustus Schultz in 1884. In Schultz^s two- 
bath process, the skins are treated with an acidified solution of 
potassium dichromate until the liquor penetrates them thoroughly 
after which they are put into a bath of acidified sodium thiosul¬ 
fate which reduces the chromate in the hide to chromic salt, the 
tanning agent. In 1893 Dennis revived and patented Knapp's 
original single-bath tan liquor which consists of a partially neu¬ 
tralized solution of chromic chloride. Dennis prepared the bath 
by dissolving chromic oxide in hydrochloric acid and subsequently 
rendering this more basic by adding caustic soda. Later Procter^ 
showed that good tanning liquors could be prepared by reducing 
bichromate solution with glucose in the presence of enough 
hydrochloric acid to leave the solution basic. Basic chromic 
sulfat(5 was found to be superior to the chloride for one-bath 
tanning and is now almost universally employed.® A useful 
method of preparing a satisfactory bath consists in the reduction 
of a strong solution of sodium bichromate directly with sulfur 
dioxide.A concentrated liquor can be obtained in this way and 
diluted as required. In view of the relatively weak character of 
sulfurous acid, the liquor is sufficiently basic for many purposes. 
The equation for the reduction is usually written 

Na 2 Cr 207 + SSOz + H 2 O = Na 2 S 04 + 2 Cr 0 HS 04 

This merely represents the relative basicity of the final liquor, 
but there is no assurance of the formation of a definite basic 
salt like that formulated. 

^ Nature and Essential Character of the Tanning Process and of Leather, ” 
J. G. Cotta Buchandlung (1858); English translation, J. Am. Leather 
Chem. Assoc., 16, 658 (1921). 

► Leather Trades^ Rev., Jan. 12 (1897). 

2 Wilson: “The Chemistry of Leather Manufacture,” Easton, 278 (1923). 

^ Baldeeston; Shoe dt Leather Rep., Oct. 18 (1917); Pboci'er: J. Roy. 
Sac. Arts., 66, 747 (1918). 
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That basic liquor is more satisfactory for tanning is well illus¬ 
trated by some observations of Thomas, Baldwin, and Kelly* 
on the rate of taking up of chromic oxide by hide powder from a 
commercial tan liquor and from a solution of chromic sulfate. 
The chrome liquor had a basicity corresponding to the formula 
Cr(OH)i. 2 ( 804 ) 0,9 and contained 17 grams Cr 20 ,i per liter. 
The chromic sulfate contained 164 grams Cr 203 per liter. The 
results are shown in Fig. 20 . The time in hours covered by 


Time, hours 



Time, d 01 y 5 


I’kj. 20.'—Adsorption of chromic oxide hy hide sulistiinco. 

the experiment with the commercial chrome liquoris plotted on the 

top horizontal axis and the time in days covered by the experi¬ 
ments with chromic sulfate solution on the bottom horizontal axis. 
The amount adsorbed is determined by direct analysis of the 
leather. It will be seen that the rate of tanning is very much 
less in the chromic sulfate solution which has a hydrogen ion con¬ 
centration about twenty times greater than the commercial 
liquor. Moreover, the amount of chromic oxide taken up from 

' J. Am. Leather Chem. Assoc,, 16,147 (1920); Thomas and Kmi.t. v Ibid., 
16, 487 (1920). 
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the commercial liquor has not reached a limiting value in 4 days; 
but is appreciably greater than the limiting value in the case of 
pure chromic sulfate. Since the amount of chromic oxide taken 
up and the velocity of the process is greater in the more basic 
solutions, it is obvious why such solutions are used in practice. 
The basicity must be subject to careful control, however, since 
if too basic, the bath is rendered turbid in the presence of hide, 
owing to precipitation of hydrous chromic oxide. This is of 
importance in connection with the theory of chrome tanning, 
which will next be considered. 

The most plausible theory of chrome tanning is that the hide 
fibrils adsorb from the tan liquor hydrous chromic oxide or basic 
salt which subsequently ages, giving a protective coating. This 
film not only keeps the fibrils separated and thereby prevents 
their coalescence on drying but protects them from the action 
of water and dilute alkali. As Rochelle salt dissolves even an 
aged hydrous chromic oxide, it is not surprising to learn that a 
chrome-tanned leather is detanned by soaking in a solution of 
this salt.^ The detanned leather can be tanned once more by 
washing and soaking in fresh chrome liquor. 

Davison^ determined the amount of chromic oxide taken up 
in 4 hours by a constant amount of hide powder, from various 
concentrations up to 1.5 grams CrsO^ per liter, of a single-bath 
chrome-tanning solution. On plotting the chromic oxide taken 
up against the concentration of the residual solution a continuous 
curve is obtained which corresponds with the ordinary adsorption 
formula. This supports the view that the initial step in chrome 
tanning consists in adsorption of hydrous chromic oxide or basic 
salt.^ 

Attempts have been made to interpret the chrome-tanning 
process as a mutual precipitation of oppositely charged particles 
just as in the case of vegetable tanning. The difficulty encoun¬ 
tered is that hydrous chromic oxide in acid solution takes a posi¬ 
tive charge just like the hide. Thompson and Atkin^ suggest that 

1 Peocter and Wilson: J, Soc. Chem, Ind,j 35, 156 (1916). 

* * J. Phys. Chem,, 21, 190 (1917). 

® Bennett: .7, Soc, Leather Trades^ Chem,, 1, 130, 169 (1917); cf,, how¬ 
ever, Wilson, Thomas, et al,: J, Am, Leather Chem, Assoc., 12, 450 (1917). 

* J, Soc. Leather Trades' Chem., 6, 207 (1922). 
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the active constituent of the chromo-tan liquor is a negative ion 
or colloidal particle having a composition such as O(0H)-r- 
CrOCl • Cr which combines with positively charged collagen, 
forming leather. This view was called in question by Seyrnour- 
Jones^ who found that hide was tanned in a normal fashion in a 
basic chromic chloride solution which showed no anodic migration 
of chromium whatsoever. Seymour-Jones^* also attempted the 
ultrafiltration of a typical tanning bath containing 270 grams 
chromic oxide per liter prepared by reduction of a solution of 
sodium bichromate with sulfur dioxide. The solution passed 
unchanged through a collodion disk ultrafilter and through filter 
papers impregnated with 1 and 5 per cent gelatin solutions, 
respectively, and subsequently hardened. This was taken to 
mean that colloidal chromic oxide or basic salt plays no role in 
chrome tanning. There is, however, no doubt of the presence of 
colloidal chromic oxide in certain technical tan liquors. Thus, 
Wintgen and Lowenthal** ultrafiltered a so-called one-third basic 
commercial tan liquor prepared by mixing 20 grams chrome alum 
in 170 cubic centimeters of water with 7 grams of crystalline 
sodium carbonate in 20 cubic centimeters of water. Using a 
very thick fine hardened ultrafilter and applying a pressure of 75 
atmospheres, they obtained a filtrate consisting of chromium salt 
in molecular solution; and a residue possessing the appearance 
and properties of colloidal chromic oxide. It is altogether prob¬ 
able that Seymour-Jones could have ultrafiltered some colloidal 
chromic oxide from his tan liquor had he used a sufficiently dense 
filter. This is, however, more or less beside the point, as one can 
tan leather in a chromic salt solution containing but little colloidal 
oxide. 

If chromic sulfate is placed in solution, an equilibrium exists 
that may be represented thus: 

Cr2(S04)3 + XK2O CrsOao^HsO + 3II2SO4 
or, if preferred, by 

Cr2(S04)3 + I2H2O [Cr(OH)2 • (H20)4]2S04 + 2H2SO4 

1 /. Ind. Eng. Chem., 15, 265 ( 1923 ). 

» J. Ind. Eng. Chem., 16, 75 (1923). 

^Koll(nd^Z.,U,2U(im). 
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since Werner’ has pj^pared a definite crystalline basic salt, insolu- 
l)le in wat(n% of the formula indicated. When hide is placed in 
such a solution, it adsorbs acid strongly, thus displacing the 
equilibrium to the right with the consequent precipitation of 
the insoluble hydrous oxide or basic salt on the surface of the 
particles of hide, where it is adsorbed. The amount deposited in 
the hide substance under these conditions is obviously small and 
so the tannage is relatively light. If, on the other hand, a por¬ 
tion of the acid is neutralized, the adsorption of acid by the hide 
brings about a correspondingly greater precipitation of hydrous 
oxide or basic salt, and the tannage is correspondingly heavy. 
As I have already pointed out, if the tan liquor is rendered too 
basic, the adsorption of acid by the hide causes precipitation of 
the hydrous oxide in the liquor rendering the latter cloudy. 
Obviously, a careful control of the conditions is necessary for 
successful tanning. In general, if the acidity is too high, the 
penetration is good, but the amount of chromic oxide deposited 
is slight; whereas if the basicity is too high, the bath contains 
hydrous chromic oxide in too coarse a state of subdivision to 
penetrate well. 

It should be emphasized that the displacement to the right of 
the hydrol^iiic decomposition of chromic salt is occasioned not 
only by adsorption of sulfuric acid but by adsorption of hydrous 
chromic oxide as well. To illustrate, let us consider the adsorp¬ 
tion phenomena which take place from solutions of chromate and 
dichromate with hydrous alumina. In such solutions, the follow¬ 
ing equilibrium exists: 

Cr207" + H 2 O ?=± 2H- + 2Cr04" 

If a sample of highly purified ‘‘grown alumina^’* is added to a 
solution of red dichromate, the solution becomes yellow. This is 
because hydrous alumina adsorbs hydrogen ion, strongly shifting 
the equilibrium to the right. But the alumina also adsorbs 
chromate which can be determined quantitatively and can be 
detected qualitatively by the color it imparts to the adsorbent. 
Tto likewise tends to displace the equilibrium to the right. 

i Ber., 41, 3447 (1909). 

* WisucENTTs; Z. angem. Chm*, 18,801 (1904); KoUoid^,, 2d Supplement, 
XI (1908). 
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If, instead of adding; rK)wderod alumina to a solution of dichro- 
inato,one adds alumina sol stabilized by preferential adsorption of 
hydrogen ion, the adsorption capacity of the alumina for hydro¬ 
gen is partially supplied and the equilibrium is not disturbed 
appreciably, the solution remaining red. Under these conditions, 
the adsorption of chromate is relatively small; and incidentally, 
the amount of dichromate carried down is less than that for most 
multivalent ions.^ In the same way, when hide is placed in a 
chromic sulfate solution containing a relatively large amount of 
hydrogen ion, hydrous chromic oxide or basic salt is adsorbed, 
as well as sulfuric acid; but the adsorption of the former is much 
greater from more basic solutions. 

After the tannage is complete, the skin is left in a somewhat 
acid condition. In practice, it is rendered nearly neutral by 
treating with a dilute alkaline solution. Even after this treat¬ 
ment chrome leather is characterized by having a ndativciy high 
sulfuric acid content. Only a trace is free at any one time, but 
as soon as this trace is removed, more is immediately liberated. 
A part of this sulfuric acid is adsorbed by the hide and a part by 
the hydrous oxide, while some may exist in solid solution in the 
hydrous oxide or as a basic salt. 

The addition of neutral salts to a bath cuts down the adsorption 
of chromic oxide by the hide. In the case of chlorides, this may 
be due to the observed increase in the hydrogen ion concentra¬ 
tion;^ but sulfates decrease the hydrogen ion concentration which 
should favor increased adsorption of chromic oxide. To get 
around this difficulty, Wilson and Gallun® postulate the formation 
of addition compounds between the chromium compounds and 
the added salt, which are supposed to be endowed with the prop¬ 
erty of tanning less readily than the original chromium com¬ 
pounds. It is probable that a great deal of the effect of neutral 
salts is due to their adsorption by the hide, which cuts down the 
adsorption of hydrous chromic oxide. 

1 Weiser and Middleton: J. Phys. Chem., 24, 647 (1920). 

®Poma: Z. physik. Chem., 88 , 671 (1914); Harned: /. Am, Chem, Soc.^ 
87, 2460 (1915); Thomas and Baldwin: J. Am. LentJier Chem, Amoc., 13, 
248 (1918); J. Am. Chem, 8oc,, 41,1981 (1919); Thomas and Foster: J. Ind. 
Eng, Chem., 14,132 (1922). 

J, Am, Leather Chem, Aemc,, 15, 273 (1920), 
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A purely chemical theory of chrome tanning receives its most 
enthusiastic support from Wilson and his collaborators.^ It is 
the opinion of these investigators that even in acid solution, 
there arc some negatively charged groups in the collagen structure. 
In the tanning process, Cr(OH) 2 * ions or ions of similar structure 
are supposed to diffuse into the jelly composing the hide and to 
attach themselves to negatively charged groups wherever 
encountered, giving salts that have been designated chromium 
collagenates. Attempts have been made to establish the exist¬ 
ence of such salts by Baldwin^ and by Thomas and Kelly.^ 
Baldwin studied the fixing of chromic oxide from various liquors 
containing 0.38 to 60.4 grams of chromic oxide per liter and found 
that the amount taken up reaches a maximum in a bath con¬ 
taining 15 to 20 grams per liter. Davison failed to observe this 
maximum, as he worked with lower concentrations of tan liquor. 
Thomas and Kelly repeated Baldwin's experiments with con¬ 
centrations varying from 0.30 to 202 grams chromic oxide per 
liter, and confirmed the result that the amount of chromic oxide 
taken up per gram of hide powder in 48 hours reached a maxdmum 
in a solution containing approximately 10 grams of chromic 
oxide jX3r liter, after which the curve sloped downward, reaching a 
minimum when the concentration of chromic oxide in solution 
was approximately 150 grams per liter as shown in the lower 
curve, Fig. 21; the experiments were repeated, keeping the liquor 
in contact with the hide for 8.5 months, with the results given in 
the upper curve, Fig. 21. The conclusions drawn from these 
observations are the following: Wilson^ found that 750 grams of a 
certain collagen take up 1 mol of hydrochloric acid, forming what 
he believes to be collagen chloride, a salt of a weak monoacid base. 
He, therefore, assumes the combining weight of collagen to be 
750. Using this value, Thomas and Kelly calculate that 4 
equivalents of chromium are combined with 1 of collagen at the 
maximum in the 48-hour curve which represents a definite 
compound, tetrachrorae collagen. In the 8.5-month run, the 

^Wilson: “The Chemistry of Leather Manufacturer,” Easton, 278-308 
(1923). 

A m, Leather Chem, Assoc.j 14, 433 (1919). 

J. Ind, Eng, Chem,, 13, 65 (1921); 14, 621 (1922), 

♦ J, Am. Leather Ch^, Asaoc., 12, 108 (1917). 
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maximum is approximately twice as high as in the 48-hour run, 
a circumstance that is claimed to prove the existence of octa- 
chrome collagen. The octachrome curve shows a slight bend 
at a higher concentration of chrome liquor where the fixation of 
chromic oxide is believed to be sufficiently near the theoretical 
for tetrachrome collagen to justify postulating its formation. 

After championing the use of thermodynamic formulas to 
interpret tanning by tannin, one wonders why no attention what- 



Fia. 21.—Effect of concentration of chrome liquor on the adsorption of 
chromic oxide by hide substance. 


soever seems to have been paid to the phase rule in interpreting 
the results with chrome tanning. In the light of this generaliza¬ 
tion, the curves obtained by Thomas and Kelly certainly do not 
offer convincing proof of the formation of chromium coUagenates, 
On the contrary, they indicate that quite the opposite is true. 
A maximum is observed repeatedly in the taking up of one sub¬ 
stance from solution by another. For example, the lower curve 
in Fig. 22 shows the adsorption of acetic acid from toluene solu¬ 
tion by animal charcoal* and the upper curve, the adsorption of 

1 Schmidt- Walter: Kolloid-Z.^ 14, 242 (1914). 
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phenol from solution in ethyl alcohol by the same adsorl^ent. ^ 
The maxima in tlu^sci curves are no more indicative of compound 
formation than any other points on the curves. Freundlich'^ 
observed maxima in the adsorption of strychnine nitrate from 



Fiu. 22.—Adsorption l)y carbon of (1) phenol from ethyl alcohol and (2) acetic 

acid from toluene. 


aqueous solution by carbon, wool, and arsenious sulfide; and in 
the adsorption of crystal violet by carbon and fibers®. Slmilra 
observations were made by Biltz and Steiner^ in the absorption 
of dyes, such as night blue and Victoria blue, by wool and car- 

^ Gustafson: Z, physik. Chem., 91, 397 (1916). 

2 Z. physik. Chem., 78, 400 (1910); Freundlich and Poser: KoUoidchem. 
Beihefte, 6, 295 (1914). 

3 Freundlich and Losev: Z, physik. Chem.^ 69, 284 (1907). 
‘^<Kolloid-Z., 7,113 (1910). 
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bon. Droyor and Doupilas^ foimti that the adsorption of ap;glu- 
tiniri by bacteria reached a maxiinuin at a certain concentration 
and thereafter decreased. In short/’ says Freundlich/ ‘‘by far 
the majority of the adsorption curves that are not entirely 
regular show a maximum in the adsorbed mass with increasing 
concentration, followed by a falling off until the adsorption is 
negative.’^ 

A number of cases have been reported where a change in the 
physical character of the adsorbent leads to a maximum in the 
adsorption curve. Thus I^ttermoser and Rothe"^ observed a 
decrease in the adsorption of potassium iodide by silver iodide 
above a certain concentration of electrolyte. This was traced 
to a change in the structure of the silver iodide, which became 
denser and more granular. Freundlich and Schucht*’ noted the 
spontaneous transformation of amorphous mercuric sulfide to 
a crystalline form that shows a decreased power of adsorbing 
dyes. Wagner® showed that when salts of many of the hydrous 
oxides are hydrolyzed, they absord the free acid to some extent 
and later give it up owing to a change in the physical character 
of the adsorbent. While the chromic-oxide hide-powder curves 
are typical of adsorption curves showing a maximum, it is prob¬ 
able that the irreversible change in state which hide powder 
undergoes in contact with tanning liquor is in part responsible 
for this maximum. The increasing hydrogen ion concentration 
with increasing concentration of tan liquor likewise contributes 
to the cutting down of the adsorption of chromic oxide at higher 
concentrations. The important thing is that the maximum in 
the continuous curves should not be construed as indicating the 
formation of definite chromium collagenates any more than any 
other point on the curve. At suitable points on the curve, a 
whole series of definite salts from monochrome to octachrome 
collagenate may be assumed to exist; but this does not indicate, 
let alone prove, their existence. 

iProc. Roy. Soc., 82B, 185 (1910). 

2 ‘^Kapillarchemie,^' 246 (1922). 

3 Cf. Williams: Med. fr. K. Vet. Akad. Nobelimt.^ (2) No. 27 (1913). 

* Z. physik. Chem.y 62, 359 (1908). 

® Z. physik. Chem.y 85, 660 (1913). 

® Monatshefte fiir ChemWy 34, 95, 931 (1913). 
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Alumina Tanning. —An alumina tan bath consists of basic 
aluminum sulfate together with enough sodium chloride to 
prevent undue swelling of the skin. The hydrous oxide or basic 
salt appears to be adsorbed less strongly than in the case of 
chrome tanning, and the freshly treated hide cannot be washed 
without swelling. Moreover, hydrous chromic oxide ages much 
more rapidly than hydrous alumina, and so it is necessary to 
keep the alumina-treated skins in the dried state for weeks or 
months before a satisfactory leather is obtained. Even at best, 
alumina-tanned leather is not so permanent as chrome-tanned 
leather, probably because hydrous alumina becomes crystalline 
on ageing and so does not afford such good protection to the 
hide particles as does the amorphous film of hydrous chromic 
oxide which never assumes the crystalline form. 

Iron Tanning. —Ferric salts may be employed as tanning 
agents, but attempts to manufacture iron-tanned leathers have 
not met with success. According to Procter,^ a part of the diffi¬ 
culty arises from the fact that ferric oxide acts as an oxygen 
carrier, causing slow oxidation of the hide and consequent deteri¬ 
oration. Moreover, difficulty is encountered in neutralizing 
the excess sulfuric acid after tanning. When the leather is 
treated with a dilute alkali solution, the adsorbed hydrous oxide 
is displaced, and any normal or basic salt is converted into col¬ 
loidal hydrous oxide and washed out of the skin.^ Jackson and 
How^ claim to have prepared a fairly good leather by adjusting 
the acidity so as to give a tan liquor in which the ratio of equiv¬ 
alents of hydroxide groups to equivalents of acid radical is 
never less than 1:5 nor more than 1:3. After tanning, the neu¬ 
tralization is effected very gradually. 

Silica Tanning. —Graham^ pointed out in 1862 that gelatin 
was precipitated by colloidal silica. The precipitate was insolu¬ 
ble in water and was not decomposed by washing; in other words, 
the gelatin was tanned. Hough^ found that purified colloidal 
silica is much too instable to serve as a tanning agent. As would 

* **The Principles of Leather Manufacture,” 2d ed., p. 275. 

2 Jbttmar: Cuivy 8, 74, UK) (1910). 

3 J. Am, Leatfier Chem. Assoc., 16, 63, 139, 202, 229 (1921). 

^ J. Chem, Soc,, 16, 246 (1862). 

Cuir, 8 , 209, 257, 314 (1919). 
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be expected, the sol agglomerates before it has a chance to diffuse 
into the hide substance. By adding a 30 per cent solution of 
sodium silicate to a 30 per cent solution of hydrochloric acid until 
the concentration of free acid is reduced to tenth normal, a bath 
is obtained which diffuses into the hide and deposits a protecting 
layer of hydrous silica. A fully tanned leather usually contains 
from 17 to 24 per cent of silica. One of the difficulties of the 
process is to prevent too great an adsorption of silica by the hide. 

The most serious fault with silica-tanned leather is that it 
tears very easily after keeping for a few months,^ This is prob¬ 
ably due to a change in the physical character of the hydrous 
silica on ageing. 

Miscellaneous Tanning, Agents. —Basic ceric chloride‘s can 
be used for a tan bath, giving a fairly good leather; but salts of 
bismuth have not proved satisfactory.® 

It is a remarkable fact that freshly precipitated finely divided 
sulfur is adsorbed by hide substance, giving a white leather** 
which does not swell when left for 24 hours in water and can be 
dried without losing its stability. Apostolo claims that the 
sulfur is not extracted by carbon bisulfide; but this is disputed 
by Thomas® who finds that sulfur is not a true tanning agent. 

Colloidally dispersed insoluble sulfides, silicates, oxides, and 
phosphates of many metals appear to act as tanning agents.** 
Indeed, Procter^ reports that finely divided insoluble powders, 
such as ultramarine, can convert hide into leather by mere 
mechanical drumming. There is no doubt of the essential 
physical nature of the latter process. At the opposite extreme 
is the tanning action of chlorine and bromine but not iodine, where 
the change is doubtless of a purely chemical nature.® The leather 
obtained with halogens is imputrescible and resists the action of 
cold water but not boiling water. 

1 Thxtau: CuiT, 9, 10, 80, 102 (1921). 

^Garelu: Collegium^ 418 (1912). 

. ® Garelli and Apostolo: Collegiumy 422 (1913). 

* ApostoIjO: Collegiunij 420 (1913). 

8/. Ind, E7ig. Chem,, 18, 259 (192(i). 

SoMMEunoFP: Coltegmuy 381 (1913). 

^ Bogue’s ‘^Colloidal Behavior," 2, 718 (1924). 

« Mbunier and Seyewetz: Collegium, 289, 373 (1911). 
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From this survey it is obvious that the term ^Hanning has 
been applied to a wide variety of processes whereby hide fiber is 
converted into what is called leather/^ It would be more 
proper to speak of ^‘leathers,” for the commercial article shows 
marked variations in properties, depending on the method of 
manufacture. Procter^ distinguishes the following general 
methods of tanning: 

1. By mere dehydration of the separated fibrils in such a 
way that they can be dried without adhesion. 

2. By actual changes in the chemical nature of the fibrils, which 
destroy their adhesive character. 

3. By coating the fibers with fine powders or precipitates or, 
f)erhaps, fatty matters, which mechanically separate them. 

^ Jio^ue’s ‘‘(/olloidal Behavior,’’ 2, 730 (1924). 
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MORDANTS 

The adsorption of many d^^es by wool, silk, and cotton is so 
weak that they are of value to the praci/ical dyer only when used 
in conjunction with mordants. The term mordant (from mordre, 
to bite or to corrode) was first applied by the French to metallic 
salts which were supposed to act by biting or opening a passage 
into the fibers of the cloth, giving access to the color. Thus, 
alum was believed to be effective in fixing certain dyes, owing to 
the solvent or corrosive action of sulfuric acid.^ It is now known 
that the real mordant is the hydrous oxide and not the acid 
derived from the salt. 

In general, a mordant may he defined as any substance that 
is adsorbed strongly by the cloth and, in turn, adsorbs the dye 
strongly. In dyeing a mordanted cloth, it is the mordant rather 
than the fiber which adsorbs the dye in most cases. When a 
mordant adsorbs a dye in the absence of a fiber, the product is 
called a lake. The lakes employed as pigments are usually 
prepared in contact with what are termed lake bases, such as 
barium sulfate, china clay, red lead, and lead sulfate, which 
modify the physical properties of the lakes in some desired way. 

In order to appreciate the importance of mordants in the art of 
dyeing, one needs but to recall that the first so-called direct or 
substantive dye, Congo red, was not discovered until 1884. 
Before this date it was impossible to dye cotton with acid and 
basic dyes except by the use of mordants. Moreover, substan¬ 
tive dyes on cotton are in general much less fast to light and 
washing than are the mordant colors. 

A typical example of a mordant dye is alizarin, the important 
coloring matter of the roots of rubia tinctoriunij or madder, a plant 
of Indian origin which was cultivated largely in France and 

^Bancroft: “Philosophy of Permanent Coloi’s,^^ 1, 341 (1813); Napibr: 
“A Manual of Dyeing,“ 186 (1875). 
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Holland before the synthesis of alizarin from anthracene was 
accomplished in 1X()8. If a piece of cotton is dipped into an 
a(pieous solution of alizarin, it assumes a yellow color that is 
easily removed by washing with soap and water; but if the cloth 
is first mordanted, it is dyed a fast color: red with alumina, 
reddish brown with chrome, orange with tin, and purple or 
black with iron. By treating the fiber with the so-called sul- 
fonated oils before mordanting with alumina, there results the 
brilliant Turkey red, a color remarkable for its fastness to light 
and to the action of soap and water. The dyeing of Turkey red 
is a very ancient process having been carried out centuries ago in 
India, using milk as fatty matter and munjeet, the Indian 
madder plant. The plant itself with its earthy incrustations 
furnished enough alumina to give the color lake. The art 
spread from the l^.ast through Tersia and Turkey, reaching 
France and England in the latter part of the eighteenth century. 

Wool like cotton can be dyed with madder only by the aid of 
mordants. The scarlet trousers of the French soldiers, introduced 
by Louis Philippe to encourage madder culture, and the scarlet 
uniform of the British soldier of Ilcvolutionary war days were 
made possible by the use of the mordant alumina. 

Two classes of mordants are generally recognized: acid and 
basic or metallic. The acid mordants are the tannins, the 
fatty acids, albumin, hydrous silica, arsenic acid, and phosphoric 
acid; while the basic mordants are the hydrous oxides of the 
heavy metals. 

The most important metallic mordants are the hydrous oxides 
of chromium, aluminum, iron, tin and copper, in the order named. 
Alumina was the first mordant used, and years ago, alumina and 
stannic oxide were the most important because people were inter¬ 
ested in getting the bright colors which these mordants yield. 
As might be expected, the mordanting action of nearly all the 
possible oxides has been investigated. Liebermann^ reports 
that the oxides of yttrium, beryllium, thorium, cerium, zirconium, 
and copper hold dyes most tenaciously; while the oxides of zinc, 
cadmium, manganese, antimony, bismuth, lead, tin, and thal¬ 
lium are much less satisfactory; and the oxides of iron, aluminum, 
chfomium, and uranium occupy an intermediate position. Such 
1 Ber., 36, 1493 (1902). 
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a classification is not generally applicable; thus Wingraf’ finds 
zirconia to be a stronger mordant for certain dyes than alumina; 
while the reverse is true in other cascis. In any event, oxides of 
metals other than aluminum, chromium, iron, and tin are used 
only in special cases. For example, titania is reported to be 
a particularly good mordant to use with leather.^ The more 
important mordants will be taken up in some detail. 

Alumina 

If an aluminum salt which we shall represent by AIA3 is dis¬ 
solved in water, hydrolysis takes place in accord with the fol¬ 
lowing equation: 

2 AIA 3 + .rllsO^ Ah>0;uxH20 + GHA 

The reaction proceeds further to the right, the more dilute the 
solution, the weaker the acid formed, and the higher the tempera¬ 
ture. Whether the insoluble hydrous oxide precipitates out on 
heating or remains in colloidal solution depends on the concen¬ 
tration of the solution and the precipitating power of the anion. 
Crum^ prepared a positive sol of hydrous alumina by hydrolyzing 
the acetate and boiling off the excess acetic acid; and Neidle'* 
obtained a sol by dialysis of a solution of aluminum chloride at 
elevated temperatures. A sol cannot be prepared by dialysis of 
the sulfate on account of the high precipitating power of sulfate 
ion. The amount of hydrous oxide formed in a given case is 
increased by removing hydrogen ion with alkali; but the range 
of hydrogen ion concentration in which the oxide precipitates 
is much wider in the case of salts with strongly adsorbed multi¬ 
valent ions, such as sulfate, than with salts of univalent ions. 

While the non-existence of definite basic salts of aluminum has 
not been established with certainty, it is probable that no definite 
basic compounds are formed by the hydrolysis of aluminum salts 
either alone or on the addition of alkali. Certainly, the vast 
majority of the alleged basic acetates described by Crum and of 
the basic nitrates, chlorides, sulfates, acetates, and sulfoacetates 

^ F&rber^Ztg., 26, 277 (1914), 

* Bakkss: /. Soc. Dyers Colourists, S6, 59 (1919). 

* Liehig*s Ann. Chem., 89, 168 (1864). 

* J. Am. Chem. Soc., 89, 71 (1917). 
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formulated by Liechti and Suida^ are wholly without experi¬ 
mental foundation. By adding alkali to aluminum sulfate, a 
phase separates below pH = 5.5 having approximately the com¬ 
position 5 AI 2 O 3 * 380,3;^ but the ease with which the sulfate can 
be displaced by a wide variety of inorganic and dye cations argues 
against its being a definite compound.® 

In view of the fact that aluminum salts hydrolyze of them¬ 
selves, one should expect the hydrolysis in a given case to proceed 
further in the presence of a fiber which adsorbs hydrous aluminum 
oxide. This is actually the case, as will be shown in the sub¬ 
sequent paragraphs. 

Mordanting of Wool. —When wool is treated with solutions of 
aluminum sulfate, Al 2 (S 04)3 * ISHoO, less than 5 per cent on 
the wool, the bath is exhausted cpnipletely, all the alumina and 
the sulfuric acid being adsorbed.At higher salt concentrations, 
more and more remains in the bath. Knecht^ believes that both 
hydrous oxides and true basic aluminum salts are deposited 
by the mordanting process, since the spent liquors on dyeing 
well-washed wool with alizarin always possess an acid reaction. 
This evidence of basic salt formation is inconclusive, since 
adsorbed sulfuric acid would be displaced quite as readily as acid 
in definite chemical combination. Fiirstenhagen and Apple- 
yard® give data to show that the amount of sulfate taken up by 
wool remains constant when the fiber is mordanted from potash 
alum solutions containing 10 to 20 per cent of alum referred to 
the wool. According to Havrez^ and to von Georgievics,® 
the amount of alumina taken up by wool from relatively dilute 
potash alum solutions is greater than the amount of sulfuric acid; 
but with increasing salt concentrations, the amount of sulfuric 

^J. Soc. CJiem. Ind., 2 , 537 (1883); cf. also Schlumberger: BvlL soc, 
chim.y (3) 13 , 41 (1895); BOttinger: Liebig's Ann. Chem., 244 , 224 (1888). 

2 Miller: U. S. Pub. Health Repts., 38 , 1995 (1923); Williamson: J. 
Phys. Chew,., 27 , 284 (1923). 

«See p. 379. 

^Liechti and Schwitzer: MUL iechn. Gewerbe-Museums in Wiefij Seh- 
Hon far Fdrlyerei^ 3, 47 (1886). 

^ Knecht, Rawson, and Lowenthal: “A Manual of Dyeing,’' 237 (1916). 

® J, S{)c. Dyers Colourists, 105 (1888). 

' Chem, Zentr., 696 (1874), 

® /. Soc. Chem. Ind., 14 , 663 (1895). 
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acid taken up increases relatively to the alumina until at 24 per 
cent alum referred to the wool, the alumina and acid are taken 
up in the same relative amounts as they occur in aluminum sul¬ 
fate.^ Recently, Paddon,^ in Bancroft's laboratory, determined 
the amounts of both alumina and sulfuric acid removed from potash 
alum baths at different concentrations. In these experiments, 
2-gram samples of well-washed wool were boiled for 1 hour in 
the alum solutions, after which the wool was removed and aliquot 
portions of the several baths were analyzed in the usual gravimet¬ 
ric maniu?r for aluminum and sulfate. The adsorption of alumina 
and sulfuric acid is given in Tables XX\T and XXVII and shown 


graphically in I4gs. 23 and 24, 

respectively. Both curves are 

Tahle 

XX V4.—Adsorptio.v of Alumina by Wool 

IVr ci'iit potMsh 
alum on 
of wool 

Original concen¬ 
tration AI 2 O 3 , 
milligram mols 
p(T lit(*r 

End con eon- 
tnition AlaO.-?, 
milligram mols 
per liter 

Milligram mol 
AhiOa adsorbed 
per gram of wool 

5.12 

0.438 

0.137 

0.377 

10.25 

0.8S1 

0.395 

0.607 

15.37 

1.319 

0.842 

0 597 

20,50 

1.761 

1.362 

0.500 

25.62 

2.200 

1.863 

0.421 

30.75 

2 645 

2.403 

0 303 

Table XXVII. — Adsorption 

OF Sulfuric Acid by Wool 

P(T cent potash 
alum on weight 
of wool 

Original concen¬ 
tration 8O3, 
milligram mols 
per liter 

End comaui- 
tration SO3, 
milligram mols 
per liter 

Milligram mol 

SO 3 adsorbed 
per gram of wool 

5.12 

1.730 

1.120 

0.068 

10.25 

3.460 

2.550 

0.113 

15.37 

5.185 

4.075 

0.139 

20.50 

6.915 

5.705 

0.153 

25.62 

8.650 

7.305 

0.168 

30.75 

10.375 

9.055 

0.165 


^ Cy. Thenard and Roard: Ann. Chim., 74 , 267 (1810). 
2 J. Phys. Ckem., 26 , 790 (1922). 




Mitligrom Mol^ Adsorbed per Gram O'? Wool 



Concentration of SO3 milligram mols per liicT 
Fig. 24.—Adsorption of sulfate by wool. 
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smooth and free from sudd( 3 ii breaks, indicating that the mor¬ 
danting of wool with potash ahirn does not lead to the formation 
of definite chemical compounds on the fiber; but that the proc¬ 
ess is strictly an adsorption phenomenon, involving both 
alumina and sulfuric acid. It is probable that the acid is 
adsorbed both by the alumina and by the wool. 

The alumina curve passes through a maximum due to the pre¬ 
cipitation of considerable alumina, on boiling the solutions of 
higher concentrations, thereby cutting down the concentration of 
alumina so far as the wool is concerned. The adsorption of SOs 
follows a continuous course, approximating saturation in the 
neighborhood of 20 per cent of alum on the weight of the wool. 
Above this concentration, the amount adsorbed is necessarily 
approximately constant; hence, this should not be construed as 
indicating the adsorption of a definite basic salt on the fiber. 

The purpose of the mordant is to have something on the fiber 
which will adsorb and hold the coloring matter. It is, therefore, 
important to have the mordant taken up under such conditions 
that it will be held most tenaciously by the cloth, have the 
maximum transparency, and adsorb the greatest amount of dye. 
As Bancroft^ points out, one would not ordinarily expect to obtain 
the mordant in such a form that it will satisfy all these require¬ 
ments to the maximum degree, simultaneously; but the aim 
should be to get the mordant in the form which is most generally 
useful. One objection to alum or aluminum sulfate for mordant¬ 
ing wool is that sulfate ion coagulates alumina too readily, thereby 
precipitating perceptible amounts of the hydrous oxide in the 
bath or superficially on the wool in a form that does not hold 
well. This is particularly true with more concentrated baths, 
as noted by Havrez^ and by Paddon.^ The former recommends 
a bath containing less than 10 per cent alum referred to the 
amount of wool, otherwise the mordant washes off readily and the 
wool is not dyed deeply when treated with the coloring matter. 
As one would expect, the so-called basic solutions of aluminum 
suKate cannot be used at all with wool, since the precipitation of 

1J. PhyB, Chem., 18, 309 (1914). 

® DingUrB polytech. J., 208, 491 (1872). 

Phye. Chem., 36, 791 (1922). 
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the hydrous oxide is altogether too rapid. Liechti and Suida' 
claim that alum does not give as good a mordant as aluminum 
sulfate. This may be due to one or more of the following causes: 
the increase in the hydrolysis of aluminum sulfate by the pres¬ 
ence of sodium sulfate;^ the detrimental precipitating action of 
the excess sulfate in alum; and the increasing of the relative 
amount of sulfate adsorbed. Addition of sulfuric acid to alum 
causes the mordant to penetrate more thoroughly and to be fixed 
better than when the normal sulfate is used.® This is because the 
cutting down of the hydrolysis by the increased acidity is more 
pronounced than the agglomerating action of the increased con¬ 
centration of sulfate. 

The rapid precipitation of hydrous oxide in a loose condition on 
the surface of the cloth can be obviated by using an aluminum 
salt of a weak acid, such as aluminum oxalate, tartrate, or lactate. 
Although these salts hydrolyze more readily than sulfate, the 
resulting hydrous oxide is held in a more highly peptized state. 
Accordingly, the mordanting is deeper and more uniform from 
a solution of aluminum tartrate or oxalate; or from a solution of 
aluminum sulfate to which a mordanting assistant such as cream 
of tartar, tartaric acid, or oxalic acid is added. Some observa¬ 
tions of Miller^ are of interest in this connection: Portions of a 
solution 0.005 M with respect to aluminum chloride and 0.0075 
M with respect to potassium oxalate were treated with gradually 
increasing amounts of alkali. No precipitate was formed until 
the pH value of the solution reached 8.8. Below this value, a 
slightly opalescent sol was formed but no floe. In striking con¬ 
trast to this, a 0.0025 M solution of potash alum formed a good 
floe at as low a pH value as 4,3 and up to 8.9. Obviously, the 
tendency of hydrous alumina to agglomerate under these condi¬ 
tions is much less in the presence of oxalate than of sulfate. It is 
probable that the behavior of tartrate is similar to that of oxalate, 
since the mordant obtained in the presence of the former is even 
more satisfactory than in the presence of the latter. 

1J, Soc. Chem. hid., 5, 526 (1886). 

®Libchti and Suida: J. Soc. Chem, Ind., 2, 537 (1883). 

* Liechti and Schwitzer: J. Soc. Dyers Colourists, 161 (1886). 

S. Pub. HeaUh Bepts,, 40, 351 (1925). 
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The beneficial infliienee of organic acids on the mordanting 
process has received widely diversified interpretations from time 
to time. Thus, Knecht, Rawson, and LowenthaP claim that the 
aluminum salts of tartaric and oxalic acids possess a certain resist¬ 
ance to the dissociating action of wool; this is, of course, inaccu¬ 
rate, as the salts of the weaker acids hydrolyze more readily 
than sulfate. Beech- says that the addition of a little oxalic 
acid, cream of tartar, or tartaric acid to the mordanting bath 
helps in the decomposition of the metallic salt by the wool 
fiber; but this seems improbable, as the addition of an acid cuts 
down the hydrolysis. Herzfeld’^ offers no explanation of the 
phenomenon, but he recognizes clearly that the loose and uneven 
character of the mordant obtained wdth aluminum sulfate alone 
is due to the rapidity wdtli which the salt decomposes; and that 
the presence of cream of tartar, oxalic acid, or lactic acid causes 
the precipitation to take place more slowly and regularly, 
thereby giving a more satisfactory mordant. 

Mordanting of Silk. —Silk adsorbs hydrous alumina somewhat 
less strongly than wool and must, therefore, be mordanted from 
slightly more basic solutions. The solutions employed are alu¬ 
minum sulfate,^ alum,^ and the sulfate-acetate and nitrate-acetate 
mixtures. Hermann® has made observations which leave little 
room to doubt but that the real mordants are the hydrous oxides, 
at least in the case of silk. In these experiments, both raw and 
boiled-off^ silk were treated with various mordanting baths at 
30°, and the mordanted filler was analyzed for both metallic 
oxide and acid radical. The results have been collected in Table 
XXVIIL 

Hermann looks upon mordanting as a catalytic process in 
which the fiber decomposes the mordanting salts catalytically, 
giving hydrous oxides that become fixed on the fiber and acids 

1 Manual of Dyeing,” 236 (1910). 

3 “The Principles and Practice of Wool Dyeing,” 71 (1902). 

3 “Das Farben und Bleichen der Textilfasern,” 58 (1900). 

* Ganswindt: “Theorie und Praxis der modernen Farberei,” 2, 18 (1903). 

® Knecht, Rawson, and Lowenthal: “A Manual of Dyeing,” 238 
(1916). 

« J. Soc, Chem. Ind., 23, 1143 (1904). 

^ Immersed in a good neutral Marseilles or olein soap solution at 90 to 
96®, in order to remove the silk gum or pericine from the fibers. 
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Table XXVIII 


Mordanting solution 

Nature of 
silk 

Ratio of adsorbed 
oxide to adsorbed 
acid radical 

Stannic, chloride. 

1 

Raw 

155 SnOatl Cl 

Stannic; chloride.^ 

Boiled off 

143 Sn02;l Cl 

111 Fe/);,:! SO., 

01 FosO.,:! SO3 
40Cr2O.,:lCl 
44Cr20 a:lCl 
A]./)., only adsorbed 
AI2O3 only adsorbed 

Ferric Hulfate (basic). 

Ferric siilfatt' (basic). 

Raw 

Boiled off 

ChrorTii{* chloride;. 

Raw 

Chromic (;hloride. 

Boiled off 

Ahimimim acetate. 

Aluminum ace;tate. 

i Rtiw 

Boiled off 


that remain in the bath. While the hydrolysis of the mordanting 
salts is increased, owing to strong adsorption of the hydrous 
oxides by the fiber, the process is not catalytic, as a given amount 
of fiber can increase the decomposition of only a limited amount 
of salt, and the mordanted fiber is not in the same condition after 
the process as before. 

The mordanting of silk may be carried out satisfactorily at 
15 to 20°. At as low a temperature as 0 to 5°, the mordanting 
salts do not penetrate the fiber well, and the adsorption of the 
hydrous oxides takes place slowly and irregularly.^ 

Mordanting of Cotton. —It has been recognized for a long time 
that normal aluminum sulfate and alum cannot be used as a 
mordant for cotton.^ This is because the cotton adsorbs hydrous 
alumina much less strongly than wool or silk and so does not 
decompose solutions which are distinctly acid. If the acidity 
of the alum solutions is reduced by the addition of sodium car¬ 
bonate, they can be used to mordant cotton. Liechti and Suida'* 
showed that the amount of alumina fixed is greater the more basic 
the mordanting solutions. Since cotton adsorbs hydrous alumina 
less strongly than wool, the mordant is fixed less strongly by 

1 Hermann: J, Soc. Chem. Ind,, 22, 623 (1903); 23, 57 (1904). 

® C/. Bancroft: “Philosophy of Permanent Colors,” 1, 357; 2, 148, 242 
( 1 ^ 3 ). 

® /. Soc. Chem. Ind.y 2, 538 (1883); c/. Keitschera and Utz: Mitt, techn, 
Gerwerb&>Mvs€Ufm in Wien, Sektion fur Fdrbereiy 3, 110 (1886). 
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cotton than by wool;' accordingly, we should expect the relatively 
large amounts of mordant taken up from highly basic solutions to 
rub off readily. Recently, Tingle^ claimed that hydrous alumina 
is adsorbed neither from aluminum sulfate nor basic aluminum 
sulfate solutions. His results with aluminum sulfate confirm those 
of everybody else, but the observations with basic aluminum 
sulfate cannot be generally true, since such solutions have been 
used in mordanting cotton without a fixing agent.^ 

Aluminum acetate appears to be the best mordanting bath 
for cotton. Fifty years ago, Napier^ pointed out the advantages 
of acetate over sulfate: 

First, the acetic acid is not so hurtful in its action upon the vegetable 
coloring matters; second, it holds the alumina with much less force than 
sulfuric acid, and consequently yields it much more freely to the cloth; 
and third, being volatile, a great portion of the acid flies off during the 
process of drying. 

Another way of putting it is that aluminum acetate hydrolyzes 
readily, giving the hydrous oxide in the form of a finely divided 
sol which can penetrate into the fiber and be adsorbed. The use 
of aluminum formate^ and aluminum lactate^ in place of aluminum 
acetate has been suggested; but the principle is the same with 
all salts of weak organic acids. Cotton is not mordanted from a 
solution of ‘^sodium aluminate,^^ but the latter is used to pad on 
hydrous alumina in calico printing.^ This is accomplished by 
precipitating hydrous alumina on the cloth by adding ammonium 
chloride to the aluminate bath. 

Cotton may be mordanted with alumina by first treating the 
fiber with a substance like tannin which is adsorbed strongly by 
the fiber and, in turn, adsorbs hydrous alumina strongly. This 
will be referred to again in the section on fixing agents. 

» Bancroft: /. Phys, Chm., 26, 501 (1922). 

2 jr. Ind. Eng, Chem., 14, 198 (1922). 

* Knecht, Rawson, and LOwenthal: “A Manual of Dyeing,’’ 233 (1916). 

4*'A Manual of Dyeing,'' 121 (1875); c/. Bancroft: '^I^ilosophy of 

Permanent Colors," 1, 365 (1813). 

* Schwalbe: Kolloid~Z,f 6 , 129 (1907). 

® Boehringer and Sons: Z, Farben-Ind,, 9 , 237, 253 (1910). 

^ Ganswindt: ‘^Theorie und Praxis der modernem Filrberei," 2 , 212 
(1903). 
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It is interesting to note that mercerized cotton adsorbs sub¬ 
stantive dyes’ and takes up basic mordants'^ more strongly than 
ordinary cotton does. This is not because the mercerized cotton 
is a definite chemical compound between cotton and sodium 
hydroxide® as (Janswindt^ assumes; but is probably due to the 
retention of sodium hydroxide in the channel of the cotton fiber 
or to a change in structure of the cotton as a result of the merceri- 
zation process. 


Chrome 

Mordanting of Wool. —Chrome is by far the most important 
mordant used with wool. More than twenty years ago Gans- 
windt® claimed that 98 per cent of all the mordanting of wool is 
done with chromic oxide; and Matthews® stated recently that 
‘^clirome mordant is used for dyeing practically all of the alizarin, 
mordant, and acid mordant or after-chromed dyes; it is also the 
principal mordant used in conjunction with the natural logwoods.” 

It is interesting to note that the mordanting bath most gener¬ 
ally used is an acid solution of bichromate instead of a chromic 
salt.^ Before the war, the readily crystallized potassium bichro¬ 
mate was commonly used, but the demand for a cheaper product 
led to the development of a pure crystalline form of sodium 
bichromate which has displaced the potassium salt for mordant¬ 
ing purposes.® 

From the bichromate solution, wool adsorbs chromic acid 
which is subsequently reduced to chromic oxide, the real mor¬ 
dant. Chromic acid is not held very strongly^ by the fiber and 
practically all of it can be removed by washing.^® Wool itself 

^ Matthews: “Application of Dyestuffs,” 165, 278 (1920). 

® ScHAPOscHNiKOFP and Minajbff: Z. Fdrhen-Ind., 3, 165 (1904); 4, 
81 (1905). 4 

3 Leighton; J, Phys, Chem., 20, 188 (1916). 

* “Theorie und Praxis der modernen Farberei,” 2, 215 (1903). 

® “Theorie und Praxis der modernen Ffirberei,” 2, 69 (1903). 

® “Application of Dyestuffs,” 334 (1920). 

^ Knecht, Rawson, and LOwenthal: ^‘A Manual of Dyeing,” 255 (1916). 

® Matthews: “Application of Dyestuffs,” 344 (1920). 

^®Liechti and Hummel: J. Soc, Chem, Ind,^ 12, 244 (1893), 

Bancroft: J, Phya, Ckem.y 26, 737 (1922); qT., however, Whitelby: 
J. Soc, Chrnn. Ind., 6, 131 (1887), 
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has boon shown to rodiico chromic acid,’ but this involves more or 
loss waste,’* so that a reducing agent is usually added either by 
itself or in the form of a dye, such as logwood^ or alizarin;*’ 
and under these conditions, the wool is not attacked appreci¬ 
ably. Chromic acid mordants wool more strongly than either 
neutral chromate or bichromate,-’ so that, in practice, a suitable 
amount of acid is added to the bichromate bath. Within limits, 
increasing the acid concentration increases the amount of chromic 
acid adsorbed.^ This is less marked with sulfuric acid than 
with either hydrochloric or nitric acid, probably because sulfuric 
acid is more strongly adsorl)ed by wool than hydrochloric or nitric 
acid and so is more effective in cutting down the adsorption 
of chromic acid.® The importance of sulfate ion is further 
indicated by the fact that a mixture of sodium chloride and 
sulfuric acid behaves like sulfuric acid and not like hydrochloric. 
The presence of sulfuric acid is more effective than an e(iuivalent 
amount of either hydrochloric or nitric acid in causing the oxidation 
of wool by chromic acid. Since the oxidizing power of chmrnic 
acid is greater the higher the concentration of acid, and since 
sulfuric acid is adsorbed by wool more strongly than hydrochloric 
or nitric acid, Bancroft^ attributes the greater effect of the former 
to higher acid concentration at the surface of the wool. 

A bichromate bath acidified with sulfuric acid is objectionable, 
not only because the reduction of chromic acid takes place at 
the expense of the wool, but because some chromic oxide remains 
in the mordant and oxidizes such colors as alizarin blue, aliz¬ 
arin yellow, etc., producing weak shades that may be undesir-, 
able.^ As a matter of fact, the more customary thing is to use 
an organic acid or acid salt such as cream of tartar, tartaric 
acid, oxalic acid, formic acid,^ and lactic acid.^® As these 

^Ltechti and Hummel: J. Soc, Chem. Ind., 12, 244 (1893). 

* Durfee: Arn. Dyestuff Rep., 9, No. 10, Tech. Sec. 20-23 (1921). 

® Matthews: “Application of Dyestuffs,” 477 (1920). 

^ Liechti and Hummel: J. Soc. Chem. Ind., 12, 244, 246 (1893). 

® Hummel and Gardner: J. Soc. Chem. Ind., 14, 452 (1895). 

8 Bancroft: J. Phys. Chem., 26, 743 (1922). 

TJ. Phys. Chem., 26, 744 (1922). 

8 Beech: “The Principles and Practice of Wool Dyeing,” 116 (1902). 

® Kappf: Z. Fdrben-hid., 4, 159 (1905); Whittaker: “Dyeing with Coal 
Tar Dyestufifs,^^ 50 (1919). 

Knecht, Rawson, and LOwenthal: “A Manual of Dyeing,'’ 173, 266 
(1916). 
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so-callcd assistants are oxidized by chromic acid, it is probable 
that there is little, if any, oxidation of the wool in their presence. 
Moreover, they bring about a uniform deposit of the mordant 
in a form highly satisfactory for receiving the dye.^ 

Solutions of chromium salts undergo hydrolysis to a greater 
or lesser degree, depending on the basicity of the solutions, the 
concentration, and the temperature.^ Wool adsorbs hydrous 
chromic oxide from such solutions in the same manner as hydrous 
aluminum oxide is adsorbed from aluminum salts. If chrome 
alum is used, the fiber takes up sulfuric acid as well as the 
hydrous oxide. Liechti and Hummel claim that a part of the 
acid is taken up as a basic salt having the formula SCr^Oa * 2 SO 3 . 
Their data do not justify this conclusion, but the absence of a 
basic salt has not been proved. Williamson^ obtained a gel of 
approximately constant composition by precipitating chrome 
alum below a certain pH value which was not determined. The 
amorphous mass was assigned the formula TCr^f >3 • 4 SO 3 . It will 
te recalled that Williamson** and Miller^ obtained a gel of approxi¬ 
mately constant composition, 5 Al 203 * 38 () 3 , by adding alkali to 
alum below pH = 5.5. For reasons already given,® I do not 
consider the alumina sulfuric acid gel to be a definite basic salt 
and the same applies to the chrome sulfuric acid gel. However, 
at least one definite crystalline basic sulfate of the formula 
[Cr( 0 H) 2 (H 2 ()) 4 ] 2 *S 04 has been prepared;^ so the formation of 
a basic salt on the fiber must be regarded as a possibility. 

It is claimed that chrome alum cannot be used for a mordant¬ 
ing bath, because the mordant is not adsorbed evenly and the 
subsequent dyeing is uneven. Since a good mordant can be 
obtained with aluminum alum, it would appear that the difficulty 
with chrome alum could be corrected by suitable adjustment of 
the temperature or of other conditions of mordanting. The 
addition of cream of tartar, oxalic acid, or tartaric acid to the 

^ Knbcht, Rawson, and LCwenthal: ‘‘A Manual of Dyeing,’’ 256 
(1916); Beech: “The Principles and Practice of Wool Dyeing,” 117 (1902). 

“Liechti and Sohwitzer: J. Soc. Che^n. Ind.y 4, 586 (1885). 

* J, Phys. Chem,^ 27, 384 (1923). 

4 J. Phy.^, Ckem,, 27, 280 (1923); 

/ IL S. Pub. Health Repia.y 38, 1995 (1923). 

« Of., pages 339, 379. 

^ Wehneh: Ber., 41, 3447 (19Q9). 
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alum bath gives a satisfactory mordant as does chromium oxalate^ 
or chromium tartrate but not chromium acetate or chromium 
fluoride.^ 

Liechti and HummeP observed increased mordanting with 
increasing concentration of chrome alum, just as would be 
expected. They also claimed to get an increased amount of chro¬ 
mium taken up by increasing the sulfuric acid content of the 
alum bath; but this is improbable, if not impossible, unless the 
heating is conducted in such a manner that a precipitate forms in 
the bath and is padded on the fibers. The reported increase in 
adsorption with increasing sulfuric acid content is contradicted 
by the further observation of Liechti and Hummel that the 
bath is exhausted less completely the greater the concentration 
of sulfuric acid. 

Wool is mordanted very slightly from solutions of chromic 
chloride or chromic nitrate,^ probably because the degree of 
hydrolysis is less and the peptizing action of these solutions for 
hydrous chromic oxide is too great to yield the mordant to the 
fiber. If this be true, the addition of a suitable amount of soda 
to chromic chloride solution should give a satisfactory mordant¬ 
ing bath. 

Mordanting of Silk. —Silk adsorbs chromic oxide less strongly 
than wool.^ In practice, it is mordanted from a bath of chrome 
alum® or chromic chloride but not from bichromate.^ To pre¬ 
serve the luster of silk, Whittaker* recommends mordanting the 
silk overnight in a cold bath of chromic chloride, followed by 
treating with sodium silicate, which fixes the mordant on the fiber. 

Mordanting of Cotton. —Cotton adsorbs hydrous chromic oxide 
very much less readily than either wool or silk, as evidenced by 
the observation that no mordanting whatsoever results on heating 
cotton with a 10 per cent chrome alum solution. Apparently, no 
completely satisfactory chrome mordant for dyeing cotton, 

1 Tagliani: Color Trade J., 11,168 (1922); Textile Colorist, 44, 660 (1922). 

® Liechti and Hummel: J. Soc. Chem. hid., 13, 356 (1894). 

* J. Soc. Chem. Ind., IS, 222, 356 (1894). 

* Liechti and Hummel: J. Soc. Chem. Ind., 13, 224 (1894). 

® Ganswindt: ^‘Theorie und Praxis der modernen Farberei,’^ 2, 19 (1903). 

« Liechti and Hummel: J. Soc. Chem. Ind., 13, 223 (1894). 

^ Knecht, Rawson, and Lowenthal: “A Manual of Dyeing,*' 258 (1016). 

® ^‘Dyeing with Coal Tar Dyestuffs," 5Q (1919). 
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especially cotton yarns, has been found. ^ The most satisfactory 
bath is the colloidal solution of hydrous chromic oxide in alkali, 
the so-called alkali chromate bath.^ This cannot be used for 
yams on account of the caustic action on the hands of the work¬ 
men; nor can it be used on oiled material, since the oil would 
be stripped from the fiber. A bath of chromic acetate is fairly 
successful, as the acetic acid may be removed by heating. 

Iron Mordants 

Mordanting of Wool. —At one time, ferrous sulfate was widely 
used for mordanting wool; but it has been largely replaced by 
chrome mordants. The iron mordant is still of importance in 
dyeing logwood blacks, since the latter on chrome mordant are 
likely to turn green on exposure to light. Moreover, it is claimed 
that cloth mordanted with copperas posesses a kinder and 
softer handle than cloth mordanted with chrome. In general, 
iron mordants tend to sadden or darken the shade of most 
dyes, and they are, therefore, used chiefly for dark colors, espe¬ 
cially browns and blacks. 

A copperas black may be obtained either by mordanting 
before dyeing or mordanting after dyeing. The latter process, 
which is usually employed, consists essentially in boiling the wool 
in a decoction of dye woods for a time and then adding copperas 
directly to the bath. When the fiber is mordanted before dyeing, 
it is necessary to add comparatively large quantities of tartar or 
oxalic acid to prevent unequal precipitation of the oxide of iron 
on the fiber. Before placing the mordanted cloth in the dye 
bath, better results are obtained by allowing it to lie for several 
hours in the air, whereby hydrous ferrous oxide is oxidized more 
or less completely to the ferric state. From this, it would appear 
either that hydrous ferric oxide is a better adsorbent than fer¬ 
rous oxide or that the oxidation of the mordant following dyeing 
may have a detrimental effect on the final product. 

Mordanting of Silk, —Iron salts are quite extensively used in 
mordanting silk for dyeing black, especially with logwood. 
Alumina and tin mordants are of minor importance and chrome 

"Knecht, Rawson, and LOwenthal: Manual of Dyeing,” 252 

(1916). 

^Koeculin: Dinglers polyiech. 264, 132 (1884). 
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is seldom used as a mordant for logwood; nor is logwood used to 
produce any color on silk other than black. For the dyeing of 
silk, mordants are applied in sufficient amount not only to take 
up the dye but to add appreciably to the weight of the silk. 
Haw silks adsorb the hydrous oxide fairly strongly; but it is 
customary to impregnate the fiber with tannin before putting it 
in the iron bath which is usually ferrous acetate. By rep<mted 
treatment in the tannin and salt baths, the weight of the silk 
fiber may be increased as much as 400 per cent. If a ferric salt 
such as basic ferric sulfate is employed, the fiber is first mordanted 
with the hydrous oxide which is subsequently '‘fixed’’ in a tannin 
bath. 

While raw silk adsorbs and holds the hydrous iron oxides 
fairly strongly, boiled-off silk possesses but a slight adsorption 
capacity for the mordant. The latter is, therefore, dipiKxl in 
the iron liquor and subse<iuently put into a boiling soap solution 
containing olein soap and a little soda, which precipitates 
hydrous ferric oxide on the fiber in an aged condition. This 
operation may be repeated several times according to the amount 
of weighting desired. 

Mordanting of Cotton. —Cotton shows a much weaker adsorp¬ 
tion for hydrous ferric oxide than either wool or raw silk. It is, 
therefore, mordanted by a process similar to that employed with 
boiled-off silk, namely by saturating in a solution of basic ferric 
sulfate followed by treating with lime water or soda solution, 
which precipitates the hydrous oxide in the cloth. If ferrous 
sulfate is employed, the fiber is first mordanted with tannin, 
which adsorbs the hydrous oxide strongly; and any sulfate 
adsorbed is subsequently removed by washing with lime water. 
After mordanting, the adsorbed hydrous oxide is allowed to 
oxidize in the air before placing in the dye bath. 

Tin Mordants^ 

Mordanting of Wool. —Although wool is seldom mordanted 
with tin mordant, when this is done, the bath consists of stan¬ 
nous chloride in conjunction with oxalic acid or tartaric acid. 
Considerably more acid is said to be taken up from stannic salt 
baths than from stannous salt baths, which accounts for the use 

1C/. p. 210. 
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of the latter in practice. As in the case of alumina mordanting, 
tin salts nniuire the presence of an organic acid to prevent rapid 
and uneven deposition of the hydrous oxide on the fiber. Stan¬ 
nous tartrate and stannic tartrate alone are said to be unsatis¬ 
factory; but it is possible that the addition of an excess of either 
tartaric acid or oxalic would made a good mordanting bath if 
there were any point in avoiding the use of chloride. The 
hydrous oxide of tin is sometimes ''fixedwith alum. 

Mordanting and Weighting of Silk. —The most important use 
of tin salts in the dyeing industry is in the mordanting and weight¬ 
ing of silk.^ For this purpose, stannic chloride is the salt gener¬ 
ally employed. The cloth is first steeped in a solution of this 
salt, and after rinsing, is put into a bath of sodium phosphate 
and subsequently into one of sodium silicate. In order to give 
the silk the desired weight,^ the process must be repeated several 
times. 

If the silk is weighted excessively by the tin-phosphate-silicate 
process, serious faults may develop in the goods. Thus, heavily 
weighted silk frequently becomes quite tender when exposed 
even for a short time to direct sunlight.^ Moreover, reddish- 
colored tender spots often appear in pieces, after storing. Gne- 
hm, Roth, and Thomann'^ first attributed the formation of these 
tender spots to the action of perspiration; but this cannot be 
true, as unused goods frequently show the damaged spots. Sis¬ 
ley^ pointed out that the only constituent of perspiration which 
has an injurious effect is the salt; and Meister® showed that the 
deterioration of the silk is due to active chlorine produced by the 
catalytic action of copper which is always present in small quan¬ 
tities as a result of careless handling during spinning and weaving. 
As a preventive, Knecht^ suggest padding the goods in a very 
weak solution of ammonium thiocyanate; but this is not infal- 

^Heermann: J. Soc. Dijers ColouristSy 1903-1^06; Neuhaus: Knechti 
Rawson, and Lowenthars Manual of Dyeing,"' 279 (1916). 

® Gnehm and Baenzioer: J. Soc, Dyers ColouristSy 40 (1897). 

® Knbcht, Rawson, and Lowenthal: Manual of Dyeing,279 

(1916). 

^ J. Soc. Dyers Colourists, 256 (1902). 

J. Soc. Dyers Colourists, 276 (1902). 

Soc. Dyers Colourists, 192 (1905). 
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liblo. The use of thiourea and its salts has been patented for the 
same purpose.' 

Since silk adsorbs hydrous stannic oxide, leaving most of the 
hydrochloric acid in the bath, the latter becomes strongly acid 
by continued use. To keep the bath in good condition, stannic 
chloride must be replaced and the excess hydrochloric acid neu¬ 
tralized with ammonia from time to time. After the ammonium 
chloride content of the liquor becomes too high for satisfactory 
mordanting, a fresh bath must be employed. 

Mordanting of Cotton.—Stannic salts are sometimes used to 
mordant cotton; but on account of the usual weak adsorption of 
cotton for the hydrous oxides, the fiber must first be mordanted 
with tannin. When sodium stannate is used, the cloth is first 
impregnated with a solution of the salt and is then passed through 
a very dilute solution of sulfuric acid or of aluminum sulfate. 
Hydrous stannic oxide or, if an aluminum salt is employed, a 
mixture of the hydrous oxides of tin and aluminum are precipi¬ 
tated and constitute the mordant. 

Tannin 

Having considered the most important basic mordants, it 
seems advisable to point out the essential characteristics of a 
typical acid mordant. The class of substances known as the 
tannins, to which tannic acid belongs, is seldom employed in 
mordanting wool but finds its chief use in mordanting cotton 
and linen, in fixing^’ the hydrous oxide mordants on cotton, and 
in weighting silk with hydrous ferric oxide, as noted in an earlier 
paragraph. 

Both wool and cotton adsorb tannin from its colloidal solution 
in water, the amounts taken up varying continuously with the 
concentration of the sol, as shown by the curves in Fig. 25 con¬ 
structed from the data of Pelet-Jolivet* on the adsorption by 
wool and of Sanin^ on the adsorption by cotton. 

The adsorption of tannin by wool is not very marked, especially 
at ordinary temperatures; but it increases with the temperature; 

^ Soc. Dyers Colourists^ 51 (1907). 

* “Die Theorie des Farbeprozeeses,” 79 (1910). 

^KoUmdrZ.y 10,82 (1912), 
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on the other hand, the adsorption by cotton apparently decreases 
with increasing temperature of the bath.^ If mixed cotton goods 
containing wool are mordanted at ordinary temperature, the cot- 
tc3n only is mordanted to any appreciable extent. 

Since tannin is an acid mordant, one might expect the adsorp¬ 
tion to be reduced in alkaline solution and increased in acid 
solution. As a matter of fact, the adsorption of tannin is cut 
down almost to zero in the presence of alkali; and acetic acid 
increases the adsorption^ which, however, passes through a 


Cohccnkalion of Tannin, grams per 100 cc. in Mordlan+mg Co+fon 



Fio. 25.—Adsorption of tannin by wool and cotton. 

maximum at high concentration.^ Sulfuric acid, on the other 
hand, cuts down the adsorption, and hydrochloric acid has little 
effect. This behavior with different acids is probably due to 
the difference in the adsorption of the acids by cotton. We 
know, for example, that sulfuric acid is adsorbed by cotton more 
strongly than hydrochloric,^ which would account for the 
adsorption of tannin being cut down more by the former than by 
the latter. Different salts added to the bath all seem to increase 

^Knecht and Kershaw: Soc, Dyers Colourists^ 40 (1892); Gan- 

swtNDT: ^‘Theorie und Praxis der modernen Farberei,'^ 2, 216 (1903). 

*Knecht, Rawson, and LOwenthal: ** A Manual of Dyeing,” 1,188 
(1916). 

•ADreaper: “The Chemistry and Physics of Dyeing,” 161 (1906). 

^Leighton: /. Pkys. Chem,y 20, 188 (1916). 
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the adsorption of tannin, possibly because they decrease the 
stability of the sol. 

Although tannin is adsorbed quite strongly by cotton, it must 
be ‘‘fixed” on the fiber before the dyeing process. The best 
fixing agents are antimony salts; but salts of tin, aluminum, 
and iron are used in special cases. 

Fixin(; Acknts 

Whenever a mordant is not fixed sufficiently strongly by a fiber, 
it is necessary to add a so-called fixing agent to bring about the 
desired results. For example, sodium phosphate is used for 
fixing alumina and tin; sodium arsenate, soap, and tannin for 
iron; sodium silicate and tannin for chrome and tin; salts of 
antimony, tin, and aluminum for tannin; etc. In other words, 
arsenates, silicates, phosphates, fatty acid salts, and tannin are 
used as fixing agents for the basic or metallic mordants while the 
latter are used for fixing the acid mordants, tannin, and the fatty 
acid compounds. The question arises as to whether the fixing 
process consists in the formation of definite chemical compounds, 
such as antimony tannate, iron arsenate, tin phosphate, etc., 
as is generally assumed, or whether the fixed mordants are mix¬ 
tures of indefinite composition. The latter view seems much 
the more reasonable in the light of the evidence. For example, 
it is known that precipitated hydrous ferric oxide is peptized as a 
positive sol on washing and that tannin is peptized by water 
as a negative sol. If the two are brought in contact, there is 
mutual adsorption and each keeps the other from being peptized; 
in other words, there is a mutual “fixing.” The so-called iron 
tannates are not definite compounds. 

The case of the action between antimony salts and tannin has 
been studied by Sanin^ who believes there are at least three 
definite antimony tannates. These cannot be obtained pure; 
but at first, Sanin preferred to regard different products as 
mixtures of two or more antimony tannates rather than as sub¬ 
stances of continuously varying compostion. Later,^ he con¬ 
cluded that adsorption does occur when tannin and potassium 

iZ. Farbenrlnd., 9, 2, 17, 49 (1910). 

* Sanin: Kolloid-Z., 13, 305 (1913). 
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iintiinony tartrate arc mixed; but that tannates are formed 
during the technical procedure used in mordanting with tannin. 
While no one can question the possibility of forming a true anti¬ 
mony tannate under special conditions, it is altogether improbable 
that the varied conditions in technical practice are such as to 
yield a definite salt. 

Wislicenus and Mutte^ studied the action of tannin on fibrous 
alumina. The amount taken up was found to increase rapidly 
at first, with increasing concentration of the sol and then to 
reach an approximately constant value. This constant value is 
the limiting value of adsorption- for the particular alumina and 
does not indicate the formation of aluminum tannate. Had a 
different alumina been used, the saturation value would have 
been found at a different point. Von Schroder** showed that 
the taking up of tannin from solution in alcohol and from the 
aqueous sol is a typical adsorption phenomenon and no tannate is 
formed. 

It is a moot question whether the fixing of iron oxide or alumina 
by oil mordants is due to the formation of salts of fatty acids. 
Knecht^ says: 

The amount of iron which is taken up by the fiber depends less on 
the strength of the mordanting liquor than on the amount of oil that 
has already been fixed in the material; the oil attracts the oxide of iron 
with great energy, so that it is not readily stripjxid from the fiber even 
by comparatively concentrated sulfuric acid or hydrochloric acid. 

This behavior is more nearly what one would expect if the 
ferric oxide were adsorbed by the oil than if a ferric salt of a 
fatty acid were formed; but there is no proof either way.^ 

Turning to the fixing of metallic mordants by phosphates, 
silicates, etc., we know that compounds are not formed, in many 
cases. Thus, hydrous aluminum oxide adsorbs arsenic acid;® 

1 Kolloid-Z,, 2, 2d Supplement, XVIII (1008). 

* Schmidt: Z. physih. Chem.y 74, 699 (1910). 

® KoUoidchetn, Beihcfte, 1, 1 (1909). 

^ Knecht, Rawson, and LOwenthal: A Manual of Dyeing 2, 597 
(1916). 

Bancbopt: J. Phys. C/icm., 19, 50 (1915). 

®Lockemann and Paucke: Kolloid-Z.y 8, 273 (1911). 
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hydrous ferric oxide adsorl)s arsenious acid^ and arsenic acid; 
hydrous stannic oxide adsorbs phosphoric acid;- and beryllium 
oxide adsorbs arsenious acid.® In none of these cases is a definite 
compound formed; and it is probable that many more of the 
alleged phosphates, stannates, and silicates of the heavy metals 
are not obtained under ordinary conditions. However, this 
does not preclude the formation of definite compounds under 
special conditions. Thus, crystalline aluminum orthophosphate"^ 
results on treating a concentrated solution of sodium aluminate 
with an excess of phosphoric acid and heating in a sealed tube 
at 250° for several hours. 

It was claimed for a long time, that alizarin would dye alumina 
only in the presence of lime salts, the color on the mordanted 
cloth being attributed to a calcium aluminum alizarate.^ This is 
now known to be true only in case the hydrous oxide contains 
sulfate. Hydrous alumina prepared from aluminum acetate 
;takes up alizarin in the absence of calcium salts.® The purpose 
j of the calcium is not to fix the alumina to the fiber or the dye 
! to the mordant, but to remove sulfate, which cuts down the 
adsorption of the alizarin.^ 

^^CoLOR Lakes 

In the dyeing of mordanted cloth, the color is taken up chiefly 
by the mordant giving a color lake on the fiber. For a long 
time, all lakes were believed to be definite compounds between 
the metallic oxide and the dye. This view was questioned by 
Biltz and Utescher,®who investigated the behavior of alizarin with 
hydrous chromic oxide and hydrous ferric oxide. With the 
former, the amount of dye taken up increases continuously with 
increasing concentration of solution, giving no indication what¬ 
soever of the formation of a chromium alizarate. On the other 

1 BxhTz: Ber,, B7, 3138, 3151 (1904). 

* Mecklenburg: Z* phpsik, Chem., 74, 207 (1912). 

® Bleyer and MUlleb: Arch. Pharm.^ 261, 304 (1913). 

^ Db Schultbn: CompL rend., 98, 1853 (1884). 

®Liechti and Sum a: J. Soc, Chem. Ind., 6 , 525 (1886). 

« Davison; J. Phys. Chem., 17, 737 (1913). 

^ Bancroft: J. Phys. Chem., 18t 10 (1914). 

88 , 4143 (1905). 
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hand, with hydrous ferric oxide, tlien* is a rather marked increase 
in the amount of dye taken up with relatively small change in the 
concentration of the bath, leading Biltz to conclude that iron and 
alizarin combine in a definite ratio of 1 molecule of iron to 3 of 
alizarin.^ But since the amount of alizarin taken up by the 
iron oxide is so far in excess of that necessary to form alizarate, 
one is confronted by the necessity of assuming either that ali¬ 
zarate adsorbs the excess dye or that the whole phenomenon is 
a case of adsorption of dye by the hydrous oxide. 

If sodium alizarate reacts with hydrous ferric oxide to form a 
ferric alizarate, it must follow that sodium hydroxide will be 
liberated by the reaction; while if the sodium alizarate is adsorbed 
by the hydrous oxide, there should be no accumulation of alkali 
in the solution. Bull and Adams^ investigated the phenomenon 
quantitatively. It was necessary, first of all, to determine the 
adsorption of sodium hydroxide by hydrous ferric oxide, since 
ferric alizarate might form and still leave little alkali behind in 
case the latter were sufficiently strongly adsorbed by the excess 
oxide. Observations were then made on the amount of alkali 
remaining in solution on shaking the hydrous oxide with sodium 
alizarate prepared by dissolving resublimed alizarin in a very 
slight excess of the theoretical quantity of alkali. The relative 
quantities of dye and oxide were so chosen that practically com¬ 
plete adsorption of the dye occurred even at the highest concen¬ 
trations. The results are given in Tables XXIX and XXX and 
shown graphically in Hg. 26. , 


Table XXIX.— Adsorption of NaOH by Hydrous FE2O3 


N/10 NaOH at start, 
enhic centimeters 

A/10 NaOH at end, 
cubic centimeters 

AVIO NaOH adsorbed, 
cubic centimeters 

1.20 

0.20 

1.00 

2.40 

0.56 

1.84 

3.60 

1.07 

2.53 

4.80 

1.52 

3.28 

6.00 

2.13 

3.87 


? also Liechte and Suida: J, Soc. Che?n. Ind.y 6, 623 (1886). 
* J. Pkys. Chem,, 26, 660 (1921). 
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Tablk XXX.— Adsorption of Sodium Aliz.\rate dy Hydrous FeuOs 


Sodiutn filiz{irat(‘ 
solution, 

cubi(^ continK'tprs 


T). 00 
10.00 
ir).(X) 
20 00 
2d . 00 


AVIO NaOII 
(*<]iiivnl(‘nt to 
tli(' alizaniti^, 
cubic contiinctors 

1.25 
2.50 
a. 75 
5.00 
0.25 


A710 NaOII 

in bath, 

cubic ccntimotors 


0.15 
0 25 

o.:io 

o.:i5 

o.:i5 


A710 NaOII 

ndsorbcd, 
cubic centirnt'tors 


1.10 
2.25 
;i.45 
4.05 
5.00 


If ferric alizarate were fonnod, alkali woukl be liberated as 
given in column 2 of Table XXX. Much smaller (luantities of 
this arc found, and there is also much less sodium hydroxide 
present in the baths than would be found if the calculated amount 



Fig. 20. —Adsorption by hydrous ferric oxide. 


of alkali were formed arid subsequently adsorbed by the ferric 
oxide as shown in Table XXIX. The small quantities of alkali 
recorded in column 3 of Table XXX are due to hydrolysis of the 
adsorbed sodium alizarate, producing in solution the amounts of 
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alkali shown, while the insoluble alizarin remains on the fiber. 
The first two values are lower than the hj^drolysis value because 
the amount of hydrolysis will be determined to some extent by 
the intensity of adsorption. Further experiments were carried 
out, which eliminated the possibility that the adsorption of alkali 
was increased by the presence of sodium alizarate. In the 
light of th(^se observations and the continuous curve obtained 
by Biltz, it seems altogether probable that the iron-alizarin lake 
is an adsorption complex and not ferric alizarate. 

Liechti^ claims that a definite aluminum alizarate is obtained 
when hydrous aluminum oxide and sodium or ammonium aliza- 
ratc are brought together. This claim was found to be altogether 
without foundation by Williamson-' who investigated the matter 
in much the same way as Bull and Adams did the iron-alizarin 
lakes. 

Marker and Gordon^ studied the influence of hydrogen ion 
concentration on the amount of the basic d^^es, crystal violet, 
and methylene blue, and the acid dyes, orange II, and metanyl 
yellow, taken up by hydrous ferric oxide, alumina, and silica. 
The different hydrogen ion concentrations were obtained by 
the addition of sulfuric acid or sodium hydroxide. Some data 
are given in Tables XXXI and XXXIL In all cases, it will be 
seen that the amount of dye taken up increases with increasing 
pH for basic dyes and decreases with increasing pH for acid dyes. 
Throughout the range investigated, the pH-adsorption curves 
appear continuous for the adsorption of crystal violet and metanyl 
yellow by alumina and of crystal violet for ferric oxide. On 
the other hand, the amount of methylene blue taken up increases 
greatly between pH = 11 and 12, and the same is true for orange 
II between pH = 3.2 and 2.3; so that these curves are drawn 
with a sharp break at approximately pH = 11 and pH = 3.2, 
respectively. Since crystalline salts of a number of metals, 
including iron and aluminum, can be obtained by the action of 
the sulfonic acid, orange II, on the respective oxides, it is con¬ 
cluded that the breaks in the pH adsorption curves show the 
lakes investigated to be definite compounds. While certain ones 

^ 1/. Soc, Chem, Ind,, 4, 587 (1885); 6, 523 (1886). 

* * /. PhyB. Chem.y 28, 891 (1924), 

V. Ind, Eng. Cham., 16, 1186 (1924); 16, 818 (1923). 
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Table XXXI.— Adsorption of Dyes by Hydrous Ferric Oxide 
(Adsorption in milligrams dye per gram of gel) 


Bfisic dyes 

Acid dyes 

Methylene blue 

Crystal violet 

Orange 11 

Mctanyl yellow 

pH 

Adsorp¬ 

tion 

pH 

Adsorp¬ 

tion 

pH 

Adsorp¬ 

tion 

pH 

Adsorp¬ 

tion 

1.96 

27.6 

2 .0() 

23.2 

2.30 

429.0 

1.92 

361.0 

2.33 

29.0 

2.94 

33.0 

3.20 

75.0 

2.30 

340.0 

5.95 

30.0 

5.02 

42.3 

5 27 

70.0 

3.38 

255.0 

9.85 

32.1 

9.01 

50.6 

10.14 

52.0 

7.46 

211.0 

11.12 

33.8 

10.95 

56.1 

11.02 

50.0 

11.60 

80.7 

12.00 

131.0 








Table XXXll.— Adsorption of Dyes by Hydrous Alumina 


(Adsorption in milligrams dye per grain of gel) 


Basic dyes 

Acid dyes 

Methylene blue 

Crystal violet 

1 

Orange 11 

Metanyl yellow 

pH , 

Adsorp¬ 

tion 

pH 

Adsorp¬ 

tion 

pH 

1 

Adsorp¬ 

tion 

pH 

Adsorp¬ 

tion 

1.96 

65.6 

l.,50 

3.0 

2.30 

452.0 

1.92 

703.0 

2.23 

66.1 

5.44 

8.0 

3.20 

186.0 

2.30 

460.0 

5.95 

67.5 

9.18 

45,0 

5.27 

179.0 

7.46 

276.0 

9.85 

77.0 

10.70 

282.0 

10.14 

162.0 i 

9.67 

226.0 

11.12 

82.7 

11.12 

413.0 

11.02 

136.0 

11.60 

115.0 

12.00 

279.0 




• 




of the lakes may be definite salts, I cannot see how this can be 
deduced from the adsorption data or the curves constructed 
therefrom. Consider the orange II lake with either alumina or 
ferric oxide: If the amount of dye taken up by a definite amount 
of oxide were independent of the concentration of the dye bath 
at a certain pH value, then the assumption that the lake is a 
definite salt might be justified. But the above data show only 
that a change in pH value from 5.2 to 3.2 causes a much smaller 
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increane in adsorption than a change in pH value from 3.2 to 2.3. 
If the e(iuilibriuin 

II- FcaOs 

NaX _— HX FeX^, 

(where X is the acid dye anion) exists as assumed by Marker and 
Gordon, there is nothing to indicate why the velocity to the right 
should proceed regularly with decreasing pH to a certain point, 
and then jump abruptly. Had the adsorption been determined 
at two or three points between pH = 3.2 and 2.3, it is probable 
that the adsorption curve would prove to be a continuous one 
with a sharp bend, instead of a broken one that has no apparent 
significance. It is possible that the marked increase in adsorp¬ 
tion above pll = 3.2 is due to the concentration of hydrogen ion 
being sufficiently great to cause some peptization of the Oxide 
on boiling for an hour. If the experiments were repeated with a 
freshly formed gel, I should expect the amount adsorbed for a 
given pH value to show considerable variation from the values 
obtained by Marker and Gordon. 

The effect of the concentration of dye on the amount taken up 
at various constant pH values should be investigated. Marker 
and Gordon determined the amounts of dyes left over on treating 
different concentrations of orange II with an excess of hydrous 
oxide at constant pH. They fail to give the important thing, 
namely, the constant pH value of the solution; but one is pretty 
safe in assuming that it was low, as all the dye anion was taken up 
except a constaoit small amount, the equilibrium concentration. 

For methylene blue to form a salt, hydrous ferric oxide must 
function as an acid. Until someone shows that a very weak base 
like that of methylene blue will react with ferric oxide to give a 
stable salt even under special conditions, there seems no ground 
for assuming that the iron-methylene blue lake as ordinarily 
obtained is ever a definite compound. Pelet-Jolivet^ showed 
that methylene blue is adsorbed by silica, the amount taken up 
depending upon the previous history of the hydrous oxide. 

That it is unsafe to assume a lake to be a true compound simply 
because the constituents in question can form a definite salt under 
special conditions is further emphasized by the work of Gilbert® 

**Die Theorie des Farbeprozesses,’^ 71, 205 (1910). 
a/. C/iem., 18, 586 (1914). 
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on the copper lakov«s of oosin. Cilbori preparecl a definite crystal¬ 
line copper eosinate; but, found it to be a dilTerent substance from 
the precipitate obtained by the interaction of copper sulfate and 
sodium eosinate. Although the precipitated lake has a fairly 
constant composition, it always contains an excess of copper 
when an excess of copper salt is employed. By shaking hydrous 
copper oxide with vaiying concentrations of an ether solution of 
eosin, a typical adsorption isotherm is obtained, showing no 
evidence of compound formation. The maximum amount of 
eosin adsorbed iind(‘r these conditions is only about one-tenth of 
that necessary to form copper eosinate. Starting with colloidal 
hydrous copper oxide and colloidal eosin acid, lakes were obtained 
varying in composition b(‘tween 2 molecules of coppeu* to 1 of 
eosin and 2 molecules of eosin to 1 of copper. All the lakes 
behave like the one in which copper and eosin are in equivalent 
quantities, and all can be carried into colloidal solution. In 
the presence of ether, small amounts of certain salts decompose 
the lakes. This is because the adsorption of the anions of the 
salts by hydrous copper f)xide is sufficiently great to displace the 
adsorl)ed eosin. The order of displacing power of the anions is 
the usual order of adsorption: S() 4 " > Br' > Cl' > NOs'. 

The taking up of crystal ponceau by wool mordanted with 
alum was shown by Pelet-Jolivet^ to be a clear case of adsorption 
when the process is carried out at room temperature; but at 90®, 
the amount taken up is practically independent of the concen¬ 
tration of the dye bath, when the latter contains more than 700 
milligrams per liter, the lowest concentration employed. It is 
probable that, in this instance, a definite aluminum salt of crystal 
ponceau is formed. Pelet-Jolivet prepared such a salt in crys¬ 
talline form. 

Bayliss® found that hydrous alumina adsorbs Congo red acid 
from its deep-blue colloidal solution in water. If this adsorption 
complex is washed, suspended in water, and heated, the color 
changes from blue to red. Since Congo red salts are red, Bayliss 
attributed this change in color to the formation of an aluminum 
salt. The experiments were extended to the precipitates obtained 
by mixing the negative sol of Congo red acid with the positive sols 

1 Theorie des Farbeprozesscs,'' 213 (1910). 

^Proc. Roy. Soc., 84/i, 881 (1911). 
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of the hydrous oxides of aluminum, zirconium, and thorium. 
The blue adsorption complex became red on heating in every 
(;ase, provided the hydrous oxide sols were dialyzed until practi¬ 
cally free from acid. A small amount of acid is sufficient to pre¬ 
vent the color change. Assuming that the color change is due 
to the formation of a Congo red salt, Bancroft^ fails to see why a 
trace of acid should prevent the change, provided there is an 
(excess of hydrous oxide with which the Congo red can react. 
Blucher and Farnau- attempt to get around this difficulty by 
assuming that hydrous alumina adsorbs and stabilizes the free 
red Congo acid which is instable in aqueous suspension. This 
raises the question why a trace of free mineral acid should prevent 
the adsorption and alleged stabilization of the red Congo acid. 
The whole phenomenon should be reinv(*stigated quantitatively, 
paying attention to the relative concentrations of both the posi¬ 
tive and negative sols and their res{)ective pi I values. In this 
connection it may be mentioned that Schaposchnikoff and Bogo- 
jawlenski® have isolated the metastable red Congo acid by allow¬ 
ing the pyridine salt to effloresce. 

Considering the acid mordant, tannin, for a moment, we find 
Dreaper"^ stating that magenta and tannic acid form a definite 
salt; but no proof is offered for the statement, and the admission 
is made that 100 parts of the alleged salt will take up at least 100 
parts of tannin when the latter is present in excess. Sanin^ 
likewise states that basic dyes form definite salts with tannin 
when the dyes are in excess; but when tannin is in excess, the 
latter is adsorbed. In no case is any proof of compound forma¬ 
tion presented except the fact that a formula for the alleged 
product can be written. 

In conclusion, one seems justified in saying that mordants 
function by adsorbing dyes in indefinite proportions depending 
on the conditions. In certain cases, definite salts may be formed, 
but these constitute the exceptions to the general rule. 

1 J, Pkys, Chem,, 19, 57 (1915). 

2 J. Phys. Chem., 18, 634 (1914). 

Russ. Phys.-Chem. Soc.^ 44, 1813 (1913). 

^ ‘*The Chemistry and Physics of Dyeing,” 244 (1906). 

*®Sanin: Z. Parhen-Ind., 10, 97 (1911). 
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WATER PURIFICATION 

All natural waters are contaminated to a greater or lesser 
degree by the materials with which they come in contact. Thus, 
waters from regions of old rocks like granite are relatively low in 
mineral content; while waters from regions of limestone are hard. 
Surface waters flowing through districts containing readily pep- 
tizable material like clay are more or less turbid, and those from 
swampy regions are highly colored. 

The purification of water on a large scale is carried out with 
one or more of the following objects in view: first, to render the 
supply safe and suitable for drinking; second, to reduce the 
amounts of mineral ingredients which are injurious to boilers; 
and third, to remove substances injurious to the machinery or 
the manufactured product in industrial processes. The col¬ 
loidal matter in surface waters consists of finely divided particles 
of clay, sand, organic coloring matter, and bacteria. Such 
material can usually be removed by agglomeration and filtering 
under suitable conditions. Undesirable dissolved substances 
such as the bicarbonates and sulfates of calcium and magnesium 
can be eliminated only by resorting to chemical precipitation. 
Many of the largest artificial water purification plants are 
operated solely to provide potable water without special atten¬ 
tion to its use for industrial purposes. In other instances, the 
water is not only rendered potable but is softened at the same 
time. A notable example of the latter is the purification plant 
at New Orleans where hard, colored, turbid, sewage-polluted 
water from the Mississippi River is rendered suitable for indus¬ 
trial as well as domestic consumption. 

The most important requirement in the purification of a 
municipal water supply is the elimination of bacteria, especially 
those causing disease, and the removal of turbidity; but a per¬ 
fectly acceptable drinking water is free from objectionable odor, 
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taste, and color. Small amounts of the mineral constituents 
commonly found in water are not objectionable, as a rule, but 
certain ones are highly undesirable. Thus, the presence of as 
little as 2 p.p.m. of iron renders the water unpalatable to some 
people and causes trouble by discoloring washbowls and tubs, 
and by producing rust stains on cloth. It is needless to say 
that drinking water must contain no more than a trace of salts 
of barium, copper, zinc, and lead, because of their poisonous 
character. Fortunately, the occurrence of harmful amounts of 
the latter salts in the ordinary water supply is quite rare, 

Filtration 

Surface water is rendered potable by filtration, sometimes 
accompanied by disinfection with ozone, chlorine, or hypochlorite 
which destroy disease-producing organisms, and by the addition 
of an algicide such as copper sulfate to kill organisms responsible 
for objectionable tastes or odors. Chemical treatment alone is 
not a substitute for purification by filtration, since it does not 
remove colloidal matter which causes turbidity and color, or 
dissolved organic matter which produces swampy tastes and 
odors. 

Two general types of filters are employed in purifying municipal 
water supplies: slow sand filters and mechanical filters. 

Slow Sand Filtration. —In slow sand filtration the water is 
caused to pass through a suitable layer of sand which removes 
the undesirable suspended matter. The method was inaugurated 
by Simpson in England in 1829 and is frequently referred to as 
the English system. The filter is a very large water basin con¬ 
taining filtering material 1.5 to 2 meters in thickness. The upper 
layer consists of fine sand approximately 1 meter in thickness 
supported on coarser sand, and this in turn, on a layer of graded 
gravel, the coarest material at the bottom. Drains are installed 
below the gravel to carry off the filtered water. 

The process of slow sand filtrations is about as follows: The 
raw water containing suspended material, together with colloidal 
clay, bacteria, microscopic plants, etc., is run into a sedimentation 
bhsin where part of the impurities settle out under the influence 
of gravity. The removal of microorganisms by the filter is not 
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very efficient until the surface layer of the sand becomes coated 
with a slimy protoplasmic deposit called the “schmutzdecke/' 
This protoplasmic filtering layer consists essentially of myriads 
of living forms—diatoms, fungi, blue and green alga), protozoa, 
and bacteria—together with silt, mud, and other colloidal 
matter. Although the greater part of the impurities are retained 
in the surface layer, thick filter beds have been found to be more 
efficient than thinner ones, indicating that each particle of sand 
contributes to the purification.^ Obviously, the rate at which the 
filtration is carried out has an important bearing on the effi¬ 
ciency of the process. In practice, from two to four million gal¬ 
lons of water per acre per day are rendered substantially free 
from suspended matter, including bacteria. When the proto¬ 
plasmic film has become clogged so that the rate of filtration is 
unduly retarded, the water is allowed to subside below the sur¬ 
face, about 12 i^ch of sand is scraped off, and the filtering 
resumed. The sand is used over again after washing free from 
impurities. 

The slow sand filter is suited to purification of waters contain¬ 
ing relatively small amounts of color, suspended matter, and 
animal pollution. This type of filter has been in use in Europe 
for years and has proved most efficient; on the other hand, but 
few American waters can be treated successfully and economically 
by this process. In some places where the slow sand filter has 
been adopted and has not proved entirely satisfactory, the 
normal biological action of the filter is supplemented by the use 
of coagulants, such as aluminum sulfate. The trivalent alum¬ 
inum ion causes agglomeration of the negatively charged col¬ 
loidal particles and hydrous aluminum oxide, which subsequently 
settles out, carries down with it a large portion of the impurities. 
Thus, at Washington, the Potomac River water is treated with 
aluminum sulfate before it enters the Georgetown reservoir, which 
acts as a sedimentation basin. After partial clarification by 
sedimentation, the water is conducted to the filter bed, where the 
undesirable impurities are further reduced. Clark^ suggests 
loading the sand with coagulant as a means of supplementing 

1 Piefke: Z. Hyf/., 7, 115, 170 (1889). 

V. Am. Water Works Assoc., 86, 385 (1922); Public Works, 68, 197 
(1922). . 
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the action of the .slow sand filter. From 75 to 225 tons of alum¬ 
inum sulfate per a(;re Jjavc been use<l in practice. 

Aeration, preferably by sprayinjz;, before* filtration brings about 
the precipitation of dissolved iron as hydrous ferric oxide. 
Objectionable odors and tastes are likewise best removed by 
aeration, either before or after filtration. 

Mechanical Filtration.—The method of rapid sand filtration 
was developed in America and is, therefore, referred to as the 
American system. The process is characteriz(Hl by the artificial 
formation of a surface filtering layer consisting essentially of 
hydrous aluminum or ferric oxide, b^^ the method of cleaning the 
filters, and by the rapid rate of filtration which may be as much 
as fifty times that in slow filters. The method is eminently 
suited to the treatment of turbid and highl}^ coior('(i wat(*rs, and is 
commonly used where softening as well as filtration is necessary. 
The pro(H'ss is .substantially as follows: The raw water passes 
through a meter wdiich measures tlie volume of water passing 
and at the same time regulates the rate of addition of coagulant 
to the flow of water. If the water is to be softened, it is next 
passed to a set of weirs where it is divided, one small fraction 
receiving the charge of lime and a second the requisite amount 
of soda ash. These portions are subseciuently mixed with the 
main body of water, which is then allowed to stand until the body 
of the precipitate settles out. The water is next conducted to 
the filters, which consist of concrete or wooden basins having a 
filtering area of 50 to 120 square meters. The top layer of a 
filter is of fine sand about 75 centimeters thick followed by a 30- 
centimeter layer of graded gravel, which rests on perforated 
brass strainers connected with the drain system. The small 
residual amount of suspended hydrous oxide quickly forms a 
filtering layer on the sand, which entrains the remaining impuri¬ 
ties. Usually after 8 to 12 hours' operation, the filters become 
clogged and must be washed. This is accomplished by forcing 
clean water up through the strainers, thus dislodging the impuri¬ 
ties which pass over the top of the filters with the wash water. 
Both gravity and pressure filters are in use, but the principle is 
the same in each. 

* The precipitate of hydrous alumina or ferric oxide adsorbs and 
entangles practically all suspended matter including bacteria; 
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but where the raw water has a very high bacterial count, it may 
be necessary to sterilize the water with chlorine, hypochlorite*, 
or ozone as an added precaution against transmitting such diseases 
as typhoid fever and Asiatic cholera. 

Flinn, Weston, and Bogert*^ summarize the applicability of 
slow sand and rapid sand filters, as follows: 

For a water having a turbidity^ less than 30 p.p.m.^ or a color^ less 
than 20 p.p.m., slow filters without coagulation give excellent results. 
For waters having a turbidity of more than 50 p.p.m. or a color of more 
than 30 p.p.m., mechanical filters give unquestionably better results. 
They not only produce an equally safe water but one of far better 
appearance. Between these extremes is a region where either the 
mechanical filter or the slow filter with coagulants may be used equally 
well. Under ordinary conditions, the latter is far more expensive than 
the former. 


The Action of Coacsulants 

When a coagulant such as aluminum sulfate is added to pol¬ 
luted water, several colloidal processes take place, most important 
of which are the neutralization of colloidal particles by adsorption 
of ions, followed by agglomeration; and the adsorptive action of 
the highly gelatinous aluminum oxide. The strongly adsorbed 
aluminum ion has a marked precipitating action on colloidal clay, 
bacteria, and coloring matter. Observations of the effect of 
multivalent cations on the sedimentation of clay and on the 
agglutination of bacteria date back to the pioneer work of 
Bodlander^ and Bechhold,® respectively. More recently, Saville^ 

^ ^‘Waterworks Handbook,734 (1918). 

® The standard of turbidity is a water which contains 100 p.p.m. of pre¬ 
cipitated fuller’s earth in such a state of fineness that a bright platinum 
wire 1 millimeter in diameter can just be seen when the center of the wire 
is 100 millimeters below the surface of the water and the eye of the observer 
is 1.2 meters above the wire. The turbidity of this standard water is 100. 

® Parts per million, 

^ The standard color solution, having a color of 500, contains 1.246 grams 
K2PtCle, 1 gram CoCb • 6H2O and 100 cubic centimeters of concentrated 
HCl in 1 liter. 

^Jahfher, Mineral.^ 2, 147 (1893). 

« Z. physik, Chem.y 48 , 385 (1904). 

^ J. New EngL Water Works Assoc., 81 , 78 (1917). 
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showed that the color taken up by water originating in swamps 
or peaty soils is due almost exclusively to negatively charged 
colloidal particles which are coagulated by the cations of the 
coagulant. Miller^ confirmed this result and demonstrated fur¬ 
ther that the decolorizing action on the so-called humic acid 
colors is due, for the most part, to the agglomerating action of 
aluminum ion, hydrous alumina alone playing an unimportant 
r61e in the process. The precipitating action of hydrogen ion 
on the negatively charged impurities is much less than that of 
aluminum ion of the same concentration.^ The high precipitat¬ 
ing power of sulfate ion neutralizes any positively charged 
colloids that may be present in the water; but the most important 
function of a multivalent negative ion is to prevent the formation 
of a positive sol of hydrous aluminum oxide. 

The highly gelatinous hydrous alumina which precipitates 
under suitable conditions adsorbs and entangles the finely divided 
impurities, leaving the water relatively clear and uncontaminated 
as it settles out. Because of the outstanding role of the hydrous 
oxide in the purification process, it is important to know what 
constitutes the most satisfactory floe and how the desired product 
may be obtained. Some waters contain sufficient iron to produce 
a good floe when lime or soda ash is added; others have normally 
sufficient alkali to precipitate hydrous alumina on the addition 
of aluminum sulfate; still others require the addition of both 
sulfate and alkali. If ferrous sulfate is added, lime must always 
be used to bring about satisfactory precipitation. In practice, 
the coagulant most used is commercial aluminum sulfate, com¬ 
monly called filter alum or alum. A great deal of empirical 
information regarding the use of coagulants has been collected; 
but the principles underlying their proper use have received but 
little attention until recent years. In this connection, the 
important work of Clark, Thierault, and Miller in the Hygienic 
Laboratory of the United States Public Health Service deserves 
special mention. 

Formation of Alumina Floe. —It is well known that hydrous 
aluminum oxide does not separate from an aluminum sulfate 
solution when the final solution is either too acid or too alkaline. 

1 U. S, Pvi), Health Repts,, 40 , 1472 (1925). 

^C/. Banerji: Irtdian J, Med. Reeearchj 11 , 695 (1924). 
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In other words, there is a comparatively narrow range of hydro¬ 
gen ion concentration in which a precipitate forms and the range 
of complete precipitation is still narrower. The ideal conditions 
should result in the rapid and complete formation of a floe that 
settles readily. 



Fig. 27.—Relation between time reciuircd for the appoamnee of floe in roIu- 
tions buffered at various pH values when the total salt eoneentration is con¬ 
stant and the alum concentration is varied: 1 = 400 p.p.ni.; 2 = 300 p.p.m.; 
3 = 200 p.p.rn.; 4 = 100 p.p.m. 


In any precipitation process, the highest rate of precipitation 
will result under otherwise constant conditions, when the highest 
concentration of separable material above the equilibrium con¬ 
centration is attained. In the present instance, the degree of 
eupersaturation of water with hydrous aluminum oxide can be 
varied either by increasing the total amount of aluminum sulfate 
added at a given final pH value or by varying the pH value with 
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a constant amount of aluminum sulfate. The maximum decree 
of supersaturation and rate of precij)itatiori of hydrous alumina 
under varying conditions was first studied by Tfiierault and 
Clark.^ The procedure was as follows: A definite volume of a 
solution of known composition was treated with varying amounts 
of aluminum sulfate in dilute solution. After rapid mixing, the 
liquid was poured into a lOO-cubic-ceiitimeter cylinder, and 
the time necessary for the first appearance of a floe was noted. 
The visibility of the fioc was increased by slight agitation of the 
cylinder. In Fig. 27 is given the time recjuired for the first 
appearance of a floe in solutions buffered at various pH values, 
when the total salt concentration is constant and the alum is 
varied. The concentration of aluminum sulfate in parts per 
million is 400, 300, 200, and 100 for curves 1, 2, 3, and 4, respec¬ 
tively. The optimum pH value for producing a floe in mini¬ 
mum time increases slightly as th(‘ concentration of alum 
decreases. In curves 1, 2, 3, and 4, it is at pH = 4.95, 5.10, 
5.25, and 5.40, respectively. With less than 100 p.p.rn. of 
aluminum sulfate, the optimum pH value is close to 5.5, which is 
significant since the amount used in practice is ordinarily con¬ 
siderably less than 100 p.p.rn. Moreover, as the concentration 
of aluminum sulfate decreases, the width of the curves decreases, 
the optimum zone, using 100 p.p.rn., being less than one pH unit. 

Attention is called to the fact that the floe which appears first 
in a series of experiments is always the best so far as the floccu- 
lent appearance is concerned. Also, the floe formed in mini¬ 
mum time is most abundant and settles most rapidly. 

The actual time required for the appearance of a fioc depends 
on the size of the vessel. This difference is quite marked, a 
precipitate forming within a minute in a large vessel and often 
requiring hours to become visible in a small one. Apparently 
this volume effect” is only the effect of the volume-surface 
ratio upon circulation, since mechanical circulation decreases 
the time required for the appearance of a floc.^ Gentle agitation 
was found to influence only the time of flocculation and not the 
amount of precipitate or the optimum pH value for maximum 
rate. 

^ U. S. Public Health Repts^^ 38 , 181 (1923). 

' 2 Cf, Hoover: /. Am. Water Works Assoc., 11 , 582 (1924). 



374 


THE HYDROUS OXIDES 


Since the two branches of the curve relating pH value to floccu¬ 
lation time, tend to become parallel, no Hoc is likely to appear for 
a very long time in laboratory vessels if the pH value is beyond 
the asymptote to either branch. Moreover, since the two 
branches come closer together the more dilute the solutions, 
the region in which a Hoc appears may be quite narrow for 
extremely dilute solutions. Thierault and Clark found that if 
a Hoc does not appear within a few hours with slight occasional 
agitation, it will not appear within a greatly reduced time with 
mechanical agitation. This indicates the necessity for rigid 
control of the final pH values under large volume conditions, in 
order to secure floe formation in a reasonable time from highly 
dilute aluminum sulfate solutions. 

The above method of determining the optimum conditions for 
a satisfactory floe was found to be applicable to natural waters 
containing carbonates. A slight but definite buffer action is 
obtained in the region of pH = 5.5 with aluminum sulfate and 
a hydroxide. At as low a pH value as this, the carbon dioxide 
of the air is not so effective in disturbing the equilibrium of dilute 
solutions as it is in such solutions nearer neutrality. Accordingly, 
it is possible to obtain mixtures of aluminum sulfate and calcium 
hydroxide having definite pH values in the range 4.6 to 6,0. 
Using M/500 calcium hydroxide without the use of supplemen¬ 
tary buffers and varying the amount of aluminum sulfate, the 
optimum pH value is between 5 and 6; with M/500 sodium 
hydroxide and varying amounts of aluminum sulfate, the best 
floe is obtained at pH = 5.2; and with constant amount of 
aluminum sulfate and varying amounts of alkali, the optimum 
value is about pH = 5.8. These observations would indicate 
that a hydrogen ion concentration between pH == 5 and 6 is 
best suited for the coagulation of aluminum sulfate even in 
natural waters. This proves to be approximately true in many 
cases but not in all, A minimum in residual alum in filter 
effluents under commercial conditions was found by Buswell 
and Edwards^ at pH = 6; by Baylis^ between pH «= 5.6 and 
7.0; and by Hatfield^ between pH = 5.8 and 7.5. The latter 

1 Chem. Met. Eng., 26 , 826 (1922). 

® J. Am. Water Works Assoc., 10, 365 (1923). 

Am. Water Works Assoc., 11, 554 (1924). 
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values are for Lake St. Clair water in which the maximum rale of 
flocculation is between pH = 0.1 and 0.3. Dallyn and Dela- 
porte^ found the optimum condition for coapjulation to be pH = 
5.5 and 0.5 for vsoft colored, and for clear Croat Lakes water, 
respectively; and Mum^ obtained the most favorable results with 
Triliwong River water at pH = 5.5 to 0. On the other hand, 
Hatfield® obtained most satisfactory results at Highland Park, 
Mich., when the pH value of the treated water was between 7.2 
and 7.3; and similar conditions exist in other places.^ Obviously, 
therefore, the hydrogen ion concentration most favorable for 
coagulation varies with the nature of the water. In this con¬ 
nection, the importance of research being carried out under the 
conditions which obtain in actual practice cannot be emphasized 
too strongly. Different waters present their individual problems 
which very frequently cannot be solved simply by referring to 
data obtained with pure chemicals. Some of the factors which 
influence the optimum hydrogen ion concentration for obtaining 
a good floe will be considered in order. 

The observations recorded in the preceding paragraphs were 
all carried out with aluminum sulfate. The range of hydrogen 
ion concentration over which flocculation occurs might be expected 
to vary with the nature of the anion. Thus, it will be recalled 
that colloidal hydrous alumina is formed by dialysis of a solution 
of aluminum chloride to which ammonium hydroxide is added 
short of precipitation; aluminum sulfate cannot be substituted 
for aluminum chloride on account of the strong precipitating 
action of sulfate ion. This is illustrated further by some 
observations of Miller® on the effect of various anions on the 
zone of precipitation of hydrous alumina. For example, 0.005 
M solutions of aluminum chloride and aluminum sulfate were 
treated with var>nng amounts of alkali, and after precipitation, 
the hydrogen ion concentration of the supernatant solution and 
the amount of aluminum in the precipitate were determined. 

^ Contract Record^ 37 , 343 (1923); c/. Catlett: J. Am. Water Works Assoc,^ 
11 , 887 (1924). 

* MededeeUBurgerlyken Geneeskund, Nederland-Indie^ Part 1, 27 (1925). 

»J. Ind. Eng, Chem., U, 1038 (1922). 

^Banerji: Indian J. Med. Research^ 11 , 695 (1924). 

« V. 8. Pub. Health Repts., 40 , 351 (1925). 
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deferring to Fig. 28, it will ho soon that with aluminum sulfato, 
practically comploto precipitation occurs hotwoon pli values of 
about 5.3 and 8.7;^ while with aluminum chloride, flocculation 
occurs only in the narrow range between pll = 7.8 and 8.6. It 
should be emphasized that these ranges represent zones of 
flocculation and not of insolubility. The insoluble hydrous oxide 
formed in the presence of chloride remains in colloidal solution 
throughout the lower pH values on account of the strong stabiliz¬ 
ing action of hydrogen ion and the weak precipitating power of 



Fig. 28 .—Zonos of hydroKon ion roncentration in whifh flocrulation occurs for 
alum and aluminum chloride. 


chloride ion. Similar observations were made by Miller with 
more dilute solutions approaching those used in the actual opera¬ 
tion of water purification. It is quite evident, therefore, that the 
nature and precipitating power of the anions present in solution 
are equal in importance to that of the hydrogen ion concentration 
in controlling the formation of a suitable precipitate of hydrous 
alumina. From the results of observations with various anions, 
Miller reports that sulfate yields a floe best suited to successful 
water clarification. The range of concentration over which 

Geeknfiei 4) and Bttswbll: J. Am, Chem, Soc.^M, 1435 (1^2), 
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precipitation occurs is broad and the floe is of good quality, rapid 
settling, and shows least tendency to become colloidally dispersed. 

Since the maximum rate of flocculation of pure aluminum sul¬ 
fate in dilute alkali is at pH = 5.5, Thierault and Clark suggest 
that this value may represent the isoelectric point^ of hydrous 
aluminum oxide. Hatfield*'* likewise refers to his values of 
pH = 6.1 to 6.3 as indicating the apparent'^ isoelectric point 
of the hydrous oxide. As a matter of fact, the zone of maximum 
rate of flocculation is of no significance whatsex^ver as a direct 
experimental method of determining tlic isoelectric point of 
hydrous alumina, since the zone can be varied at will by varying 
the anions present in solution. Miller confirmed Thierault 
and Clark's value of pH = 5.5 as the approximate point of 
maximum precipitation for aluminum sulfate; but the maximum 
is at pH = 8 for aluminum chloride. 

In addition to the effect of the negative ion content of natural 
waters, the presence of colloidal inorganic or organic matter, 
which may function as a protective colloid, will cause variation 
in the zone of hydrogen ion concentration in which flocculation 
occurs. Thus, colloidal silica^ prevents the formation of hydrous 
alumina under certain conditions; and sewage-polluted water 
requires more coagulant than an unpolluted water having the 
same turbidity and color. 

Instead of adding aluminum sulfate directly to water, Coxe'^ 
suggests adding a colloidal solution^ prepared by mixing 40 grams 
of crystalline aluminum sulfate in 80 cubic centimeters of water 
with 10 grams of sodium carbonate in 40 cubic centimeters of 
water. This sol is precipitated simply by dilution, and it is 
claimed to have certain advantages as a clarifying agent over 
aluminum sulfate and alkali added separately. Thus, clarifica¬ 
tion can be brought about without softening, if desired; and the 
carbon dioxide content of the water is not increased as a result 
of decomposition of aluminum sulfate in the water treated. 
The clearest advantage would appear to be in the very short time 

1C/. Heyrovsky; J. Chem, Soc., 117, 11, 695, 1013 (1920). 

® J. Am, Water Works Assoc., 11, 554 (1924). 

•Smith: J. Am. Chem, Soc., 42, 460 (1920). 

^Chem. Met. Eng., 29, 279 (1923). 

* Cy. Spencer: Chem. Age, 82, 31 (1924). 
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necessary for the formation of the floe, as compared with the 
usual process. On account of the low concentration of aluminum 
ion, the sol would probably be unsuited for treating waters con¬ 
taining large amounts of negatively charged coloring matter. 

In view of the importance of aluminum ion in the coagulation 
and removal of coloring matter, it would appear advantageous 
to treat highly colored waters at a low pH value where aluminum 
ions exist in solution as such, followed by increasing the pH 
value in order to precipitate all the aluminum. This is exactly 
what Norcom^ does with Cape Fear River water at Wilmington, 
N. C. The desired result is accomplished by connecting two 
sedimentation basins in series, treating the water with alum at 
a low pH value in the first basin, and increasing the pH value 
in the second basin by the addition of alkali. 

Finally, it may be said that successful water purification by 
alum depends on the presence of a certain minimum quantity 
of aluminum ion; the presence of an anion of high precipitating 
power, such as sulfate; and the proper adjustment of the hydrogen 
ion concentration.^ 

Composition of the Alumina Floe.—When aluminum sulfate is 
added to water, an equilibrium is sot up that may be represented 
by the following equation: 

Al2(S04)3 + xW = AI 2 O 3 • xJhO + 6 H* + 3 SO 4 " 

The addition of alkali displaces this reaction to the right, com¬ 
plete precipitation of the aluminum resulting when approxi¬ 
mately 2.t5 equivalents of hydroxyl to 1 of aluminum are added. 
Miller*’* determined the composition of the precipitate formed at 
various final pH values: Liter quantities of 0.005 M solution of 
potassium alum were added to varying quantities of sodium 
hydroxide. The pH values of the resulting solutions were 
determined, and the precipitates were analyzed for their alu¬ 
minum and sulfate content, after thorough washing. The results 
are given in Fig. 29. From the lowest pH value at which a pre¬ 
cipitate forms up to pH = 5.5, the composition of the precipitate 

1 J. Am, Water Works Aaeoc,, 11 , 97 (1924); c/. Millbb: t/. 8, Pub, 
Health Repte., 40 , 1479 (1925). 

2 MitLER: U, S. Pub, Health EepU., 40 , 805 (1925). 

»17. 8. Pub, Health Hepts,, 8$, 1995 (1928). 
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remains constant and may bo represented approximately by the 
formula 5 AI 2 O 3 • 3SO.h.^ Above pli = 5.5, which corresponds 
to 2.4 equivalents of alkali to 1 of aluminum, the sulfate content 
of the precipitate decreases gradually, becoming zero at pH = 9 
when exactly 3 equivalents of alkali to 1 of aluminum have been 
added. 

The constancy of composition of the precipitate thrown down 
below pH = 5.5 suggests that it may be a basic salt. This view 



Fio. 29. —(’ompoHitioii of the precipitate from alum at varjung hydrogen ion 

concentration. 


is rendered improbable by the ease with which the sulfate is 
displaced by washing the hydrous oxide containing sulfate, 
with solutions of negative ions of equal or greater valence.^ 
Dyes containing two or more acid groups such as the di-, tri», 
and tetrapotassium sulfonates of indigo likewise displace sulfate. 
From a study of the reciprocal displacement of oxalate and sul¬ 
fate ions, Miller^ suggests that the negative ions are in solid 

I Williamson: /. Phys. Chem„ 27 , 284 (1923); c/., however, Hopkins: 
J. Am, Water Works Assoc,, 12 , 425 (1924). 

* ®Chakriou: CompL rend,, 176 , 679, 1890 (1923). 

« t/. B. Pub, Health Repts,, 89, 1502 (1924). 
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solution in the hydrous oxide. This question was considered in 
an earlier chapter^ and the conclusion was reached that the carry¬ 
ing down of ions by hydrous alumina is an adsorption phenom¬ 
enon rather than a case of solid solution in which the ions form 
an integral part of the space lattice of the microcrystals. A 
possible explanation of the constancy of adsorption of sulfate 
ion below pH = 5.5 is that the adsorption of hydrogen ion by 
the hydrous oxide reaches the saturation value at approximately 
this point. If such be the case, the amount of sulfate ion which 
must be adsorbed to neutralize the adsorbed hydrogen ion will 
be constant below pH = 5.5. Above this value, the adsorption 
of hydrogen ion falls off, and there is a corresponding gradual 
decrease in the adsorption of sulfate until it becomes zero at 
pH = 9 and above. 

It will be recalled that Thierault and Clark obtained the best 
and most rapid flocculation in very dilute aluminum sulfate 
solutions near pH = 5.5, where the precipitation of aluminum 
first approaches completion on the addition of alkali and where 
the greatest proportion of sulfate is found in the precipitate. 
Miller likewise found the precipitate to be more dense, more 
rapid settling, more opaque, less gelatinous in appearance, and 
less voluminous in the more acid portion of the flocculation range 
than at the higher pH values. It would appear that the best floe 
for commercial water clarification should be sufficiently gelati¬ 
nous to adsorb and entangle all impurities but sufficiently dense 
to settle rapidly. 

The Ferric Oxide Floe.—Ferrous sulfate in conjunction with 
lime is a very good coagulant for turbid alkaline waters such as 
those of the Missouri and Ohio basins. If ferrous sulfate is 
added to such water, the action with calcium bicarbonate may be 
represented as follows: 

FeS04 + Ca(HC03)2 = Fe(HC03)2 + CaS04 

Ferrous bicarbonate oxidizes and precipitates too slowly for 
practical use, and so lime must be added which precipitates 
hydrous ferrous oxide thus: 

Fe(HCOs )2 + Ca(OH )2 + xHaO - FeO • ojHaO + Ca(HC 03)2 

1P. 127. 
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By adding sufficient lime, the calcium is also precipitated as 
carbonate. Hydrous ferrous oxide is slightly soluble; but it is 
oxidized by the oxygen dissolved in the water, giving hydrous 
ferric oxide, the coagulant desired. This oxide may be obtained 
directly from ferric sulfate but the latter salt is much more 
expensive than the ferrous salt. 

Hydrous ferric oxide forms a denser coagulum than hydrous 
alumina, and ferrous sulfate is considerably cheaper than alu¬ 
minum sulfate. On the other hand, ferrous sulfate must always 
be used in conjunction with lime and the mixture is not suitable 
for soft waters, because any surplus lime gives the water a caustic 
alkalinit 5 ^ Moreover, hydrous ferric oxide does not remove 
coloring matter so well as hydrous alumina and so is not suitable 
for clarification of waters which are high in color or which arc 
alternately turbid and colored. The failure of ferrous sulfate to 
remove coloring is probably due to the relatively low precipitating 
power of ferrous ion as compared with aluminum ion and the 
rapidity with which the former is removed from solution when 
used in conjunction with lime. 

Miller* extended the study of aluminum compounds to the 
corresponding compounds of iron and found the same factors 
which determine the optimum conditions for forming an alumina 
floe to apply equally to ferric oxide floe. The floe from ferric 
alum is precipitated almost completely near pH = 3, approxi¬ 
mately 2.5 pH units below the zone of maximum precipitation of 
hydrous alumina from sulfate solution. Like aluminum chloride, 
ferric chloride forms a sol at lower pH values, complete floccula¬ 
tion occurring at approximately pH = 5.0; but unlike alumina, 
hydrous ferric oxide is insoluble at higher pH values. The zone 
of precipitation of hydrous ferric oxide is, therefore, much wider 
than that of hydrous alumina, a circumstance which may be of 
distinct advantage under certain conditions. 

> V. S. Pvh. Health Repis., 40 , 1413 (1925). 
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CEMENT 

The term cement, as ordinarily used at the present time, refers 
to mortars which possess the property of hardening in water as 
well as in air. Reference has already been made to hydraulic 
cements in which magnesia or zinc oxide is the most important 
constituent, so that this chapter will deal for the most part, 
with what is known as Portland cement. 

Portland Ckment 

The need for a cementing material to bind sand and small 
stones together was recognized from the time man started to 
build. In some of their constructions, the Assyrians and Baby¬ 
lonians are known to have used moistened clay, which was 
probably the first cementing material ever used for building 
purposes. Such a binder is not sufficiently durable or hard for 
building massive constructions, and the next development appears 
to have been the discovery by the Egyptians of the cement now 
known as plaster of Paris, which was mixed with sand to make the 
mortar used in the construction of the Pyramids. The discovery 
that the application of heat to certain rock minerals, such as 
gypsum, would give a cementing substance was later employed 
by the Greeks in making lime from limestone or marble. The 
(Jreeks prepared some very satisfactory mortars by mixing lime 
with sand or with sand and volcanic earths known as pozzolana. 
The development of pozzolana mortars was brought to a high 
fetate of perfection by the Romans, as evidenced by many of 
their imposing structures which still exist. The so-called Roman 
or pozzolana cements were similar in many respects to the modem 
Portland cement. 

The art of cement making declined with the fall of Rome and 
was not revived until 1756 when John Smeaton discovered that a 
clayey limestone found in Cornwall would give an hydraulic 
lime, when burned* This product was mixed with poszolnua 
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to prepare the mortar used in constructing the Eddystone light¬ 
house. Because of the scarcity of pozzolana, which is found only 
in a few volcanic regions, subsequent investigations were carried 
out in an attempt to produce an artificial Roman cement. The 
invention of a satisfactory process is attributed to Joseph 
Aspdin of Leeds, who took out a patent in 1824 for making a 
cement by heating an intimate mixture of limestone and clay at 
the temperature ordinarily used in burning lime. To this 
product, Aspdin gave the name Portland cement, since its 
color, after hardening, was similar to that of Portland stone, a 
famous English building stone. Aspdin^s original cement was 
not what is now known as Portland cement, as the temperature 
of burning was not high enough; but a year later, in 1825, the 
importance of heating the mass to incipient fusion was recognized. 
From this beginning, a century ago, there has developed the 
modern Portland cement industry, the importance of which in 
our present-day civilization is difficult to overestimate. 

Formation.—Portland cement is produced by heating a mixture 
of compounds containing suitable amounts of aluminum, calcium, 
and silicon together with small amounts of iron and magnesium. 
In the early stages of the development of the industry, the method 
of procedure employed in making a satisfactory cement was 
determined by the method of trial and error. Now, it is known 
that certain definite compounds impart the desired properties to 
cement and that a uniform product made up of these compounds 
results only when the raw material containing calcium, aluminum, 
and silicon in rather definite proportions is ground to a fine powder 
and the intimate mixture heated to a minimum temperature. 

Typical raw materials employed in cement manufacture are 
limestone and clay, both of which are found in large deposits of 
uniform composition. In some places, there exist deposits of 
clayey limestone, called cement rock, containing all three of the 
essential constituents; but as a rule, either limestone or clay must 
be added to get the desired composition for good Portland cement. 
The alumina and silica are sometimes derived from blast-furnace 
slag and the calcium oxide from sea shells. From whatever 
source the material is obtained, the separate constituents are 
first mixed in the proper proportions and then thoroughly pul- 
verissed. If the raw materials are rocks, the grinding is commonly 
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carried out in the dry way. On the other hand, soft materials, 
such as marl and clayey mud which are gathered by dredging 
operations, are usually ground wet and are kept suspended until 
dried out in the kiln. 

The burning process is carried out in cylindrical kilns, 100 to 
300 feet in length and 6 to 12 feet in diameter, built of steel plates 
and lined with highly refractory material. The drums are held 
in a slightly inclined position by friction rollers and are rotated 
slowly. The process is continuous, the raw mix entering at one 
end of the kiln and the cement clinker leaving it at the other. 
The heat is derived from pulverized coal, fuel oil, or gas which is 
blown into the lower end. of the kiln by compressed air, giving 
a flame 30 to 40 feet in length. The time of passage through the 
kiln is from 1.5 to 2 hours, during which the raw material is 
subjected to a gradually increasing temperature that reaches a 
maximum of about 1425°. In the first stage of the burning proc¬ 
ess, the raw material is thoroughly dried; in the second stage, 
carbon dioxide and organic matter are driven off; and in the 
final stage, the alumina, silica, and lime react to form the cement 
clinker. The latter consists of partially sintered masses of 
particles from 0.5 to 6 centimeters in diameter. After adding a 
small amount of gypsum which regulates the rate of setting, the 
particles of clinker are ground to a fine powder which is the 
Portland cement of commerce. 

Composition.—The limits of composition within which cements 
of good quality usually fall are set down in Table XXXIII as 
given by Meade. ^ This, of course, gives only the percentage 
amount of the several components and does not indicate the 
nature of the compounds present. It will be seen that more 
than 90 per cent of the average Portland cement consists of 
calcium, aluminum, and silicon, referred to the oxides; hence, it is 
reasonable to suppose that its properties are due chiefly to 
compounds of these three constituents. As a matter of fact, 
Richardson® demonstrated that a good Portland cement can be 
prepared by starting with lime, silica, and alumina in a pure state. 

Many workers have been concerned with the constitution of 
Portland cement since Le Chatelier published the results of his 

1 ^‘Portland Cement(1925), 

^Cement, 6, 314 (1904). 
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Table XXXTII.— Composition of Portland Cement 


(3onstitu(int 

Limits of 
(H)m]X)sition, 
per (*,ent 

Avtaa^e 
composition, 
per cent 

Lime. 

GO 0 to 64.5 

62.0 

Silica. 

20.0 to 24.0 

22.0 

Alumina. 

5.0 to 9.0 

7.5 

Magru’sia. 

1.0 to 4.0 

2.5 

Iron oxide. 

2.0 t o 4.0 

2.5 

Sulfur trioxide. 

1.0 to 1.75 

1.5 


(classic investigations four decades ago.^ In most of the work, 
the evidence offered in support of the alleged reactions which 
take place during the burning process and of the compounds 
formed is not convincing, since the criteria used to define a 
compound were either indefinite or insufficient. The solution 
of many questions connected with the constitution and setting 
of Portland cement has been brought about by the thorough 
systematic investigations carried out in the Geophysical Labor¬ 
atory and the United States Bureau of Standards. Thus Rankin 
and Wright® made a complete phase-rule study of the ternary 
system Ca 0 -‘Al 203 ~Si 02 which necessitated the investigation 
of about 1000 different compositions and fully 7000 heat treat¬ 
ments and microscopical examinations. The results of these 
observations are summarized in the triangular concentration 
diagram shown in Fig. 30. In this diagram, the pure compo¬ 
nents are represented by the apices of the triangle; the binary 
mixtures, CaO-ALOa, Al 203 -Si 02 , and Si 02 -CaO, respectively, 
by points on the three sides; and ternary mixtures by points 
witliin the triangle. Each side of the triangle is divided into 100 
parts and all compositions are given as percentage weights of 
the components. The lines within the large triangle divide the 
latter into 14 small triangular spaces which enclose all possible 
mixtures of the three components whose compositions are repre¬ 
sented by the apices of the respective triangles. The com- 

^ ‘^Experimental Researches on the Constitution of Hydraulic Mortars 
41887), translated by Hall (1905). 

J. Sd,, (4) 39 , 1 (1915); Shepherd, Rankin, and Weight: J. 
Tml Eng, Chem,, 8, 211 (1911); Rankin: Ibid,, 7, 466 (1915). 
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pounds within each small triangle are represented by symbols 
in wliich C — Ca(\ A = AlaOs, and S = SiOa. Thus the 
compound ^CaO-I^AloOs is formulated: (^ 6 A 3 . 

Richardson finds that a good cement clinker can be made from 
mixtures of the three oxides in the proportion represented by the 
points at P in Fig. 30, Since all the points lie within the triangle 
whose apices are 3CaO • SiOa, 3CaO • AI 2 O 3 , and 2 CaO • Si 02 , 


5 



Fig. 30.—Diagram showing final products of crystallization of solutions of CaO, 

AI 2 O 3 and SiOz. 


it follows that a cement clinker made by burning the three pure 
components in this proportion until equilibrium is reached should 
consist of these three compounds only. If, however, equilib¬ 
rium were approached but not reached, there should be, in 
addition, only the compounds 5 CaO • 3AI2OS, and CaO, as these 
are the only other constituents present in the adjacent triangles. 
As will be shown subsequently, observations on eommerciid 
Portland cement clinker confirm these conclusions. 
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As a result of precise investigations of the conditions of forma¬ 
tion and the optical properties of each of the four compounds 
individually, Rankin ^ deduces the mode and order of their forma¬ 
tion in the burning of a cement clinker made up from the pure 
oxides. The first step in the process is the union of lime with 
the other components to give the readily formed compounds, 
oCaO • 3 AI 2 O 3 and 2 CaO • SiOo, probably in this order, since the 
melting point of the former is lower than the latter; subsequently, 
these compounds unite in part with more lime to give 3CaO - 
Si02 and 3Ca() • AI 2 O 3 . The formation of the last two compounds 
is a slow process in mixtures of their own composition but is 
hastened in the ternary mixtures b}^ the circumstance that a 
portion of the charge has already melted and acts as a flux or 
solvent. Since 3CaO • Si02 is the most important constituent 
in Portland cement, the necessity for burning at a high enough 
temperature to sinter the raw materials is readily understood. 
At a temperature somewhat above 1335°, the conversion of 
5CaO * 3 AI 2 O 3 to 3CaO • is complete and the important 

compound 3CaO • Si ()2 is forming rapidly. At 1475°, most of 
the lime has entered into combination but a complete melt is 
not obtained until around 1900°. The final products of crystalli¬ 
zation of this melt are: 3CaO • Si02, 2CaO * Si02 and 3CaO • - 
AI 2 O 3 . 

Investigations carried out on commercial Portland cements 
disclose that their composition is essentially the same as the 
clinker made from pure oxides. This is best illustrated by the 
data recorded in Table 34 for (l) pure cement; (2) a commercial 
white cement; and (3) the more common gray variety of com¬ 
mercial Portland cement. All three are made up largely of the 
same constituents. It is of interest that the optical character¬ 
istics of the essential compounds persist even when these com¬ 
pounds are formed in the presence of small amounts of magnesia, 
iron oxide, etc. The magnesia and alkalies are apparently taken 

U. Ind. Eng. Chem.y 7 , 466 (1915). 

® Noto: Campbell [J. Ind. Eng. Chem.j 9, 943 (1917)] claims that tri¬ 
calcium aluminate should be rc^garded either as a metastahle saturated solid 
solution of CaO in 5CaO * SAbOs or as 5CaO • 3 AI 2 O 8 with four molecules of 
QhO of crystallization rather than as a stable phase in the strict sense of the 
word. 
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up in solid solution by triqalcium aluminate and dicalcium sili¬ 
cate/ and the iron oxide combines with lime to give ferrite.*^ 
The minor constituents pday an important part in the burning 
of the cement clinker, since their presence results in the formation 
of a flux at a lower temp>erature, thereby hastening the combina¬ 
tion of lime with alumina and silica. This is evidenced by the 


T.\hlk XXXIV. —(Composition of Pohtland Cements^ 






Relative to 

Burning 


Type 

Actuul const itiK'nis 

content of 
CaO, AhO,r 

temper- 

ature, 

(Compounds in re¬ 
sulting cements 





SiO^ 

degre<‘,s 

• 



CaO 

68.4 

) 

(’aO 68.4 


2CaO ■ SiOa 

Pure. , ' 

1 

AUh 

8.0 

} 100.0 

AI2O3 8.0 

1660 

3CaO • SiOs 


1 

Si02 

23.0 

1 

SiO> 23 6 


3CaO • AhOa 



CaO 

66.2 

1 

GaO 67 9 


2C11O • SiOa 



AloOs 

6.4 

[ 07.6 

.41,0, 6.5 

1526 

3(.:aO • SiOa 

White. 


SiOo 

25.0; 

1 

.SiO, 25.6 


3CaO • Al20a 


MgO, 

PejOs, j 

1 



Small •amount of 



NaiO, 





CaO 



K2O 

and J 

1 2.4 






CaO 

63.2 1 


CaO 66.7 


2CaO • SiOa 



AI2O3 

7.7 

93.3 

Al-jOa 9.0 

* 1425 

3CaO • Si02 

Gray.. 


Si02 

22.4) 


SiO* 24.3 


3CaO • AhO* 


MgO, 

FosO., 1 




vSmall amounts of 



NasO, K2O, 

6.7 


1 

5CaO ‘ AI2O3, CaO, 



and SO3 j 




and ferrites 


^ Rankin: J . Ind . Eng . Chem ., 7, 466 (1915). 


data given in Table XXXIV. It should be pointed out, however, 
that the temperatures are not strictly comparable, since the 
reactions of the white and gray products are incomplete. In 
these cases, it is probable that the temperatures necessary for 
equilibrium would be somewhat higher than the values recorded. 

1 Rankin and Merwin; J. Am. Chem. Soc., S8, 568 (1916); cf. Klein and 
Phillips: Eighth IrU. Cong. Applied Chem., 6, 81 (1912). 

“SosMAN and Merwin: J. TFosfe. Acad. Sci., 6, 15 (1916); Campbell: 
J. Ind. Eng. Chem., 11,116 (1919). 
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Setting and Hardening.—When finely pulverized Portland 
ccincnt is mixed with water, a plastic mass resuJts which becomes 
solid in the course of a few hours. This process, which is called 
setting, is followed by a gradual increase in strength or hardening 
of the mass. While a good cement becomes very hard in the 
course of a few weeks, it may require years to attain its full 
strength. 

According to Le Chatelier,^ the setting and hardening of 
Portland cement consist in the dissolution in water of the anhy¬ 
drous silicates and aluminates, which subsequently become 
hydrated. Since the hydrates are less soluble than the anhy¬ 
drous salts, the solutions become supersaturated with respect to the 
former and deposit an entangling mass of needles, thereby giving 
the cement its characteristic hardness. This theory of the 
hardening process was not questioned until Michaelis^ recognized 
the formation not only of crystals but of a gel wliich increased 
gradually until it filled the interstices between the crystalline 
needles as well as those between the cement particles. The 
cementing gel was supposed to be calcium monosilicate and the 
crystals tricalcium aluminate and calcium hydroxide. Accord¬ 
ing to this hypothesis, the cement particles and crystals become 
embedded in a common sheath of gelatinous substance which 
imparts a degree of hardness that could not be attained by the 
felting of crystalline needles alone. 

More or less successful attempts were made to distinguish 
the various products of hydration of Portland cement by the 
use of organic dyes which stain colloidal and zeolitic minerals 
selectively.® Such experiments led BlumenthaP to conclude 
that crystalline monocalcium silicate and tricalcium aluminate 
are among the first products of hydration and that a gelatinous 
silicate forms subsequently. From this, he concludes that the 
setting is due to crystallization alone, the later hardening process 
consisting of the binding together of the crystals and the filling 
of the pores by means of a gel. 

^ ^‘Experimental Researches on the Constitution of Hydraulic Mortars” 
* (1887), translated by Hall (1905). 

» KolhidrZ,, 5, 9 (1909); 7, 320 (1910); Chem, Ztg., 17, 982 (1893). 

® Kkisbrmann: Kolloidchem. Beihefte, 1, 423 (1910). 

Z., 2, 43 (1914); Thesis, Jena (1912). 
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A systematic investigation of the setting and hardening process 
wiis possible only after the constitution of cement had been 
definitely established. Knowing that cement consists essentially 
of 3CaO • AI 2 O 3 , 3CaO • SiOu, and 2CaO * Si 02 , investigations 
were carried out by Klein, Phillips, and Bates^ in the U. S. 
Bureau of Standards to determine what happens when each of 
the constituents separately is brought in contact with water. 
The results of these and later observations are as follows: 

Tricalcium Aluminate. —When 3CaO • AI 2 O 3 is mixed with 
water, a gelatinous hydrous material is first formed which sets so 
rapidly that it is almost impossible to make test pieces. It 
never attains a tensile strength much beyond 100 pounds per 
square inch. When mixed with silicate, it affects the latter more 
markedly in the time of set than in the strength, tending to 
hasten the former and retard the latter. With the limited amount 
of water in cement pastes, it is converted into and remains a gel 
during the first 24 hours, at least.^ With more water, crystalliza¬ 
tion takes place fairly rapidly. Pulfrich and Linck**^ isolated 
crystals having the composition 3Ca() * AI2O3 • 7 H 2 (), which 
were claimed to be identical with those in cement. Duchez^ 
claims that all calcium aluminates in cement hydrate to 3CaO •- 
AI2O3 • 12 H 2 O. If lime aluminates of lower biisicity are present, 
a quantity of hydrous alumina is liberated which in turn combines 
with Ca(OH )2 from the hydrolysis of calcium silicates, forming 
the duodecahydrate. 

It is an interesting fact that 3CaO • AI2O3, the single aluminate 
present in Portland cement, is the only one that does not possess 
hydraulic properties.^ This is probably tecause the action of 
water on aluminates other than 3CaO • AI2O3 gives some 
hydrous 3CaO • AI2O3, which later crystallizes, and gelatinous 
alumina which is the real cementing agent in aluminous cements. 

Dicalcium Silicate. —The compound 2 CaO • Si 02 sets very 
slowly with water, and it is only after long intervals that sufficient 

^ Klein and Phillips: U, S. Bur, Standards^ Techn. Paper 43 (1914); 
Bates and Klein: Ibid.j 78 (1916). 

2 Bates: J. Am, Ceram, Soc., 2, 708 (1919). 

^ Kolloid-^Z., 34 , 117 (1924). 

^ Rock Products^ 27 , No. 18, 62 (1924). 

* Bates: J, Am, Ceram, Soc.j 1 , 679 0918); U. S, Bur, Standards^ Techn, 
Paper 197 (1921). 
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gelatinous material is produced to cement the granules of com¬ 
pound together into a solid mass. After 14 days, a test piece 
broke at less than 00 pounds per square inch; but at the end of a 
year, a sample developed a tensile strength of 600 pounds per 
square inch. The cementing material is hydrous monocalcium 
silicate,^ which, together with calcium hydroxide, is formed by 
the slow hydrolysis of the silicate. 

Tricalcium Silicate. —3CaO * Si02 is the only one of the three 
major constituents which reacts with water within a reasonable 
time to give a mass comparable to Portland cement in hardness 
and strength. The end products of the reaction are hydrous 
monocalcium silicate and calcium hydroxide, as in the case of 
dicalcium silicate; but unlike the latter, tricalcium silicate 
hydrolyzes very readily to give the essential binding gel and so is 
the most important constituent in Portland cement. 

Summary. —When water is added to a mixture of the three 
constituents as they occur in Portland cement, the initial set is 
due to the formation of a gel of tricalcium aluminate and possibly 
a small amount of monocalcium silicate. Pulfrich and Linck^ 
emphasized the importance of gel formation in the initial stage 
by showing that crystallization does not take place at the outset 
in the presence of the amount of water used in technical practice. 
Their observations were made in glycerin solutions in order to 
get the necessary dilution for microscopic examination; and the 
glycerin may have inhibited the crystallization. This, however, 
merely emphasizes the contention that setting is not necessarily 
occasioned by the formation of microscopically visible crystal 
needles. It is true, of course, that some crystallization takes 
place in time; but the only crystalline bodies which form ordina¬ 
rily® are calcium hydroxide^ and a crystalline hydrate derived 
from tricalcium aluminate, probably the duodecahydrate. 

Whereas the initial set results primarily from the formation of 
tricalcium aluminate gel, the subsequent fairly rapid increase in 

^ Michablis: Kolloid-Z,^ 5, 9 (1909); 7, 320 (1910); Duchez: Rock Prod¬ 
ucts, 27, 18, 62 (1924). 

^Kolloid^Z., 34, 117 (1924). 

® C/., however, Olasenapp: Zement, 11, 446 (1922); KOhl: Ibid., 13, 362, 
375 (1924.) 

* iCf, Baikov and Raoozinskii: J, Russ, Phys.’-Ckem. Soc,, 47, 761 (1916). 
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cohesive strength and hardness is due in large measure to the 
lilx'ration of hydrous inonocalcium silicate hy the hydrolysis 
of the tricalcium silicate and dicalciuni silicate. It is a pity 
that dicalcium silicate does not hydrolyze more rapidly, for it is 
formed at a lower temperature than tricalcium silicate, and yields 
ultimately a higher percentage of the important binding material, 
monocalcium silicate. 

As already noted, gypsum is added to cement clinker before 
grinding, in order to retard the time of set. The gj^psum may 
function by diminishing the solubility of tricalcium aluminate or 
by precipitating calcium sulfoaluminate,^ thus removing lime 
from solution which would otherwise be available for the forma¬ 
tion of tricalcium aluminate gel. 

Tippermann^ is of the opinion that the presence of gypsum 
serves two functions; it retards crystallization and aids the 
formation of colloids. This opinion is based on the observation 
that sulfate-free cements to which no gypsum is added, undergo 
rapid and extensive crystal formation, but no colloidal rnaU^rial 
is present at the end of a year. The addition of gypsum to such 
cements cuts down the rate of crystallization; but swelling, 
together with gel formation, takes place at once. Tippermann 
attributes the action of gypsum to the sulfate ion and not to 
calcium ion, since in the sulfate-free cement, the concentration of 
calcium ion varies from zero to saturated solution without gel 
formation entering in. These observations should be confirmed 
and extended. 

Since gypsum is softer than clinker, it is probable that the 
gypsum particles are ground considerably finer than the cement 
particles. It has been suggested that the more finely divided 
gypsum particles coat the coarser cement particles, thereby 
acting to some extent as a protecting film and so delaying the 
chemical process involved in setting.^ 

The addition of salts influences the time of set to a greater or 
lesser degree. Gadd^ reports the results of recent observations 
with a large number of compounds including the carbonate, 

^ kohl: ProL ver, D, P. C, E., 46, 98 (1922). 

^Zement, 13, 135, 147 (1924). 

3 Fink: J, Pkys. Chem,, 21, 32 (1917); Baiaos: 22, 216 (1918), 

* British Portland Cement Research Pamphlet 1 (1922). 
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nitrate, chloride, sulfate, borate, and hydroxide of sodium, 
ammonium, aluminum, zinc, cobalt, and chromium. Of the 
various compounds studied, the nitrates appear to have little 
effect on the rate of setting, whereas all the other compounds 
except gypsum and plaster of Paris accelerate the set. In view 
of the influence of electrolytes on jelly formation, Mt is not sur¬ 
prising to find that their presence has an effect on the rate of 
setting of cement.^ One would expect the addition of salts^ 
to have either a retarding or accelerating action, depending on 
whether they have a coagulating or stabilizing action on the 
colloids formed by the action of water on the cement particles. 

The addition to cement of calcium chloride or ^T^al ”"^ materi¬ 
ally accelerates the rate of hardening of Portland cement mix¬ 
tures. This is probably due to the precipitation of a calcium 
chloraluminate of the composition 3 CaO • AI2O3 • CaCl2- 
with an accompanying decrease in the pH value. This reduction 
in pH accelerates the hydrolysis of the silicates and so hastens the 
hardening process. Platzmann,® on the other hand, attributes 
the action mainly to the hygroscopicity of calcium chloride which, 
by absorption of moisture during the first few weeks, prevents 
the shrinking and cracking of the cement and protects it from 
too rapid a loss of moisture. 

CiJMENTs Related to Portland Cement 

Iron-Portland Cement.—A cement may be prepared in which 
iron is substituted for aluminum. It is manufactured in much 
the same way as ordinary Portland cement; and as in the latter, 
the chief hydraulic constituent is tricalcium silicate. The area 
occupied by cements rich in iron oxide in a triaxial diagram of 
the system lime-silica-iron oxide is in nearly the same position as 

* See p. 26. 

* Rohland: Kolloid-Z., 8, 251; 9, 21 (19H). 

* Cf. Bjsnson, Newhall, and Trempeh; J. Ind. Eng, Chem., 6,795 (1914). 

* A material resulting from the interaction of lime and calcium chloride in 
water. 

“Laptjma: *‘Le C'irnent,^’ 174 (1925); c/., however, KttHL and Ulrich: 
Zemerd, 14, 859, 880, 898 (1925); Gahsner: Chem. Ztg,, 48, 157 (1924). 

^^Zement, 10, 499 (1921); 11, 137 (1922); Chimic <& industrie, 7, 943 (1922); 
8 , 614 (1922). 
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that of Portland cement in the system lime-silica-alumina. ^ 
Iron-Portland cement with its lower lime content^ contracts more 
on setting than does Portland cement. The addition of calcium 
chloride to iron-Portland or blast-furnace cements causes them 
to swell, so that the natural shrinkage is counteracted or takes 
place only after a long time.* 

In Germany, up to 30 per cent of blast-furnace slag is added to 
Portland cement clinker giving what is called Eisen-Portland 
cement. This produces a superior product for sea-water con¬ 
struction, possibly because the added slag unites with any free 
lime, thereby preventing it from acting with the sea water to 
form calcium hydrosilicates'* or such compounds as magnesium 
hydroxide^ or calcium sulfoaluminate,® which are active in pro¬ 
ducing cracks. 

Aluminous Cement. —Cements in which the alumina content is 
equal to or greater than that of the silica content are known 
commercially as aluminous,'' 'Tused," or ^^electrofused" 
cements. They are produced by fusion, because calcium alurni- 
nates soften readily, and clinkering is very difiicult.’^ As pre¬ 
viously mentioned. Bates* found that all the alumina compounds 
in the lime-alumina-silica system possess hydraulic properties 
except 3Ca() • AI 2 O 3 . The compound 5CaO • 3 AI 2 O 3 sets very 
rapidly indeed; while both 3CaO • 5 AI 2 O 3 and CaO • AI2O3 set 
slowly but harden rapidly, developing great strength in 24 hours. 
Very good cements may be had with 55 to 75 per cent alumina in 
lime-alumina bums. Aluminous cements are manufactured 
extensively in France; but the chief drawback to their wide com¬ 
mercial use is the lack of a widely distributed supply of hydrous 
alumina and the consequent high cost of raw materials. 

1 Kto: Zement, 10, 361, 374 (1921). 

2 Campbell: J, Ivd, Eng, Chem., 11, 116 (1919). 

8 Guttmann: Zement, 9, 310, 429 (1920). 

< Cf. Gassner: Practical Questions Concerning Concrete in Sea Water, 
Zement, 14, Nos. 21 to 26 (1924). 

‘Lewis: Engineering, 109, 626 (1920); Gary: Mitt, Material-priifungsamU 
87, 12 (1919). 

« GrOn: Zement, 12, 297, 307, 317, 326 (1924). 

’ Bieb: Techn. 7noderne, 14, 508 (1922); Rev, mUal, 19, 769 (1922), 

* J, Am. Ceram, Soc., 1, 679 (1918); U, 8. Bur. Standards, Techn, Paper 
197 (1921); c/. Endell: Zement, 8 , 319, 334, 347 (1919). 



CEMENT 


395 


The setting and sul)sequont hardening of aluminous cements 
n^sult from the formation of tricalcium aluininatc gel and hydrous 
aluminad The early hardening is due to the relatively high rate 
of hydrolysis of the aluminates. Advantages claimed for 
aluminous cement over Portland cement are; the more rapid rate 
of hardening; greater strength; and the higher temperature 
developed on setting, usually sufficient to permit normal harden¬ 
ing even in severe weather.^ 

' KdiiL and Thcrinc: Zement, 13, 109, 243 (1924); Platzmann: Rock 
ProductH, 27, No. 19, 23 (1924). 

^ Gttehitte: Contract Record, 38, 1197 (1924); Anon.: Eng. News-Record, 
94, 320 (1925). 



CHAPTER XIX 


THE SOIL 

In his classic work on adsorption by the hydrous oxides, van 
Bemrnelen^ advances the idea that the inorganic colloids in the 
soil are similar in general nature to the gelatinous oxides. This 
idea has persisted, and according to Whitney:^ ‘Ht is now coming 
to be quite generally believed that the inorganic colloidal material 
of the soil is essentially the same as the artificial gels of silica, 
iron, and alumina, which have been prepared.^’ There are, 
however, a number of people*"^ who champion the view that a con¬ 
siderable portion of soil colloids consists of complex acid alumino¬ 
silicates rather than a mixture of the hydrous oxides. In any 
event, it would seem that a volume devoted to the hydrous 
oxides would be incomplete without some reference to the col¬ 
loidal matter of the soil. 

Composition of tuk Soil Colloid 

The colloidal matter of the soil is derived from both organic 
and mineral sources. The organic colloidal matter consists of 
the remains of animal and vegetable life, together with the soil 
bacteria and fungi. . In such organic soils as the so-called peats 
and mucks, the colloids are chiefly organic; but in most agricul¬ 
tural soils, the colloidal matter is of mineral origin, derived in 
large measure from the hydrolysis of silicates. 

It is difficult, if not impossible, to separate aU the colloidal 
matter from a soil. The earlier investigators merely rubbed up 
the soils with a considerable amount of water and estimated as 
colloidal matter the amount that remained suspended for a 

1 **Die Absorption/’ 114 (1910); Lander: Ber, Stai., 28, 265 (1879). 

* Bogue’s Colloidal Behavior,” 2, 468 (1924). 

3 Sharp: Univ, Calif. Publ. Agr. Sci,, 1, 291 (1916); Bradfield; Colloid 
Symposium Monograph, 1, 369 (1923); J. Am. Soc, Agron,, 17, 253 (1925); 
Truoo: Colloid Symposium Monograph, 8, 228 (1925), 
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given lengtih of time. Schlosing^ is of the opinion that the 
material which remains longest in suspension differs essentially 
from material which does not remain suspended so long and so 
estimates the colloid content of soils to be only 0.5 to 1.5 per 
cent.^ Hilgard’^ and Williams^ reported much higher percentages 
based on the amount of material that does not settle in a 24-hour 
period. Since the amount of soil that will remain suspended 
depends on the degree of peptization of a gel and the time of 
settling, methods of estimating the colloid content of soils based 
on such procedures^ are necesvsarily inaccurate. Other methods 
that have been employed are based on determination of the 
adsorption cai)acity of the soil for malachite green,^ water, and 
ammonia, (lile^ and his coworkers determine the adsorption 
capacity of a sample of soil and of the colloidal material extracted 
from the soil, and from these data, calculate the percentage 
colloidal matter. After correcting for the possible alteration in 
adsorptive capacity of the colloid produced by extraction, the 
fx^rcentages of colloidal matter indicated by adsorption of mala¬ 
chite green, water, and ammonia show fairly good agreement 
among themselves* and with the percentages estimated gravi- 
metrically and microscopically. As w^ould be expected, the 
colloidal content of different soils varies widely. Assuming that 
all particles less than 1/i in diameter are colloidal, the sandy 
soils contain but a few per cent of colloids; while the loam soils 
may contain 15 to 25 per cent, and the clays 40 to 50 and up to 
90 per cent colloidal matter. 

The method of procedure employed in the Bureau of Soils, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, for separating samples of 
colloids from the rest of the soils is essentially as follows: The 
soil is suspended in distilled water or in water containing enough 
ammonia to impart a pH of 7 to 8. After allowing to settle for 

1 CompL rend,, 70, 1345, 1870; 78, 1276; 79, 473 (1874). 

® C/. Ehrenberg: “Die Bodenkolloide,” Dresden, 99 (1922). 

» Am. J, Sci. Arts, (3) 106, 288, 333 (1873); ‘\Soils,” New York, 333 (1919). 

* Forsch. Gelricte Agrikuuur-Physik., 18, 225 (1895). 

® Scales and Marsh: J. Jnd. Eng. Chem., 14, 52 (1922). 

« Ashley: U. S. Oeol Survey Bull. 388, 65 (1909). 

’ OiLE, Middleton, Robinson, Fry, and Anderson: U. S. Dept. Agr. 
!ML 1193 (1924). 

« C/. Davis: J. Am. Soc. Agron., 17, 277 (1925). 
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18 hours, the turbid supernatant liquid is passed through a 
supercentrifuge where each particle is exposed to a force of 
approximately 17,000 gravity for 3 minutes. The colloid which 
passes through the supercentrifuge is collected on the outside of a 
Pasteur-Chamberlain filter by sucking off the water. The 
average diameter of the particles obtained by this procedure 
is 0.1 to 0.15/i, the largest being about 0.3^. The residue 
appears distinctly gelatinous and dries to a hard, horn-like mass. 

To give some idea of the composition of the soil colloids, there 
are given in Table XXXV the analyses of a number of such colloids 


TjVBLE XXXV,— CV>MPosiTi()N OF Soil (^)LLorD« 


Substance 

Soil type 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

! ^ 

8 

Si02. 

50.49 

50.13 

44.94 

4S.04 

42.40 

36.26 

31.30 

15 86 

TiOi . 

0.51 

0.46 

0,47 

0.65 

0.56 

0.65 

1.01 

3.54 

AI 2 O 3 . 

16.73 

21.70 

22.15 

25.19 

24.71 

32.85 

33.64 

34.38 

Fe203. 

10.77 

8.70 

8.91 

8.80 

15.27 

12.44 

11.66 

22.67 

MnO. 

0.121 

0,035 

0.126 

0.032 

0.138 

0.1 (iO 

0.070 

0.068 

CaO. 

2.36 

1.48 

1.12 

1.29 

1.18 I 

0.44 

0.56 

0.21 

MgO. 

5.32 

2.54 

1.95 

1.53 

2.59 

0.18 

0.78 

0.29 

K 2 O. 

2.24 

i 1.86 

! 2 07 

0.89 

2.39 

0.36 

1.71 

0.27 

Na20. 

0.54 

0.24 

0.19 

1 0.38 

0.51 

0.47 

0.58 

0,33 

PsO,. 

0.37 

0.69 

0.70 

0.14 

1 0.25 

0.36 

0.24 

0.26 

Organic matter. 

1.79 

3.83 

7.94 

4.52 

3.49 

4. 15 

1 6.33 

5.96 

Combined H 2 O, 

8.26 

8.73 

8.92 

9.23 

7.22 

12.73 

11.79 

15.63 


1. Fallon loam, soil, Nevada 5. Ontario loam, aubeoil, New York 

2. Sharkey clay, soil, Mississippi 6. Vega Baja clay loam, soil, Porto Rico 

3. Marshall silt loam, soil. New York 7. Cecil loamy fine sand, soil, Georgia 

4. Carrington loam, subsoil, Iowa 8, Aragon clay, deep subsoil, Costa Rica 

from widely different types of soils. This table was compiled 
from data obtained in the Bureau of Soils of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture.^ Although the composition of the colloids from 
different sources may show wide variation, these differences may 
be relatively small in soils from similar climatic regions.* Inves¬ 
tigations on a large number of representative soils disclosed 

^ Cf. Gile: Colloid Symposium Monograph^ 3, 218 (1925); Robinson and 
Holmes: tl, S, DepL Agr. Bull. 1311 (1924). 

* Bbadfibld: J. Am. Soc. Agron.^ 17, 253 (1925). 
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that tho composition of the colloids, as compared with that of 
the whole soil, was much higher in alumina, ferric oxide, organic 
matter, water, magnesia, phosphorus, and sulfur, and lower in 
silica. In the ageing process to which the soil is subjected, there 
appears to be a tendency either for the silica to be transformed 
into secondary quartz or to move below the soil layer, while iron 
oxide and alumina accumulate in the soil colloids. 

The colloidal mineral matter of soils appears to be formed by 
the action of water on hydrated silicates of igneous origin. 
Whitney^ believes the soil colloids are formed by the bombard¬ 
ment of soil particles by water molecules when the former are 
of the order of magnitude of 0.0001 millimeter in diameter; 
while Gordon- considers that the outer layer of all silicate parti¬ 
cles is constantly subjected to hydrolytic action. By these 
weathering influences, there are formed the insoluble hydrous 
oxides of iron, aluminum, and silicon, and the soluble salts of 
sodium, potassium, calcium, and magnesium, which are adsorbed 
in part by the hydrous oxide gels. There appears to be no con¬ 
clusive evidence as to whether the hydrous oxides remain as such 
in the soil, retaining more or less of the adsorbed soluble constitu¬ 
ents, or whether in the course of time there arc formed complex 
aluminosilicates of definite composition. On account of the 
variability in the proportion of alumina to silica, it is obvious 
that no one fixed proportion would account for all the alumina or 
all the silica in every colloid. It is necessary, therefore, either to 
postulate the existence of several complex silicates or to assume 
that a portion of the hydrous oxides remain as such. Until 
the question is definitely settled, I subscribe to the simpler 
assumption that the inorganic soil colloids consist essentially of 
variable amounts of the hydrous oxides of iron, alumina, and 
silica with varying amounts of adsorbed salts. For the most 
part, the so-called aluminosilicates are adsorytion complexes of 
indefinite composition, formed by the mutual precipitation of 
negatively charged hydrous silica and positively charged hydrous 
alumina. It is probable that the organic material and the 

1 Science, 64, 656 (1921). 

2 Scmicc, 66, 676 (1922). 

® EnHENBERe: Z. anyeiv, Chern., 41, 2122 (1908); Wieoner: Kolloidchem, 
J^eifiefte, 2, 238 (1910); Fonoii aud Schoenfeld: Kolloidchmn. Beihefte, 

i (1924). 
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hydrous silica keep the colloidal soil material in a dispersible state. 
As Gile^ put it: “In most soils, colloidal material has probably 
persisted several thousand years, undergoing some changes, but 
remaining nevertheless a dispersible colloid. The experiment 
will never be performed; so it is safe to predict that pure inorganic 
gels would not preserve their characteristics over the same period 
of tirne.^’ Bradfield^ points out that mixtures of artificial 
colloids having the same composition as colloids found in the soil 
do not have the same properties as the soil colloids. This, in 
itself, offers no ])roof that the soil colloids do not consist essen¬ 
tially of the hydrous oxides of iron, aluminum, and silicon together 
with colloidal organic matter and adsorbed salts. It would 
seem impossible to prepare a synthetic soil that even approaches 
the properties of a true soil until one can duplicate very closely 
the conditions of formation of the hydrous oxides and the influence 
of salts, organic matter, and other soil conditions which enter 
into soil formation. 

The organic colloids introduced into the soil in the form of 
plant and animal residues are subjected to the action of bacteria 
and other lower forms of life which cause porfound changes. 
Under aerobic conditions, that is, under conditions of good 
aeration such as exist in cultivated soils, the organic matter is 
oxidized fairly completely, giving water and carbon dioxide and 
the phosphates, carbonates, nitrates, and sulfates of sodium, 
potassium, calcium, and magnesium which are made available 
for new plant growth. On the other hand, under anaerobic 
conditions such as obtain in poorly drained and hence poorly 
aerated marshes and swamps, a part of the organic matter is 
decompsoed with the formation of a colloidal substance known 
as humic acid or humus. This product is a dark, waxy mixture 
of many complex compounds.^ 

The so-called humic acids are formed also in drained prairie 
soils which are covered with a dense growth of grass. The sod 
provides what amounts to partial anaerobic conditions by pre¬ 
venting rapid aeration, so that dead roots, stems, and leaves of 
grass are in part converted into humic acid. In the presence of 

^ Colloid. Symposium Monograph^ 3, 227 (1925). 

* Missouri Agr. Exp. Sta.j Res. Bull. 60 (1923). 

®ScHREiNEB and Shokey: U. S. Bur. Soils Bull. 74 (1910). 



THE SOIL 


401 


considerable calcium, the organic matter may be quite black. 
The dark color of prairie soils is jjrobably due to a coating of 
the black organic substance on the particles of mineral matter. 
After the humus substance is once formed, it resists decomposi¬ 
tion when exposed to aerobic conditions, as evidenced by the 
fact that the cultivation of black prairie land for many years 
does not cause it to lose its black color. 

The bacteria and other living organisms constitute a very 
important part of the colloidal matter of the soil; but they repre¬ 
sent a very minute proportion of the total weight. 

Relation between Properties and Composition of Soil 

Colloids 

Although colloidal soil material contains a number of constitu¬ 
ents in variable proportions, the three major constituents in the 
colloids from soil other than jieat soils are silica, alumina, and 
ferric oxide. As a result of investigations carried out in the 
U. S. Bureau of Soils,^ it has been demonstrated that the prop¬ 
erties of soil colloids vary fairly regularly with the contents of 
the major constituents as expressed by the molecular ratio of 
silica to alumina plus ferric oxide. This is well illustrated in 
Table XXXVI, compiled by Anderson and Mattson. ^ In this 
table, a series of colloids extracted from different soils is arranged 
in ascending order of the molecular ratio, silica to alumina plus 
ferric oxjde. In columns 3 and 4, respectively, are given the 
heats of wetting in calories per gram of colloid and the amounts 
of ammonia gas adsorbed per gram of colloid. In columns 4, 5, 
and 6, the data of 2, 3, and 4 are expressed relatively, in order to 
make the relationships more apparent and to bring out individual 
exceptions. The evidence indicates that the correlation between 
heat of wetting and ammonia adsorption will hold fairly well 
for practically all soil colloids,^ whereas the relationship between 
the molecular ratio of silica to alumina plus ferric oxide and the 

^Anderson: J, Agr, Research^ 28, 927 (1924); Gile, et aL: U. S, Dept 
Agr. BuU. 1193 (1924); Robinson and Holmes: U. S. Dept Agr. Bull. 
1131 (1924). 

Science, 62, 114 (1925). 

Boirroucos: Soil Science, 16, 320 (1924). 
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Table XXXVI. —Relation between (ajmbokition and Ruopekties of 

Soil (a)LLoidb 



Actual values for 

Helativi 

' values for 

Source of 
colloidal material 

SiOa 

Heat of 
w'ctting, 
(ailories 

NH.-iad- 

Bfjrbed, 

grains 

Sit >2 

Heat of 

NH,.ad- 


Al2()a 4- Fe-2()s j 

AI 9 O 3 +- 

wetting 

sorbed 

Cecil subsoil. 

1.20 

4.5 

0 0192 

0 

0 

3 

Cecil soil. 

1.34 

6.2 

0 0230 

7 

13 

12 

Chester soil. 

1.77 

7.2 

0.0293 

28 

21 

26 

Norfolk subsoil. . . 

1.84 

6.0 

0.0295 

32 

11 

27 

Huntington soil.. . 

1.86 

8.3 

0 0319 

33 

29 

32 

Sassafras subsoil.. 

1.89 

9.8 

0.0340 

31 

40 

37 

Hagerstown sub¬ 
soil . 

1.89 

7.9 

0.0299 

34 

26 

28 

Susquehanna sub¬ 
soil . 

1.98 

5.3 

0.0177 

40 


0 

Miami subsoil. . . . 

2.60 

11.8 

0.035S 

72 

50 

41 

Marshall soil. 

2.82 

I 14.2 

0.0536 

80 

74 I 

82 

Stockton soil. 

2.85 

I 16.3 

0 0617 

81 

90 

1(X) 

Wabash soil. 

3.16 

17 6 

0 0614 

97 

1 (X) 

99 

Sharkey soil. 

3.23 

16.3 

0 0609 

100 

90 

98 


heat of wetting or ammonia adsorption is subject to some marked 
exceptions. Thus, the Susquehanna subsoil shows good agree¬ 
ment between heat of wetting and ammonia adsorption, and poor 
agreement between silica ratio and either heat of wetting or 
ammonia adsorption. 

A fairly good correlation has also been found ^ to exist between 
Si02 1 CaO Na20 


the ratio 


AI2O3 + Fe203 


and the ratio 


AI2O3 + FeiOi 


for a 


series of soils. It thus appears that chemical constitutents other 
than those which enter into the silica ratio correlate with the 
properties of the soil colloids. As an example, some properties 
appear to be closely related to the percentage of calcium or to 
the total exchangeable monovalent and bivalent bases. 

Such information as contained in Table XXXVI on the rela¬ 
tionship between composition and properties of the soil colloids is 
of practical value in enabling one to predict qualitatively the 
general behavior of the colloids without making complete chem¬ 
ical analyses or extensive physical tests.^ 


» Robinson and Holmes: U, S, Dept. Agr, Bull 1311 (1924). 
* Cf, Andeeson and Mattson: Science, 62, 114 (1925). 
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The Role of the Soil Colloids 

Adsorption of Salts, —On accuont of the high specific surface 
of the colloidal material in the soil, it is the colloids chiefly which 
adsorb certain mineral constituents, especially the so-called 
plant foods, and yield them up to growing plants as required. 
This is illustrated by some observations of Cordon^ on the adsorp¬ 
tion of calcium acid phosphate by the hydrous oxides of silicon, 
iron, and aluminum, Table XXXVII. Sulfate and nitrate are 
also adsorbed, but less strongly than phosphate. Since the 


Table XXXVIl.— Adsohption of Calcium Acid Phosphate by Hydrous 

Oxides 


Conoi'iitrutioii of 
solution 

MilliKraiiiK Ca iidKorbed per gram 
of gol 

MilligrarnH PO 4 adsorbed per gram 
of gel 

Silica 

Alumina 

Ferric 

oxide 

Silica 

Alumina 

Ferric 

oxide 

A/10. 

0.12 

84.9 

121.4 

0.08 

010.2 

1)09.9 

A/20. 

0.12 

51.4 

83.3 

0 04 

393.4 

421.6 

A/40. 

0.11 

32.7 

54.5 

0.01 

272.0 

260.6 


amount adsorbed is in equilibrium with a solution of certain 
concentration, leaching with water should remove a portion of 
the adsorbed salt. Gordon finds that 40,000 cubic centimeters of 
water must be passed through the gel before the filtrate fails to 
give a test for phosphate. By this procedure, most of the 
adsorbed salt is leached out from the particular sample of silica; 
but the alumina and ferric oxide still retain a large portion of the 
salt, as shown in Table XXXVIII. It thus appears that below a 
certain concentration, rain will leach out but very small quanti¬ 
ties of phosphate from a soil made up of hydrous oxides. To 
determine whether salts which can be removed only in extremely 
small amounts by leaching are available for plant growth, Gordon^ 
prepared a synthetic soil by mixing the leached hydrous oxides 
with pure quartz sand and used this in investigations on plant 
growth. Unmistakable evidence was obtained that plants 
derive all the phosphorus required for their nourishment from the 

.fjt^iCHTBNWALNBR, Flenner, and CrORDQN: Soil Sdencey 16, 157 (1923). 

* Wiley and Gordon; Soil Sdencey 16, 371 (1923). 
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Tahle XXXVIIL— Effect of Leaching on the Phosphate Content of 

Gels 



Milligrams PO* adsorbed per gram of 


Ferric oxide 

Alumina 

Bofore washing. 

1 

25.9 

162.4 

After washing. 

16.4 

117.5 


hydrous oxides containing adsorbed phosphates. Apparently, 
the roots of the plant in intimate contact with the colloidal oxides 
take up the very slight eijuilibriurn concentration of soluble 
phosphorus which is replaced continuously. Obviously, the 
equilibrium concentration decreases as the amount of adsorbed 
phosphate in the soil decreases, so that plants are not well nour¬ 
ished if the phosphate content is too low. As Gordon points out, 
it is immaterial whether the plants take up the phosphate from 
CaH 4 (P 04)2 or from some complex compound; the concentration 
of salt in equilibrium with the adsorbed phosphate determines the 
amount available at a given time. 

Nitrogen in the form of nitrate is preferred by most plants; but, 
as already noted, the element cannot be stored as nitrate since 
the latter is so weakly adsorbed by the soil colloids that it is 
readily leached out and lost. The original source of nitrogen for 
plants, other than the legumes, is organic matter which is changed 
by the action of bacteria into ammonia and subsequently into 
the relatively strongly adsorbed ammonium salts. The latter 
transformation is a result of the soil acidity which is derived in 
large measure from the hydrolysis of salts and the relatively 
stronger adsorption of base than of acid by the soil colloids. 
Under the influence of bacteria, the small equilibrium concen¬ 
tration of ammonium salt is oxidized slowly to nitrate and 
becomes available for plant food. 

Soluble potassium salts are sufficiently strongly adsorbed^ 
that they are conserved in the soil and are gradually given up to 
plants as needed. The relative adsorbability by hydrous oxides 
of the ions from solutions of sulfates and of the primary phos- 

1 Bogub: /. Phys. Chem.^ 19, 665 (1915). 








THE SOIL 


405 


phates of potaBsium magnesium and calcium is recorded in 
Table XXXIX, compiled from data by (Jordon.^ It will be 
seen that the adsorption is similar to that of calcium and con¬ 
siderably stronger than that of magnesium. The last two rows of 


Table XXXIX.— Adsorption of Ions by Hydrous Ferric Oxide and 

Alumina 


MilligniniH iotiH j 

ttdsorhe 

d |K‘r gram F 02 

0.1 

MillignuiiH ion« adsorbed per gram 

AI 2 O 3 

KUal 

PC 4 

Mk(H2P()4H 

Ca(Il2P04)2 


1 Mg(H2P04)2 

Ca(H2POi)2 

K 

PO 4 

Mr 

PO 4 

Ca 

PO 4 


Mg 

1 PO 4 

Ca 

PO 4 

43.8 

165.4 

21.7 

165.0 

50.7 

2:i5.6 


14.0 

165.0 

47.0 

239.0 

K2S0< 

MgS04 

CaS 04 

K 2 SO 4 I 

MgB04 

CaS04 

K 

SO 4 

Mg 

SO 4 

Cu 

SO 4 1 

K SOi 

Mg 

VSO 4 

Ca 

SO 4 

. 11.4 
29,0 

13.6 

.... 

7.6 

25.0 

21.1 

12.9 

24.0 

36.0 

11.0 19.0 

16.1 - 

6,2 

1 11.1 

i 

26.3 

5.7 

13.1 

12,0 


figures represent the adsorption of ions before adding phosphate 
and after adding phosphate, respectively. The more strongly 
adsorbed phosphate ion displaces completely the sulfate ion and, 
at the same time, increases greatly the adsorption of the cations. 

Using a sandy loam soil as adsorbent instead of the pure hydrous 
oxides, Harris*-^ obtained the results recorded in Table XL. 

Table XL.— Adsorption of Cations by a Soil 


Adsorption of cation })y 50 grams of soil 


Solution 



Grams 

1 

Equivalents 

AICI3. 

0.113 

0.00126 

KCl... 

0.0395 

0.00101 

CaCl,. 

0.0134 

0.00067 

MnCIa. 

0.0177 

0.00064 

MgCl,. 

0.0057 

0.00047 

NaCl. 

0.0041 

0.00013 


^ LictiTENWALNER, Flenner, and Gordon: Soil Science, 16, 158 (1923). 
Phys. Chem., 21, 454 (1917). 
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In these experiments r)0-gram samples of soil were shaken 
frequently with 125-cul)ic-centimeter portions of the salts during 
a period of 24 hours. The salts are arranged in the order of 
adsorbability of the cations. It will be seen that potassium ion 
is adsorbed more strongly than the divalent ions and almost as 
strongly as trivalent aluminum. The adsorbed potassium ion is 
displaced by other ions as given in Table XLI. The soil was first 
treated with potassium chloride, thoroughly washed, and dried, 
after which 50-grani portions were treated for 72 hours with the 


Taj3le XLI.— Disflacinc of Potassium Ion fkom 8oilby Otheu (Utions 


Fifty-grain sairiploH treatiHl with 200 
cubic centimeters of distilled waOn* 

Grams of potassium ion 

Found in 
solution 

Displac.ed 

Distilled water. 

X/IO AlCh. 

0.0076 

0.0512 

0.0436 

A710 NI-LCl. 

0.0471 

0.0395 

JV/IO MnCU. 

().042() 

0.0350 

N/10 CaClo. 

0.0424 

0.0348 

Water containing 1.2 grams (^aS 04 • 2 II 2 O. . . . 

0.0423 

0.0347 

A710 MgCb. 

0.0343 

0.0267 

N/\0 NaCl. 

0.0326 

0.0250 


solutions listed in the table and the adsorption measiired. As 
would be expected, the order of the displacing power of the cations 
is approximately the same as the order of adsorbability given in 
Table XL. Particular attention should be called to the strong 
adsorbability of ammonium ion as evidenced by a displacing 
power second only to that of aluminum ion. 

Thus, we may look upon the inorganic and organic colloids as a 
reservoir which adsorbs^ and so conserves the plant foods and 
yields them up as needed to the growing plants. Another 
point of view is that the soil colloids are amphoteric compounds 
which bind the mineral constituents as definite complex salts 
possessing the necessary solubility to supply food to the plants as 
required. Until it has been proved that the inorganic soil col- 

iScin:4fismG: Ann. chim, phys., 6 , 2 (1874); Schreiner and Failybr: 
V. S. Bur. Soih Bull. 32 (1906). 
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loids are largely complex silicates which combine with the so- 
called plant foods, yielding complex salts with all the necessary 
properties, I prefer the simpler hypothesis that the inorganic 
colloidal material is chiefly the hydrous oxides whose adsorption 
capacity for salts is well known. 

Adsorption of Water.—The capacity of the colloidal content of 
the soil to adsorb and retain water is second only in importance 
to the adsorbing capacity for salts. Indeed, Gile and his 
coworkers have found that 95 per cent of the adsorptive capacity 


Table XLII 


Type of soil 

Hygroscopic 
coefficient,^ 
per cent 

Heat eyolved® 
by 50 grams of 
soil, calories 

Quartz sand. 

Coarse sand. 

0.5 

O.D 

0.2 

Fine sand. 

1.5 

0.8 

Sandy loam. 

2 3 

10.8 

Fine sandy loam. 

6.5 

1 15.0 

I>oam. 

9.8 

172.8 

Silt loam. 

205.2 

Clay loam. 

11.8 

391.5 

Clay. 

14.6 

607.5 



> Briqgb and Shantz: U. S. Dept Agr., Bur. Plant Ind., 230 (1912). 

* Bouyouco«: Mich. Agr. Exp. Sta., Tech, Bull. 42 (1918); cf. MCntz and Gaudechon; 
Ann. set. agron., (3) 4 « 393 (1919). 


of the soil is due to its colloidal material and only 5 per cent to 
the non-colloidal material. If dry soils are placed in a saturated 
atmosphere, they adsorb water until a condition of approximate 
equilibrium is attained. The amount of adsorbed water and the 
heat of adsorption increase with the fineness of the particles, as 
shown in Table XLII. These observations were made by differ¬ 
ent investigators and on different soils which come under the 
same general soil type. 

Bouyoucos^ has proposed the phenomenon of heat of wetting 
as a means of estimating the colloidal content of the soil. As 
would be expected, the colloids of different soils vary widely in 
their heat of wetting, owing to the difference in their physical 

Science^ 1% d20 (1924). 
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character. Heating to 750° is said to decrease the heat of wetting 
of soils to zero. This cannot be strictly true, for the adsorptive 
capacity of ignited soils may be 30 to 50 per cent of the value 
before ignition. Because of this loss of adsorptive capacity on 
ignition, Always questions the reliability of the water-adsorption 
method of estimating the colloid content of the soil. This seems 
to be beside the point, since one might reasonably expect the 
coalescence accompanying ignition to decrease materially the 
amount of colloidal matter. The validity of the water-adsorp¬ 
tion method depends primarily on whether non-colloidal material 
in unheated soil adsorbs an appreciable amount of water under 
the conditions of determination. 

The total water-holding capacity of a soil is influenced to a 
considerable extent by the height of the soil column and by the 
mode of packing of the particles; but the colloidal content is by 
far the most important factor in determining the moisture-hold¬ 
ing capacity. Bouyoucos^ found that some ordinary clays will 
hold as much as 75 per cent of water as compared to only 20 per 
cent in some coarse sands. The best method of increasing the 
colloid content and, hence, the water-holding capacity of sandy 
farming land is to increase the organic matter by the application 
of good farming methods. 

Not only do the colloidal particles adsorb and conserve water 
for times of drouth, but the freezing point of water is lowered 
very appreciably when it is adsorbed.® As in the case of the 
hydrous oxide gels,^ a part of the adsorbed water is not frozen 
until the temperature is reduced several degrees below zero. 
This is doubtless of importance in preventing complete desicca¬ 
tion of the soil by freezing and the consequent destruction of the 
soil bacteria. 

Plasticity. —Certain colloidal material acts as a binder, and if 
present in suitable amount, it holds the particles of soil together 

^ Alway: Colloid Symposium Monograph^ 3,241 (1926); Puri, Crowthbb, 
and Keen; J, Agr. Sci.^ 16, 68 (1925). 

^ Colloid Symposium Monograph, 2, 132 (1924); c/. King: Wis* Agr, 
Exp. Sia., Sixth Rept., 189 (1889); Alway and King: J. Agr, Research, 14, 
27 (1917). 

^BouYorreos and McCool: Mich, Agr. Exp, Sta,, Tech, ButX, 31 (1916); 
36 (1917); Parker: J. Am, Chem, Soc., 48, 1011 (1921). 

^ Foote and Saxton; J, Am, Chem, Soc,, 38, 688 (1916). 
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in a granular structure, thus preventing them from being blown 
or washed away and providing for aeration. The quantity of 
colloidal matter in a soil does not differ greatly, as a rule, from 
the quantity of the ^^clay fraction^' given by various systems of 
mechanical analysis. Gile^ points out, however, that in certain 
cases the nature of the clay fraction may be a more important 
factor in determining how a soil will act than the quantity of this 
fraction.*^ It is possible to increase the colloidal content of 
sandy soil by the direct addition of a plastic clay and to cut down 
the plasticity of a clay soil by the addition of sand; but this method 
of controlling the relative proportion of suitable colloidal to 
non-colloidal material is too expensive to use in the ordinary 
farming operations. Sand-clay roads, however, are constructed 
by mixing sand with plastic clay, which serves as a binder. 

Acidity of the Soil. —The so-called acidity of the soil is prob¬ 
ably due in large measure to selective adsorption. If one shakes 
fuller's earth with distilled carbon-dioxide-free water and filters, 
the filtrate is neutral to litmus and to phenolphthalein, showing 
the absence of soluble base or acid. Now, if a dilute sodium 
chloride solution is shaken with fuller’s earth and filtered, the 
filtrate is acid to litmus or the phenolphthalein. Obviously, 
this is not because the fuller’s earth is acid, but because it adsorbs 
the base from the sodium chloride solution more strongly than 
the acid, giving the solution an acid reaction. Similarly, if a 
piece of litmus paper is pressed against moistened fuller’s earth, 
the paper turns red, and if fuller’s earth is added to a faintly 
alkaline solution of phenolphthalein, the red color disappears.'** 
Bancroft reports that the adsorbing power of fuller’s earth is so 
great that an acre-foot, as soil, would adsorb 30,000 pounds of 
lime, thus making the fuller’s earth about equivalent in acidity 
to a 2 per cent solution of sulfuric acid. Not only do clays and 
certain hydrous oxides, such as hydrous silica and manganese 
dioxide,^ show this selective adsorption, but van Bemmelen^ 

1 C/. Proc.. Am. Soc. Civil Eng., 61, 892 (1925). 

* Middleton: J. Agr. Research, 28, 499 (1924), 

^Camekon: J. Phys. Chem., 14, 400 (1910); Bancroft: Applied Col¬ 
loid Chemistry,’^ 121 (1921). 

* Bemmelen: ^^Die Absorption,445 (1910). 

‘^Die Absorption,’^ 464 (1910). 
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reports that colloidal humus substance decomposes small amounts 
of solutions of ammonium chloride, carbonate, phosphates, and 
borates, the base being adsorbed more strongly than the acid, 
giving the solution an acid reaction. The same results are 
obtained by digesting either a humus-rich or a clay-rich soil with a 
solution of ammonium chloride. Gile^ showed conclusively that 
silica gel has a beneficial action on the growth of plants supplied 
with rock phosphate by increasing the quantity of phosphoric 
acid in solution. This is due to decomposition of the rock phos¬ 
phate by stronger adsorption of hydroxyl ion than of hydrogen 
ion by the silica gel. 

In the light of these observations, it appears evident that a 
part and possibly the larger part of the so-called soil acidity 
results from selective adsorption of the basic constituent of 
certain salts.^ This view has been supported by Salter and Mor¬ 
gan® as a result of recent observations on the change in acidity 
of certain soils with variation in the soil-water ratio. In general, 
it was found that the variation in hydrogen ion concentration 
agrees with the distribution of hydrogen ions between soil and 
solution which could be expected if controlled by an adsorption 
mechanism. The conclusion is reached that the reaction of a 
soil is dependent on three factors: the total dissociated acid pres¬ 
ent ; the adsorptive capacity of the soil for hydrogen ion; and the 
soil-water ratio. 

The selective adsorption theory of soil acidity is opposed by 
those who believe that the acidity is due to aluminosilicic acids 
and humic acid which are relatively insoluble but are soluble 
enough to give the soil solution an acid reaction. Bradfield^ 
gets a kind of end point on titrating dilute solutions of strong 
bases with acid colloidal clays by either the conductivity or 
hydrogen electrode method. This is considered as proof of a 
neutralization reaction between a strong base and weak soil 
acid, the anion of which is a particle of colloidal dimensions. 

* Gile and Smith: J. Agr, Research^ 81, 247 (1925). 

3 Harris: J. Phya, Chem., 18, 335 (1914); Noyes: J, Ind. Eng, Chem., 
11, 1040 (1919); Happen: Laridw. Fer«.-<Sio., 96, 306 (1920); Mattson: 
KolUddchem, Beiheftey 14, 296 (1922). 

3/. Phys, Chem.y 27, 117 (1923). 

< J. Am, Chem, Soc,, 46, 2669 (1923). 
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Ileturning to the case of fuller's earth and salt referred to at the 
beginning of this section, one may write the equation for the 
hydrolysis of sodium chloride as follows: 

Na* + Cl' + H 2 O Na + OH' + H* + Cl' 

Since fuller's earth adsorbs hydrxhyl ion more strongly than 
hydrogen ion, it displaces this equilibrium to the right, giving 
the solution an acid reaction. Now if one adds a base, it will 
tend to displace the equilibrium in the opposite direction, and 
one will obtain what amounts to an end point when the amount of 
alkali added just neutralizes the increased tendency of sodium 
chloride to hydrolyze as a result of preferential adsorption of 
hydroxyl ion by the fuller's earth. But this is an entirely differ¬ 
ent thing from fuller's earth itself being a weak acid that is 
neutralized by a strong base. Stating the matter in another 
way: In the presence of a certain concentration of hydroxyl ion, 
the adsorption capacity of the fuller's earth is satisfied for this 
ion, and the hydrolysis of the sodium chloride remains the same 
as in the absence of fuller's earth. The concentration of all 
strong bases required to bring about this result would be the 
same, provided the cations of all bases are adsorbed equally and 
have the same effect on the adsorption of hydroxyl ion. Actu¬ 
ally, the cations of strong bases are not all adsorbed to the same 
extent, and the concentration will not be identical for different 
bases. For the present at least, there appears no reason for 
regarding the so-called end point in the titration of acid soils as 
proof of the existence of a definite soil acid which yields a colloidal 
anion. 

It should be mentioned in passing, that pseudo end points are 
not infrequently encountered in adsorption phenomena. Thus, 
in the exchange adsorption with strongly polar adsorbents^ 
such as kaolin, one gets what might be termed end points at 
quite similar concentrations of different salts of the same cation. 

Moreover, when the value " in the Freundlich adsorption 

formula^ is small, the adsorption curve may bend relatively 
sharply and take a direction nearly parallel to the concentration 

^ Sreunduch: ^‘Kapillarchemie,” 279 (1922), 

® Freundlich: '^KapiUarchemie," 156 (1922). 
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axis, thereby giving what might be interpreted as an end point 
above which the adsorption increases but little with increasing 
concentration. 

Bradfield^ determined the hydrogen ion concentration of vary¬ 
ing concentrations of colloidal clay and compared the results 

Normality of Acchc Acid 



Conccnfroifion of Colloidal Cloy, per cent 


Fiu. 31.—The effect of concentration of colloidal (?lay and acetic acid upon tlie 
hydrogen ion concentration. 

with similar determinations on acetic acid. Colloidal material 
was extracted from an acid clay by the aid of the superoentrifuge, 
and a sol was prepared containing 12.8 per cent of oven-dried 
material. From this stock solution, dilutions containing 6.4, 
3.2,1.2,0.8,0.4,0.2,0.05, and 0.25 per cent were prepared and the 
hydrogen ion concentration determined. Various concentrations 

* J. Phyt. Chem., 28, 170 (1924). 
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of acetic acid from 0.000025 to 0.1 N were also prepared and 
their hydl*ogeii ion concentrations determined. The results are 
plotted in Fig. 31. It will be seen that the relationship between 
concentration of acetic acid solution and its hydrogen ion con¬ 
centration is nearly linear at very low concentrations and 
becomes exponential at higher concentrations. Similarly, the 
relationsliip for colloidal clay is about linear at high dilutions, 
exponential at intermediate dilutions, and almost constant at 
higher concentrations. The similarity in the two curves leads 
Bradfield to regard the colloidal clay as a weak acid which behaves 
like acetic acid. Personally, I cannot see how the evidence 
justifies this conclusion. It would seem that with equal pro¬ 
priety one might assume that the acid or mixture of acids formed 
as a result of preferential adsorption of hydroxyl ion behaves 
similarly to acetic acid as regards change in pH with increasing 
concentration.^ 

Truog“ likewise supports the view" that the acidity of soils is 
due to the presence of relatively insoluble aluminosilicic acids, 
but claims that the electrometric method is unsuitable for deter¬ 
mining the hydrogen ion concentrations of the very slightly 
buffered solutions such as are obtained with relatively low soil- 
water ratios. ^^The reason for this is that slight diffusion of 
potassium chloride from the connecting bridge, slight contamina¬ 
tion of alkali from glassware, slight impurities in the hydrogen, 
presence of nitrates in the soil, and slightly contaminated or 
vso-called poisoned electrodes can easily effect the reaction of 
slightly buffered soil suspensions and solutions.^' He, therefore, 
determined the hydrogen ion concentration of soil-water extracts 
colorirnetrically after filtering out all the colliodal matter with a 
special ultrafilter. When the soils were thoroughly washed to 
remove excess soluble salts, the hydrogen ion concentrations of 
the ultrafiltrates appeared to be fairly constant at soil-water 
ratios of 1 to 2, 1 to 20, and 1 to 50. Salter and Morgan failed to 
obtain a constant hydrogen ion concentration measured poten- 
tiometrically at varying salt-water ratios, and so concluded that 
soil acidity was not due to complex soil acids. The constancy 
in hydrogen ion concentration at varying soil-water ratios as 

1 Walpole: J. Cfiem. Soc.^ 106 , 2521 ( 1914 ). 

* Colloid Symposium Momgraph, 3 , 228 ( 1925 ). 
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determined by Truog’s method was oflered as proof that acidity 
of the soil is due to colloidal acids. 

Now if the acidity is due to relatively insoluble colloidal acids, 
the surface ionization will give hydrogen ion and a cation of 
colloidal dimensions, as claimed by Bradfield. When such a 
suspension is filtered through an ultrafilter which holds back all 
the negatively charged colloidal particles, it will obviously hold 
back their hydrogen ion equivalent, so that from this point of 
view, the hydrogen ion concentration determined as Truog does it 
is due entirely to the rnolecularly dissolved complex acid. Since 
the degree of dissociation of such an acid is probably very slight 
oven at high dilutions, the solubility of ^‘clay acid’^ necessary to 
get a pH value of 4 would be quite appreciable. Truog should 
make a careful investigation of his perfectly clear ultrafiltrates; 
for if he can show that these ultrafiltrates contain only complex 
aluminosilicic acid and humic acids in molecular solution, then 
the problem is solved. It is altogether unlikely that the alleged 
complex acids, if they exist, are as soluble as Truog's data would 
suggest. Until we know more of the nature and composition of 
Truog’s ultrafiltrates, it is impossible to give an intelligent 
interpretation of his observations. 

It should be mentioned, in conclusion, that Schreiner and 
Shorey,^ Olin,^ and others have demonstrated the existence in 
the soil of definite compounds possessing an acid character; 
but the cases in which these compounds are present in sufficient 
quantities to give an acid reaction are rare. 

Flocculation and Deflocculation 

A suspension of soil colloid is made up of negatively charged 
particles and is, therefore, flocculated readily by the addition of 
salts containing cations that are relatively strongly adsorbed. 
As a result of his investigations on the flocculation of kaolin, 
Bodlander^ introduced the term ^Hhreshold value ” of electrolytes, 
which was defined as the concentration necessary to cause rapid 
flocculation. Hall and Mouson^ determined the precipitation 

1 V,'S. Bur, Soils, Bull, 47, 70, 74, 77, 80, 83, 87, 88, 98. 

^Ber., 45, 651 ( 1912 ). 

^Jakrb. Mineral,, 2 , 141 ( 1893 ). 

4 jr. Agr. Sd,, 2^ 251 (1907). 
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concentration of various chlorides, sulfates, and nitrates on 
colloidal clay. The order of precipitating-power of the cations 
beginning at the greatest is: hydrogen, aluminum > calcium, 
barium, magnesium > potassium > sodium; and the order of 
stabilizing power of the anions is hydroxyl > sulfate > nitrate > 
chloride. The order of a series of acids beginning with hydro¬ 
chloric, which has the greatest precipitating power, is: hydro¬ 
chloric > nitric > sulfuric > mono-, di-, and tri-chloracetic 
> acetic > oxalic, tartaric > amido acetic, citric, phenol. 
The last three exert no precipitating action. 

Since colloidal clays owe their charge to preferential adsorption 
of hydroxyl ion, one should expect the precipitation value of 
hydroxides to be higher than that of neutral salts. Bradfield^ 
reports that 1.4 milliequivalents of potassium are required to 
coagulate a certain soil colloid when present as chloride, and 14 
milliequivalents as hydroxide; while 10 milliequivalents are 
required with a mixture of 19 parts chloride and 1 part hydroxide; 
and 14 milliequivalents, with a mixture of 9 parts chloride and 1 
part hydroxide. 

The precipitation value of an electrolyte for a sol is that con¬ 
centration which results in sufficient adsorption of the precipitat¬ 
ing ion to neutralize the combined adsorption of the original 
stabilizing ion and the stabilizing ion added with the precipitating 
electrolyte or mixture of electrolytes. ^ The precipitation value 
of potassium chloride is much lower than of potassium hydroxide, 
since chloride ion is adsorbed much less strongly than hydroxyl 
ion by colloidal clay. Mixtures of potassium chloride and 
hydroxide cause coagulation at some value in between the values 
for the individual electrolytes. Obviously, the effect of hydroxyl 
ion will be much greater at relatively low concentrations on 
account of the relatively greater adsorption; and above the 
saturation value for the adsorption of hydroxyl ion which is 
reached fairly sharply in the case of a strong adsorbent for a 
strongly adsorbed ion such as clay for hydroxyl, the precipitation 
value of potassium ion is fairly constant. Another factor which 
may come in is that, above the normal saturation value, the 
presence of the strongly adsorbed hydroxyl ion may actually 

1 /. Hm, Chejn, Soc,, 46, 1243 (1923). 

* Wkisbr; J. FV*. Chem,, 26, 680 (1921). 
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increase the adsorption of the precipitating cation to such a 
degree that the rate of precipitation in the presence of the mixture 
is greater than that of the same concentration of salt without any 
added hydroxide. This is apparently what happens in certain 
cases as observed by Mattson^ in Ehrenberg^s laboratory. Matt¬ 
son finds the order of precipitating power of calcium compounds 
for a negatively charged colloidal clay to be: calcium chloride > 
calcium sulfate > calcium bicarbonate > calcium hydroxide; 
but when a concentration a little above the precipitation value of 
calcium hydroxide is attained, the rate of flocculation is faster 
than is observed for salt concentrations considerably above their 
respective precipitation values. Similarly, when small amounts 
of sodium hydroxide are added to the clay sol, the stability is 
increased, as evidenced by the higher concentration of calcium 
sulfate required for flocculation. But when the initial concen¬ 
tration is increased to 0.002 in a 1 per cent clay, the rate of 
precipitation is appreciably greater than with calcium sulfate 
alqne, even though the concentration of the latter is considerably 
above its precipitation value in the absence of sodium hydroxide. 
It appears obvious that, above a certain concentration, the 
influence of hydroxyl ion in increasing the adsorption of the 
precipitating calcium ion predominates over its own stabilizing 
action. Mattson showed that the presence of hydroxyl ion 
increases enormously the adsorption of calcium ion by quartz. 
Comber^ attributes the abnormal flocculating power of calcium 
hydroxide above a certain concentration to its coagulating action 
on emulsoid matter that tends to stabilize the clay sol. 

Alkali hydroxides in low concentration have a stabilizing action 
on colloidal clay, while higher concentrations cause flocculation. 
In the ceramic industry, the so-called clay slip is prepared by 
deflocculating clay with sodium hydroxide, carbonate, or silicate. 
The slip can be readily poured or cast, even though it contains 
less water than a stiff mass of clay and water without alkali. 
Adding a little acid to a fluidified clay slip flocculates the mass 
which becomes so stiff that it will not fall from an inverted vessel. 
Clays carrying appreciable amounts of soluble salts, such as 

1 Kolloidchem, Beiheft^, 14, 241 et seq. (1922); cf. Comber: J. Agr. Sci.y 11, 
450 (1922); FoDORand Schobnfeld: Kolloidchem- Beihejte^ 19, 1 (1924). 

® J, Agr- Re$earchf 12, 372 (1922)* 
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the sulfates of calcium and niagm'siurn, are difficult to defloccu- 
late; while clays containing protective colloids, such as humus, 
are readily peptized. 

The defiocculating action of calcium hydroxide is not as marked 
as that of the alkali hydroxides, because of the relatively strong 
precipitating power of calcium ion. Nevertheless, it appears 
that calcium hydroxide in low concentrations may have an appre¬ 
ciable stabilizing influence on colloidal clay. The addition of 
lime to soil containing a large amount of deflocculated colloidal 
material is intended to impart a crumbly flocculent structure to 
the soil; but in certain instances, liming is reported to have an 


Taiile XLITI.— Fl()(!culation and Deflocculation of Clay by Lime 


C>onc(*ntnition in millioquivakMits pi'i* litor of 

(')iaracter of suporna- 
tant .solution 

Cll(fKX);02 

Ca(()H )2 

2.02 

1.12 

Clear 

2.02 

1.35 

Slightly cloudy 

2.02 

1 57 

Cloudy 

2.02 

l.SO 

Very cloudy 

2.02 

2.02 

\oYy cloudy 

2.02 

2.25 

C'loudy 

2.02 

2 47 

Slightly cloudy 

2.02 

2.70 j 

Clear 

2.02 

2.92 

Cl(‘ar 

2.02 

3.15 

Clear 


unfavorable effect on the structure. Mattson^ flocculated a 
colloidal clay with calcium bicarbonate and then treated it with 
varying concentrations of lime water, with the results recorded in 
Table XLIII. It will be seen that calcium hydroxide in certain 
concentrations does have a peptizing action on clay containing 
bicarbonate, and it is probable that a similar condition may be 
encountered in a clayey soil if the lime has been used too spar¬ 
ingly. When lime is added to the soil, it is converted into the 
hydroxide, a part of which is adsorbed and another part of which 
is neutralized by the bicarbonate present. If the amount of lime 
added ..is sufficient to neutralize the defiocculating bicarbonate 

‘ KoUoidchem. Beihefte, 14, 276 (1922). 
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and not enough to neutralize the adsorbed hydroxyl ion, then th(' 
lime will hav'e an unfavorable influence on the soil structure. 

Under certain conditions, sodium salts' in the soil are converted 
in part into soda which has a strong deflocculating action on the 
colloidal material. If the soil in question is permeable or sandy, 
the colloidal hydrous oxides and humus are washed down by the 
rain to a lower stratum, the depth of which is determined by 
the rainfall in the locality. There, the collected mass of colloidal 
material and fine sand hardens by desiccation forming an insolu¬ 
ble rock-like layer known as hardpan. This formation may shut 
off the soil beneath from air and water and, by interfering with 
drainage, may bring about swampy conditions. The addition 
of a suitable amount of gypsum to a soil containing soda, neutral¬ 
izes the deflocculating action of the latter, owing to strong adsorp¬ 
tion of calcium ion. 

'HiL(iAUi): “Soils,” 02 (1906); Ehkenbbkg: “Die Bodenkolloide,” 347 
el neq. (1922). 
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‘‘Acclimatization/^ 69, 70 
Adsorption (see also this heading 
under several hydrous oxides), 
capillary theory of, 183-185 
(jffect of neutral salts, 328 
influence, of liydrogtui ion concen¬ 
tration, 91-94, 310, 320, 321, 
324 

isotherms, 185, 180, 280, 324, 330, 
331, 341, 355, 300 
maxima in, 331, 332 
mutual (see Mutual adsorption). 
preliminary to chemical reaction, 
245 

reversibility, 332 

theory of composition of sol, 48, 
52, 53 

of mechanism of mineral tan¬ 
ning, 325, 328 

selective, in the soil, 409-411 
Agar jellies, 5, 8, 12 
Agate, 181 

Agglomeration, prevention of, 71, 73 
Albumin, 16, 65, 68, 70, 128, 298, 
303, 334 

adsorption by hydrous alumina, 
128 

of arsenious acid, 68 
sol, 65, 70 

mutual precipitation of ferric 
oxide sol and, 65 
swelling, 16 

Albumin-ferric oxide sol, 65 
Alizarin, ?68, 336, 358-361 
adsoiption of, 368-361 
iron-alizarin lake, 369, 360 
streaming double refraction, 268 


Alum as coagulant in water purifi¬ 
cation, 370-380 
Alumina mordant, 338-347 
Aluminum oxide, anhydrous, 110- 
312 

corundum gems, color of, 111, 112 
modifications, 110 
Aluminum oxide, hydrous, 103-129, 
102, 285, 319, 337-346, 350, 
361-303, 305, 309-380 
adsorption by cotton, 345 
wool, 340 

adsorption of acid and basic dyes, 
301-303 

effect of hydrogen ion concen¬ 
tration, 362, 363 
adsorption of arsenious acid, 68 
albumin, 128 
alizarin, 358, 361 
ammonium ion, 406 
calcium, 403, 404 
casein, 128 
chondrin, 128 
chromate, 123, 126 
Congo blue, 128 
red, 364 

ferrocyanide, 128 
gum arabic, 126 
hide, 333 
magnesium, 405 
phosphate, 405 
potassium, 405 
precipitating ions, 122-124 
order of, 123,124 
sulfate, 405 
tannin, 357 
tuberculin, 128 
ageing, 109, 160 
composition, 103-107 
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Aluminum oxide, hydrous, fibrous, 
105 

floe, 371-3cS0 
glow phenomenon, 110 
ill dyeing, 338-347 
in intestinal infections, 120 
in purification of diphtheria anti¬ 
toxin, 129 
of pepsin, 129 
of water, 370-380 
jellies, 121 

mordant for cotton, silk, and wool, 
339-340 

revei'sibility of prc'cixjitation, 125- 
120 

sol, 112-122 

action of ammonia and alkalu\s, 
110-119 

formation of aluminate, 117, 
118 

coagulation, 120, 121 
mechanism of, 121 
velocity, 121 
composition, 115, 116 
formation, 112-120 

in presence of glucose, 120 
precipitation values of electro¬ 
lytes, 122, 123 
sol-gel transformation ,121 
temperature-dehydration curve, 
105-107 

Aluminum oxide, trihydratc, 107- 
110, 118 

preparation, 108 
x-ray analysis, 109, 110 
Amethyst, artificial, 111 
manganese oxide in, 302 
Anaemia, treatment of, 45, 67, 200 
germanium dioxide in, 200 
intravenous injection of ferric 
oxide 45, 67 

Aniline blue, streaming double 
refraction of, 268 
Antagonism of ions, 94, 98 
Antimony pentoxide, hydrous, 274- 
276, 337 

adsorption of alkali salts, 275 


Antimony pentoxide, hydrous, iid- 
sorplion of phosphoric acid, 
276 

gels, 276 

optical phenomena during dediy- 
dration, 275 
sol, 276 

vapor-j[)ressuro isotherms, 275 
sulfide sol, 63 
tetroxidc, 277 
trioxide, hydrous, 276, 277 
Arst'iiate jellies, 11, 27-29 
Arsenic poisoning, hydrous ferric 
oxide as antidotes, 45, 67, 68 
Arsenious acid, 45, 67, 68, 163, 245, 
337 

adsorption of, 45, 67, 68, 215 
solid solution with beryllium 
oxide, 163 

Arsenious sulfide sol, 63, 331 
“acclimatization,'' 70 
adsorption of alkalies, 99, 124, 125 
of precipitating ions, 62, 125 
onhn, 125 

precipitation by electrolytes, 57, 
61, 62 

effect of concentration of sol, 
57, 62 

stabilizing ions, 61, 62 
precipitation by mixtures of elec¬ 
trolytes, 97-99 
factors determining, 97, 99 
Artificial gems, 110-112, 141, 302 
vegetation, 197 

Assistants, mordanting, 343, 348, 
349 

Auric oxide, hydrous, 156, 157 
Aurous oxide, hydrous, 157, 158 
sols, 157, 158 

B 

Bacteria in soils, 401 
Barium, malonate jellies, 8, 11 
sulfate, adsorption of selenium 
oxychloride by, 15 
gelatinous, 15, 26 
jeUies, 25,29 
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liattory, Edison (see Edimu storatje 
battery). 

Ix; Cljinclio, manguiioso dioxide in, 
302 

Bauxite, 100 

Benzene, silica gel in retajvery of, 
190, 191 

Benzopurpurine, gelatinous crystals, 
13 

jellies, 11, 13 

streaming double refraction, 2(>S 
Beryllium hydroxide, crystalline, 
1(>()-Ui2 

effect of heat on, 160 
pure, 162 

solubility in salt solutions, 162 
oxide, anhydrous, 163, 164 
uses, 163, 164 

oxide, hydrous, 159-164, 170, 334 
adsorption by, 163 
ageing, 159, 161 

solid solution with arsenious 
oxide, 163 
with l)oric Jicid, 163 
transformation to crystalline, 
159 

x-ray analysis ,159 
Bismuth hexoxide, 279 
tetroxide, 278, 279 
trioxide, hydrous, i)ure, 277, 278 
in ceramics, 278 
sols, 278 

Bleriot lamp, 240 
Boric acid, adsorption of, 163 
solid solution with beryllium ox¬ 
ide, 163 

Bricks, ferric oxide in, 71, 73 
Brine, effect on silicate of soda, 197 
Bromine in tanning, 334 

C 

Cadmium hydroxide, 172 
jellies, 15 

oxide, hydrous, 172, 173 
Calciffcation in tuberculosis, 196 
Calcium, adsorption by silica gel, 177 
by soil colloids, 403, 404 


Calorescence (aefiGlow pherimneruyn). 
Carbon, adsorption by, 188, 316, 331 
Casein, adsorption of, 128 
Catalyst, ferric oxide as, 69, 70 
nickel oxide as hydrogenation, 
153, 154 
silica gel, 192 
thorium dioxide, 250 
uranium dioxide, 293 
vanadium pentoxid(% 270 
Cellular or honeycomb theory of 
jelly structure, 5-8 
C(*llulose jellies, 12 
(:?(‘ment, 382-395 
aluminous, 394, 395 
dental, 164, 172 
gljiss, silicate of soda as, 199 
iron-Portland, 393, 394 
magnesia (see Magnesia cement). 
Portland, 382-393 

Ca0-Al203-Si02 system, 386, 
387 

clinker, 387 
comfmsitioii, 384-389 
dicahuum silicate, 390-391 
tricalcium aluminatc^, 390 
tricalcium silicate, 391 
discovery, 383 

function of gypsum in, 384, 392 
manufacture, 383, 384 
setting and hardening, 389, 390 
effect of calcium chloride, 393 
effect of salts, 392, 393 
theory, 393 
Pozzolana, 383 

Centrifugal methods of preparing 
sols, 43 

Ceramic pigments (see Pigments). 
Ceric oxide, hydrous, 252-258, 280, 
285, 337 
color, 253 

jellies, 255, 298, 299 
mordant, 254 
sol, 62 

action of electrolytes, 255 
of radium rays, 256, 257 
ageing, 255 
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Ceric oxide, hydrous, sol, viscosity- 
time curve for, 255, 250 
in taTining, 254 
in Welshach immtel, 254 
X-ray analysis, 253 
('erium peroxidt^, 254 
(^Jerous oxide, hydrous, 258, 250 
C'hance-Claus process, 00 
Charcoal, adsorption of arson ions 
acid, 68 

Chlorine in tanning, 334 
Cholic acid, gelatinous crystals, 13 
Chondrin, adsorption by hydrous 
alumina, 128 

Chromate, adsorption by hydrous 
alumina, 123, 126, 327 
Chrome green, 80 
mordant, 335, 347-350 
Cliromic acetates, complex, 87, 88 
Chromic oxide, hydrous, 30, 31, 76- 
102, 222, 285, 319, 337, 338, 358 
adsorption by hide, 324-327 
by, influence of hydrogen ion 
concentration on, 91, 94 
of alizarin, 358 

other hydrous oxide, 90, 144 
oxalate, 91-94, 96 
ageing, 77, 78, 160 
alkaline solution, colloidal nature, 
78, 89, 90 
color, 80-82 

factors determining, 81, 82 
composition, 76, 77 
glow phenomenon, 78-80 
cause of, 79, 80 
jellies, 27, 91, 100-102 
from negative sol, 101 
positive sol, 91 

mordant for cotton, silk, and wool, 
347-351 

peptization by alkalies, 89, 90 
pigment, 76, 77, 80, 81 
chrome green, 80 
GuigneCs green, 76,80, 81 
sol, 57, 69, 82-100, 116 
composition, 83-86, 88 
intermittent dialysis, 83 


Chromic oxide, hydrous, sol, mole¬ 
cules in micelle, number from 
membrane potential measuri'- 
ments, 84-86 
negative, 89, 100, 116 
precipitation by mixtures of 
electrolyt^es, 94-95 
factors determining, 97, 99 
values of salts, 91, 100 
preparation, 82-89 
Chromic oxide, in gems, 111, 112 
Chromic sulfate, basic, 86 
Chromite, 90 

Chryso})henene, gelatinous crystals, 
13 

jellies, 11, 13 

Clay, colloidal, precipitation by 
electrolytes, 415, 416 
slip, 199 

streaming double refraction of, 
268 

Coagulcnts in water purification, 
375-381 

Cobalt blu(‘, 150 
glass, cause of color, 151 
green, 150 

Cobaltic oxide, hydrous, 151, 152 
Cobalto-cobaltic oxide, hydrous, 152 
Cobaltous hydroxide, 148-150 
Liesegang rings of, 150 
plechroism in, 149 
x-ray analysis, 148 
oxide, anhydrous, 150, 151 
ceramic pigment, 150 
dryer for paints, 151 
oxide, hydrous, 90,147-151, 222 
color, 147-151 

change from blue to rose, 
effect of nickel salt on, 148 
sols, 150 

solubility in alkali, 160 
Collagen of hide, 319-321 
adsorption by, 319, 320 
isoelectric point of, 320, 321 
CJolIoidal and molecular solutions, 
287 

distinction between, 287 
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Colloidal forest, 197 
matter in soils, 390-418 
in surface watc^rs, 366 
Columbium pentoxide, 272, 273 
separation from tantalum pent- 
oxide, 273 
sol, 272 

Composition of sols, complex theory 
of, 47, 83, 207 

Congo blue, adsorption of, 128 
red, 336, 364 
adsorption of, 163, 364 
Contact process for sulfuric acid, 191 
Corrosion of iron, 75 
Corundum gems, pigments in, 110- 
112, 141, 302 
rubies. 111, 112 
sapphires, 111 

amethyst. 111, 302 
emerald. 111, 141 
oriental topaz, 111 
Cotton, mordants for, 345, 346, 
350-352, 3,54 

adsorption of molybdenum blue 
by, 286 

Crystal violet, adsori)tion of, 331 
Cupric oxide, anhydrous, in artificial 
emeralds, 141 
ceramic pigment, 141 
Cupric oxide, crystalline, 135, 136, 
160 

Cupric oxide, hydrous, 90, 134-145, 
222, 277, 337, 364 
adsorption by hydrous chromic 
oxide, 144 
of cosin, 364 
effect of salts on, 361 
color, 140, 141 
composition, 134, 139 
dehydration, 136, 139, 141 
darkening during, effect of 
alumina, 141 
mechanism of, 136, 139 
jellies, 144, 145 
effect of sulfate on, 145 
sols, 141-144 
ooafulatio% H2> 143 


Cupric oxide, hydrous, sols, coagula¬ 
tion, effect of stirring, 142, 
143 

“discharge electrolysis,” 142 
fungicidal action, 143 
preparation, 141-143 
stabilizing agents for, 141- 
143 

solubility in alkalies, 143, 144 
effect of tartrate, glycerin, and 
mannite on, 143, 144 
spontaneous dehydration of, 311 
stability of blue, 137-140 
effect of alkalies, 137 

of hydrogen peroxide, 139 
of salts, 137-139 

Cuprous oxide, anhydrous, as ce¬ 
ramic pigment, 146 
in antifouling paints, 146 
Cuprous oxide, hydrous, 145-147 
sols, 146, 147 

D 

Dfifiocculating action of silicate 
of soda, 199 

Dcflocculation of soils, 414-418 
Dehydration curves, 38, 106, 107, 
175, 176, 288, 289 

Dental cement, beryllium oxide in, 
164 

zinc oxide in, 172 
Dialysis of sols, 27, 28, 43, 83 
electro, 43 
intermittent, 83 
Di-benzoyl-l-cystine jellies, 9 
Dimolybdenum pentoxide, hydrous, 
282, 283 
color, 282 
jelly, 283 

oxidation to molybdenum blue, 
283 

Diphtheria antitoxin, hydrous alu¬ 
mina in purification of, 129 
“Discharge electrolysis,” 142 
Disinfection in water purification, 
367, 370 
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Donnan theory of membrane equili¬ 
bria, 17-22, 318, 319 
application to swelling of gela¬ 
tin, H)-22 

Drummond light, 240 
Dyeing, mordants in (see 3/or- 
danU). 

Dysprosium oxide, hydrous, 262 
E 

Edison storage battery, hydrous 
nickel peroxide in, 155 
nickelous hydroxide for, 153 
Elasticity of silica gel, 180 

of vanadium pentoxide sols, 267 
El(Mdro dialysis, 43 
Electrometric measurements, ad¬ 
sorbed chloride in, 243 
Emerald, artificial, 111, 141 
Emulsion theory of jelly structure, 5 
Emulsions with silica gel, 195 
Eosin, adsorption of, 364 
^‘Equivalent aggregate,” 48, 51, 84- 
86 

Erbium oxide, hydrous, 262 
jelly, 262 
sol, 262 

Europium oxide, hydrous, 261,262 
F 

Fehling’s solutions, nature of, 144 
Fermentation, alcoholic, manganese 
dioxide in stimulating, 301 
Ferric oxide-albumin sol, 65 
Ferric oxide, hydrous, 13, 30, 31, 34- 
74, 90, 192, 222, 263, 282, 285, 
319, 337, 338, 358, 361-363, 
369,381 

acclimatization” of, 69, 70 
adsorption of acid and basic dyes 
by, 361, 362 
alizarin, 359; 360 
ammonia, 400 

and hydrous stannic oxide, 
mutual, 2^1 


Ferric oxide, hydrous, adsorption of 
arsenious acid, 45, 67, 68 
effect of hydrogen ion concen¬ 
tration on, 361, 362 
magnesium, 405 
phosphate, 405 
potassium, 405 
precipitating ions, 69, 70 
sodium hydroxide, 359 
sulfate, 405 

agglomeration prevented by 
alumina, 71, 73 

antidote for arsenic poisoning, 45, 
67, 68 

brown, 71-73 
catalytic action, 68, 69 
color^ 34, 35, 44, 70-74 

effect of size of particles, 71-73 
pigment in bricks, 71, 73 
composition, 34-38 
fractional precipitation, 70 
jellies, 65-67 
by dialysis, 67 
by precipitation of sol, 06 
sol-gel transformation, 9,11,16, 
66 , 121 

mordant for cotton, silk, and wool, 
351, 352 
red, 34, 71-74 
relation to yellow, 34, 35 
sols, 38-65, 193, 221, 244, 283 
color, 44, 45 
composition, 46-54, 86 
adsorption theory of, 48, 52,53 
complex theory of, 47 
purity, 48 

effect of dextrose on freezing 
lK)int, 46 

**equivalent aggregate,” 48, 52 
for intravenous injection in 
anaemia, 45 

freezing-point lowering, 53, 54 
Graham^s, 42-44, 291 
mutual precipitation of and 
other sols, 62-65 
negative, 44-46 
protective collaii^iar» 44,45 
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Ferric oxide, hydrous, sols, optical 
properties, 54, 55 
Majorana phenomenon, 54, 55 
osmotic pressure, 53, 54 
P6an de St. Gillea’, 38-42, 58, 
291 

types of precipitates from, 30, 
40 

yellow, 41 

precipitation of by electrolytes, 
55-62 

of concentration of sol, 
57-62 

effect of stabilizing ion, 61, 62 
heat effect, 57 
ordcT of ions, 56 
precipitation value's of electro¬ 
lytes, 50-58 

factors determining effeiit of 
concentration, 60-02 
preparation, 39, 41-45 
relation of yellow to red, 46 
sensitivity of, effect of nou-olec- 
trolytes on, 65 

streaming double refraction, 54, 
268 

sugar, effect on crystallization of, 
44 

tern pera ture-composition curves 
of, 38 

x-ray analysis, 37, 38 
yellow, 34, 35, 41, 71-74 
stability, 73, 74 
Ferric oxide, in gems, 112 
Ferric oxide, monohydrate, 36, 73 
Ferro-ferric oxide, hydrous, 75 
Ferrous oxide, hydrous, 74, 75, 380, 
381 

and rate of corrosion of iron, 75 
in estimating nitrites and nitrates, 
75 

sulfate as coagulent in water puri¬ 
fication, 380, 381 
Fibers, adsorption of dyes by, 331 
Fibrillar structure of jellies, 8-10,12 
Fibrin jellies, 11 
swelling of, 16 


Filtering agent, silica gel as, 192 
Filtration in water purification, 367- 
381 

mechanical, 369-381 
slow sand, 367-369 
Fire brick, use of magnesia in, 166 
Fixing agents for mordants, 356-358 
theory of action, 356-358 
Floe, alumina, 317-380 
ferric oxide, 380-381 
Flocculation of soils, 414-418 
Forest, colloidal, 197 
Formaldehyde, catalyst in synthesis 
of, 293 

in tanning, 322 

Fuller’s earth, adsorption of bas(^ by, 
409, 411 

G 

Gadolinium oxide, hydrous, 261, 262 
Gallium oxide, hydrous, 129, 130 
action of alkalies, 120, 130 
ageing, 130 
composition, 130 
formation, 129 
gelatinous cliaractcr, 130 
Gases, adsorption by silica gel, 181- 
184 

Gelatin, 3-33, 147, 290, 303, 316 
jellies, 3-33 
sol, 13, 14, 64 

mutual precipitation of ferric 
oxide and, 64 
swelling, 16-23 

application of Donnan theory of 
membrane equilibrium, 19-22 
effect of hydrogen ion concen¬ 
tration, 17 
of neutral salts, 21 
Procter-Wilson theory, 19-22 
reversibility, 22 
x-ray analysis, 11 
Gelatinous crystals, 13, 14 
of benzopurpurine, 13 
of cholic acid, 13 
of chrysophenene, 13 
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Gelatinous precipitates, 3-38 

conditions favoring formation, 
26 

structure, 13 

Gelation, micellar orientation in, 10, 
12 

Gels, 3, 9, 15, 16, 26-31 
elastic, 3, 9, 16, 31 
forms, 3 
non-aqueous, 23 
non-elastic, 3 
preparation, 15-30 
structure, 3-15 
vapor pressure, 30-33 
von Weimarn’s theory of forma¬ 
tion, 24, 25 

Gems (see Artificial and corundum 
gems ). 

Germanium chloroform, 201 
dioxide, hydrous, 199-201 
forms, 2(X) 

in treating anaemia, 201 
Germanous oxide, hydrous, 201 
Gibbsite, 109 

Glass, cement for, silicate of soda as, 
199 

manganese dioxide as decolorizcr 
for, 302 

stains for (see Pigments^ ceramic). 
Glow phenomenon, 78-80, 110, 233, 
234, 239, 273, 309 
Gold sol, 63, 72, 94, 219 
color, 72 
Gothite, 35, 36 
Guignet’s green, 76, 80, 81 
Gum arabic, 128, 147, 298 
adsorption by hydrous alumina, 
128 

Gypsum in cement, 384, 392 
H 

Hardening of cement, 389-393 
Hardpan, formation of, 418 
Hargreaves-Robinson process, 69 
Hematite, 36, 36 
m pigment, 70 
color, 70, 71 


Hexavanadic acid, 263 
Hide, 314-335 

adsorption of hydrous chromic 
oxide, 324-330 
effect of hydrogen ion con¬ 
centration, 324 
effect of neutral salts, 328 
reversibility, 332 
of sulfuric acid, 328 
of tannin, 316-320 
effect of hydrogen ion concen¬ 
tration, 316, 320, 321 
preparation of for tanning, 314 
Holmium oxide, hydrous, 262 
Honeycomb or cellular theory of 
jelly structure, 5-8 
Humic acid in soils, 400 
Hydrogen ion concentration, effect 
on adsorption by hydrous chro¬ 
mic oxide, 91-94, 324 
formation of alumina floe, 372-375 
of acid and basic dyes by hydrous 
alumina, 362, 363 
of acid and basic dyes by hydrous 
ferric oxide, 361-363 
of tannin, 316, 320, 321 
on swelling of gelatin, 17 
Hydrolysis, preparation of gels by 
slow, 29 

of indium monoiodide in air, 132 
of sols by, 87-89, 112, 113, 142, 
194, 216, 265 

Hysteresis in dehydration of silica 
gel, 177 

of tantalum pentoxidc gel, 273 
I 

Indium monoiodide, hydrolysis in 
air, 132 

oxide, hydrous, 131, 132 
action of alkalies and ammonijEt, 
131 

ageing, 131, 132 
composition, 131 
sol, 132 

Intermittent dialysis, Sll 
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Tntpstinal diagnosis, thorium dioxide 
in, 250 

zirondium dioxide in, 241 
infection, hydrous alumina in, 129 
Ionic antagonism, 94, 98 
Iridium dioxide, hydrous, 311, 312 
color, 311 
sol, 311 

sesquioxide, hydrous, 310, 311 
spontaneous dehydration, 310 
Iron corrosion, hydrous ferrous oxide 
and rate of, 75 
mordants, 351, 352 

weighting of silk with, 352 
tanning, 333 

J 

Jellies, 3-33 
agar, 5, 8, 12 
aluminum oxide, 30, 121 
antimony pentoxide, 276 
arsenate, 11, 27, 28, 29 
barium malonate, 8, 11 
sulfate, 25, 26 
bcnzopurpurino, 11, 13 
cadmium, 15 
cellulose, 12 

ceric oxide, 255, 298, 290 
chromic oxide, 27, 91, 100, 102 
chrysophenene, 11, 13 
cupric oxide, 144, 145 
di-ben zoy 1-1-cystine, 9 
erbium oxide, 262 
ferric oxide, 65-67 
fibrin, 11, 16 

formation, by dialysis of sols, 27, 
28 

by metathesis, 23-30 
by precipitation of sol, 26, 27 
conditions favoring, 26 
effect of presence of salts on, 20 
of rate of precipitation on, 28, 
29 

from negative sol, 101 
from positive sol, 91 
gelatin, 3-33 


Jellies, manganese dioxide, 298, 299 
mercuric oxide, 174 
molybdenum pentoxide, 283 
trioxide, 280 
nickelous hydroxide, 154 
scandium oxide, 260 
silica, 5, 6, 8,11,12, 175-193, 197 
soap, 8, 10 
stability, 7, 8 
stannic oxide, 11, 224, 273 
starch, 226 
structure, 3-12 

cellular or honeycomb theor>% 
5-8 

emulsion theory, 5 
fibrillar, 8-12 

micellar or sponge theory, 8-12 
solid-solution theory, 4 
swelling of, 16, 32, 33 
pressures, 32, 33 
titanium dioxide, 11 
vapor-pressure relations, 30-33 
zirconium dioxide, 243, 244 

L 

Lake, color, 336, 358-365 
iron-alizarin, 359, 360 
iron-methylene blue, 363 
Lanthanum oxide, hydrous, 260 
sol, 260 

Le Clanche battery, 302 
Lead monoxide, crystalline, 227, 228 
color, 228 
forms, 227 
polymorphism, 228 
x-ray analysis, 228 
Lead monoxide, hydrous, 225-230 
color, 226 
composition, 226 
mordant, 229 

mutual adsorption of and hydrous 
thorium oxide, 230 
Load peroxide, hydrous, 230-232 
sesquioxide, 231 
sol, 231 

action of electrolytes, 231 
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Lepidocrocito, 35, 30 
Lie^ej^aiig rings, in silica gel, 181 
of cobaltous hydroxides, 150 
of magnesium hydroxide, 167, 
189 

theory of formation of, 168 
Limnite, 35, 70 
Limonite, 35, 36, 70 
Litharge, 232 

Lutecium oxide, hydrous, 262 
M 

Magenta, adsorption by tannin, 365 
Magnesia cement, 166, 167 
setting of, 166 
Sorel’s, 166 
application, 167 

use in manufacturing fire brick, 
166 

in mortar making, 166 
Magnesium hydroxide, hydrous, 
164-169, 302 
rhythmic bands, 167-169 
sols, 169 

x-ray analysis, 164 
Magnesium oxide, anhydrous, 165- 
167 

eflfect of on concrete, 167 
hydration of, 165 

effect of ignition temperature 
on rate, 165 

Magnesium oxide, hydrous, as an 
antacid, 167 

as clarifier in refining of sugar, 167 
Magnetic analysis, of hydrous stan¬ 
nic oxide, 214 
of silica gel, 179 
Magnetite, as pigment, 71 
Majorana phenomenon, 64, 266-269 
Manganese dioxide, decolorizer for 
glass, 302 
dryer for oils, 302 
hydrous, 90, 222, 294-302, 337 
adsorption of hydroxyl ion, 
294, 296 

causes hydrolysis of neutral 
sols, 294, 295 


Manganese dioxide, hydrous, color, 
294 

effect on enzymic activity, 301 
in stimulating alcoholic fer¬ 
mentation, 301 
growth of plants, 301 
metabolism, 301 
jelly, 298, 299 
oxygen carrier, 303 
sols, 295-299 

adsorption of ions during 
precipitation, 299 
catalytic decomposition of 
hydrogen peroxide, 296, 
297 

prciparation, 295, 297, 298 
vortex rings with, 297 
in amethyst, 302 
in Clanehe battery, 302 
Manganic oxid(‘, hydrous, 303 
Mangano-manganic oxide, hydrous, 
303, 304 
color, 304 

Manganous hydroxide, 302 
oxide, hydrous, 302, 303 
sol, 302, 303 
Mars pigment, 71, 73 
Mastic sol, 57 

Membrane equilibria, Donnan the¬ 
ory of, 17-22, 318, 319 
application to swelling of gelatin, 
19-22 

potential, 18, 19 
equation for, 19 
measurements, 84, 86 
Mercuric oxide, crystalline, 173, 174, 
228 

color, 173, 174, 228 
effect of size of particles, 
173 

hydrous, 173, 174 
jellies, 174 
sol, 173 

Mercurous oxide, hydrous, 174 
Metathesis, formation of jellies 
by, 23-30 

Methylene blue-iron lake, 363 
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Micellar or 8pong(3 theory of jelly 
Htructure, 8-12 
orientation in g(*.lation, 10, 12 
Micelles, (;hroinic oxide sol, 84-86 
determined by rnembrane-ixiten- 
tial meaBur(iment8, 84—86 
“equivalent aggregate,’’ 51, 84 
ferric oxide sol, 48-52 
determined by electrical methofls, 
48-52 

number of molecules in, 48-52. 
84—86 

Milk of magnesia, 107 
Mineral tanning, 322-335 
Minerals, iron oxide, 35 
Minium, 231, 232 

Mixture of electrolytes, precipita¬ 
tion of ars(mious sulfide sol by, 
97-99 

chromic oxide sol by, 94, 95, 97, 99 
Molecular and colloidal solutions, 
287 

distinction between, 287 
Molybdenum blue sol, 62, 244, 284- 
288 

adsorption isotherms, 286 
as dye bath, 285-287 
mutual precipitation of and 
other hydrous oxides, 285 
dioxide, hydrous, 283 
pentoxide (see Dimolybdenum pen- 
toxide), 

sesquioxide, 284 
trioxide, hydrates, 30, 31, 280 
x-ray analysis, 280 
hydrous, 280-282 
jelly, 280 

protective action on tungsten 
trioxide, 290 
sol, 280-282, 289 
Mordanting, theory of, 349 
assistants, 343, 348, 349 
of cotton with alumina, 345, 346 
with chrome, 350, 351 
with iron, 352 
with tin, 210, 354 
of silk with alumina, 344, 345 


Mordanting, of silk with alumina, 
344, 345 

with chrome, 350 
with iron, 351 
with tin, 210, 353, 354 
of wool with alumina, 339-344 
assistants in, 343 
with chrome, 345-350 
assistants in, 348, 349 
with iron, 351 
with tin, 210, 352 
fixing of, 353 
Mordants, 336-365 
acid, 337 
alumina, 338-347 
basic or metallic, 337 
ceric oxide, 254 
chrom(‘, 347-350 
fixing agents for, 356-358 
theory of action of, 356-358 
for cotton, silk, and wool (see 
Mor (hinting), 
iron, 351, 352 
tannin, 354, 356 
tin, 210, 352-354 
titanium dioxide, 235 
vanadium pentoxide, 271 
zirconium dioxide, 245 
Mutual adsorption of hydrous chro¬ 
mic and other oxides, 90, 144 
of hydrous stannic and ferric 
oxides, 221 

of hydrous thorium oxide and 
lead monoxide, 230 
precipitation of sols, 62-65 
ferric oxide and albumin sol, 65 
and gelatin sol, 65 
and other sols, 62-65 
mechanism of, 6il, 64 
molybdenum blue and other sols, 
285 

N 

Negative sols, 44, 45, 89, 100,101 
formation of jellies from, 101 
Neodymium oxide, hydrous, 260, 
261 
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Neodymium oxide, hydrous, color, 
261 

reflection spectrum, 261 
sol, 261 

Nickel oxide, anhydrous, 152, 153 
catalytic agent for hydrogen¬ 
ation, 153 

ceramic pigment, 153 
color, 152 

peroxide, hydrous, 155 

in Edison storage battery, 155 
suboxide, 153-154 
Nickelic oxide, hydrous, 155 
Nickelous hydroxide, 152,153 

for Edison storage battery, 
L53 

jelly, 154 
sol, 154 

oxide, hydrous, 90, 152-155, 222 
Night blue, adsorption of, 331 
Nitrates, adsorption by zinc oxide, 
170 

by soil colloids, 403 
estimation with ferrous oxide, 75 
Nitrites, estimation with ferrous 
oxide, 75 

Nitrogen fixation, silica gel in, 191 

O 

Oil, dryer for, manganese dioxide as, 
302 

vanadium pentoxide as, 271 
Opacifying agent, zirconia as, 241 
Optical phenomena during dehydra¬ 
tion, 175, 275 

properties of sols (see Majorana 
pheTwmenon). 

Osmium dioxide, hydrous, 309, 310 
glow phenomenon, 309 
sol, 310 

monoxide, hydrous, 309 
tetroxide, 310 

stain for biological prepara¬ 
tions, 310 

Osmotic pressure of ferric oxide 
sols, 53, 64 

Oxygen bath, 296, 297 


P 

Paints (see Pigments). 
antifouling, use of anhydrous 
cuprous oxide in, 146 
dryer for, anhydrous cobalt oxide 
as, 151 

manganese dioxide as, 302 
vanadium pentoxide as, 271 
Palladium dioxide, hydrous, 308 
monoxide, hydrous, 308 

sols as therapeutic agent, 308 
sesqiiioxide, hydrous, 308 
Paper, sizing of, silicate of soda in, 
198 

Pean de St. Gilles’ sol, 38—12, 58, 
283, 291 

Peptization, formation of sols by, 
82-87, 113-120, 130, 194, 215, 
225, 243, 244, 264 

Perchloric acid, adsorption by zir¬ 
conium dioxide, 245 
Petroleum refining, silica gel in, 
189, 190 

Phosphate, adsorption of, 405-406 
Pigments, beryllium oxide, 163 
ceramic, bismuth trioxide as, 
278 

cobalt or Renneman’s green, 
150 

or Thenard^s blue, 150 
cupric oxide, 141 
cuprous oxide, 146 
nickel oxide, 153 
chrome green, 80 
ferric oxide, 71, 73 
in bricks, 71, 73 
Guignet’s ^reen, 76, 80, 81 
hematite as, 70 
magnetite as, 71 
Mars, 71, 73 
titanium dioxide, 236 
zinc oxide, 172 
zirconia, 245 
Plaster of Paris, 382 
Plasticity in soils, 409 
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Platinum dioxide, hydrous, 312, 313 
monoxide, 311 
scsquioxide, hydrous, 312 
sol, 62 
trioxide, 313 

Pleo(;hroisrn, in cobaltous hydroxide, 
149 

streaming, in vanadium pcntox- 
ide, 269 

Polymorphorism of crystalline lead 
monoxide, 228 

Porcelain, stains for (see Pigments^ 
ceramic). 

Portland cement (see Cement). 

Potassium, adsorption of, 405 

Pozzolana, 383 

Praseodymium oxide, hydrous, 259 
peroxide, hydrous, 259 

Precipitating ions, adsorption of, 62, 
122-125 

Precipitation of sols by salt pairs, 
factors determining, 97-100 
values of electrolytes, 55-65, 91, 
223, 231, 270 

factors determining effect of 
concentration on, 60-62 
of ferric oxide sol, 56-58 
relation between and adsorp¬ 
tion of precipitating ions, 
122-125 

Procter-Wilson theory of swelling of 
gelatin, 19-22 

Prussian blue, 57, 59 

Purple of Cassius, 218,219 
purpk^s related to, 219, 220 

R 

Radium rays, effect on ceric oxide 
sol, 256, 267 

Rare earths, hydrous oxides of, 252- 
262 

Red lead or minium, 231, 232 

Refraction, streaming double, 54, 
266-269 

Refractory, thorium dioxide as, 250 
ziroonia as, 240 

Renneman’s green, 151 


Rhodium dioxide, hydrous, 307, 308 
s(iS(iuioxide, hydrous, 307 
sol, 307 

Rliythmic bands (see Liesegarvg 
rings). 

solution, 168 

Rubber, vulcanized India, swelling 
of, 16 

zinc oxide in, 172 

Rubies, artificial, 111, 112 

Ruthenium dioxide, hydrous, 306 
sol, 306 

oxide, hydrous, 305 
pentoxide, hydrous, 306, 307 
scsquioxide, hydrous, 305, 306 
tetroxide, anhydrous, 307 

S 

Samarium oxide, hydrous, 261 
peroxide, hydrous, 261 

Sapphires (see Artificial and corun-- 
ciu7n geyns). 

Scandium oxide, hydrous, 259, 260 
ageing, 259 
jelly, 260 
sol, 260 

S(5hulze’s law, qualitative nature of, 
124, 127 

Selenium sol, 62 

Setting of magnesia cement, 166 
of Portland cement, 389-393 

Silica gel (see Silicon dioxide, 
hijdrom). 

Silica tanning, 333, 334 

Silicate of soda, 196-199 

applications, as an adhesive, 196, 
198 

cement for glass, 199 
defiocculating action, 199 
detergent properties, 199 
preservation of eggs, 199 
printing and dye industry, 199 
sizing of paper, 198 
effect of brine, 197 
nature of commercial, 196 
preparation, 196 
viscosity, 197 
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Silicon dioxide, hydrous, 30, 31, 17r)- 
190, 200, 273, 334, 3()1, 302, 
377 

adsorption, of calcium, 403 -405 
of gases, 177, 181-184 
of liquids from solution, 184- 
188 

isotherms for, 185, 180 
mechanism of, 187 
of phosphate, 403-405 
of solids from solution, 188, 
189 

ageing, 179, 194 
applications, 189-192 
as catalyst, 192 
as filtering agent, 192 
fixation of nitrogen, 191 
in manufacture of sulfuric acid, 
191 

in petroleum refining, 189, 190 
in recovery of benzene from coal 
gas, 190, 191 

in vacuum refrigeration process, 
191 

composition, 175, 170 

effect of conditions of formation, 
178 

dehydration, 170, 177 
hysteresis in, 177 
elasticity, 180 

formation, 181, 192, 194-195 
of crystals in, 181 
gelatinous precipitate, 13 
heat of wetting, 184 
improved, 192 

jellies, 5, 6, 8, 11, 12, 175-193, 
197 

magnetic analysis, 179 
rhythmic bands in, 181 
sols, 62, 193-196 
as protective colloid for emul¬ 
sions, 195 

in treatment of tuberculosis, 
195 

structure, 179-182 
vibration, 180 
x-ray analysis, 179 


Silk, adsorption of molybdenum 
blue by, 286 

mordants for, 344, 345, 350, 351, 
353, 354 

weighting of, with tin mordant, 
353, 354 

Silver oxide, hydrous, 156 
sol, 156 

Smoke screens, with titanium 
tetrachloride, 235, 236 

Soap, 287, 366 
jellies, 8, 10 

solutions, streaming double re¬ 
fraction, 268 

So<lium “protalbinate” as protec¬ 
tive colloid, 87, 142, 174, 278, 
298, 303 

Soil, 396-418 
acidity, 409-414 

r61e of soil colloids in, 409-414 

Soil colloids, 396-418 

adsorption of ammonia gas, 401,- 
402 

bacteria in, 401 

color, effect of humic acid on, 
401 

composition, 396-402 
determination, 397, 398 

relation between composition 
and properties, 401, 402 
flocculation and deflocculation, 
414-418 

effect of bases, 416, 417 
formation, 399 
heat of wetting, 401, 402 
humic acid, 400 
organic, 400 
rdle of, 403-414 
in adsorption of salts, 403-407 
of water, 407-408 
in plasticity, 409 
in soil acidity, 409-414 
complex-acid theory, 412-414 
selective-adsorption theory, 
409-411 

Sol-gel transformation, 9, 11, 16, 66, 
121 
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SoHd-Kolution theory of jelly strue- 
ture, 4 

Sorel’a magnesia cement, 1()6 

Spectrum, reflection, of neodymium 
oxide, 261 

Sponge or micellar theory of jelly 
structure, 8, 12 

Stannic acid, meta and ortho (see 
Stannic oxide, hydrous). 
non-existence of, 201, 211-214 

Stannic oxide, hydrous, 30, 2(K), 202- 
225, 233, 273, 334, 338, 356 
action of acids, 205-209 
of alkalies, 209, 210 
adsorption by silk, 254 
of dyes (see Mordants). 
of hydrochloric acid by, 206 
of hydrous ferric oxide, 220- 
222 

of phosphoric acid, 208, 209 
of potassium ferrocyanide, 216 
of stannic chloride, 217 
ageing, 207 

in presence of nitric acid, 208 
alleged forms, 203 

question of isomers, 211-215 
relationships between, 204 
relative peptizability of, 213, 
214 

composition, 204, 205 
absence of hydrates, 205 
complex theory of, 207 
jellies, 11, 223, 224 
magnetic analysis, 214 
mordant for cotton, silk, and wool, 
210, 352-354 

mutual adsorption of and oth<n 
hydrous oxides, 221, 222 
pepization of, by alkalies, 210 
by ferric nitrate, 222 
by hydrochloric acid, 207 
by nitric acid, 208, 213 
by sulfuric acid, 208 
by washing, 226 
sols, 62, 96, 215-223 
ageing, 216-218 
effect of tartaric acid on, 217 


Stannic oxide, hydrous, sols, behav¬ 
ior with colloidal metals, 
218-220 

with other hydrous oxides, 
220-223 
formation, 215 
purple of Cassius, 218, 219 
x-ray analysis, 11, 214 
Stannous oxide, hydrous, 224, 225 
Starch, sol, 221, 298 
swelling of, 16 

Starch-iodine, adsorption by zir¬ 
conium dioxide, 244 
Sterilization in purification of water, 
367, 370 

Structure of gels, 3-15 
Strychnine nitrate, adsorption of, 331 
Sulfur in tanning, 334 
sol, 94 

Sulfuric acid, silica gel in manufac¬ 
ture, 191 

Sw^elling, albumin, 16 

application of Donnan theory of 
membrane equilibria, 19-22 
effect of hydrogen ion concentra- 
tion on, 17-22 
of neutral salts on, 21 
fibrin, 16 
gelatin, 16-23 
preparation of gels by, 16 
presvsure of jellies, 32, 33 
Procter-Wilson theory of, 19-22 
reversibility of, 22 
starch, 16 

vulcanized india rubber, 16 
T 

Tannin, 287, 315-317, 354-357 
adsorption of, by hydrous alum¬ 
ina, 316, 357 
cotton, 354 
gelatin, 316 
hide, 316-320 
magenta, 365 
wool, 355 
mordant, 354-356 
fixing of, 356 
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Tanning, 314-335 
agents, niiscoilaneous, 334, 335 
aliiniina, 333 
ceric oxide, 254 
chrome, 323-332 
iron, 333 

mineral, 315, 322-335 
adsorption theory of, 325, 328 
chemical theory, 329, 330 
criticism, 330-332 
j)reparation of hide for, 314 
silica, 333, 334 
vegetable, 315-322 
adsorption theory, 316, 317, 320 
chemical interpretation, 321, 
322 

Procter-Wilson theory, 318, 319 
quinones in, 322 
with bromine, 334 
chlorine, 334 
formaldehyde, 322 
insoluble powders, 334 
sulfur, 334 

Tantalum pentoxide, hydrous, 273, 
274 

glow phenomenon, 273 
separation from columbium pent- 
oxide, 272 
sols, 274 

vapor-tension isotherms, 273, 274 
Terbium oxide, hydrous, 261, 262 
Thallic oxide, hydrous, 132, 133, 337 
Thallous hydroxide, 133 
Thenard’s blue, 150 
Thorium dioxide, 246-250 
catalyst, 250 , 

for gastro intestinal diagnosis, 250 
hydrous, 246-250, 285, 337, 365 
ageing, 247, 248 
adsorption of Congo red by, 364 
sols, 246, 247 
in Welsbach mantel, 249 
refractory, 250 

Thorium peroxide, hydrous, 250, 251 
Thulium oxide, hydrous, 262 
Tin mordants, 352-354 
weighing of silk with, 353, 364 


Titanic acids, mot. • and ortho (see 
Titanium, dioxidey hydrouft). 
Titanium dioxide, 236 
hydrous, 233-236, 338 
adsorption of dyes, 234 
ageing, 234 

alleged forms, 233, 234 
glow phenomenon, 233, 234 
jellies, 235 
mordant, 235 
sol, 234, 235 
in corundum gems, 112 
in paints, 236 
monoxide, 236 
p(iroxide, hydrous, 237 
adsorption of salts by, 237 
sesquioxide, hydrous, 236 
tetrachloride, in producing smoke 
screens, 235, 236 
Topaz, oriental, artificial, 111 
Tuberculin, adsorption by hydrous 
alumina, 128 

Tuberculosis, calcification in, 196 
silica gel in treatment of* 195 
Tungsten blue sol, 62, 292 
as dye bath, 292 
color, 292 

trioxide, anhydrous, 288 
hydrous, white, 288-291 
dehydration curve, 288, 289 
protective action of molyb- 
dium trioxide, 290 
sol, 269, 289-291 
monohydrate, yellow, 31, 288, 
289 

dehydration curve, 288, 289 
Turgite, color of, 70 

IJ 

Uranium dioxide, anhydrous, 293 
catalyst for synthesis of formal¬ 
dehyde, 293 
hydrous, 293, 337 
trioxide, dihydrate, 292, 293 
color, 293 
sol, 292, 293 
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y 

Vanadium bronze, 270 
dioxide, hydrous, 271 
pentoxide, hydrous, 263-271 
as catalyst, 270 
color, 265, 270 
dryer for linseed oil, 271 
jelly, 269, 270 
mordant, 271 
sol, 267-270 

dielectric constant, effect of* 
ageing on, 268 
elasticity, 267 

Majorana phenomenon, 55, 
266-269 

precipitating action of elec¬ 
trolytes, 269, 270 
preparation, 264, 265 
streaming double refraction, 
266-269 

streaming pleochroism, 269 
x-ray analysis, 268 
sesquioxide, hydrous, 271 
Vapor pressure of gels, 30-33 
Vegetable tanning (see Tanning). 
Vegetation, artificial, 197 
Vibration in silica gel, 80 
Victoria blue, adsorption of, 331 
Viscosity-time curves of ceric oxide 
sol, 255, 256 

von Schroeder’s paradox, 31 
Vortex rings with manganese dioxide 
sol, 297 

W 

Water glass (sec Silicate of soda). 
Water purification, 366-381 
aeration in, 369 
alum in, 370-380 
alumina floe in, 371-380 
composition, 378-380 
formation, effect of anion on, 
375, 376 

effect of colloidal matter on, 
379 


Water purification, alumina fioc in, 
formation, effect of colloi¬ 
dal silica, 377 

effect of hydrogen ion concen¬ 
tration on, 372, 373 
effect of hydrogen ion con¬ 
centration on time for, 372, 
373 

effect of mechanical circula¬ 
tion on time for, 373 
optimum conditions for obtain¬ 
ing, 380 

by disinfection, 367, 381 
by filtration, 367-380 
mechanical, 369-381 
applicability of, 370 
coagulents in, 370-381 
slow sand, 267-369 
applicability of, 370 
by sterilization, 367, 370 
coagulents in, 370-381 
color, removal of, aluminum ion 
in, 370, 371, 378 
ferric oxide floe in, 380, 381 

optimum conditions for forming, 
381 

optimum conditions for successful, 
378 

use of colloidal alumina, 377 
Welsbach mantel, 163, 249, 250, 
254 

theory of, 249, 250 
White lead, 229 
composition, 229 

Wool, adsorption of hydrous alu¬ 
mina by, 340 

mordants for, 339-341, 347-353 
of sulfuric acid by, 341 

X 

Xanthosiderite, 35 
X-ray analysis of aluminum oxide 
trihydrate, 109, 110 
beryllium oxide, 159 
ceric oxide, 253 
cobaltoUs hydroxide, 148 
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X-ray analysis of cupric oxide, 253 
ferric oxide, 11 
gelatin, 11 
lead monoxide, 228 
magnesium hydroxide, 164 
molybdenum trioxidc, 280 
silicon dioxide, hydrous, 11, 179 
stannic oxide, 11, 214 
thorium dioxide, 247 
vanadium pentoxide, 268 
zirconium dioxide, 239 

Y 

Ytterbium oxide, hydrous, 2f)2 

Yttrium oxide, hydrous, 252, 331, 
sol, 262 

Z 

Zinc hydroxide, 171 
sol, 171 

Zinc oxide, anhydrous, antiseptic 
action of, 172 
color, 253, 254 
use in adhesive tape, 172 


Zinc oxide, anhydrous, use in dental 
cements, 172 
enamel pigment, 172 
paints, 172 
rubber, 172 
hydrous, 169-172, 337 
action of alkalies, 170,171 
ageing, 169 
color, 253 

Zirconia, uses of, 240-241 
Zirconium dioxide, hydrous, 237- 
241, 285, 337, 338, 365 
adsorption by, 244-245, 364 
ageing, 160, ^38, 239 
alleged form, relationship 
betwcHUi, 239, 240 
glow phenomenon, 239 
jelly, 243, 244 
mordant, 245 
sols, 241-244 

by hydrolysis of zirconium 
salts, 241-243 
by peptization, 243, 244 
x-ray analysis, 238 
jKiroxide, hydrous, 245, 246 
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